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OENBRiUi INTRODUCTION. 

1. BENaAM—A Fok« of PniKiirr. 

The Bettgnti wfiter# of old knew our Isingimgfo to he a 
fortD of I’rnkrji. The name ' iiauga^bliRsa (BeiigJtU Lati- 
giioge) by which wochU it now was imknowo in this coonlry 
a century- ago. The old writers callotl it ' Trakrit.' I have 
given (iiiuiurfiufi esumples of this from old Bengali poeuw iti 
my work Bangubliasa-G-Saliitya (fK 3S, 5tli edition). Such 
iuHtance^ may be easily multiplied. 

Latterly Beiigtili was greatly SanHkritiecd.and this refined 
Betp'ali was cttUeJ by some writers of the BUh century 
‘Gnudiya Sndhu Bhnsha/ U la a dignified mime which 
the liierjite people gave to their lotiguagc in order to show 
that they luni 8.infikritia«d it. But this epithet was not 
iicceptei) by t he masses 

With iIk mlveiii of the English she limgitagc of HengnI 
bcgiui to be.c.illed ' Bangfi Bliasa Of the Bengali laogungc, 
—lui flpi>ulhli<m which has now been utilTer^ally adopted. 

From the 15lh to tl« I8<h century tlierc w'os a n'golar 
crfl7e DUinng the cfassic-al writers of Bengal for effeetiiig a 
Sunskritieation of our dialccU Thero wus, however, 
m fixed standard of Bengali orthiigrnphy up to tliu 
mh rtjjittiry. Evoii the Sanskrit Poiidits, wfin so 
acrupwluusly observed the ruU’si of spoitiug of Sanskrit 
wordb wl»y writing Sanskrit, ilid not cniiridCT it worth 
tbeir white to follow any such canon wlwn they wrote 
Bengali. Wbili' copying a Bengali book even achotarly 
writers worn not at all particular about spdluig. The samo 
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ivoid spolt in (lilTcmii w^nyt; liy n vvHtfr itt ib‘ {K^C't 
rtf n niiuHtfluiijit crt|iiwf l»y litm. Xi, ili-^rhniriftliun wob 
ol>b«rvcii in iLt* tim: !->( tf, sf, j|, nhi] fpin, anufbrit 

\vcp»f it) ortiiTiw >»[ Htm' liitjji'ly ititfi^irU'd mUi 

fk-ngt)li timf wmf3 of :hp uiHno>i1 vt'r-M in diiTijrvul 
^3;ui>krl(ir tucuvti v,htIt'll in Driigjtli liy nur jm-{% if rtittj 

■wriui!ii ill Dfi'^inti^ti ojmrnplfin*, miplit Iwj cnsiTy Liken fnr 
S,nnBifHi vorwin^ liy ilie ol I'uim ni'nil- 

■)€«)iiniiiii:i) wifli Ik'iiCTlip* tin I tlw t.finthiiicd 

It) Ix! iyirni{4 m ^vrittcii liiei titiin: foi'u ku);* lime*, 

I'Yrtiii Iht' lwatttMii>55 Lf till* Iftifi cuiiiiii'y tho Btnigjiti 
trrili'R It-gan Ui nbivrvL* the tr»«>L«rMily nf flioir itnijott Aiid 
tfunl till remove sucti finil rjifirl^'iH* in Ifit »|ielliiigol 
ttirmU. Tlift i^flntrcttcm of tJengnli nartla oti rile litsfa of 
Samkril fitmi tluit ii'.'iiLHl. 'Srnmm.ir licgiin 

«o he WTitti'ii iti iiiir Innyiiiigc on tin- iijiiili<t of ^miiikrit 
grnuujur in viiiicl) iJjo ruk*i of MiijjillialKHlIi .iml I'niifiii 
wra tuiit ihinn for ihe ymdiitrcr *.i Tvritcre* Tlit 

ycmiiB of the two luo^uiiyiv, h/jHt'vcr^ n\v /(* djvevgrTtC 
w two jiiili,*-,. .^ll all .tlii-riititt tii ciilflle nnr hiTigruiiac Uy 

Hannkritir i'iimojjh itmvetl fmile, Itliiiraielifimlrii in lh» 
Isltli wUtiry ijilmihu'oil RntiiLrii wordH nm1 nietniB in 
BcDgciIi mure iJitirt iiny otlior fkrnyrifi ptx’i [imt 
ill givDi-i trt Bcllfjitli <1 fomi nlmaet n-. iJiffiiifitjfl flod MijiHy 
iiB Hunikril, m Ui:tt oViMi In tho fyr i n( (Jicf [Kin*ni fteiigJilJ 
Ci'aaetl lo hi- n roiiti tiifiiihljj lli.(l il L.nl biii!ii prior 

to I hi! mlmit u[ (lull aifinl i^t*!. 

Tthtro wiH it lime wfioii ilie orihuiKvc Cliri^thm wrilort 
li.nl tiiL'il liy all |lnTlr h iii--pliltiOrt intf Buhtk itigomiity to 
IWftve thill (lit tile l.iniiNiiai"' of 'he wot'lil wrie lii'im-d [rrtin 
Hi’bruw ill wlikli Hui} EmiI Itiv iiit^.ii^e in ific 


I t'minli.lKVmj »1» III ifrHjf.i I,; tniOjIl lsIlBilht’B-. 

weHiBe BXTirmBi #^1 rinitmm 

•!«< I" 
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JliMt;, Equilfly vuiu tiu.' qUcmpt of Uiu S:iii!«ktit 
nf tlio nge folltwin^ tlijit of (i Ifliotntclinntlrn to 
pitiV£ Hint Ik'iigiLli ivoit ilpi-tvvd Iron* ^;Hii«krU Wboti tUo 
Idnrk pniiit i> ivut^hcd nil ffniu the (net; of iiii KitglitiL 
pkyer ot ( Khi'lio on ilitf atniic* hin I'cnl cohnir la n-vt>n 1 tid 
M'hidt i»- 60iiitliim‘* Hi wliUu ,ta Uint of Dtiwiciiiona. Kvi-ji 
tio if iIk- of nritfieliif orihogrctpliy tind too iiinny 

ti'Linflltrit unrd«, liurmtveii loour Jnii{*iiJigi“v in ilie 
t'oiuimrfliivcly moHfrii agt:. miy llmvwo off. our Icinyiiiigt! uill 
apjA'nr ill ti'( h:Uiir»L itiknit ^Itinv Uirelt to lie iinl Ji whit 
nuTC (Ugiiifiitii tiinu iitiy of Hie v.irloitti loose Prnhrit& of 
EuHuni liidin. 

The ballntlis hove, bejund nil slutdow of lioijlu, cteariy 
sjittvvii thnt lUuignti ie ii toroi of Prnkrit , nji the liciigiiii ivnters 
ilet^igiiiilnl lliU ilu-tlcd Hirce or four cvliliiH im ^igo. 
Wild her iO< origin to triced tt> Aii! h:i to 

riiiiiniiii or, nvlnte Itr, Andur-ioit hetil, In Tibeto-nurmnu, in 
n oiiitrovrrsi.il iniuit of vvlueli this is not Mib uriijier filncf* tu 
ntti'iiitit n Kolnltnn Rut iv!i»h off tlio ^niisbritir pjiini 
from its onfmgFniiliy mul proiioontt* corh worci na tlio mml 
ivople ihv ill iliu ttiiiiitr>.'ii!r, it will llioti U' ai>prcat that 
Roiignl) is not nt iitl <i dnoghter of :£*nt»knt iia Rjiiulitfi 
ihitttgnli Xytiyjir.iliin riii.1 fjuhurntn Sirtirainaiiad eujiposeii— 
n 1 icw mviiiiy slinnHl I13' Mr. Srhintli Sen, I'iiiidit 
iUiiiihlrn Sa*lri iiiiil other tepreseiH;ilives uf ilic old school, 

Ovinnosly though ivc fnivc nilopieil now the Sarnthrii 
tulljLigrtiphy iti all forius 0 * ivtilien ReuRnli, the spoken 
diiiWet vtil! adhuires to Rrnlirit. I shall presently give a 
list of notive of i 1 ii> words from the Eastern Iteoga! RalJnds 
tiikoii duivn fruiii llw lips of the singers at random n Uich 
ivill sliniv the words of onr inngonge in their unassumingly 
imtiiru] Prakrit form. 

The pnrisi mny pnree bis brows and sneer at our iangU'' 
age when preiieiued in (his nude shape hut still this is the 
real form of Rettgali current in the country, and 
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though the descent people may take objection, I for myaelf 
do not feel any hesitancy wLateirer in declaring that I 
prefer this rural form of our language to the artificjal Sans- 
Icritic shape in wbich we find our written literalure at the 
present day, I am not ashamed to avow my liking for 
the spoken form of Bengali, though U in go remote from 
its written diction, for the eicnple rea^n that 1 find in it 
the very wrda which 1 beard in my childhood from my 
parentfl, kith and kin and which still posaesa tbeir great 
appeal—as I hear them ail around—when I return to my 
village botne. 

The Ballada bring to me a livety message from my dear 
motherland and howsoever greatly [ may admire Sanskrit 
and its wonderful Jexioon, the Bengali cla^sjcs pervaded 
with Sanskritie importations can by no meant be so 
near (unl dear to tny heart as this direct gift from our rural 
home. 

The list given below is by no means exhaustive or 
complete but it is surely an index to the sort of language 
that has oontribated to the characteristic simplicity and 
charm of the Ballads, We are, however, so greatly aocus* 
tomed to the artificial form in our written literature that 
the natural form may strike some of the readers with a 
feeling of surprise even verging on disgust, but I need not 
be apologetio for this reason. 


List of words found in Ihs beffaefi end their 
Sanskritie foms. 



eiT* • 



H 



wtasi 
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cww 





am 
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xiit 



*1;^^ m 

«TT^ 





■ti9^ 

cwi 


*iC¥ni 

*!T5»1 


c^tT^ 




Itw 


ifRfra 


ifm 

1?^ 




*1^1 

*nfif 


VC'i' 


▼th 


C*t1^ 




5TC5TW^ 

feffe 

iff® 


c^rrsi 






fasjp* 



^■n 

mm 


dfTfl 




4i*m 

^H^l" 

^imr^ 






HW3 


■rt*|atl 



^fn 

®w 


«iatwi 

at^ji 


T 


fTTCT 

ctc^ 

1T?3 

rf3 

IPS 



*i™ 


VC9 

>lt1« 

"itl 





fHsn’ic^ 

fjT^TiTca 



CWHT?*? 


b«*na 

^r«i4 

•nf^ 

■lift 

’rt 




*TiTfiR 


fns. 

f^ 

•tifm 


m 

nt*t 
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lUV 


«FT 

* **ri:n 

fflltfB 



«tJl 


?fl( 


7*51 


52H1 

fatstB 


^1 


•rafru 







3™*! 


«fs 

^:irM 



^SaiJTiT 



*1W:? 

•I^ITI 

sfintv 

sarini 

f'Rl 

^N1 ' 


m£?n! 

ura-Cf 

HlfSW 

■ir5i< 

affii 



fio 


nififfST 

*jfi5^r 






^•TT#) 

*Rris«) 



fl'f 4 


ITR! 


r*^ 

1^ 


CF^ 


(nfs 

m 

€Zf 

■n 

f^*ti 

l<\ 

ri55 



aqi 

%^i 

fs&i 

ii«!rt 

*m 




•r^ie 

■3^5 

Q<i9 

diii 


c^icsts 


*jS3fl 

*^re 

w[?e 



w:i3 

sm 

ma 

C^T* 

car? 


orar 

^nja 

ZWM 

anm 

£«tn 

»!rfe 

mfi 


Ttf^ 

c*r5 

cnft 


}»13 
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*tT« 

t?f»e 

IWT*f 





f«-p. f^in 



C»lfTITe 

>Tle 



•nfe 

wnfle 


Ott'Sil 





e?n 



=>in>tr<ni 

*\<sn 

*1VSt 

cli 



anttn 

9X 



Thk Nhvv Htspvjiiij. 

U iti ucll ktiowo tLint wc i»ne tin* nf 

om tiiirgungti tu tlm Bmliiiiiiu it! E:tiiiiu| wiu> brought 

tlieiii the crtrN.cst tiicsange nf new Hiniltmiti to Ik'iigiti, 
hltliprto ridden hy Buddhulir religion \ihirh di»;«dlii- 
iiiitci) itn ciihiinr ffw ttKitife« mnliily iu i'eili nnd 

LVnkrlt ill Bah tern IniliJi. The i^rii Hiijiie were the grent 
flniiittiioiiiri of lIh* Brjihitinnk llriuukiiaiiee mj tti tlio.‘ie [dnrr>^ 
ivlicre the 8en Dyniisiy hat! eiitnhU$hi’d their nriij rule the 
{>iiujttl,f religion bnowii na DrohniniKAin lieennie Gnnly 
phi i> led 

Thin Bmhmnniitm qtirie difFereiii frotii (lie c.irher 
Uirm ol nindiiiniD whichiiAii Houtislicd tu tlir eoimiry in the 
pfltmy dojfc of Hindu iiower 

The H iiiflm and tiie [hitldhifU of aneieiit timfo ncre great 
iiavigatiim. Tlirlr iinviil Aeiiviiiestlimtighoui tlie worltl in nn- 
oenttbyeare fncU ndtnitted, nnit enlogiped, uiiamninur]j liv 
sebnlurs. Side by side with liw glonoeof the Boro Biidn* tein- 
idiHr of Javii atniwlng Huiliihietic notifeities ehtnr the nfdriulril 
relies of the tom pies and of the Hindu colony in Pmhmbft* 
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iinmin Bali. But tliu pricMlly rclvgJoii wJjicU sprang upim tKe 
gravi^ itf old Hitidiitsiin forbado (w.i-voj'ii!je, Tbc old FItiidu 
cusitoiua favinjreil ' SvayaiiilKiro ' or clootion of bridcgmonia 
by tlitj gii'U iliemwivcs, but tin: ni'w |{rnbrmriij4ra cnactod 
llwl Ibe girla nhduld Iwvo (in vdko in tinilrimoiiy but bo 
obsotiiiely guided by Ibe wilt nf guardintw. In >incieiit ilays 
fi£it)Uri was ordercil by lier faiher lo take titi tytcuiaion in 
Ilia royal chariot all roimd tlic neighbouring countries 
to find out a pi'0[wr mate for her, mid Uainnyanii, 
Sakuntiilii and Eiikmirii wrote htterH conveying Ui tlie 
briik’grooiTia lliuy had elected, the rntissagefl of their do70tc4 
tovo. Such courses were fnrbiddcti in the now Hindu 
oominutnty. 

The age of mtirriagealilo girls wis nut limited in the 
palmy days of aiicieni Hinduism. Even Guuri uf KaUdiift 
w'ho passed tlimiigh penances und Jiusleritie.'* wishing Siva 
ti> t»c her lui'il was iilrciuly n grown-up lady on whose lips, 
t>eaiilifui <t9 tiw ' Bimln fruit,* Siva cn^L hia gone end tusl 
for a iiiomcnt ell vontrol over liiniseif. Tlii^ ecenunt of 
Kiilidas gives Hu tu the trujiitional lieiief ihtti rtic cusuiru of 
child tnnrriuge owes its origin tu the iituoit of Sivsi and 
Durga. The wonl * fraiiri-diiH ‘ ihcrefoTO is incBriincIciw 
jti the face of tCiilidnyi's account of (l.iuri—a Imly in tiie 
full bb^im of yoiiili. t'hc new Fliiuhiisiu solemnly laid it 
down limt the projarr age of ti girl 'tnorriagc U seven. 
In tilt eigtnh ytiiir ol'o her marriage is held pnipitiaits ond 
at hi-r ninth and iiuitb years it may be ndmiiiaible with an 
opfjjogy, but if thy girl pnssw her tenth year and the 
pnnuiis li.ivo Meii to give fwr in miimage, oil her ancestors 
up to the J ftli goticration, ncHirding to the Jurisprudence 
of the Hniliniaini: revivalists, would lie doomed in hell. 

It IS also weibkiiown that In ancient times there W'w 
no stringency of esute-rutes in marnage. There arc 
inmimembie inslancei of iaterttiarriagc between difTerttot 
castes. The custoni of ’dveyaoivara* snd the conditions 
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required to bo fulfilled by the suitor of a girl's hands to 
certain cases did not impose any restriction from the view* 
point of tnstc. There was a general invitation to all people 
to try in the Gi-ld of erjimpetitioii on audi occasions. 

There ernj many such icaportoiu points which, show n 
striking di (Terence between the ancient Hinduism and the 
motlern. One would wonder bow the Hindus who glory in 
their Vedtc religion, which is characterised Ity a hroadness 
of sympathy for all—and particularly for tlic fair sea, could 
become so narrow and apatJictic to human misery as tlicy 
have grown now, and still maintain that they are the 
followeni of the creed of tite ancient fltobis. 

The distinguishing feature of modem Hinduism. Is the 
monopoly of all power by the Hrahmins, The Purans, or 
more correctly a great part of tlieir later ititerpolations, 
have the distinct mission of promulgating the [ndisputahle 
Brahmanic auiliority. The general belief la that tlie Brah^ 
min*H benedictions produce all earthly good fortunes and his 
curses cause all imaginable mischiefs. Why was the disc of 
mooli blemished with dark spots ? It is due to a Brahmin'ii 
ctirsc. Why is the water of oceans aalinc ? The reply r^ein 
is Brahmin'E curse. Whnt mark is there on tbc breast of 
the great God Vishnu? That of footprints of a kick by an 
angry Brahmin, Why wa$ the great dynasty of Rnkshaaas 
killed in Lanka? Why was the heaTcn of Indra deprived 
of the grace of tbo Goddess of Fortune? Why was the 
great clan of Jadua extirpated from the earth? The answer 
of all these is Brahmanic curae. In fact in the Pauranio 
works and in the Bengali dossica permeated by Brabma^ 
nie influence cvsrythtng that is good is decloired to he the 
result of Brahmnaio blessing and all misfortunes ascribed 
to Brabnuimc ire, to which gods end men stand equally 
exposed. One would come across ao eocycloptedic mifB 
of legends and tales invented to glorify the Brahmins in 
the Bengali Mababbsrata compiled by Easidaa. 

B 
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In fact when the demtnatton of the HindtiaiJ 

Bengal passed away to the hinds of the Turks^ the Bnih- 
cnlos reorgiDiscd Bindu society hj spreadiog all incredllile 
taira and legends nmongst the m oases indicative of the if 
divine commission to rule and guide Die society. They 
were culled Bhiidev—gnde on the earth j and the vast 
Hindu community stood ris one man paying tbolr tribute 
of worship to the Brahmin. No political or sulocfatio 
poner could have such soveieignty ovec the populace as 
tho Brabmins in Hindu Indio. People shook in all their 
limbs if they odentted a Brahaiin fearing lest they would bo 
areriakcu by Bulimnuic curse. 

But what the new Brahmintsm taught was not all 
oril. This Brail manic rule has a bright and redeeming side 
which fustly desciveij praise, but ibis woitUl lead to a topic 
with which our balhd literature is tiol at all concerned.' 

I bave said that fti® Brahmitiism penetrated into 
the interior of Bengal with the spread of the power of thte 
Sen Dynasty“-rthe great pfltibns of the Btahmiffi^ Tbrnwi 
countries tvliTch lay beyond the pale of the politieit jdrtii- 
diction of the Sens relathed iticir belief in ancient 
Hinduism ivbieU :n a preriobs age hitd been consfikirably' 
influenced by Buddhistic ideas. 

I - I 

’ ■ S The Ballads. .1 i-. 

'.» [I ( i.; • ' 1 . j ' ■ ■' ' I. 

T^ brdladi , are chwfly found in thosu dist.^jets of, 
Bengal wtiiicb the , 3 ou -.dynaaij> could not cpnqtit^fr-iii, 
?>ylhet|,pblttafiopg,andmA?nly,iuMymcnsingb,:? 
vj'.Therb' oiicJiuidoobted peoufs that at one.time.list!jptbpt^ 
of Bsigitl' i|rd9< flooded orec by ballads.: 1 Tho.chief buedfft 
oil tba^ isoiigs -were- ^ entorprisiDg adTOntar«.:<a£.<gaeat 
priuees and tbw dMofiap btiilpiun. ;. New HinduLsic^klfDfns 
cTtr^ ordainci »■ * no necular thing rboold be the sqbfect 



GENERAL INTRODUCTION 


kit 

of wntiDg. Mtii*s sbould not be extollod, liowever 
great these men migbt be. Sexual romance was forbidden 
in society and iLlemture. The literature of Bengali Hindua 
under the away of Brahtuitiiam mainly conaiated of tran¬ 
slations from Pufans and Bpicsi In our Colcutta Uni* 
veraily Library out of about ten thousand oJil manus^pts^ 
at least aii tbousond are tTnnslaiions nith additions of soma 
indigenous stories or something of Brnbminlc propaganda. 
The poeta did not streas aolmn, but empiuitieally pmised 
devotion. Vaishnarism, it must ba said^ was the revolting 
child of tHa Brnbminto revival. It itpsct the social founds* 
tion of tlie Hindus by rejecting caste nnd dissetnijiating 
culture sorongst the maases, Bnt inspite of this iefnictory 
character of Vnishnavtsm it dcteluped that devotion to God 
which was the gift of the Brnhminic Renatasauco sTid 
in thanj respects bold its view in commah with new 
Brnhminism. But for Vaishuaviem the spirit of BensJr- 
sonce woitJtl never have entered deep into the lower 
stratum of the society ; the Brabmins positively diahked 
that their spiritual message ahnuld be conreyed to the lower 
castes. They have composed several Banekrit verses, con- 
dwnniDg the work of Bcngili tranBlatJoiu of the Epica 
and Furans, 

In the SmltmiDic distrteta of Bsnga! the ballads, oa they 
deal with InitnAn action and sexual love, were ousted and 
in their pliice we have a galaxy of Elrtsn eongt, and of 
Ealhokatas and disseraiuaiion of the texts cpf Puruns 
mainly promulgated by the efforts of the Vaishnava*. 
But one who would make a scrutiiiiaJng search in these 
districts also, might yet find aerups of ancient ballads hero 
and there, showing that at one time the ballads had fiouriahed 
there aa in other parts of Bengal There ate many 
referencQ^ in copiier*plaio inscriptions of the Sens nod 
Pals wliieh prove Hie cxtstencc at one time of an 
extensive literature of ballads throughout Bengal. The 
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bollad-litcroturc was ffyatempticallj dUoouragcd even by 

Veubiuivafi.' It eeaentUlIj l^elongcdloUiemaesea nod dealt 
with eecular topira pb we have alrcadj’ said. Kot to say of 
Ibe RenaiBsanoe'Brahiiiliia, even the VaiEhnavas had laid 
it down that all cultnve should be aplritaal. What are after 
all these topics td human deeds worth? The glory achieved 
by the mighdeei had not in thair eyes the value of a 
particle of dust of the feet uf a dovotee> What ta the worth 
of all this liters lure of sexual mmance ? Thia sO'^called 
love is only an iafatuatioa and is a luere vanity and 
illusion^ It gives exaggerated value U> Ilia liankeriog!) of 
our mortal body of dust and clay. Spiritual love is the 
only thing to be Eoughi. 

These views of the BeQatBsaDce^Brahmlns shared ateo 
by the Vaialmavas came as a great scourge on the old popu¬ 
lar culture, and ballad-singing stood coodenmed nnd gradu¬ 
ally dwindled into insignificance—making way far those 
songs which oxtulled dsvodot^ praised devotees like Frahlad 
or Dhruva ur deified mortsla like Ram and Krijahnn mid 
tiic great berooa of the epiea claiming their descent from 
Gods. In those parts of Bectgal which became the strong- 
liold of lliese ideas Ute ballad-literature became gradually 
extinct, so we do not expect any atriking diioorery from 
Western Bengal in tliis £eld. 

The Sens oonld not penetrate into the hack-woods of 
Eaatero Bengal where the Hinduism of the old school 
flooriHhed for a long time. These places adliered to the old 
custom of giving education by folklore and ballads. Mymon- 
singh—especially the enetern part of the diatriot—success' 
fully combated the Imperial march of the Sene. Ballal Ben's 
enemies found ahdtei in that hi by region.' Tba Hapiuga, 

I TtbfTt im Lfi ftufndtmf xiftrta^i («. B^ILaib m Uw C]kki|4ia7» 

\nr l?u. * YilAiuTk irrit*T ih* Ifith Mlinj. 

1 Tlu» wn nmnmiiiJ t-rkdiEHri tv pdttL Sim (TeMhJ Ifllroductkti 

hk B. lilUAi, VoTl h 
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tbe KJrats. tbe BajbanRis and tbe Glmkmaii e^tnblUhed 
llieir powi^r aHcr the fall of the great Gupta Empire in 
good man; localities near the Garo hilK and held Mvereign- 
ty for a tong time, sacccssfully resUting the Sena by 
guerilla warfare. 

The banka of the Kansai the Bhairab, the Dhann, tlie 
Someawnri and the Braiimapnlra were the places where 
the Aryanieed hilhtribes hail adopted the essence of Shaim 
religion inllueiiocd by Biiddbisi creed and attained a high 
level of ciiUure to which the ballads and folklore prernient 
In that conntry will supply a strong testimony. The political 
supremacy of tlieie lands passed direct from the hands of the 
hiII-tribes to those of the Turks, so that the new Bra hminis m 
favoured by the Sen Bajas could not Uy its hold upon them. 
The jansprudenoo of Bagbnnandan Lad nu voice in (lie lands 
of Hajongs and Garos. 

In regions domineered by new BrahinLniEin tlie Chatto* 
padliyayss, ibe Bandjopadhyajos, tbo Mukhopadbyayae and 
the Gongopadhyajaa became the kuUnit amcmg^it the 
Brahmins. They bad obliterated their oM family sumamei of 
Dliar, Ear, Das, etc., in order to show that their origin was 
divine and that they bad nothing to do with tiie people of 
olber castes. The titles which they created became their 
absolute monopoly which no olber caste was priviJogedto 
adopt. These titles, I need hardly say, are more or less of 
receot origin, being taken from the names of special 
localities. The Gangulys were the deacendants of tlKwe 
Emnouj-Brahmins who bad settled on the banka of tlie river 
Ganger. The Mukhutb and the Chattatis were elevated to 
Mukhupadbyayas and Chatlopadbyayan and Buitdaghatia to 
Bundjopn dbyajas. 

In the Eastern districts of Mymenaingh llie Cliakrabaf' 
tya are atill tite kufins amongst Brahmins. The Ohoahes, 
Baeua, Ouhas and Mitras, ibo modora nobility among the 
Eayaatlias, were not heard of there until recently, and Ibo 
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Dattaa occupied tLe biglicsl afatus In society. Tbiis il will 
be seen Itut in tUo>c rcntoiie.oastflro parU Itieold order etill 
pror oiled tbougli at tbe ptieseni day litc weetero uifluenw is 
groduidly penclratiug into tbesc woodj Innds. 

Tlio FaiUans audotJicr peopkoMained tlic of 

these pliicea, as I hav'o said, not from the Smia but from^tbo 
hill-tribes direct. Somoswar Singh, a Brabmin gemHril of 
upoountry, ousted one Vaisjn Qern from Burgapiu and 
occu|iicd ll«;^ place in liSSO A, D. Koar Stierpur them waa 
art independent chief named Dilip Sfunanto,. Be had, a 
fori near b; called Ou Jaripit. {The word:Jurip being »□ 
iucurrect formof DJip.) Majlis Bumaj'UD, a 
Feroj Siia, killed tbu DilipSomanta ial4dl and occu|ucd hie 
kingdom, Dilip Samauta waea Knch, and Lhe Koch tribe had 
apread up to SaroTj in the north of Dacca where Diiiijaaiita 
Srm, son of Blilin Sen, a relatlcm ol B^hi], dclealed Uimn in 
the lilth century. IsLa Khan, ooe of the twelvo sub’lo^ uf 
Bengal, oqiupicd ■Tangalbafi in Kishoi^unj (MyrneosingU) 
by a sudden attack on Liikshman H^ra of the Kajhanai 
tribe in 15$'). In ibc aainc way Bokainagoiro,. Madanpur, 
Kaliajuri, and oilier places of the district where - Uje 
Ary'aiiieed lull-nico reigned as independent elhefs pasoed to 
the handi of the Patbana in ibe JBtb and 14th centuries. 

It in for tbiE reason that the rich ballndditerature 
piiblialied by the Dnii’emity boa been mainly Found from 
these remote eastern Incalitvee. The mceoage they bear ia 
unique—distiuct from the culture of theBrobmonio Ranaia^ 
sance. Tite western diatricta of Bengal, oa I bovu aoid, 
totally drove tlie bolUda nway. They have been for long 
centuries safe in tbesc caetcm atrongbcdjlB, and this mode, of 
popular education by iolk'literatuie boa continued in these 
eastern stronghold—^remolo from the inHuence of the. now 
Brahroins. 

The leroale ebaroctera of the ballad-literal me bear s 
atriking aEGnity with those of the atondanl Sanskrit w'orla 
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of ibe Gupta p«n6^. Some of tbe (icroinea of the ballttfls 
, Uko .«o many Sakuii Lolas au4 .prbn^s. Thof dboose 
Uttir ot»)i brdi wHbool (ssUiog for pertniBsioD ot-tiie 
^areata. Tbo prc-Duptiol lovo is romaatic ut eaoli cime, tbc 
)(air ones breathing an oir of pedoci freoclom in Lltojnatler of 
the obi^tioD of Uieir tiridf^grooma. It is strange that ETon the 
ijiUorate poeta of these rtiraJ diBinds nre found quite familiar 
with the spirit of the word'^ urn boro,' wliiah is llteir 
Local diatfioU they nama ' fdidm bar ' The time had of 
ooumo bpggoae by wlion a Hindu biag would proelniih the 
atcayamhara of Ida lUiightof laiittng the ,pHitees of the 
aurrounding couatries to come and participate in the artor 
petition. 8uah a oottrae in Lhose days when (be Hindu bad 
|od their poUtksI supremacy would be more or less fratreht 
with daugor. Fortuguesc and Mtigh pimtea: and BomatS n;i« 
young memhera of Mabomedan atittoaracy would gcft nn 
^portunlty to. come and forcibly seise the beautiful girls, 
but atillj ^ far as it writ oonHlsteiil iwitb'Saroty, a free 
ampe WBB giTcn to ibe girla- for.' eboosing-.their, mates 
and ttie society had not shut' its [loetilla againat oeaual 
romance. . , . t , ^ 

Women often, showed a devoted lore even when their 
p^tenbi isnd guudiant opposed . theiu. A oouotry t)oet 
aitige that there are a hundiod end one, sweet , thuigs 'iti 
Uve world, but nothing Ur w sweet tea womso as when 
ahegeU for bur bpsbead one wtnm she loves. The uncle 
pf-iSonai, Btintuhram, bad nrraDged her marriage willi a 
^bomodan.pnlocriU, but the: girl wrotie a letter to ber 
lover a&kiiig him to <ciirry bee ,o0. Bbelun' when, abe came 
tp luiow itvet her fatlter wai| not Inclined to give her in 
marriage to her lover, on tin ground of liis ‘Inferictr 
social status, Hi tier father’s pataco, and fled away with 
tbe lover. Such instanous may be easily multiplied. Old 
Bengali Utarniure breathing the air of priestly renaissance 
U . a rigid held in which we seldom tamae ncrasa such 
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lovo-mmancra. Tbt ballatls repeal an ostoniahing {jf^odom in 
our w'omc.n lo which tnodern Qitidu^ not accustomed. 
The ngC'^reiitrictbii:« nowhere in this romantic litera¬ 
ture. Since oil llie lieromtis firat fell in lore jiqi] Iben 
miirty, it is natural to suppose that ell ol them sltould have 
poised that stage wltorc tlie present society w'ould commit 
tljum to the absolutv care of their guztrdianfl in matrimonial 
matters, Tendering them into the veiled toys of the Inner 
apartments when morv children, Sometimes we find n girl 
attnioitig her 21st year before her marriage and Htill there 
ie no hurry alioiit tier felt by her guardians. In one balled a 
very sober and simple Brahmin girl of ortLodmr community 
offers her heart to u lover in private, Tbb man playa 
pert) iliou sly with her. The fa liter is sliockcd at the conduct 
of the young man and aaka hU daughter to make a choice 
from amongst her numerous other suitors, but the girl 
refuses to marry and prefers a life of celibacy. Such conduct 
in a Brabmtn girt could not t» permitted in the present 
Hindu sociely. The society described in these ballads b 
free lu sky, where the lovers sing ttieir tove-songs like larks. 
Bhelim,—the daughter of a rich merobant-~obsconds with 
her lover but is forcibly imrted frooi him by a lynmt who 
t,akea n fancy for her. She remains in the hn^tm of lha 
wicked Abn Eaja for days and months much like Site in tfan 
Afoka Garden, Thence she dees to Ibe palace of a friend 
dI her mate, but this friend proves a traitor and conspires 
to kill him. For nearly a year during which she passed her 
days in the nUnersi nnguisb nl lie-irt, she is curried off and 
oa from place to ploco like a prize or a preetous booty, 
poying the inovittible penally of Iteauty, But it is curious 
that after nil these vicissitudes of her fortune sbe is not only 
cordially eduiUtcd to lier father^s home, but even the father 
of her lover agrccu to accept her as his daughter-in- 
law. The couple is married with great ednl on the sea. 
lostances of such toloralion and forgiveness we seldom 
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find JI1 Hindu of tho fiennisEitncG It niA,y be 

Lhe case flint this Lmllnd ^'a4 to it certain extent tainted by 
Tibeto*Biirn)ttn influence, for in tlie Hindu society of remote 
Enetem parla of Bengal there is anrely a Mongolian element 
of female freedom in the air. Tbe conduct of Bhelun, it 
must lie sail], is aU tlirougii unexceptionable and without 
blemish, tbeugb not i^uite consistent with the idcnl of 
Sralunonic purtt.y„ 

The custe seldniui proves n bur to the union of lovers. In 
Romo ballads a king give» a general permission to the 
prince—bis sun, to riiari^ any woman wliatcvcr might 
l>e her aiatuB in soclely (aidr Mukiit Roy, p. 93). I 
believe liefore the rignroiis priestly denunt woa introduced, 
there had t>ecn nniiiy cases of ' Pruttfnm * rnarriage, now 
randemned by the Hindu society. In some parts of Hindus* 
than even now a Hindu Rnja may take n Moslem wife 
allocating a aeparato harem for her when? she may 
follow her own religious practices. The sloka ’ 
9 v^irf*r ‘ wns at one time no dead tetter, but actually 
the stalwarts of society were privileged to iniirry fmm 
any caste. From iill these evidences we conclude without 
any hesitancy that tbrougliout this vu&t literature of 
ballads tn Bengal then: Is abeolutcly no preponderance of 
the modem Brelimauic idasa. Everything described is 
fresh, lively and vivifying. 

The sew jurtsprudenee of the Bindiis forbidding sea* 
voyage had no hold on tlie {reople of Myrnennin^li and 
Ghittugnng fur a long ttmo. Beantifnl nm1 Interesting 
ore the ncconntii cl lUo alttpa failing toward;! distant 
countries and ol their retTim home laden with cargo, 
When n mei Thftri t eame bach to his noLive shore with 
rich nterchandiae, it was the ladies wlio had to aemrd him 
welcornu first of all ut iho landing ghat. They adorned 
the prewa of the ahip.s with vermilion, and made ulTeritig 
of tufts of griiss and grain,—observiog otlier raSigioiifl 
C 
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rites Wort the curgo was laniM aAliore, In Ihu uinlter 

the aecounte given m .Qur baUaii^pwitrjr offerfi a striking 
ooDintat witU tliow of su&'Vu^Hges d&serilMid bj; Eabi- 
Kankan. HijT\54vpta, . KihemannoiJa; ICetnk^das'(md oiiLer 
Benaissance-pcwti. They have iuoredilde .lt>geiuy 

about the ancjimt eed-royage^ with n free pJay of their lu^ 
reslxamed tirnguintion. wMdl euaictmie» read like Artihiim 
Nights lalittt. Ksbi Ii[aukan wbUk^ duecrihing thi: periltJits 
coDditioD of ibc sailors io u stormy sou directs his Ul-sosfloQed 
buroaur ui the East liioiigal pilots, &iioh.i]tnssage» inky Ire 
praised as power! a I satire but they do not give us any idea 
of life in tlio sea. In the ballads we have matiy auimawd 
descriptions of Btonos to vo^t waters. The borrora o! 
the setx in i^ommcitioD wWi the tai^ wave-e riee like hiU^ 
fops rendmg Ihe very Iwttom of tlu; vot^t wnters sod touobing 
ibe sky*—the sails nod the ropes Ifohig snapped i>d by 
violent guitfB of u-)nil> and itie cosiv a]>peaiiug help* 
lesa and smalt like pygtnirs Id tbaii dreadful couituotJDD 
of tin tun,— tUt l>Cwiliie^ed pilut divabjed (rocu steering 
the course of- the ship or conliDoUing the helm sad l)h£ 
great whirlpt>ob below luoking like dreadful luotuaeru with 
gaping mouths—all those are portrayed in speh a hfei-like 
colour that wo seem to tio in. the midst of tlie acn par¬ 
ticipating in the gene^l pauio and desperate struggle oi the 

voyagtiJB. , , . : , I 

Such deacriptions are very vivid iii the Udlitds re- 
oovored frcioi Chittagong sea-eide« In the balladlOliNasar 
JUalum the figures of the finrinuds—~ihe Puriugueea ud 
Bunneso pirates—have kcun pnaented with their pioturcsetue 
dress, bom on atuiolung metchsuLveasoia and plundering 
tJie booty. They wum mai of abort stature with coots 
of scarlet colour, hats and stripped turhoiia, and their loodbr 
had always a tdesciope in his hand. I bey aumniiitod 
mhuman atrocitiis on the captives whom they killed, 
mutilated or sold in the southern cotnslrtea. The duties 
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of !i Msilnm or captftin rtri> vleiidy ibftiieil. He wns 
gejierally: : ^n m»i . ontj iti ntttig^tioti l^gt. m ilr»vr- 

of dit^ wJi. Hd kopt wilU Inm birdn of a 
poniniUr ppGcic^ \^~hwli i>nsj>C9S^ an institictirc kno^ledgs 
of llK'iwa ■ vdiott! wuU-re wert stinltow thesn birde ^voulil 
ittdiifAks t]iu ibmut'r-/4)nc liy ihcir alirickii.. f di> not know 
i! tlus;purl of tli^ jii'iioiioi, ih a mere Togond. Tko Miiiuiii 
knt'W trtnn t>lrtmrvinKpii nl llie aky tlitr varyi^ig oundi- 
iloiiE uf l.hi- wt-albct inid coulil uiku: precaution whon 
Ui' anficji^ei] dnnger. Ttnunmi Gasi’v nccoiint of M$ 
voyngc ia very inlprestioft. He Tinds women in a 
IKipuiotiii eily doing marketiugr pimiglitng And manj 

Hi)(?h fujidionfi, .while n>oii perfonn tbe duties of kitchen. 
This Gviifnntly refers to Burmese wx>mett. Ti>e shores 
ho descrities ore occAsiunolly enlivened with small hilly 
fttages where the deer and bufijito graze freely tmd drink 
fiuru .Kiuall fountains and narrow water^uri^es. The 
mcrchniit is unfamiliar with cocoauut IrecB, so be 
wnndem at the tall irec^ bearing eupa of water nt the 
top. In tlie Brvy.itfwy. gt^iierallr traded irt dry^ fish. Many 
arc ilie dcseriptiqps wlierc the water entering the 
dup in storm, drenched tlie dry Sshes producing a bad 
nddur, wliic-ti incited the vullures and other birds of prey 
hovering , in tlie sky to ' evivop down and oarry tbeth 
(iin In the ballad' of Blietua the maFcli of a naval 
cxpc^itiDii U graptiicafty descriit^. The w^r-^Rcet consisted 
of fourteen efiips. , The conieiits of each of them are 
iiieiit(oncd. The, front id>i|i‘ laden with fCorans 
luul Rcripflines, iw if ^lo eosiire divine oanutioii for woi 
iii ti rigliii.iT'iiii ciiusc., TJie nwetjng of MveraJ fleets 
from fum dircctiunst wlien tfheUi.a'H mnrriagu was to bo 
mlclii.'ilcd im a Uirluiieht sou, presented a superb and 
innjestic sjicetaclo, mid tlic pnet sIiowji cdiisidmble. power 
in dolinoAling tite grand coreniony in wliicTi Abu Raja 
was made iho vlctiui of a iKorvt cons|iirju;y nf the 
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AvroQgcd bcroiti^. Wo know frcini tlie^ l^nlLada tliat U 
the cuBlani in sonie of the inorcliiiiit fomilioe of Bengal 
to perform the wetUing of n tictrotli£4l couple iu ilie tieep. 
One merchant apja—" Sea in my honw? ” (Vol. If, Port I, 
p. H(^). All this ghnwB the extent of commcFcinl activities 
cotidui'te<i on the eea by the people of tfiis nncicjit lanrl whsm 
In theX4tlj century or n little earlier sca-voyiigc was !or- 
blOdeu. OccostoEiiLlly the scenes tfescribed in liie soft are 
plcture!»(]iie. Tlie i^ndy tales when; there is scarcely to ho 
seen tiny human habitation, dcsert-Hke without any sign of 
vegitalion—where the orooodUes slretcii iLeir body Inzilyj 
half in water and lidf In itie snnily shore, bnteliing their 
eggs — 'are presented with the vividness of a scene enacted 
before one's oyes« Soraetimes the sailorg see hundreds 
of cocoanul fruits carried on the foams of llie waves, 
no one linowing from what island they came doatiog 
in such superabUDdiiDce* 

4. The iftndri« end Muhonicdens. 

We have u[> to now' publlsfied 51 ballads. Of thcao nt 
least 15 were composed by Mtibomcdatis. In many 
though a ballad was composetl by a Hindu it used to be 
snog by Mahomediiii niinstrcls. Astlio purists of liralituU 
nic Rennissanoo gradually iinpoKCd more and more stringent 
rules in regard to social morais. some of tbo ftnost of 
bnlkds breathing a rofrcsiiing air of freedom were oou* 
dcmnctl as tinlioly. mid Mahiin, Kamoln, Kajal Rckba, 
Bhetua and many other ballads of great poetical bonuly 
and charm boro the ban of Brahminic canons and 
were expelled from Hindu homcH. We owe their cs- 
islence to Mnhonnstan 'Gayans' who did not set a pin'a 
fee at the atigrj look of the Brehmina. The [joct Jamat. 
ulla, whoao another (umo was probably Amir, wrote the 
tnoal excellent ballad of iKaniktara. We Imvo been ablo 
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to recover only e pnrl of ttiis iotertsling balM. its realietic 
scent's gt^o uf) acluat vii^ians oi Jife ^'ith nil llie light 
and »b(ido of s rural utojosplmic. Jainat*iiUa w a perfect 
iiwstcf of the pocuc style. His description of the vilkgie* 
rjudck Titikfiri* of ihe young friends who grfldiiall}' l>cL;mic 
confirmed djicoita, of Vasirs Ipve-roinpiict; and the ricli repast 
sert ed in liis fatheriii'bw's house are gntpliic ami enlivened 
by spurklitig humour. The wonderful Mauiktont—the heroine 
of the tale,—is a figure. IVc litivc no Bpacc hero 

for niMlysing the niiiriiie and eoinplei cbornetiT of ibis 
woiLnn. Sbe was Iraitied for domestic as well as for 
martioS life, and ber slnitagems revealed In Iht ineom' 
plete Imllnd are worlliy of a Macbiivvelli. .Tomal'uUaV 
doae knowledge of Hindu Eoeiely does him great credit. 
In lliia be is not a wbit inferior to Alwal, Uie milhor of 
Pnilmobaii {etdo Bangavasa O Sabitya, SlB wJ., pp* 478-BR). 
He occasionally cuts a joke at bis Hindu friends but that 
ia iveU merited and Iberc is no stlug about it. The poet 
Monanr Bayoti, author of DctvTin MadinB, i« ft prince of 
rutjlie poets and the devoted MaJitift, the liest of his 
creations, has justly drawn odmiralion from Bomain Iteltend. 
Tltehullads of Nosar Malum, Suruntielift and Manjur M« 
composed by Mabomedan poeta dinplay remarkable liienry 
poivurs. Some of the Moalem poets whom I have namctl lioro 
riHC far above the sbouldcra of the average Hindu poets of 
old Bengali litemture. If oar Mosictn breihroti still contend 
that the old Bengali literature is essentially Hindu in its 
character they will be very ercaiij miBtnki'ii. Tlwj Bengali 
Muslcms liavc us much ground to tnko pride in their mother* 
tongue na tlie Hindus tliemsekea, and if n true estimate 
of merit is nwdc by i in partial eritics, I um mH sure wlwtfior 
the paitn would I* carried by Hindus or Maliomcdans, ft is 
due lo Moslem piilronnge that iliC Bcnyali lileralure first 
nhtitinerl ft (noting nnd reoc^iilioa in th® society of the 
learned in Bengal, In ll»e countryside whew Uhs Fakirs and 




EASlTKHN BENGAL, ballads 

Mostem aiiigem. still spread iheir cullnR* by Bengali songs 
ntid npliortstnii, lluiy cointnAiid nn fiiidiejici! far JArger tiifltt 
ihe eti-eaJleil cvtlliirctl irriiers do in mir mfldem literature. 
Tlie liieraturo of batlnds,—ol Ujo Miinoita cult and C4r folk* 
lore; gC'iu^rHtlly—are uUuiMit entirety in tlio litintla of Mnlio* 
mcilniis tri Eastern Beug/il- 

But tltoiigli of itiebC oiitIutTU are followers 

of iBidtn yet their Ituart Ih nnt dohaeett l>y ony narroit or 
ill-Lrt'd seaiiifientH of raciiil prejudice. Ttie (loot of Mnnjitr 
Ma puts ft in tlic mouth of tuo Jicro that hin wife wus a 
fairy of IJliwt, u mdtnble flag of heovrUf seervd (i» n Tulasi 
leaf [iiu1 bcautlfiit es Dasahtnijji. The Mnlioniodniipoet of the 
bnllml Kiirnttncha paye Ilia salute to Itic rir$ niiil Sninta hr 
well ae lb The locitl Hindu tkiticft^Bnrnmai and Srimai 
in liis jinthjgur. Anotlicr MuLoniedau poet fiuys, ** The 
MoslEmi tind the Hindu are frahi tlie eame bundle 

One catle Him, Alla KapTuiI and tiMf oilier Huri." Such 
preTtininnry u-riu's hteitthing good will end opiui-eintion rt« 
very coUmion in flitb+c bnllad'titerittuFc. 1 fpiofc nnotlwr 
verse rrr>tii n MrilKHiKithin tkiof wUicfli liivs the vaine cnihcilic 
iden. '* Itntii tmd Bnhfm, Bietnilla nnd Vishnu tire the 
ilifreroiit tinmcw of tile Rnme Udiig." The Mahemedon writer 
of tin: hnlind of Kixitni Dneuit says, “ I pay my Inimbfe 
irilmie ijf rraiicet to ?fur Knbi add to Knrau—llie wurd 

uf God,.I nesi Mhilo the shriiits of Vrindalinn wtth nil 

its n^ierofionR'of Rmlltn and KriRliiia, and (o the tnenuiry of 
Sitrt-—tfie' jewel of clmstc woriiniiiTitHxt aiul to Itnm—the 
priiiir of the ilyfmsty of Haghh.*' The Mofilcms iij'the 
l)Ollriila nil’ gi'iiprnlly iHb^'t hutd in their prores!?rOii of such 
tangmijiiuous mid the Hiiid uh nrc iiivt sfow in 

glViifg A fftling re^kutw hi ITiWiii Tu the Liilhd of Kaiilrti 
aiid'Tdlii'wle ftnd Ii»vw' thc civlt of Shlyaplr Wiis ponmdgitied 
by a Mrthmiiednu Enkir W itli tlie help hf a yottng Hindi) 
iniol, The pmil K;ihi Kiuibn' tvlns n w^ClI-knowTi writer of 
the siivtecuil) century—I {■oateiiithirury of ChuUnriyn. He 
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'wds a lif ii Pir ;inil liiiil suck 

ceepcctfiil love lor him Ihtit hr :itc the riiicso fmin his 
MjisUt’s witlsHit [«ny j^cniplr- 'Jhii tind 

ilift Mitulu pooifl hiiv(f (ki^oriWd lovo-tale^ in wlikli llio 
loven bcliititjrd lo Ihc tun ili/Tcrclit [|i oua 

ense !i Mn1ii>nU'i1:hi [vriticrN* hilU ii' lovi* with n K>i)ii(iriyfi 
mut ii* ttnollitT ihorc is n jiKist (Irvoied hivo wr^iiti,' on 
oinTtyrrluiii b(;l\vi.»cii a I^mlirniii girl antin Mnlmmott iit 
Iflyt!tmiot|ier \vi) find a Iliiitlti wtilmvof higli suitiis 

in sodeiy rtiimiitg Jiwny uitii lior Mnhnnnfdiili lover. Ail nl 
iLese tliriio ballnd* lire wriUtn hjf Mnluifvicthnis. In tlio 
boll ad of Chaitdravali ci'inpowHl by Ifit; Njiytitielitiutl 
we find Jnycbaiiilni, ii litiiJimin yooth, nvnrryin^ ii MtihivniO' 
dan girl. i*uiih ncdounls never erctilrtl any nu'inl btlteniMe. 
They did not origiimto fmin wniniiJtiAl iiix'|fiilirUh Inti wea* 
(iKidud^ of .gnileless hearts, tviiieh hnliovcd (hat (ho bliiitl 
deity -was tndilTenittl In nil socint nriil ooniirumal roiittifknv- 
tiuSA. Tjie Hindus nnd: tho Mnljoniodans enjoyed these 
ImI lads tlike, A Itbakm pout^ln* never «nr«l lor llic 
dusive intercats or (trejudioee^of bin coninniivity (vriLcs llte 
rollowingvebiu : ” iX/tnitiinist mybrethrcn on a cuw which 
is allowed'to gmac irttlte 'tinsturcs iicht a hill (any monicnt 
iV mny be fcillwl by la tiger). Trim tiol. my brelitren, 
ona honsve llinl Bbftibi (tn ilie bunks of i\ river (micIi Itiniafa 
are'gtinorally washed away in Ensiern Hcngiil hy tliu 
Podmitj the BnUimaiiuLnii and ntlicr iiig rivwi> every year), 
Tfuacnob^ my hrellvejtij no the wife of a Nfabomcdati ntirt 
on the heal'd ol a Hindu (the )(u(hot means to isay that the 
MaiiomBdaua allow their wtnnon ' ihu right of' cliyorec aini 
of tatiiiig nnothet' mole. I'Rn llio Kccurity of 'a Hindu hus¬ 
band cnanot ba ihdtrih The >i1fttioiJi(rdau Jioeps (he U.inl 
eit g nraUev ol cetigknwi, «)to]nih.tott iwfieraasillic Htnilu 

kec^ it liMliiy - and ii{irivn» 'il off l{n*nitirrow id his 
willOi Tlic MiihumuilHn pout of liuii lnUhul Mnjiiktara 
pawscH nmny jokCK ai wJue of the iDCungnmiis 



Kxxii 


EASTKUN' BliKCiAL 13 ALI.I.VDS 


cu4t(i)nie> itf tlic Hindiw, but ilie lone ie one of go«wf 
'‘till jiiiil rrk'ii(llitte!«H thnt uo Hindu ixiultL iuke nny 

ufTtuire, 

TTmI !i large ^ctiuu uf Uie miillfcaicd It) lltc 

Hiiidtiii nitc'r lll(Mlo^t'n^Jl1| uf Ibiddliitim in iJongcif, evcjU' 
iiiiitK iic:i‘(-}UL'(] lulum u'ill In; wtut lrt>m I lie Aiifftilemuiitary 
[HirlUui iif the f'urivjt I’uraii by Untnui rnndit, in wlicch 
il is wnlifji ihiiL I be jirophulti jmil Llj« nugeipt U ibu 
MiilHUU' itniii* iiieomiiti-d tlimselvce in otu! blns^Him 

order lo jiuiii^li tliu Urjiliniiuii. 1 Ikivc gol a ccipvo[ an old 
IVingidi jhjpni .tf llif Niilli Cull wiltj me in wbicli n tong 
niifoiinl of the rdnliouMliip tiuii exisiod Uctwieu Ifie Jollcnv* 

ol till* Salim tritll mill ol Ihlam i» givoti. Ii is dear fntni 
ibis ImniIc tjuil n irirge ticeiiiui professing tlie NaiSm etili tiiid 
a pro-Mudem kiuleiii'y nliieli i»o d*mbt uUiniately developed 
in nirtiiy iif tlicin (iiruing Mnliomcdnn col verts. One of 
tIiL* iijemttes of iLo Katlui cult King® in lli'nt slraio ; ** The 

Modem I’lri., |irn;i]icLH nm1 Saiyrnls .ire but liw moiilfesUi- 
tiuns of llicc. oh lord f " He jdiLlosoplilcaJly ttilcrproltt ihe 
(vrcmimy of the ^Itihiiiiieihinpi and pays his rcflpects 
to same uf the iliKtiuguiHtiod ‘Sheku* »tn1 Llefvii.hes. When 
we riml lhi» Bpirit in n HCripture of the .Vathn cull prcKtrved 
it) ft Hkiriim tctnplo wo are imlnrally remimiGd of the 
Sniishrii tt'ork Hekh Stibhoilaya uUrihnUi] la rialaj'iidim,— 
writlni in hoimnr of n Mttlioincdnn sniitt. 

Ttic'itf an? many ovitlunccft lo prove tlirU in the earlier 
diiy^ of Miihmneiliin ecuKjiunth the lliiiihti. inorl to nssimiluto 
thr b<st eliMiients of Islnui in their rciigton. Some of iliu 
M.ilHUiii'thin ririt aiiil KikirijCftiHvially ii hand of \nlins wdm 
came frem Araliin, lent llidr [mwerful Bttppnrt iu liriuging 

aticml Hub Imppy uiihni in the loth atiil liHh oftilnries. 
Out of t[lift feeling cnine into cxisteiirc tlie culLg of Siuya 
riraiid Mjiuik t'ir whieli were Um.idlmiW'd on o «ympiitlwlic 

appicdidiiui of all that Sit gmul in the two ... Tlio 

MiLijutiicdnii balliid-uiLtkore htivu t-h'iirly iudicjtled hoiy ll)^iy 
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fflfttliHliu (iliiiQ«p)kere of Bcngul oongBoinl torr tlieir linbilittiaii 
ill till! tilglilHHirliiiwl of ilw iTimliw In toriiu of perfect 
itnjitj, izoortvviU mul jicnce, Wlicii wij rtinii? BcroPH Hio 
prf-eiit of e«iiiniiin?i1 trouble wlwl a. oniitmfiL do uv) 
fiinr^ Tt is not unirelf due to ntiy bilfertu;** tiiliciciit m tlie 
ninilii or lire Maboiupdnii; tUc seed Iwist cimhc flying in ilia 
nir from ttonie unbnoivo irgimi. 

After u ['Jtrefiil study of this ballsd-litoninrc 1 liiid ttmt 
llicrt' ere Honle poirif'^ Ui udiii'li Uic Mribonteiluu jinelti hnve 
cjwLly anrpassod the Hirnln?. Tt is inipo?siblo fot n Ilintln 
|KiC(i liowever brtmii Uin vieiTis nrny Iw, luing in mi eri- 
vit^rimvnl nf orllitMloic idens M lie does, to dypict elumefer 
Uke Mfinjiir Mu, in ilic true spirit ut syinpftUiy as tin- 
\fnhomcilnii jmel li:i'' done. Such syiiipailiy fnr the fQllch 
girl in iiiijiO'sible Lo lx> shown by n Hindu pool whoso heart 
woiiltl iiatiiritlly nvrnU ngaiiitit a fnlse wife in j«pife of nil 
itniij^s thiit nhghl he snid in her defence- The old BeitgnU 
lilcratiirc nlirniiniH with Bnritinnsirt, But no HiirainAsj I 
think iiintcliCs the weohh of ilnmrslie find pathos 
whielj iv'D Ibid III tlio Lbiriinmsi of Dew it n ^Tlldinn . Eabi 
KniikiU) ni> doiiht givcH n very iHiwerful Baranifuii in hia 
Chniiin Kiihyn,1nit Fii1larn% misforinnes. though they posaess 
great palhoii, eiiTntiii U- a inatcli fur Uts e]c<]niflife tnuclici of 
tikc reiflisitc aeeoiint aioMX’tntcd with tlic fiehUwnrk of u 
riiHlic pair during llir twelve tnonlhs of Ifse year that we find 
in Mndina. Tiie hm of Mndinn and Onlal in fact give^ a 
pietniv nf Iha hli'Jil niiptuit in the coitiige "f fufasants. 
The Inve nf (Iv* tuir whifh rnmKilieally gnidnatly 
di've'xiH.'^I i I ill I Jill tiif.iiiiinniiiu Imnd hy <hiily c<i'Opentiinn 
in hninehtild wvirl., TIu-very naiiiio <if ihidr diiticii drew 
Iheiii i<i. nnr- jiiiiiilier lilf •Jiic was imlisfiviitiiahle for (lie otliur. 
They weir isUirrilli I he lle-ll nf Iksli ntid l!ie IiIihhT of blooiT 
nf each Hillii-T. Nn jNji't Ini' daiiJi so mneh to show ilie sacred 
tie wliirjt linimd .i priiHTiiit ivilh lii^ wife os the poet Mnnaur 
liiiH dniic by [hirlvnying the fidelity* purity and c)nld-liko 
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trust Jiml t]epoi>i(once t>f n |«asjmt wife. Ttu) repentfmt Dula^ 
Eeiiriiifj a entaHtrophe, eontes iit al(w paees lt> li is deserted 
fjodjo bet 1 1 dll TII (j eiqhifl wliii'li confirm lii* present intents. He 
at-es Uie bivonrilu tow of llie 1 1 on rc reiliiced lo n skeleton, 
cviilcitllj wiili no one to{jjveii ymsa or wnler, straying away 
fftpiu ii* sliL'd,—the pet Linl ul hie wife loosened from its 
Ixynitifnlcnge nmlrryiiig piteously frtiin the roof of the house, 
—tljc favourite cat mewing in ilcsprtir nenrtije kiletten which 
is cviilcnlly descried i'}' I lie miidties'i. The tuangQ*plant 
which hiitl Ixicii rcarwl np by the couple with so mneh care 
he hmnd caU‘n u|i by a gnat or cmv, and tite hedtp} raised 
for its protect ion broker} iit plticcs. Tlicse aitnntioiifi tire 
jiocL does not huddle together in tm iniirtialic fnsliicnt 
but they are givun after pauses nnd intervalB grailiiafly 
flcccntnalinij tlu* effeet of Uic eotniug tragedy. 

Another Moslem poet—ilic author of Natrar Mnliim-^is 
Tilmorl nil dpiiil of Mansur Haiti in giving ilomc&iic Eoiiclics. 
We liTivo no -ipacc here to review ilic poclry of this wonder¬ 
ful biithil wliicTi lire render will find in the present voluiuc. 
We wonder ln»v the UwTrl of llrcsi* Moslem |)tn;U, liiitrnmtnci- 
led liy munnl orihoiloxy (iinil who prohahjy inlicrited the 
npiritiKii ciillnre of n more I'Jitliulie riiliginii Ukiu Ik* modern 
Ilhubiisiii) wfis a veritntife KhH’ 0 *limi‘*e of sneh lino poctienl 
iiJeJiK, The kilJjid of Xmaimeki evinces remorkubte (lootieul 
lioui^n'!). Even Mich n prnKtic hnllnd the Bati Klieda 
(if ElC[ihiiiit'Capt»i>^ liiijiken redeeiiJeil by lively roudius of 
true ptxhtry w'liich we fenrcely esiK'elcd in sueli n fin* subject. 
The Miiboimikn iieiHiiniry of iCasi Hengnl Ifvlogjn (ho (iofl- 
gclii- valley, wbidi ithfiitiiik wiih rieli Iniidwitpeii cnitveneii by 
lorgi' rivi'rN, h.i\'er:itl from Iheir piclKrc-sipte coniUry not only 
a lit'^h tiiid svintu ln,ol jaihiiling with domestir leiiilerni’sf!t 
—hut iilMji M fliiiillii jpower to tile psychology of 

huinaii lien IL under the ejndl of pain and 

j(H — dwelliii:: HI the infiiiite t-iilii) of llimr rurnl ntioosphcre. 
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Pada*. 

7 sliouM iisk my rcittlei'!^ Ut «tmJy ciirofully Utu four 
bdIfnifA; MnLuti^ Sliiim Roj, Auilkii Biuxljiu jiml Mobliat 
IkndJiij. I1it'% spurkli' like gcjua of tlic Stima britliiibcti lUid 
f^uJiUly. Hut diief riitm'hi Jje« trlLL qjg in their 

giviiiH u* in an nniiiii>lnkiiMo wny llie werv scntiiuoutH o( 
oiir gi'cnt: |ioia Cliimdidtid ^vith nil (Jic rhyllim ami wealth of 
etnutiunol liKutgUL mttlvrvil «n familiar t.i u& tty him. Hie&e 
liallutte hring :i tniisffltyt*, wliirh wo tlmL tipmUmlitHisd 
by Clwjstijdtia, of hij^hcHl iMai'tyrdmn in tlio cnmie of 
lore. Ttte hornet ami lieratnes of liieae btilliidti caro 
not for ottfllti or fur nujr JHicial Tliey Intmple 

upon every form of orxlinnnco oti wotnua in Ifitidu 

soaely. The hornine olti'ii riiiK Ihnittgli gre;ii surtificeki 
for love, hut she is not in n >ileri;cttypG<i form 

ntiil iiii 3 u HtiiQip u| imlii-idiialily whieh is peculiarly 
her otm. The Itngiiititic lomis iiDtil in tite Liallnds nt 
times vorgt! on the very words of Chiindiihis. The situn- 

tiouH (lesiTihtHl hy Ohitiididii*> in lyrkol find their 

coimtefjviri; in ndunl rlrnnmtic iiiciilenls (UfScrilMxl in the 
bnlincle. Head Jinw tin* [nincf tii the «ong Htf D]iopnrp.-it 
exposes hiinsctr lo min in si tlnrk night Wsiiting fur the 
wnshcroQinjilcii und it will tip|)x»ar Ihrit thr wdl’kliown potmi 
rtf Chiindidns ' Jl CTC'Tfl etc., hna liccti piclori- 

ally LHufitrotcd in the ballad. The Audhu liflinlhii's iltite and 
Ur woitilurfid elToet remind one of many charming passages 
(tf ClinndiilhR dealing whit Krisbnet^s ill vine lltito, The very 
langnnge to be siinitnr in some {daeef>. The (xulwrortce 
of lyric.il ideas tn iho Mitslint Rnndhu in all thutr flowering 
beauty distcloites the extjuislw toitcUes ami poetry irhich 
inspired tlie ]kicI of Nanniir 8hain Elay and Maishnl 
Rendtm arc niori> dmmnltc but still both of tlnim possess n 
enpernhundaTioo of omotinn inveatingthe ilraiita oF lovo n^ith 
a (rtily lyricil ditpnu. What wo greatly fogrei In the 
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modern vcTiiiiids of ClmnUidiis'e iHjeme Is a lack of order in 
tbe nrrnojicrjjent of sonp. TJie oditurs have often tiuiirt, in 
llie craw oE conformitig to liitt ml'^e of poetics, faifed lo 
gfasptlieoriginalorderoftijesoiip. lutUemodornedllions 
occoaionnlly ti aoiig comes to us tike an unconnocted piece. 
Heading Iwtweon the lines one would sw llmt ihcee aonga 
were not only an tig tint tlu-if were itroliably ioterrentng 
prose narnitions wJnclj arc inlsamg now, 'flic players w jtli 
Hicir artistic gwiIjrw and rnolbns aI jso supplied gaps ex¬ 
plaining llif ailnalions, niul these links arc ttow missing, 
Boilj in tlu! ballads and it) CJiandliUs’ft lyric* ilicmis an im- 
jnislakaMe clanmit of droijintic sltjJL The fornicf being 
com{K«cd in the form of a narratjee have often left no 
blank* to he supplied hy ncting on the Etngc. In. 
ChiindidaB's [«)cms. fjowever, many omiasioits nre to he 
supplied by the iinaginaiion of tlie readiT. Toko for 
instance, the song reforred to above. 

r®f^ *t*t1 ^ I 
sisifT Viarfl, ^ | 

1051 CITS ^Fa?i itlisti fw^ i 

4^3 filinf? C«n H!T1 CT5I ^ ( 

Sife Jtr?ir? ^?aet eWTts *113 t 

rnca Bttutl ^ I 

r*nflfe I 


Ld lliiw jKjcru tlif first line h evidently addressmj to the 
Inver, of the rei'l =«onio npijcnr In lie Bind in ftHifidcncti to 
Hiidliji^!* niaideii'-lrienil'- mid nl Ik'I'h aio p 1 '^lihupir addressed 
1o ht'TscIf, All ihf^ngiipx wJni'li lu'iginiiJIy n^^d lo lie EilJcd 
hy pj:o«! Gsp1iijiii(ion« ninl aitlHIe gcsimcs nro npie lo 
be aiippljed by ilie rtmilciV iinogltmtion onfy. 
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U 19 a ciir'iDm ibtng to And thdl of all thu Ynitihnava 
po€ljt of Beogiil, it is Cbandidna ofnno who hiiH n marveHniis 
afarntj and c1d!i« rpti«aili1auc» with our oarly liaUniVinakora, 

III the Ihrtfi oat of the four hdtlnils oientioneH by lae the 
bi'niiiip ia of low hirtli,^-^ fact which cannot fail lo rctutnd 
09 of the impimtion which Chttriihiks deriveil from Eiimi. 
Evcu in Aadlia ItandLu, thuu^'h the social sintun of the 
blind lover is not tnentionedf lo^-e tjclween the pair io 
l^tvreen two iineijuol ctiaracLens. A neither thing to be 
(Uiticcd in thlu bnllad ;» that ligtli Ihc hero and lieroine 
Bland on tJie eatne -level of purity and devntion. In 
nioii of tlte other bnllatU the heri:ies oHuiiot retnin the 
grjty of their orlgioitl impulse but betmy the fair ones, 
turning tri:!oclu'rou». Hero, however, Uie man and the waimtn 
ATO almost equally coitttpicuous in their devotion uiui 
sacrifice. In this ballad the man does an extraordinary 
net of ronmiciiition by comnutting Biiieide. She whnti] 
his Ikeart ha» oil along yearned to meet, with all tlio 
thir&t of a warm piuieiu.i lioa offered iicnielf to hia arms 
%vitlimit his seeking, but ho rejects the great oppor- 
tunity and trhnnpltantly risen above ihv fUuation. from 
a superior souse of duty. All those figures have giout’s 
slrtmgtli. Love lias givoti them a licart of aleet to 
bear the worst slmfts of ill fortmie.^it has fortified 
them agaiiwt every I hough I uf worldly pleiuure titid emkiwod 
their soul with n tnm spirit of mariynlmn* VVe forget 
that they were irunsgrcssorfi of sociid Ijivvs,— tluit ihry nflen 
gave gnjiit pain to their paTCnt!>, — thnt they were no 
better iLaii sociul outlaivs. Yet. tliese figures rise far nlwive 
tliosA of the oidinnry mortals of tliis Tniinduiio world of OLira. 
Here do wg sec tlir true cliiiructer of n divine emotion 
revealed in all its licaufy. We im-fhictivdy feet llial 
alt the fiowers of the riirj??t bloom ns tribiitea to tliie t 
godly feeling in nmn mid that heaven, utclf, with il* 
myriad* of stm^, comes every night to look with wonder 
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upon these JintjelB of iletotion who CJirry with tlwni llie 
very ntr of Uesveu. Wo Qiiii in llic hcilliiii-liieicjiii'n'C! mnny 
in^tnnees (tl mortyrdotn in Ittve, liesitU'J* ru muolioiiAi 
jilimfioohigy ilnvdopei] iu course of lofiiJ c-fijuiiies whidi Ims 
Uinilc ourJnnguiige <n sneet. This licar Iniiil ol Biuigol 
uf ours was onoe a a|)ad(iiis fieiil of innrtyrJom where frail 
wobien ftiifl itreett youths provcrl ilieir ginnl iitreiigllj hv 
hcroia sacrifices. The scciilnr side of swivel eitiolioii in 
shown in the hallnils atul (he ftj»iritual «iife we fiiul itcvvloiied 
in. Vaisliimva literature. The lieftveK (t» which iIh.- 
Vaibhrmvns hiul riHeij hocAnie fieres'iihle he cause Turtj in ilile 
(HUJitry there was a great eoUurc of tender feelings, to which 
our rurnl lltemiare hears an itinJouliled leaiiiiiony. Iho 
atinnsjihei'c was prepami for the acivrait of one wlunn liiis 
loving countrymen haa calleii " or the Moan of 

NavaiUvip. 

Pi'oin a wferduco to Audha ttarufhn wx hml lhal it 'vav 
cninpcHijd *iOTtictiTni! after Clcuuliilas, hul fcoiii ihe niaiuvcr' 
ifuiis, the style* tlw spirit of (lie lak* tiuil other |H>int^t wo 
are led to swpiiwe that l!ic poet of this balluil <li(l net !lee 
in a diAlnnt age»—llte h,illail'msiker might have Ix'fti even 
his coiihnniioniry. Sour of Lliiise bcvHails islinw any spirit 
of irnilation oi copying. Tlie Aiiuilarilivs aWw tleit tlie 
|Krt;( Jivwl in iliR flame age n»il were irahiietl witli the «mu' 
^pint. Tlie hiuguage nf llte four hulladfi and of Chiunliiln* b 
lyrics ERcni? to be of it particular epwh aiul not Ihfi rtwnU nf 
imit;]tioiu 

The hiitlfKls numi'ilnkahly pmve >is In why (he reiiginn 
rtf tlhsitjinj.i InuI "inrii a vlnon{l hold on jHipnlir imHigiiui* 
(ion. The enmUminl poeiuh eprang np 4s .' 1 ^lltlrh|{enn 1 l^ jiliUit 
ill l.hH 'Will luinhiig to reuiuieiriLiim uf a liigli order and 
Cliaitnnyuism i« a IriiU ul Unit filufit. Ik'iignl is ihe ehiiwii 
i»m 1 -of tile ciiioliuii.il eroed hi n wn>*o in which no tidu-r 
place citn hy sm ciliial elnim (o Ihs M'trittiid mo-.'iagc uf 
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Clinttniiyo. Tlje bnllnds pr&vi; llw dcvriopineiit of lilt' 
liistory of Vnislin.'ivisni in BfMJgnl- 

CliroDolu^icJil ions slioiilil not Iffltl ii* lo 

CuiidiwiotiR, The curliest nf Ihcso hiiHfiib rrny iio iroced to 
Ibo lOih Qt 1 Ub ct'diiirv, ilioiigli Ihrir Imignngo luiw mi.ler- 
gone coiis!(Ktji1j!o (;hiiiigtE In conrsu of their rcciiiitioiiK 
rhroygh sovetnl ceiUiirk'^- The roMf hnlltnlv I htivc 
nmiieil opiwio lo lielong to I'ol tlic 

ninjoritr of I he Inve-Unllml* lire pr^liieiioim of jiost- 
Chnitnnyii nge. The iriulitiofi of tlioir ptn'lry nml aI-<* ilh 
phrnneology, hou'ct'ert liiivc come ilotvii from a rtiiiolo a|ie- 
Iti a ba Hail of MnhipaJ the origin of ulikh ninj he Irmeil hi 
the loth cent my there 1 b n papsnge t\lik'|i liearu n close 
i?eiM?iiib!niice with a Ming in Maifthal TSdiiillni ninf nimlher 
ill BlkCluiii cotnph'^ed miuiy ecniurici; after* ft i» this ohi 
(loeuc ti'niUtion. of the cai'Ucr hnllitil*! tlint ■^t'rvc.H. It* jllu^traic 
the liislory of the growth of Ucivgali \ awhnavism. 

The pintiice of .Sotr is now out of ilate mul helil to lie a 
harhnro'in rile fomnletl *n' Kiipcrstition ftoil ccimpiilKiOti. 
Many Europcims, lujwevtr, lij^ve lioriie testimony lo the 

ilevotion unJ niiw'‘’ipToiihftingK heroic tiititiiile of Mine of 
the Sfffj*. No one will *1nml m ikk’nil ihis rile now-a dnyh 
bill lei us not—-ilie ilescrntiftiiU of Sn(n decry ihcm in tin? 
spirit of the mis^iotiftries. The .Salta »ud these women 
of oitr bnllads are rislefs prompted by tin* same diviue 
feeling of Fucrificc. They prove ih&t tlic Hengali nation 
iificr great fiacrifirc^ nntl acts of reiiimcintjon of ages 
Inni l*ecoTiie ri*nfl,' tr* refeive a message from hcavt^^t< This 
mC’i^.'ipe came llinsiigli fjhnitiiuya. 

Slone* litc Iin)ril-llekhn. Kaochamunln atnl Malancha- 
itinla arc stunt of ihe Mhlsi-l in tuir folk-hut*. Insfutc of tlie 
vuperuotutfll element thnt oe find in tliem the women of 
IhtM talcs are Figures of pure and unalloyed gold—unsur- 
pnssed by any ebaneter in )itera(urc oiilHide our province. 
In the subseiiuerU folk-bro also, the womou have riscD far 
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rtitove iLc levy! of or<Unnrj' lienjiiics^ "What nation 
lirndiieiJ ti v^ciwaii uf Hie Ivpe of Itw princess who loved 
tlio litiml youth? ^5he in'ftves permiasion of tier liusband to 
join tier lover. Tlicrc is no morbid scultmenlalism in her. 
SliB pinoolhty slips flW'tiy from tier gnlilen bed in llio 
j>.i]nce wltii her Lujband’si consent to the compiiniimsbip 
nf n poor blind man, Any oliier writer mmld Imve 
disfigiin-d her l>y jui nbnorraal colour. But tbe BcngHli rustic 
tins pieserveil her immnEUlfltr purity—white ns ice and 
trnnspnmit as crysint. Stic abaiKlons a loving husband wtio 
is fondly devoted to hcr< —and doinandi that he etiotild give 
her to the blind licgjjar. This piece of alTDCity has been 
rendcriKl so graceful and easy tlint we find io her conduct 
the white beat of virtue only—the element of estrnordinnry 
devoiioti whicli cliallenges our ndmiratlon. The poet has 
xmnivelled a most complex knot in human psyctiologv and 
made llie whole thing eimpte ond easy. The trinl by winch 
the Snnnyasi in the story of KRiichnnmnle tested the 
strength of her devotion is harder than what we &nd 
in the 7th book of the Baiunyan. The pout's study ul 
human nature is wonderful—he hits nl tbe weak jamit 
in n wtnnnn'a cliaractcr with an unerring aim. Let us tml 
disparage these great gifts liecaiisc they come from rustic 
hands. The diamonds nod mines Jose nolliiiig of tJieSr 
value, though picked up and delivered lo the jewellers by the 
Oaros of the Araean jungle- I do not consider mir jica^nnl^ 
uncnlturcd, i hough they may lie unleTtcred, — the civilizing 
inducticc of the Vcdic religion, of Biuldhj:sm nod of the 
Tain crccil has come down to them as heritage, and if one 
mixes with them he wilt find in n short time that ihry 
po<ses- nil tiic elements of a great ctihure trnniiniiticd 
tiimngh many long centuries, tlioiigh they may mil pus-H;»s 
even a hare knowledge of letters. 

This piirt of tlie -Ith volume does not contain transla- 
tiona of Malayar Bammasi, Jiralani, Laments of Pari 


GENEnAE, TSTRODUmON 


fti 

Htint; (Begum of S]ieli» nni1 Sonii Rai>C]in)vil 

The nriginnl nf ttwae halinds will he found in Pnrt JI» 
Vn), IV. WnnL of apace did not nllow uio to give tlie 
tranalntiona here of the above baikdy. Malnynr Bnra-^ 
tcftsi i» important na it come;; rrom the pcji of the oeic* 
hrated poet Kanka. Tlic iKiIInd of Part Bnnu ilimwa 
further light on the inst dny? of tite itnrortunntje prince 
Siijtv. 
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THE BALLAD OP HAJA BAGHtJ 
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ntEFACE TO KAJA UAGfllt 

Ttic ballad is tmscd on an tiisloricol episode which 
occurred in lliu aivtccnih cettliiry in the district of Myrnon- 
!<in{;b. There are many Uallails dej^hing ihia iiueodote, 
one of ivliich, compiled by the jioet Adhar Uliandra. hits 
already liccn pnbliabcd in Vol. U. Tho prcaont ballad 
gives an aocouni of the aiippkmentary portion of the 
story to b(! found in the ptiblisbei] ballad* 

The historicnl c^ent ia w6U*ltnowt» to tlie people of 
East Bengal. Both the Iraltads have clothed a simple hi*- 
torical story in u poetic and legendary garb; but the hUtori- 
cal elcToent in botlr of them prcixinderatea, arnl the Jegonda 
only lend a charm to the story by a play of mm! iraogina- 
tivenesa. 

We have referred to the historical facts described ia tho 
two ballads in the preface to the eengof ‘ Kani iCamata' (in 
Parts I and 11, VoJ. 11). The death of the pious Qticen 
Kamala who sacrificed her Hfe at the altor of a popular 
superstition ia a fact, and instanoca of such saertfioea ore 
Dot at all mra in our country. 

Baja Baghuoatfa, the baby-piinw of this song, has been 
mentioDed in the other ballad as well,—and the first part 
of this aotig tallies with that ballad in ita main fftalures, 
differing only in eome of its details. The affection of the 
mother for the child forms one of the attractive eleineota 
in both the ballads. The Raja surely died of a broken 
heart. Up to now the popular belief «□ Soflang is that 
he lost his w-ita by losing bis beloved <]ueeii—* f«rt 
oorroborated by the evidenoc in the two songs. 

The Baghu Khali is still seen in ilie vidnf-j of dangal 
Bari. Al the lime of itoCTcavation, it wna made to join 
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the dittL round Jotij^at Bnri wUli the river Dbaiiiar Thala, 
but in ootirse of tims it rilted up iu placed imii now 
ita course nuij^ be traced ofF and on in the tocahty. 

Thnt the infant prince was curried uO from ibe prison 
of lalm Kbuii by this cauiil is evident from its nutmc, for, 
tvliut other reason could be there to nanie Ibc canal alter 
Baghtinalli in aueb clove neighbourhood of dangal Bari, 
the capital of his enemy, the sturdy {.:hieftaiii laba Khan? 

I faiive given a brief hiatory of Suaaiig Rajaa, so tar as it 
is rcievunt to the story of the ballade, in the preface 
nUuded U) and there ia pu need of rejieatiiig it here. The 
first part of this balind, which gives an account of the 
good King Janakiuath’a sorrows over the loss of hie 
fpieeti, and an account of bis unNioiis solicitude for (he 
little child, baa n melody of sound aud n Hoe touch of pathos, 
which it it uot (tossilde t4) preserve in trnnslatioii. The 
story 19 told in the form of a legend and wilt remind one 
of TcnnvHon'a Morte D’Arihur mid Sir Galahead. When 
history is mi^cd with legends ihe poetry becuines very 
attractive in run! ballnds but there is jjonic limitation to 
It. In para, 3 flines ItiS-iSD), where the rural poet speaks 
of the i^owcrs of Ishij Klinn to be so great that he regarded 
the Dclbi-Empenir «» a worm, or ip pur®. 5 (lines 109-2011 
where the b^vby-pnnee is described as groaning under a 
stonCi mauntU in w'cight, the crudeness of rustic 
exaggeration gives u shock to all sentimenta of poetry. 

The loyalty of the ciiizena of Susang to their king, 
specially of the Gnro sub|RCt8, is very vividly described. 
The whole ballad i^ compoaed in uni mated and lively verse,— ^ 
tbo Ix'ginning creates an atmosphere of mild pathos and 
IKicuc tenderness, while tJic end npholds the dignity of a 
martial cxi<ti)tjon m brisk nod rapid measure. 

The ballttd of Hnja Bnghu wnsfii-nt tonic last year by 
Itabu -N'agejiiha Chandra, Hey, No doubt i( was composNt 
about the umti of ihtj occurrence of ttic historicoJ nyent. 
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though iikt all o\A ballads it has undergone aonie cliango in 
course of its tedtotioa by the ballad^aingen) of subseqwmt 
periods. 

There are niany hiatorical ballads of tliis typ® lying 
atrewn over Bengal, and theac, if foUj recovered, will 
supply historical materiale of considerable vatoB. 

Dinbsh Chakdra Sbii. 




Raj& Ragliti 

in 

Tlic good king bad gorw to liis oiitcr^bmigntou for taking 
rest. Bill the neoolliictinn of hiii beloved >]ueoti gnve liim no 
rest. A deep niiguiiili wm rending lib heart nil the wliik. 

*■ 0 nay dear f]iieoii Kamnln,” snid be, “ « hither hast 
thou gone (tesortliig tue? As n Idijid man seeks n lost thing 
with his hands but in vain, <0 do I aoek (hee, hut to no pur- 

po.se/ ■■ 

tkparaied from fho hekned one he lind h«t half his 
weight; and lirs eobnr, once dazzling bright, hud lost its 
u^u^l lu8tro« 

"More dead am I than alive, 0 my darling I(45 

moaned, “gricTmg over tfieii, night and day. The buby 
withers away without ihy auckling: (kjw can I save it, 
poor thing, from de.ith ?" 

He thought in this strain till hb brain reeled and the 
world looked dark and dismat to him. He knew no rest till 
bis distracted mind found a balm in sleep. 

In dream he saw his f)ueeti once more before liim. It 
siTined to him that she rose slowly from her watery grnre. 
He saw lier stand before him in ihel outer-biingatow niid 
heard tier soft whispering words, wtiich ran thus : “ On the 
easiero side of yonder tank ivbieb bears my name, H King, 
order a Louse to be Uuilt for the baby. Jjtt It be tlierr in 
night nil aloue, mid I will come tiim* and nurse it every night 
Slickly hy ita mother, tite child will grew dciublj strong." 

After this lb? vision of tlie tjueen fuded away and tlie 
king rose from Uia sleep—stortled and agitated—and 
pondered over what he had seen in bia dream. 

1 T * 
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**No dretini it is/* ho tbouf^ht. “AIJ this is rettf, for 
her words seem still to ring in my c;im, nml the touch of 
her soft lianda 1 feel still od me. A deod sleepy unlucky es 
I am, seized me nnd I lost unheedingly tlie treaaurs that 
had come to me. Incoherent are many things that I had 
heard io the dream,—but Iter touch was real, for I feel it 
still on my body, and the words that she spoke were 
real, for the soft whisper atill rings ia toy ears. No donbt 
the queen had come lierBcIf for the sake of her dear 
son/* 

He believed the words that be had luiard, and had a 
liouae built forthwith', with gales towards the east on the 
bank of tlic lank. The house waa furnished with a bed 
Huiting ll« baby-prinaj. In the evening the servante 
carried the child on thoir arms for a ramble autaide the 
compound, But when night came it was brought into the 
new ItOQse and placed in that milk-white bed. 

There in the depth of night when all bceame still, the 
queen rose from the tank and aoflly entered the bouse. 
She laid herself by the aide of the baby and auchled it every 
night. 

What a baby ordinarily gains in strength in tit montbs, 
the prince gained in a single night,—^fed by the milk of a 
mother, now a dweller of heaven. 

The king irusted and doubted, but etill hoped that the 
words he bad beard were actual and not a fantasy of his 
brain. 

He hlkd a faeiebbox with betela and spicea, and placed 
it in a comer of the bed, hoping tba^ the queen might be 
pleased to Uke one or two of them. 

But she never touched the beteU oor the spiooa. No 
longer was elu! a beir% of this earth. She felt uDconoemed 
about worldly thinga^ for bow could an immortal fall into the 
trap of affection laid by a oiortal ? She came only for the 
baby, caring for the preaervation of the royal hne. If 
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tlid not protect the baby, the gtorionB line of Uickingi? would 
cume to ;in end, an tliere was no other issue. 

“ (t is not for n perrvCHin] itbjcct, nor even for nIfectiioQ, 
nor far a weak linnkeritig of heart that I come here I Why, 
(> dqafpTvhy dost thou tempt mo with ft ItetcJnr n betel-nnt, 
when I have given up lUl my eahhly ticH? '* Tiiat was 
her niiJrt nnrL eilent temiiire on one who was once the 
Inril of her heart. (LI. l-Tvi.l 


(2J 

ThitH iliil every night the i|necii Ivniiinin mme and go 
itiiil tin one knoo' of it- She came to siicklo tho child and. 
Iwr |nii jBisi' doni*. ahe *nit of the Jhmiw tti)|tereeiv£Nl 

by (dhers. 

Till) atnmgo growth of the child—ili» ruddy health,—con- 
Himcd the lichcF in the kiti^ that the tjneen s^uMy came to 
the Itouine tiy night, ami Ihivugli lie watched niit1 wnlched 
every tiiiM^he ctitikl iml know by which way she cnmeAnd 
went. 

Ni'Jtr tUr onter-himgalow vvaa IIm- king’u own iKwlonr— 
It big hall where he used to Like his rest. There ifie king 
ant night and tiny mid hronded over tlie tpjeoii'a niyatcrioun 
ctjiirso—ae to how ami tty wJjot [Hiasagc the Iwktvwl one 
enttw and tvcnl every time. 

To*iiight I will not ehnl my oyeit for n mntnent,'* he 
it;j(rilvedt " bill keep my gnaa fixetl on lliv faUh U* find her 
*»ut. '* 

Witli eyira fivetl, the king n'limincit utaniig at the 
Immic,—mid often slcaUlnly gliniml al I he Imik. '* This 

night 1 must fiml imi ihc ..my rtsk,'' he Ifmnglit, 

"and will mil give «|> my |inranit (ill I have tHcerlainetl the 

lie laid himself down in his iK'd Init wiili eyes wide 
Mill'll, ajid imiidered tliiis^—*' If d is fntiii llie Kmniiln-tank 
1 
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ttiDt my Knmtila sikiutii rise, 1 most viratdi (be tank all the 
nigbt." 

The first tjuarter of tbe night passed away,—it was 
noisy siid full of confused ’voioo of men and women,—tbo 
second quarter passed too,—^though not so loud, yet noisy 
still,—Iwu quarters and a linlf passed and tlmro came a dead 
lull over llie sweet face of the earth, Theu there was no 
sound, no noise, everything lay still under the apcil of a 
deatb-lilic sleep, Tlie sky was over-cast with clouds and it 
was dark. Ai such an hour of night—1o 1 what wee 
that mysterious sight which cotifrouted the good king's 
©yes I 

All on a sudden a strange light buret forth from the 
oeutre of the tank, illuminating its water. So clear and 
bright it was that even the bottom of the Lank lay bare 
before the king's eyes. 

Prom the deep water of the tank the aniur.cd king saw 
a figure rise slowly, decked in gay ooetumes, bright 
like the image of thu goddess LakEhiui, 

On all sides was a halo of light — soft and beautiful, 
and the king astonished and maddened by tbe sight gazed 
in wonder over tlie lustreiu halo tliat stnutgciy spread iUelf 
on tlie tank. Oh 1 how glorious did tlie light look at that 
midnight huurl 

Like the bright image of the guddeas Lnkshmi—^he 
rose up from the waters — surrounded by n halo of light and 
it took no time for the good king to dteoover that it was Li-i 
own dearly loved queen ICamnIa, 

As he saw her. his soul ncemcd U> l[;ap nut in joy from 
tlie body, 

'* To-night slmU I t^nfine her to my embrace and nerer 
let iicr go Again from me." 

Thinking thus, the king walked steuhhily towards the 
tank. Tbe qiiet>n in the mennwliile rising from her watery 
bed, sbwly adionoed towariL llie new Jbouiic. And with 
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the nectnr>hke miljt of her brcdst ahe ruckled the beloved 
efaUd tif fjer heart and Ibcn genUy liiltei! it to «lcep> 

She then elopjicd out of the Imuse and ouiue (o ttte 
iDiik casiiii^ lier glutteee on its blue water in no uu« 
corit'eriK'd wiiy. 

Tiio king liiul hiddoii himself in a place near by. Aa 
the <[ijcert iivaa wiilhing out of the house in slow ideps 
ha dirno up, Btretched out hi a hands and held the edge of 
luft 

Not 0 word did she utter, but tried to free herself from 
his light hold. The king entreatingly said, ''By nil tliat is 
sacred, 1 pmy you dear, do not give me up, I rerjuest you 
with l:ienileil knees, 0 dearest, do Dot forsake rue thus. 
WlffiU you have been pleased to come to me once again, do 
not furwiko me thus; save uia, dear queeri»snve me from 
my unlicarahlc pongB, Should you leave me again now, t 
will not Burvifu the desertion but die of grief. For I can no 
mom hear the p^ngs of eeparation. For your sake, queen, I 
oliKorvc fast and vigil, and 1 do not relish food or drink. 
Though living, I am more like de^d. Just foci tuj heart 
and see bow rapidly it beats. 

" rto gracions unto rm and promise to me lli&t you will 
no more come near this eviUstarred tank again. J tinve 
caught you this time and know It surely that I will not give 
you up. Wherever you will go, thither will I follow you." 

He canght tight the edge of the flowing 9i4i of the 
queen, hut the quean forcibly tried to m triesk’ herself from 
him. They both struggled hard, ilia fugitive and the 
pursuer, till the queen dragged herself to the tank and fell 
into it, 

In the Xnmala-tank, she malted uwny from sight like 
an neri il Iteing, ami lie sought in vain for bar. awimming 
and struggling through its deep waters in all direclione. 

Like one that find loat his prcciaua treasure, be sought 
with his bauds every creek an<l corner of the tank, weeping 
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all tke wtiik'. tn li1« atrugglu, prornef) writer entercti Ule 
mnuLti niwl he ttlmogl loit l»t!t aen^si, nil this came 

to no {lurpase. FntigURd and jnded, he could tio( still ftnd 
the dear one and came mice more lo the bunk and then! 
cried like a child. 

He had been living on soattty mcjvls^hut tlii^ lime ho 
gave up food nitogettier—nor drunk a drop of water inspite 
of intense thirat. 

Thus did tlu- good king [um jiwny frattt this cjirtli^ 
iiniible to lienr life sepuriited from Uis dciir queen. 
tLl. 62 -liU,) 


(3) 

The child was cdSed Haghiuinth. He wits horn, wlicn 
bis royal parentn wicro Wth ailvuneol in years itrid now tlw 
great mtstuip took piece mid be woe loft mt orphan when 
yet a baby, 

OiK year puesod'—then two yours—mid thus did tinio roll 
on. The conrtiem iiistnllotl hlin on lire throuct when 
tbo prince woe five yciuw old. 

The vmcra and other ofneery w'itli utmost Ciiro imitriAiiod 
lliu prinou and tlioy, ruled tlie atnto with pnidviics nod deep 
uEectjon for Iho pritwe who tvould tub« Its reins in hand iu 
tbu fiilnesa of time. 

The rayatB were liappy under iho rule, tliough their 
king was us yet no only in name. 

Meanwliilc Isha Khan hcant of the dcutb of tbo good 
king of Susang, He bod fought many a hard hiittle, when 
be lived. None hml yielded to his enemy and both of them 
were on par in the Jiold. 

Isha Khan was a strungly built man, brave and ekillcd 
in nrtu«, and ho relgticd from Jimgal Dari, the ca(Mtiil that 
ho hud founded yearii ago. Tho tale of bis gianUstrength 
soundH like a myth. In Lha world there won iioaowho 
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be (jailed Ui* peer. He held an elpphntil tight hy liti 
prolxjscift and laoved him to and fro draggint; tha hup 
nnimal wLlh liis arms. The eurtli and heaven trembled in 
fear of fahn Ivhan. the grcjit law, and Ito looked like n moving 
aiouiiUln> when Ive walked. The bank of a river would 
cminhle Inh* ita water while he would pasa by, and his 
voice sou tilled like the loar of diatsuil clouda. 

He chftllcngeti tuiglity lioroes to war and hi <» people 
belie veil that there was none in the world to coin* with bia 
inigbt. He dreaded nui even the Oront MoghnI v^'liom be 
regarded aa an ant or a petty worm. 

Our good king of fiusang Janakinatht was hie tiiiial the 
only nmn who louglit all hia life with Isha but did not yield. 

Now when Isbii Khan heard the report of the king’s 
death, Iw prooecdoii in nil iiasto tow'jinls I3uea»g, 

He aurrouiided the fort of Susatig with a large army , 
but the jieople llmre said, ** Lo, a jackal lias come to llw* 
lion’s den I” 

For three months tla^re was hard tight (ind the town of 
tinsong was under siege of mighty Isha. After tlireo 
□Hnilha, by manmuvnj and cnifl, the Khun succfcdijil in 
catching hold of iSic infant Priucc. Ho waa urrested and 
brought to Jangat Bari. 

A great agitation and jilatm spread over the State. Tlie 
whole town of Sosatig was in mouniiiig. All iinid. " Tho 
saintly king haa gone to bis place of oteronl rest, leaving a 
baby, bin only son. The only lamp of ihU groat house is 
the baby-prince, laha Khan has bound him hand nnd fool 
and corried the child off ns a capiivo/’ 

The bereaved subjects prostrated thoniBcIvea to the 
ground grieving fur tlielr infant king. Many of them 
wandered like mad men lUslmctetl by Uio dire calamity, 
laineiiling thusIt is duo to our ill luck that tlie Slala 
hits gone to rack and ruin,” 

The whole Stale aseunital an nir of menacing silence.. 
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which presaged « atortn. Pram the apper hilb de«t%ijd«t 
the sturdy Gatoca—[ike a torrent—in a formidabte boily. 
They come one nnd all, and tbeir number was legion. 
They looked like mad meOr fierce and desperate in grief and 
they flaid, " Poolltardy la that chief of Jangal Bari, who 
could dare take aw'ay our infant prince. We can know no 
rest until we Lave cut off the liend of fsJia Khan and thrown 
it into the stream of the Dhaniar Thala. Till a'e have 
done 80, there will be no end to our shame. We must 
fiestroy the town of Jangal Bari and break it piece-meal. 
Sufficient nmttt be our retaliation for tills act of atrocious 
meanneas.” 

Alas, the royal throne ie vacant. The kingdom loses all 
its charm and attraction without Ute king. For that biiby- 
king, tljcir grief was great and they walked here and there 
like mad men. Some proceeded towards Jangal Bari. 

They took, in their bands, spenrsand tridents7 some 
ivere equipped with tong swords called fldm h'uMri, " St'i?,e 
and kill *' was the cry they raised on all rides. 

They formt*d an army, thirty thousand strong. Ihey 
danced in wild fury aa they marched, and the earth trembled 
under their feet. 

The thirty thousand Garoes mnrdietl, indigmint and 
dosperuW; the villages and opeo fields wore flooded hy them. 
They came to the town of Jangal Bari at once without bait¬ 
ing at any place, (Id. 110468.1 


M) 

Dewan lalia Khan of Jangal Bari was as devw as he wag 
IcrocioiiB, He hail dug a doep and wide ditch rouod his town 
which lay well-protected by it. Who would <brr cross it ? 

At midnight the Garoea approacbed the ditch—it was so 
vast that when they came near it, their courage to 
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fall them fur b time. No mcaDs could they devise to croso 
the ditch. Eacli liad hia plan and aII of them thought over 
the matter hut the task seenied impcissible. Unabie to 
settle their course of acticiij they hid themselves for the 
night in a neighbouring jungle. TJtore the lemTers asseiubl-' 
ed to discuss the coufTc to bo adopted, Mnny suggestions 
were oJTercd and rejected, but at k^t the advice of an old 
Garo wiih accepted by nIL 

Kix miks offt tlioro was a river calM thcDhitmQr 
ThaTa, If n canal could be dug, joining Llie ditett with that 
rtver^ their object niigtit be fu)filled. 

They nil approved of tliis advice. During the unit day 
tliuy hill iheniBetvcs in the docp sliades of ihr great forest, 
and when ovotiiitg crime, bringing in ik train an impenc- 
traUlo darkness, llwj all came out, and each of the thirty 
tliousand, with a spade in hand, liegrin to dig the canal 
which wtni to join the Hitch with tfjc river. Thirty thon- 
eaiid 8(>adcs rtKc nmt fell, working incee.'sanLty over llte 
gronml of that forcst-Jaml, and the enna) W'ns dug in the 
space of four hours. 

Eacli d( tin; Games dug uttl » small well to have a little 
water for washing his Epmlo and ihmt lIio iitnk now known 
ns line KininI JUmwa («p;ii)e-wnsliing) tank was lamAlructetl, 
ihU 


( 5 ) 

'I'lic wltule town of dnngnl Rnri w'na enjoying gmat feati- 
vitics as ihu infiint prince of ^tuFimiir caught and 
lumiglii ihiilicr, h'or Ihrcn tliys they iiinde tlicm- 
sclvca im’rry, furgotfut of everything pIm.'. n'luy* could 
not, m Hk' lu'iglit of iht'ir fi-stiw jnv, Ihow that the bjg 
tilmwlia lionts of leha Kliim wlitch hud bin iinrlHHccI 
4.111 the rtci<r4].iiik, weiie i<iJrji-il by ihc <i4irLk.>x, who rniiio 
to dsngal Uarl, all :iriiii.*Tl, nn the Vt'i v Jwat' of [‘'liii lC|ii:n ' 
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Tljcy bwkt' open tl»e prinonbouei; anil foiinil llw young 
prince lying under a heavy atone—iltey reinoviHl tiie stone 
and carried off the prince lo the l™t8, which, rowed by 
ihc thirlv tlioiiaand Garoca, flew like ail arrow, arriving 
at fluHang in Ihree Imunr,— iho paLli ordinarily took throe 
days to travel. «o anildenly was this flight managed by 
tlie Oaroes, that oven tlic ever-vigilant lalia Khan could not 
have any inkling of ^vllat triinapirtal in Hic heart of hie 
own town at tlic time. (Lh 


nubani^eha and the grave 
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Tlui) bulUd coltecf^d by Bubu Asbutosh Chaudliury 
is the beginoiDg of Anigusit It is compltito un &32 

iinesi. Afthu Babu beard tbc ballsd sung by an old minstrel 
named Haibat Ali, more popularly known by the name 
Kadirar Bap” (father of Eadtra). Cbaodliurj 6«t 
came to know of this song from Mr. Slier Ali Khan — 
the well-known Zamindar of " Bara Uthan,” a village 
lying at the foot of tbe Dewang Hills. Tbengb the 
uiajo; part of the ballad tvos obtained from 

Kadirar Bap, yet the oompiler Itad an opportunity 
of comparing the texts and adding to them by con- 
suiting several uiber versions whidi were redted to him 
by other singers. Of these be muntiona tbe names of the 
following persons, all of tliem inhabitants of the district of 
Chittagong 

(1) Hakim Khan—a Mahomedan peasant and u native 
of Chat Chaktai {FoUoe station — Eat wall), 

(2) Oiinna Mia— a native of the village of Popdia 
(Police stntion—Boal Khali). 

(3) Piitban Chandra Dey—a former of the village 
Noa Para (Police station — Bousan). 

The minstrel Haibat All is a strange soTi of man. He 
is DOW advanced in years but baa retained bis exquisitely 
aweei voice. Cliandhnry bad to take a good deal of (rouble 
to hiid tbe mao out. He has no fixed residence and the Bay 
moy be more aptly called bis real home. After a wearied 
■inest the man was found n| a village named Peahkarer 
H&t. A^hu Bobu liinxl tbe champuJi lielongiug to Haibat 
Ali for a trip to Cbiitagong Port. Tlie tioat wemded Us 
course tbrougb s small river. Haibat Alt stood erect at 
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Iho prow. He wore on tiis head 3 large hat made of 
cane, ft protected him from the aiiu and rain. Wtdle 
be sang, ho drooped a little to the front and kept 
time by striking thr wavea with bis oar, Omar Miiih and 
a few others, his collengncH, sfUig in chorus. The voice 
of the old man rose higher and higher till the farmers on 
both the hanks of the smutl river left their plougiia and 
aasembled to hear the song. The occasional wayfarers 
stopped in the midst of their joumey and stood listening 
to it in wonder; for the voice of the old man was sweet 
and it trembled when he touched a woeful topic, creatitig 
pathos that melted the heart of the audience. Chaudhnry 
writes in a warm strain that itc would never forget tlie 
memorable day when llie ballad wns thus sung to him 
continuously for eight hours. Haibat All, at t[ta end, 
pointed to the small river through which tlwy were 1 ravels 
ling, and said, "This river is very dear to me ; it bos 
been my favourite place for ningiog this song for many 
long years I " The villagers bore testimony to this state¬ 
ment declaring that llic people of the neiglabouring village,^ 
always heard the song recited fn the still hours of the night 
and in the early dawn, and they had often wuko up 
from their steep at the melody of the voice, sweet as the 
warble of birds. 

I nm afraid f have taken a rather long space in 
deocribing tbe minstrel. It is due to the warm appre* 
ciatioo of Asbu Babu w‘ho in an iuapired language 
relatetl to me tbe story of the old moo. 

The ballad bristles with interesting facte regarding 
the local geographical and historical aspects of the period 
when it w'oe composed. 

We Gnd in ii references to tlie following villages:— 

(1) Bangdiar Char'^rhene is no island in titc Bay of 
this name now. But close to the village An war a at ilio 
foot of tia) Dewang Hills, there is now a villnge called 
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Rnngdia whitb in nil probiibililj wa» an ialiiml al tlirtt 
early periixJ and which latterly lirta becpme n t>^irt and 
pared nf the mainUnd, 

(2) Dcogaon—This village liras one of tlie nine iiniior- 
tniit Chaklait wlicn llio survey and scUlcineul uf Chitta¬ 
gong first took place in 1764 A.D, tt id nt the foot of 
llte IJevvrtng niU», It has lost some uf its iiutwriaoco 
in mofif'm times hut ia still & flotirkhing vilinge. 

(3) Paucli Oatfii^—the “ five Waves’* nreslill U> be 
tiliserved in the imrth*weat of Cox's Biizar in CJtiUjigOng. 
Down here in the Ray tliere i» a terrible epcit, w hero one 
by one five big-Hi»ed waves rise, and grndmilly ej»f*roucbiiig 
the mainlanii dashagiunst the shoronnil nifH away, After 
one lias contUeil five, there ia a dentl lull ui the isea tiitd 
then again one by one the five waves rime again and beat 
against ihe shore us Iwfuro* These five w'aves rise with a 
foam otk their crest and (lerform tire snnie furictinii 
continuously. The spot in the Bay is called the ’'Five 
Waves " or " Punch Gairn," No one hu been jet able to 
iiscertain the cniise of this curiims iiliytdcal plreiiomi'iion. 

(4) Eala Pani—Gradually receding tn tlic soutli of the 
Bay, one comes to view a vast space where the blue oca 
becomes one great slicet of dnrk-culonrcd iviilcr. This 
dark-blue space is called ttw Knl» Pani- 

l.J;an Tek —T'hcrc is s Stenmar sUlion of thtN name nn 
tl)e way to Cox'a Bszjir from Cbiltagong. Tim is the l^jan 
Tek of the story, formerly it was a resort of the Harmadfi 
(Bunnese and Poriugoese pirates). 

(6) L-aldia and Sonodia—Tiiese two small UlaniJs are tire 
great centres of fiah-trade. They have been recently 
included wittiio the furisHidion of CliiUagong district. 

(7) Dliun Cbibanya and Andar Cbnr—These islands 
arc also iW'O chief eeutros of flsh^radc, mid are now within 
tho jurisdiction nf the district of Backerguni. 

The ballad graphically describes (he oppression wliich 
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iIh* Portuguese pirates cniuimited thiuugbout ttue 
country, Harm ad" is a word derived frons tbe 
Portuguese word ‘Armada' denating sb;[%. The 
Portuguii^^c have left iudelibfe markfi on the Beugnli 
languiigc, find At one time wtum the Moghu) power waa on 
the ivnne, tt^ Portuguese phijed an import ant part in the 
politieni ttpiieri' of ihiti [irovince. In tiie competitive 
struggle which followed in the lioginnitig of the IStli 
century, the rortugueBo lost Iboir power and gradually heal 
u ret rent, unnhle tfi mtl island the aggresaive march of tlie 
Englii^h. They are now > 10 ti(died ivtlh the small possession 
of Glia in a corner of the Tndian oonlhient. At one 
time they were n great power in Bengal, and tlie Bengali 
language, I have alre.tdy Binted, hna ii great intermi^dnre 
of Portuguese words in it. 

Tl» “ Pliiringiii " or a mixed race which sprang up by 
inter-tnarriage between the Portuguese and tlie liidianSj and 
wlio now clniiu to ho called Anglo-Indians, are still lo be 
Hcen in profuse numbers in tiie Chittagong side. Tltcy 
now dwell ill the following, among other villngefl of the 
district—^Madar Bnri, Handel, Khan, Deang, 

fllinhamirpur, Alkaran, Oomdandi, Gu)rn, Baklia and 
Changooii. 

rorluaps the carliesl reference to the words—Pbiringi and 
Ilarmad—octtiirji. in ilic oelehratcd (locni of Mukunda Ram, 
tt'rittciJ in tlic year 1577. 

The Iiai'Tnad:i or the PotlugiMiae pirate!^ became a terror in 
tho Bay and its eoasl)^, rmd iiitiumerahle referancea to their 
oppre^^toiiH ere to be fuuml in the classical old literature 
nl Bengiil. Miikimdu Rnm himself nays of the HarmndB as 
:i daugi'foua jioopte dreaded by titc jtuilive impulatiou, Iry 
tus dcBcriplioti of Idi.'majuUi Badagur's sco-y'oyago then* 
is a couplet vvtikli, in u siloit compass, ticara a testimony to 
lUe genenU iiniiic erentCil in ttie country l*y the doptedalions 
of tbcee manuidcrs: 
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{Tho cuptfiin left the oounUy of tbe Pliiriogis ond 
steered tlie oltip doy ntid night for tear of the Harmads,) 

In the poem of Fadmavoti, written hy AlwnI in 1658, 
the poet in bis preiJinlniiry autobiographicfl! notice deseribei 
t»Qw in Ilia [ourney from FAteliairad to Arocan, hia ship wee 
attaeked by the Harmads. In the hard shimiith llint 
foHonred, hia father Sameher was killed lighting 
valiantly with the Portuguese. Many are the references to the 
atnxitica cunirattlud by the Bnnnuds on innocent peraona, 
particularly art ivometi, and ] have spoken of these 
in detail In my infrodticlory natea to the previous 
volnruei. of the Eastertt Bengal Ballnds. Further details 
on this point are to be found in Sir Jadunath Barber's 
articles in tlie Asiatic Society's JoumnI end in the 
* Fmbaahi/ published quiie recently. 

fu some of the genealogical .works of Chittagong, the 
authors hove given short accounts of the Harmods and tlieir 
atrocious plunders. Chaudhury i(ud1cs the following 
couplet from one of these books:— 

" ^ (5t3l CfSffHw CTW I 

C’lWTU tatWl =11^ ‘■tit?! r 

The rich. Lire poor, tlw young ami ilie aged were often 
indiscriminately oiurilcrcd or token as captives by ihenj to lire 
t^mtlietn ports ol Itidin lo lie niilil as hlavcs li> the Frciicli and 
other European tnulcrs. Inthcisongof ''Lamentof Shah 
Buja's Daughter " a reference is fouml to Ihi* llArruads. But 
tlic moat graphic aceouiu of their oppressions ia to be 
found in this Ixtllod i(sc}f> The Furtuguere pirates ofloti 
joinwl hands with the niirmcfie robber*, ond the word 
Harmnd, originalty applied to the Portuguese pirates 
alone, latterly denoted the Burmese rolihcre oIeo. They 
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bad iii;i mercy Ter tuiy particular sect or cotumimity, 
and Hindus and tbe Mabotnedans eqaaUy di-eaded 
them. T])cy made men, ^omcn and boys captive 
and made holes in their palms ilirough which they 
passed conla to hind them, Whcti rendered perTcctly 
disabifsd in this wayi they were kept confined under Ihc 
deck of ibcir small boats and carried to distant coimiries 
(or being sold as slaves. The espreesiuns, ‘ Harm ad's 
MiUlhck ' or ‘ Mager Multuck ' were in extenatve use and 
were applied to Anarchical countrica. The Harmada lived 
in the emrntry ihiiB dreaded by oltj and in their maruicn and 
cuBtome ivero mono iikB tlie Mubouiedann than the Hindus. 

The upper closEies of the Hindu and MuhomedocL 
population often combined and presenteil a bold front 
againat the Hnrmads. For this purjwse Uwy indented 
army froui the up>GOiintry and formed strong oUitmeea 
among thcmselvea. When going on «ea- voyage their ships 
made a proceaaion and wont united nuder the Icadersiiip of 
a vetenm hghtcr. SticU processions were called Bahttrs and 
the loader was called the Hshordar.* Tlie IIjirinadK were 
often massacred by tlie retaliating people of llie scA'siiore; 
but they wore i^mpletdy reckless and wore prepared as 
much to take lives us to lay doum their own. In tlie 
present ballad wo bod some of them miclly nvenged by 
valiant bsbennem wbosc Ikmii^ had Itecn plundered by iLeiu. 

The bid bid bus not only an bietorical inteivsl but 
contains lino tniicbes of intrinsic poetry. Tlio doiUcMlic 
sketches arc so faithful tbnt wx come across vivid pb-tuirs 
of life ill the but. TJte provincial sms nuiy be iinoongcnml 
to the refined of our nimlofn non den, but tliera iiDib- 
mg efotk or gross ill the Ininiour of ibo ^meiii. The crude 
wonU of EiisUrm rtengiil, in Ibi! rcmolc bnck-wtaKls of tia* 
pmvinco. may fail to please tlie oars of Ibuse readers wfm 
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flJiro too mBch for refinctHcnt in language. But in thn 
tingulstic field, Uw standard of rofinement is a fleeting ono, 
and wanJfl whicii seem elegant in a pariicular age lajcomfl 
crude after half a centufj. Even Kaja Itammohan'e profle^ 
iivhich was tield a model of composition in the 
nineteenth centuT3'« is not appreciated now. Apart from 
tlio qa^ion nf oleganco of siyle, tbo wudenest of prortncial 
dialect in tins ballad, instead of dtminiBhing the interest of 
the poem, adds force to the descriptions. The words are 
80 apt Ojid expressive that nn amnuni of lexicographical 
knowlEfigo would enable onr Icametl readers u> sultstitiite 
mQiT approprijvte forma of expression for them. This 
provincialiam pleases mj ears, for the poet, evidently free 
from aJI restriction of cuflural refinement. apeaU of tbtnga 
as bo saw and henrdi iintranimclled by any art ill ci alley, in 
tlw language wbicli hjs mother lied taught himMlwn whidi 
there is no iriii'r or more forcible vehielo for convoying 
one’s ideas. 

Tlie dcacriptioiia of lovc-mnfcing of the young coupto, 
that of famine anrl of oppressions of the nermsds. tlie socaunt 
of fi^h-tnidcfs in the soa, of ibe experience of aea-voyagea 
and of naval Agbls,—-all have contributed totbecreatinn of a 
bockgrauud for this rural lovO'episode which is full of 
vivifying poetry and of intonse interest to the students of 
history. The measured eonrae of lire rhyihra, sometimes 
brisk anil BoinetimLs languid And slow, suiting the needs of 
tlte narrative, sliows itio liigh poeUesI powers of the rustic 
poet- Tile ^tri song of the boalmcii particalarly movea in 
nieftsured steps, keopsiig pace, (is it were, with tlw sound of 
Oftra, nod prcBetilint' liic picture of merry hoatmei) and their 
trip over the dcc|' in a chai'iiiing moire, swift as the 
SL'a-breeze nnil abrupt os tlrfi rise and Fall of llm waves. 

f Jjave more tb,an once referred to tlie instinctive controt 
wliSch tt» rustic poocff evince in dealing with love-nareaiivea, 
Though omitting tvo details in ilie descriptions of tove 
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bfitween yowng cauplCi Uwy anc always on tlm gnanJ, and 
in ttuB ballnd Uiere (b not n word or line to wliicli objection 
may Iw lotcn by tlie moat faftidions critic. It is strange 
tliat tbo illiterolo rustic £»el sliowa hocIi ft masterly sense 
of esstlietics which is rare ui tlie ^vorks of classical poets, 
Even tlte great Milton has paiaages wrhich cannot be read 
aloud and which tlw nuempts of the poet to raise them to a 
cliuteical dignity by a iiiituipnlntion of higb* 80 iinding wordSt 
have been rendered ridicuSoos rather timn dignified. 
Instanoes of indecency nro rn re in Ihc boll ads of Bengal, 
and in tbiff one pnrlirulnrty the pout’s caution, which 
is natural and not ii result of <x«isi2iouf< effort, is to be 
highly iirnised. This eong is tmo of llio gems of this 
balUd-liU-ralure ftnd I am siifo tbore arc many more 
of “ purest ray serene '* in obsouro villages which for 
want of small financial help may be lost to us. Unless 
our ifroo Mater, which hear** tlic mollo of AdvoBComent of 
Learning, U more generously diapouctl towards thin troasuR, 
it is dealincd a few yenr» after, to into Uie region of 

oblivion, beyond any chance of recovery. 

Cine word morn abtiul characterisation. The ballad 
contains a narntivc which toiit'lics us by ik* pailsw, ejiHJci* 
ally towards titi' tragic end. li iit full <'f nmirmce, and the 
voice which liiNiakis fhmi the grave iit the end, gives 
to tin? tale ft legfiodnry char in. Tlio rhamclcrs hnwcviT do not 
strike us by any wilenin reiinncialinn "r spirit td «acrifico 
which raises wune of the Bengali Imllail* h* ethical 
sublimity, ft is n ronianlic hilo full nf tnicresliiig scon™ 
which will l>c' enjoyed by the rcathir, hut N’lin-nnelift, tlmugh 
in the laiinl "I suffering, she vuhk to none among tho 
rtcngali liereincs. hiin not thi' grniul apiicni of reliant 
MtuUna or poliint Kajat Brkha, nH>r the silent majesty of 
Kamalii llic inuit.-ii, nr the catiitcity ori-niluruino lUsplaycdby 
Kamala—the nK'rchant's dnughtcr. is not a lowering 
figure like Malua. nor in shft resourceful like MuJiua, or 
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dlgnilied and 6eJf-oontrolled as Cliaxidravati, The spirit of 
BeIf.saehficiDg love eiiown bjr Kancban of Dbupiirpat b eio ngB 
to A higher sphere. Vet in iMs garden of fnll-bloira 
roaea, elie is s BmsJl jctsamine or beta, sweet and 
fragrant, and we ahalt never be able to forget her tragic 
death eauacd by crushing aorrows. Like Juliet, she is all 
sweetness and fell n Tictitu to ooaventional and domestic 
circumstances over which no one bad control, 

TJie poet has given us the highest message of love by 
the legend of a *'voice from tlie grave," which declares 
the immortality of love. The sinews and nerves, tho flesh 
and blood may go, os they are bound to do by the inevitable 
decree to which all mortals are doomed, but love never goes. 
In this fleeting world, love lasts for ever—its evor^wakeful 
eyea remain broad open over the darkness that enabrouda 
the region of death, like stars watching the earth when it 
is in tho ntupor of midnight sleep. Tho rustic poet aays 
all tlieae things quite naturally. Tbem is no pedantry, 
DO oatentation in his sayings. It ia not. in tUs ballad 
alone that wo And tliis great pliilosopby of love. There 
are many others already pubJisited in which the readere 
will find such elevated aentimenta in the peasants* own 
language. 

I aiso refer the readora of this ballad to its prelimi' 
nary hymn. TJto poet salutes not only the Creator 
but alio bis ereatirn. He pays his homage to bia 
native land, to all the great shrines within his own direct 
knowledge bearing associations of saints and prophets. He 
is oonnopolitan and pantheistic. lu everything of this 
world he peroeivea divinity 4xnd the Iwty spirit of tite Deity. 
He is absolutely beyond all BuperstitiooB and communal 
narrowneaa. To the Hindu goddess ' Srimai * lie makei bia 
obeisance and says in a bold langnage that there is one 
god whom the Hindus, the Buddhists and the Mahomedans 
all wonthip under differont nnmes uf Vishnu, Pbara and 
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AUab- TbU catboHcity cf views is born of tbn stmoaphers 
of Bengal ''mJ pervsdc^ its rojrsl maTniions or well as its 
huta of straw, Tbc great saints and the bumblest farmcnt 
otre tUis liberal spirit to the atioDspluTC of the country, 
which, for ages, bos been permeaud with Vedantic philo¬ 
sophy and tiiB higher iriitln of the Cpaninhiuifi—propagated 
by a Imndrt'd Institutionii, such ns tlio Kirton, Kuthakataj 
Bnul songs, Paocbali, Jari^giut, Munbidn^gan, Jag-gan, 
and Sari-gan, 
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Nuranneha and the Grave 

( 1 ) 

Hymn. 

WitL n of vviieiatidii do I twholil nil crentvd 
objcetB uraimi] me. Benritig thug n fueling ul dcup 
respect for all, tievo I uttaiued u state of undisturbed 
coiuposure. All tbe eiglitf tbuiisiitid jiin (i>»aitita) and nine 
lacs of prophets of whom I have heard) are fioly to im- and I 
lajw' doH'n to Uium with due respect. 

This port of Chittagong [wssessos a «pcctLd sanctity in 
tuy eye? aa it iit my tleur native land. The dust of >fnBbirn' 
Ijad jiendcreti sacred by Sahn Sultan, tbe great auint, where 
people of nil description ^utsemhle to t«iy Iheir iKimage—in 
tlirice holy, and I how to it with due liutnility, 

Neitt U) these, my obeisance goes to Shek Fund, whose 
fatneua dUciple Nbutm Autin deserves Uie high esteen) of aJL 
Tho vitlage4» and ports at iha mouth of tlio river KJt incha 
are osBociated with junny sacred things 4nd they arc all like 
a shrine io mo. In the village of Bat^tali is the grave of 
Mohnin, ilie great pir, and 1 bow to the lioly place. Brielly 
do 1 speak of the famous villages on the hanks of the 
Duta and SuUtoalir The Jjtko Tliuintliami, the rivere 
Cbiinti and Pakli, the Tillage Hnita, all arc in my eyes 
like holy shrines and I pay ray respects to all of llietn. 

in the Tillage of Chuskliote, ttte godik>sa Buromu Srimai 
is esLablishicd. In Bagnui tbe pnGEtding deity of the rivet 
lahnoiati is held in high regard. Ail of tbt'm are to be 
respected. 

Tho Hindus and Musulmans, brethren, are ropes from 
the same bundle—some call Him Allah and BaeuI, 
others know bint m Hari. 
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BiemitliUk and Vii;fllini] are tbfi names of the 

wimo deity, oitd Ifte diHercnt sccU under tbe naioes of Ram 
and Rahito warehip Him who is Almighty and In- 
divieibic, (LI, 1-18,) 


The Lomenfi of ihc Hero. 

** The breeze of April and tlw note of the cuckoo are sweet 
in Ibis season. Why da you, and >n quest of whoju. do you, 
0 dear pilgrim, tread this path at this pleasant tioM? An 
ornamental ring adoma your nose; as you walk gaily—it 
swings from side to side, adding grace to your fane. Why 
ore you alone iti this public road and who ta that fortunnto 
man for wlioso sake you trend this way. May I ask you, 
O dear one, if 1 still occupy a little space in your heart/' 

ChoniJ—“ Oh ray mad aoall 

" I base no control over niy mad heart—I try in vain to 
keep it in the right way. In the depth of uigUU I cannot 
have a wink of steep. My thoughts run in a wild strain 
and there is no end of them 1 

'* No hunger and no thirst do I frel, no passion, no feallng 
moves me. It is the thought of your sweet aelf that keeps 
me occupied day and night. 

*' I find no pleasure in food or drink—^there is no sleep 
in my eyes—the costly blankets and shawls give no warmth. 
How tuoky am I that in this condition of mine I have met 
you here bo-day and oh alone! 

'* Ooity does the flowing end of your tStfi move to 
and fro. As 1 look at you, it seems as if the very ribs of 
my heart would break. 

“ How joyona were the days when we two played under 
the bamboo groves—sweet to me is the memory of the 
aports that we played an children. How could you render 
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your heart into #tone to forget ihore tender itsaocietiona 
or the past ? ** 

The girl gmoefuHy drew her veil over her bend and 
looked back and glnnced at him. Then did she addrtiss 
him thuB, soft and tender ware her words t—‘*Not a day 
passes, dear, that I too do not remember you. In jtuirown 
heart you may feel a reflection of mine. 

" Do not obslnict my pjith in ihia manner. Yonder 
ia my hut. ha If-hid under the banana groves. Come hither, 
my young friend, as n guest and T will myself prepare 
chicken curry and thickened milk to entertain pu. X will 
do mybest to jileasieyouond I assure you, you will have 
hoftpitnhio reception there, and if my parents give their 
consonl. ilwre will he no difficulty in arranging the union 
you desire.** 

0 my audience, eager you must have become by this 
limo to learn wlio this girl is and where ia her lionte. 
You perhaps feel also 'a curiosity to learn who this young 
mnt) la, who accosted the girl thus on her way and all alone! 

1 will relate to you the atorj. (U. 1-30.) 

(3) 

^Mrenneho. 

Behind the hill of Dewang is the Bay—ond there 
Kpreog up an isle which they called by the name of Ran. 
gadm. 

It was a sranll laland newly formed, the habitation 
of men was new. the plinU were new and in tlie 
busliea and jungles of the seu’eoMt. lay hidden hirnilrrds 
of tjfta ‘ and Risbya liabea. 

Tl»e new soil yielded bumper crois. But hard was Ibe 
task of the cnltivatora to protect their fertile fields from the 
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oDniBh of salme ifater. Tbey built embankmcjita to keep 
the brine off. 

The bulls, tbo cows and buffaloes tiiare looked stout 
and they were so healthy that one would suppose to be 
besniearecl with grease. But if the ffood or plague appeared 
tbero^ they died by hundreds. 

Iti Ibis island of Rangadiaj near the sca*cu:i8t the 
fishes often appeared of such giant that they could 
swallow men. Plenty were tlm sharks mid crocotUles which 
sported in the uiid-stremu. 

Tlie watere near were a Immc of all kinds of fish. 
Tlie Lcta. the Rishyn, the Tailya, the FaisUya, the Koral, 
the Boal, the Chamire, the Cliurir the lokter, the Hbeal 
fish (Bonli) and various otlu'r dsJics ware plentiful tlicre. 

The nen' island sent, as ii were, a silent invitation to 
the (Ishermeu fur ami near. Anil the Aracancse, and the 
Mahomedans came in largo numbers and settled in the 
fertile plains. 

The land there was so fertile that on acre yielded cropo 
hundred times more than whit oouhl be gencrsiUy eKpeted. 

From the Eastern country came down a well-tO'do 
peasant named ;V£gar, and settled at Rongadia. He built 
ft number of huts covering the roofs with straws of the Sno 
Uto species. He excavated s smnl) tank near bis house-^ 
the water was as sweet ns the milk of cocuanut. Many were 
llic fields that he ploiigbcdt aitd tlm fertile land gave high 
pronnsc ; a passerby would often hear him uttering mean' 
ingipss words, such as *' Hern,*’ " Tbi," '' Thi *’ and the 
tike, while driving the bullocks over his ffelds. 

The farmer A^gar had on only daughter, who like the 
moon iltumionted his bouse with her bright smilo and tboy 
called her Nuranneha, 

Her wrists were adorned with bracelets nnd sbe looked 
io Icauiiful with tltem that the oeighbours, the good 
matrons and datuea, cast idmiritrg looks upon tier. 
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They all ** Sow beautiful is tiiia Uitle daughter 
of Aigail '* Tlw swings of her golden nose-ornament lent 
ituch a charm to her face that it was suflkiejit to win one’s 
heart at a single glaoco t 

The daughter of the old farmer \tas oouMious of her 
growing youth and with au over-pyoufi heart did she work 
in the nalda of her father ! 

When the weat-wind blow and tlie «cb roared with joy 
the girl fell an overflowing emotion at the advent of her 
eolith —she cast frequent wondering looks at lier blooming 

W f 

features I 

At thie stage of life, eho met her old friend—the com¬ 
panion of her childhood. 

Oil, the attachment of early youth T It liears through 
life and is aticJtj Uko the gum of the iack-fniit I However 
hard one may try, one can not get rid of tl» 

Tlie nUachment of early years is verily like the 
unto of the cuekoo. Though there be a temporary lull, it 
repeats itself sending a thrill iuto the heart. 

The attachment of early youth is like th« cocoanut oil. 
During the winter night it freesEos and becomes liard but 
the touch of the sun's rays melts it, and it bocotnes its own 
self again. 

The nttachmont of early youth is like the Bhang or 
the Ganjo drug—one who has been a prey to it can never 
got off, his senses ml end be knows not how he 

^^Here shall I misto th® story of an atUehmeot formed 
in early years and which bore through life making the pair 
tenderly' attached to each olbor with a devotion which 
baa hardly a parallel, (Id. 1-44.) 
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The Edrfif Lift 0 / MsUk. 

The nnine of our hero is Mfllck. Deogaoii is hia natiro 
»iiiag€, A fltie beard adorDs his fiice. Ho Is « fuU- 
growfl young raan. Fsatoaed lo one of bis arms with 
asiUi-ihread. is a charioea lockei of silver. Though be 
was far above the age when young men arc married in 
ilia coimtryaide, Mulek had not yet taken a wife. 

His father was a rich f8riner--tLo headman of the 
village, and owned eileiiflive lands in the village of 
L>eogaou. 

Naju Mfa the father of our hero—was a good- 
natured and straight-forward man. Be saiid hia noma/ 
overy day in elrici aooordaiioe with Ibe scriptuiCB and 
Obaened fast (ro/u) for thirty days in the year. 

fn his iicarti the holy woids of the Koran were 
engraved, and whtiu he sat in judgment over others be 
showed im|)artialtty and a great power of diseerument. 

His gnuinries were dllod with paddy, and tus ponds 
with a great variety of fehes. Behind hie house was 
a big orchard with fruit-trees yielding their unfailiDg 
iFeajAurcs in due se&soDB, 

ilcBtored bis ships with Boldiw rice and undertook 
hia voyages for trade sgamst tlie tide often in the streams 
of ICoinchtt, visiting the towns and villages on her hanks. 

But luckj hcklc luck, left him. The thunder of divine 
wrath fell on him, and people never saw again the Bmite 
of that fiver-stnihng: face. 

It was the month of April when the strong rays of the 
sun heated the water of the Koiocha, making it a bed of 
fire. Violent blasts blew over it; Naju Mia with his ship¬ 
load of paddy was crossing the river. It was a great risk 
to cross the stream, and Naju cantiouslv advanced takin" 
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shelter in the turns ami iux)k& •>( ita Ttonka. Tliil ho could 
not crossing the river (it a ocrlain slogo. So lio came 
up to the midsttcitni. Tlwro tlie hfORkeni caught the ship, 
which began to whirl rouml and rt'ond like a «piuning 
wheel. 

Naju had taken hU seat near the Ciiptain, anil he 
watched Uic coumu of the ship * the helm could no longer 
control It; the wind waa w» high thut the sail was tom 
to pivees: the ropea aiid the cords became tom ahieda, and 
the ship reeled liko a drunken miiii. The bind part of the 
ship sank down, the prow rose high np ; the girjal store of 
a thousand oris of piiddy wont to the bottom of the river; 
hut this ivas not all—Najn himself was drowot-d in the 
dreaded water of the Kainoha. 

The motiier was dead long ago, and now that lus father 
departed, the child Malek had none left in the wide world 
save Bn old grandmother! She was eighty yoara old and 
yet had to cook meals for herself and lor the child, twice 
every day. Thus was the old lady occupied with her daily 
wcjrk and she brought up the child with all tendomeaa. 
When the tide came and the water of the Kainchii rose 
high, she ooold not control heraiirging grief. It would rend 
one’s heart to Mr her woilmgs. A strange round of wail 
would burst forth from her throat. Like tlioro deephmouthod 
crocodiles of tlw Bay, she too cried " boot.** ** boot 1 ’* * 

*' Oh my son, you never returned home cither in the 
flow-tide or in the cbb-tidc! Oh ill-luck, what crocodile, 
what shark haa swallowed my darling 1 " Thus laniontcd 
the old mother while bI» held her grandeon lightly in her 
breast. " O my son. " *h* cried, ** you did not live to 
get a bride for ibis young pet of mine, 

The whole locality resounded with the loud tamenU* 
tions of this half-mad old woman, but there is an end to 
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every!(iS[ig, anti sbe died of broken beurt gtieving over ber 
dear son lost in tbe river, (LL 1-iO,) 


(5) 

.VunjAftefto and ilfab?k. 

Now Bjial) I relate to y<jM wbat happened next When 
Najii Mia lived in neogann. thore was a mnit Damod Asgar 
wbo was bis close ocighboiir, They were not welJ-diaiKi«ed 
toward* each other—tbiingh their bouses stood facing one 
another and were separated only by g cornfield t 

Naju and Aagar could not Eigree on any [loint. Why 
their feelinp were strained, 1 w-Ul describe in ptr>per time. 
Tbe atory U interesting and atrange, and love b the main 
thing of uttr topic lo-duy. 

Wbon tbe grandmother died, the child lived all alone 
m the lamse, and Kur, emeet Kur^ often came there and 
cooked meals for the boy. 

It wtt3 ttideed a heart-rending sight to seethe poor child 
Malek in this utterly forlorn condition, and Azgar fell deeply 
for him, 

Tbe old enmity was forgotten. The tale of ijuarre) 
between Azgar and Naju was a thing bygone, forgotten 
by the survivorB. The little girfs simple heart melted 
at the sight of Malek'a sorrows. She felt a deep sympathy 
for him, She cleaned his house with care and brought s 
pitcher full of cool water for him every day, and did other 
household work. Bui if be looked at her, sbe would draw 
her veil over bar face. 

Ob flowier. bow changeful art thou 1 l| was only 
yesterday that I found thee to be a bud and to-day thou 
art a full-hJown flower,—bees are bumming around tbw 
attracted by the honey I ' 
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Rhc was oJt dnj cookiBg meaU for Mnlek ;itid doing 
oilwr Inmsebdd wk like o little liouscwifo I 

Rot underlying nil tliesc tlierr wriR uonietiiing else. 
Eacli !ict Eilie did, lidded to llie stfertglU of Hint flweet 
attmetion n fiicli silently grew between ilivui. 

Now find ibin abe cfiat r glancT lit liim,— a glance 
which sent n tlirill of ioy inb* hie UeEiri,— a glunce 
wUicb CQji only be compared to n streak of liglitning that 
conn's, to brighten iwvrytliitig for a mumeut, and llicii bides 
iiselr in llie bosom of tbe clouds. 

Itul when M;i|ek glatiocd nt lier, she lost all power of 
contio) and became ironsfisctl to the spot a* if atruck by 
thunder. 

Love had come ntid conqurred llieir hearts and meltcrl 
them ! Oh. wUnt a pain doe* this Iovc'b rtrel dart bring I 

Makk begun to grow einaeinted nnd thin day by day I 

Nut's bodice half-covered the grtiwing hreaBts, the black 
paint ndorned licr eyes^ Malek became Iove-«ck and crared. 

Oh, ilie attraction of first love t It take* oiie by snf- 
prise,—tlie heart palpitates mid t he liead grows giddy—one 
bccomi's itiacnBiblo to feelings of shame or danger. There 
is nothing like love in the world. In the heart of a woman, 
it is God's highest gift and btesaing. 

Tlie house looks splendid if a garden of fiowere or an 
orchard is nttaclied to it. 

The liome of n man is joyous if there is a housewife 
to grace it. 

The young mini's face looks splendid with new l^eard 

The green leaves aitom a tree, and llio flower adorns 
the green leave* ; tlH.- forehead of n woman looks bright 
when slw wears lliv red vermilion, her sign of luck—wlien 
licr ears are adorned by |iendnnts of pearls and her nnre by 
no*c-ornmnoiit. Hut nil Lhesc things that embellish and 
adorn are nothing av compared with tlie joy and bwmty of 
the first mcciiDg of lovers. 
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Firtl ]ovc 19 like awcct <]rink Lo ihiisty aouht. !t ii 
tike a dream jit life—a otrwggSc Iwtween fantasy and 
reality. Ttic oyw cateli a atrangc gleam and the Iteart 
is subdued by a birmige emutinn. Obr )>ow long can 
the embankments of sand resist ttie force ol tide? It is a 
tiling not to he luddcn or to pass unobserved « 

The mother o( ^uraimeUa treated Molek with great 
nffeeijoiK Slie often brought him to her bouse and enter¬ 
tained him with water-melon and cucumber. She oflered 
him thickened milk of bitflnlo and delicious cakes sweetened 
with the juice of angur-canee. 

When the farmer Azgsr went to the field. Match used to 
accomt>any him. He would follow Asgar with the *f>ukd ' 
and fire preficrred in straw-bund Ice. Pine rice of the 
ifirniiijl species and tlic curry of lobster he carried to the 
field in banana-lenves, and Axgar and Matek would alt 
togetlier, like father and son, on the ridge of the com fields 
and have n hearty rc]»aat. 

Youth seemed to burst forth through her thin 
and when with a pitcher under her am she went to the 
rii'CT-ghal, sbe often eyed Mafck on tlte wayside. Kear 
the landing ghat of tbe river was a tamarind tree. Its 
crooked fruits bang down in numbers from the boughs. 
Under this tree they often met in tbe evenings, on the way 
to tbe river-side. 

In the compound ol Asgar's bouse was a place reserved 
for husking rice. The com was brought there and bullocke, 
yoked to a post, had to go round it for threshing the com— 
and Nur watched the bullocks going aright. While abe 
was thus engaged, Match would take bia seat on the bank 
of a pond and play on bia Bute. 

Matek, in tbe still bouts of the noon, often enjoyed a 
pleasant nap in his house, all alone. Ntir would silently 
creep into the room, and with a pdnfr/td in her ha nd fan the 
sleeping youth. 6be would often prepare fine betels with 
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doves and c^damama and gently rouee turn from hia sleej) 
in order to offer her presents. 

Tt» beauty of a woman at the darni of youth ie like 
sun's rayuj it fioats p]a)'fully ail sroutid and Malek 'ives 
deeply merged in its sweet stream. (LI, 1>0C.} 

( 6 ) 

The Fiood. 

That year, by the cruel dispensation of ProTldenco, a 
gfeat storm overtook the land. Tike sea rushed froth, oyer* 
flowing the banks, and hundreds of houses wero onTiicd 
awny. Tl» farau-r lost hie crop of jmddy, and the rich 
harvest, almost ready for the renter's scythe, was all des¬ 
troyed by the flood. 

The raging waves advanced and t.wept ftivoy men end 
b«nsf»—no one co^td swim across the vast waters ns no 
bank or landmark could Ixi seen anywhere in it. 

Tiw oornActda, with all species of fine rice—^/citabnti, 
ht/mirh, brtiarn, thrnnal, grrum^, kiimj and others of 
vartouB nam4wi and quality—too mkiny to I>e mcntioncit 
hori'^were devoureil hy the flootl. 

Femme overtook the country. The gnrvivnr* could 
hardly get mo;ins lor mistemmco. Alls ihe terrible lloud I 
li spread !ar and wide and wiw n tfroiirge to tlio country. 
Land and water Ijccanw, as it were, 'Uie clear >ilvcry ajicei. 
Whftt a tefriblo roar burui forth in iho sky, rvid 
by liglitnirig whidi showed irself like n sharp sivonl^ 
The boatmen ilionifclvea wvre drowue*! in the rosluug 
waters. The Mtiulmt lost his dearly prized Korrui 
and tlic dcali'i' in loilela loal nil lii^ gootls! Some 
ascended lIjc roofs of Iheir licuiiio. but no safety CM-n 
tlK'fL—watci'rose higher and bigher •>ml overlook I hern. 
Tile cows. iIm.‘ bulTulOBfi, tiu' ahcip nod otlscf tVincshc 
iittiiiuib di'Ml by huiidmU. td (wtMy 
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to 5 tfri* (It rods,) par nipce. Tha hauueHolders sold 
their wivej, wa'5 (itid daugUtci^. ^fauy drtd of <!bolcrn for 
tlwy liv(?d upon the leaves of trees. 

.\j!gnr fell into exlremo distresa. He had not even 
rice-dust to live upon; storvetioii ^tttnfd him at the face, 

The house bed lost at! its posts ant! the roof was gone* 
All the goods he bail were carried away by the flood, 
Malek liad gone away and nobody knew wlioa^. .Azgar 
fionely grieved lus loss. 

Tbe lietds lay uncultivated* no one was theiir to plough 
tliani. In the river and In live iiwamps, corpse* floated by 
Inuidreds. Tbe Itullocks that drove the plough were all dead. 
The reserved seed-rice, the yoke, the plough were all gone. 

For a while AJigar meditated bs to what course he should 
take, and then went toltangadia. It was a newly formed 
(file and the hinds were di&trihuled there without rent for 
the first few years. Asgar got n dmne of land t*20 bighas) 
rent-free. He was not required to pay any necor to the 
Zemindar for ii* and was besides provided with (50ws and 
pnddy-spods of llm species of batitrari. 

Il was a highly fertile Inod; if any one threw paddy^ 
i»ec<ls carolwply on tho ground iham, lie was sure to hove 
a rich harvest. Axgar made ILmgadia hi a home and lived 
tlicre with hip wife and dnughtcr. Hb was a changing 
lot. and lie spent Ins day* tlipre. partly in iuippiueas and 
parity in sorrow. 

Maloti in the meantime had seirolied Niiranneha alt 
over the conntiy hw days and monthfi, and at last oonie lu 
Rangadifi. U« pnsml lib dtivs in great imhappineAfi, not 
Iwiiig itblo to fniit Niir. When lui recoUei'tod his own lifune- 
Mejiil where no imnp burnt now in ilui oveningfi—the dear 
pin™ now in “tale of ootnplcle desertiun, he felt a aharp 
pain in his-henrt- He cautw 1o Rnngadia, n solilnry way¬ 
farer, MwUsug llie slit'lmr ‘-f liospifuUle iicopJu fnr n IcmiV'- 
cary lailgfl. (1jI, 1-1 1 .' 
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( 7 ) 

The J?e-«nioa. 

I hflvo now told you briefly t!ic early tiLstory of the 
pnir, luid now I tim going lo relolc lo you tJie intereiiliiig 
epiiscde of wUdt tbev suffered for 1ove> 

Ktinumelm hcraelf wiw iilwfiyfl tJiinklag of M«lek wiUi 
deep iiffcction. After one foil ye^r slie nnu foutul Iter lover. 
In titt western «««> tbe wave.* playetl wiilt wind, Nur waji 
fully sportive that doy* entering the hoiist? ^nd coming out 
of it e Imndreii tirnea without rcnwin. Site lighted the 
evening lamp in tho hnn«o, hut hneiv iio reKl. With Iwr 
mother she prupured curries of ilitferiMU Icmds for entertniD« 
ing the dear gneal M the evening. 

Her partinU were uiiguged in conveiTinliun with Mnlek« 
and Nur, pwjpcd oul and saw wlmt was going on, thrttugh 
llte crevices of the iluitchcd wall. 

’J'lieiv wore tillkss on till coneei viihJe topics, hut neither 
the luollitT tier the fatlier nf S'lir, gtivc Match llie Icnsi liinl 
■iboiil hts marriage wiiU Ntir—'Whkh Lhc funner hiul 
cjificclod with alt tlie wnnntli of his tnitiii'e. Mjilek lienl 
hitf liC!ul down and ht^an to rclli'cl »(>rcJy liii this. 

His heart hiinit in ungiilHli. He himself ilimigiit nf 
iniroihii'tiig Lhi’ lopie >mil ai one Lime the word almo<4t came 
to hts |iii$, hut it feeling of sliaftu^ ''topixsil liim from 
rofetritig to the delinito pmiil. In di'Cp dienppointiiirnt 
tears fiiino to hi»- eyes ami he wn-* strwggliiig hard in 
hilt (uiiid over this pruhlem. hast nl all A/gnr no id, 
" Makh, my soti. il ir « laU' lionr tmw, h-l ns Hike mir 
inciils iitid go t" lest. yon have ftistctl the tvhnfi* diiy itinl 
you ai^aint:in*nlly liuiigry tkmic, dear tniy. wueli your 
eyes witii riHil iratfrand finish I In- •aipiwr,'' 

Holli (if ihein am to cat, fare fme, and Niininiiehu 
iTimc up witli tlitt plate* to serve liicm. Tin- fin c wan fine 
ft 
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and it warm. Smoiio teaued otit of the worm plates. 
But all unmindful of the food. Malek glanced at Nur again 
and agaiiK 

Nur chose stnaU Hishja Bsh full of grease and eggs. 
She dropped a score of them on MaJek‘a plates. Egg:; 
fried in oil were renderetl deltcioua with onions and pepper. 
There was besides an esccellent carry of Lata £lb1i. Tbo 
fowl-curry was of exceedingly good taste, -All tUftsc were 
highly relished by Malek, The food was varied and rich. 
Last of nil came the cakes named Bemaii and Malek left 
the plate after Crushing bis meal. Nm came Up next with 
a Jiukd in her liand and Malek leisurely cjijeyetl tlio pipe. 
After many days Malek had the good fortune of again taking 
betels prepared by Nur. 

tn the onter-hoiise a fuve mat was spread and Malek 
went to steep- It was a long wintry night, and we need 
not dwell upon wliat anguish of heart and ilaubls, the youth 
passed through—reficctiiig on bis present and future. 

In the inner apartment Nur bx> lay on lit.r bed. but 
midnigbl passed and there was no wink of aiccp in her eyea. 
Her bejiii Irt^mldcd and site fed I uneasy. As when Ilia cover 
is put on the rice placed on fire, the grains try to come 
out of tlte iK>t, so Itio more she attompteil to suppress Itor 
emotiona, they scamcil to burst forth t1« more. 

Tliosouthoi'u wan pleasant, and swoeC wostlic note 

of the cuckoo, and ahe murrourreil to liersclf, " Perfumed 
with cocoaiiiit oil have i dona my liair with care, will you 
nut, my rriend, ooinc to me oitcc? -fust come ami Nce tJie 
Ijomegranate tree bent under its Injid of fruits- Out post 
itayi are full of plca^^unt memorioa. fu c|iildbu.¥l, wx- (K^n" 
Iraciwl pilfection. Oh my frieml, do not tew that tro 
of cUildhoo*! and wuunit my lienrt. Natures differ. How 
for the sake of irhamc lonid ymi siipprc^^ tJii:H Mmrcd hre of 
the hcwl." 

Thinking mi m ihi'^ stTiiin thi.' gooil girl lunt all 
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control om ber feelings. Her patents were sleeping in 
anotlier room and the sound of tbeir enoring^ indicating deep 
Bleep, was hnjord. She gently opened the door of her own 
room and came out, flhp advanced a step and then 
retraoed it, full of besitancy. It seemed that her delicate 
frame quaked in pain and restlessness. 

It was a deep hour of night. The wliolc house wm 
still and quiet. Malek liimsetf was sleepless, all on a 
auddcn he rose up startled, and came out of tlte huu^ He 
saw Nur standing in the courtyard. The southern wind 
’was blowing and soma stars were glittering in the aky. 
(LI. 1^.) 


(8) 

The ffamiadr. 

On the west of Bangadia was the inimlluble eea. The 
small island which was brought under the plough quite 
recently, was gradually ittcredsing in sise. Down the aea, 
when the dow-ticL come, the breakers roared and dashed 
against one anotlier. Many were the Qndhu and Balam 
boats, loadod with rice, which marched thraugh tlie Bay— 
their name was legion. The dreaded Portiigueae pirates, 
the Harmsds, were cmtstantly watehtng the movements of 
tlieae boats, stealtliily following them through the nooks of 
the ooasU Tliey plundered the boats and assassinated their 
crew, and tlic boaUuen and captains of the seo'Sjile 
trembled in fear of the Harmads. 

There is a spot not far from the const called tlie 
Pnnch Garin' (the five waves) beynrid which is the terrible 
Day—the /Calapdni (lit. black ivatera). The waves there 
are liigh a* mnnntaiii'fiunimtLs and they fiurcely played with 
the wind. The boats and ships were raincil te a great 

Uu bfliwfWi BmtMt iud Ufcbit^kbUi. 
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tteiglit tu lie tliroM'i) down to ilie loweftl pit nllfirnAtelj^. 
WJieii rougU blow tbcro, iiU of a ^iiiddcii UiC of 
the PoncJi Gnria rooivd and lotiohcd tho very licoveti in tlioir 
fiorco lifluco. These waves of the BJuck AVutors kire dread' 
fuf. Ships with stalls pnlTed np by winds, atniggled hnrd 
to presurve theuiaLdvvB, and crew were dismayefl wlien 
croasing this (H^rtiuii of the deep; and nonte pledged a 
thousand rupeeti to be offeied to the grent saints if they 
could go back to IJie Ininl witli rufely, Thu Hindus prayed 
to Koii tmd the Mughs (the Durmeso) offered prayers to 
Pkara, and uU cried, " Oh Lord, kuvi- u« from this eriais." 

When thu fierce K.^lElp;ini has t>ceti croeeed, tlic 
sea becomes a {ik’osajtt stgiu; it is ealm and the new 
islands look l»ennLifttI in the lilasi. Tlicse iaiels Lave no 
trees or phinte but yet they look fresh and detighifuL 

Blit now let na reAimie the story of tJie Hnrmnds. 

In the up'Elreani of the Bay, there are immy turns by 
the side of ilu’ coast i the pirates conceal theittin’lvea in these 
nooka watching the boal$. The boat? coroe from foreign 
ciiuiltrica, earning large prefils by irado—their flogit iiit; 
rniecd higli IliiUoring in the wind, Swilt nro the small boats 
of the |hrntcs ivhtch pass over tin- Biiy like birds over tlic 
ttky. The Bitmiada do not at all care for their lives ; they 
are n BCi uf despemta people and in naval lights tlicy show 
miflindiiiig courage and tact. 

They used to plunder the gifods and sink the hoLits 
in the cfepiU of the swi. They woald Himetimcs tiike Itw 
boatmen of the «htt» they plundered enptives^boimd 
In cUoiiis. 

Now, at Iho time of which we are spciiktitg, Nnr and 
Mjilck liiid fallen head-long jn love ninl were eujoyiDg 
tltcnt'telve^ when the Hnrmndt visited the istand of 
Rangadia. 

They attneke,^! the liousi- of A;4gjir, oficned llie big 
chest and Mj^L-d all iU contents. Nothing of value was 
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Hi ill Uie Jiauae, Aigar cried Vilwi a hciplm cUiW sind 
Nut struck her Iioail vvitli iicr bantli*, iliU iho ti’agraly 

did not end tUtre. Tlie pirates bouud bolb Nut jnd Malek 
wiUi ropci^ and carried Ibciu 

Did they mean to oek'brute tlic marriage ut the betrothed 
pair? 

Tho old {krasatit, quite Ju'lpleaSt began bj cry and bis 
wile jm»ed in his Umenu. Tlic greatest grief they felt was 
for tlicir ihiuglitor. Mow temledy liad ilicy uhcnslied the 
Ijope of seeing her happy in marrliigc. (LI. 


( 0 ) 

PInyfnI are tlic» hoalB of tlie pirates* They 
marched* keeping lilrK^ ks it wcfe, 'vith iJiC motiim 
ofihctvavest Like the vultures that hovered over tlte 
sea, they marched fia[ipme their wirtgfi o1 sail. In one of 
theine* lay poor Nur Jatitencd U> a cabin. There nns no 
cloth on her person. Iiow could she preserve her decency ? 
The wind had a share in die oppression of the poor 
girl, for U opened the rich treasure of her linir which 
duUcred disbevcltcd on all sides. 

The bands of Malek were liound behind his back so 
lightly that tliepaiti was cicruci&ttng and unbearable. 

The leader of the gang was charmed with the beauty of 
Niif. He ttpproaclied Malek and said* ” What is Ibw girl 
to you? Who is her father* and who her fatheron-law? " 
Malek atared at the face of the leader but gave no 
answer. At ihia the leader look a sharp dagger in his band. 
Kur gave a abrill cry, when all on a sudden a violent gale 
blew, tearing Ute ropes of the sails to piecea. Losing the 
sail the boat fell into one of the dreaded wbirJpoola which 
made it roel round and rauod. till it wm carried desperately 
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into n sandy aboal, Tiie red ort? was sinkitig in tbc westom 
horizon. There was do plant, no tree in that land Far or 
near;—sand on all tiileai and nothing else. A lew fishermen 
were catching fish in the Bay. The whole gang of robbers 
forcibly entered the boiit of these fishermen. •Some of 
them hnd just kindled fire in the hearth for hotling rice 
and others were dressing fish, when this great mishap Ire* 
fell them, <Li. 

( 10 ) 

/fcfolialion. 

All the fishermen of the locality in the meantime had 
gathered there. Some of them were armed witli swords, 
some with ropes of sail and tong bamboo poles. •Some 
carried oars nnd lielnui and tliay attacked the rob1>crs 
in a body, A great skitmieh took place in tliat sandy 
shore, Jinny were killed outright and many had their 
skulk broken. 

There was one aged fisherman who ciime up at lliia 
stage with a large quantity of jiowderod pepper. He 
threw handfnla of these into tlw eye.s of the robben. They 
staggered at this wncspeeled blow and could not keep stond* 
ing. They fell down upon the sand, Tlw robbers were 
disarmeil by the fishermen and were bound, band and 
foot. Liberally were they serred with blows, slaps and 
kicks. 

Basing thus made the Harmads captives, the fisher¬ 
men proceeded to judge the criminala. Some of ibcm set 
up a great uproar, demanding the i □ di scrim in ste massacre 
of these wicked men ; they cried, “ With our sharp daggere 
let tiB at once out off tlietr beads; ” but the more merciful 
on*a aaid, “ No brethren, tie heavy stones with their nedm 
and throw them into the middle of the illimiUble sea in 
that condition.'* 
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When the fishermen were clemourously talking in this 
mnnner, Mslek overlieerd their nngry speeclies,—bound as 
he wo* in the dork of the boai of the robbers Then Mslek 
cried atoud rcudmg the very sky witli bis lamentetions. 
Some fisiiermen lieurd his voice end with torches in tbeir 
hands cnmc up for eofjniry. They look pity on Matek and 
set Jiim free and heard every thing from liis lips from the 
beginning to the end. Next they went to rescue poor Nur, 
who had fainted. They raised her up, bin her bead 
could not be kept erect. As often as. they tried to raise it, 
U bent down. Mnlek had licr eyes gently opened, but they 
seemed to l>e Itereft of sight and did not twinkle. There 
was no sound in her heart, and lier pulse did not beat. 
Her hands and feet had grown lool os ice—sbe lay Iborotighly 
prostrate and her teetli nere clenched. 

They brought her to the boat of the fiBliermen. Some 
of them poured water on her I lead ami some fanned 
lier ; and difioonaolateMalek cried nil the while like a child at 
her pitiable condition and Inmented wildly. Look at me, 
dear sister, get up and let ua once more go to our house at 
Eangadia,—-rise up, o!i my fidl'mcon, diffusing light and 
life t Ahi9, who will now prepare betels for me? Who will 
offer me lobocoo? In tite dry season, who will refresh 
me by offering cool drink? Else up, ob lamp of my 
bouae 1 Who will spread a nice mat on the Hour for my re> 
pose I Rise up dear one, lei us go back and you will once 
tnore preiktre aweel curd for me and store it in new earthen 
veasels. Then at night we will watch the fowls batching 
tbeir eggs in the hut. Wake up Irani this sleep and let iia 
go back <iuick[y to our deserted home," 

Thus did Malek cry, sitting nea; the girl, and did not 
find eonsolatton any way. The old hebermaD brought from 
s little boa a pill which be mixed with cool water and 
made the girl take it. He also aprinkled water all over 
ber face and eyes. 
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Xfalefc raised bur up flud placed her in bia lap 
anil begrin to fan her. He said that he perceived 
a little brcjilb iti her poMlrila, There, the beams of the 
moon fell on tier beautiful face anil the southern wind 
breughi a freshness* as il blow over her* A little after 
the girl oponcil her eyes. 

ftbe sat on her lieil and said a word or two. They gave 
l 4 or n handful of rice to eal after having wasiwd it with 
wnter. She cnquircil about her lather and mother. Slowly, 
after a time, did Miikh acijuainl her with all Uiat had hap¬ 
pened. 

One of the rablierA, kept bound under tlio Oech, had^ in 
ibc mtanlime, brahim his chain and helped olherB to do the 
saniu. They then silently made their escape, unnoticed by 
the careless rishcfTOen, (LI. 1-5B.) 


{11 ) 

They tRccI a<jain. 

In the Bayt winch had no limit, no end, the young 
couple lived in the cottage of u ELalicrmait on the sands, 
made of straw and leav^. They were pressed with anxiety 
and could not sleep in night or in day. In the night when 
everything was atill, they saw the pUy of the waves 
from afar. 

Their happiness was like that of a bsh, which dragged up. 
on the [and, mahea its escape and gets into water again^ 
or like that of a stream which after a long circuitous course 
gains its utmost goalt tba sea: or tike the creepers /bingo 
or long goard they find a refuge on a bamboo-platfom), 
or like a poverty-atrickeD iiian when be conies alt on a sud¬ 
den in poeamsion ol untold gold, or like that of Eusof when 
be met Jelukba. 
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TItc llip fieJii^ntuin cttirreil tticm^elves ii]i aod 

drew progrnjiinio of tlieif worli, Tlwy decomunl tLeir buau 
witli Jlngs 011(1 proowdeil to cwwa itw.' Raj,—ilic Ini-ge twits, 
the (iadhiit with ciiumions «iit» liod their de*'ks^ &llc*l wiili 
ilry JtsU oml other gotxls. Then Lliey innrehed through tlic 
deep in (1 Ttriv. The iwiiinnj Jiade tLemfleKL'* mei ry in 
vnrioits \voysf. li!o»ic ployed on rofd'fluti'«i some sounded 
the hiiiiM^ilie (luilUti daiieed on ilie waves, keeping 
liiuc wmIi this wild untsie. It nos thf boundli**^ son that 
inspirvil tlwm with wild i^iKtacy. Soma nf the iMOttncti 
song Jifri songs■ uther* joined titcii' voice iii eliorna, 

77f« snug fi/ file i^iHTtnicn. 

“ adiUo Jammry, llie chill wind htowst Merrily did 
w'e throw our feij{ffj<i net on ttw stream of tlie Knran'khnii 
in the eoutli. 

“We ilmggcd tlie net and chum up to ftwai—lo ! we 
found Aaiffl, iurol and A&f/ entangtel in the threads of the 
net. 

Chttrus —“ Cold iv January * etc, 

" We threw the tain net,—in the night btewecnmej a» 
niiidi time taken in dining. We reached Dhan Chiba- 
nifi nnd Andar Char—^the pet Iwmes of iiabes. 

“ From mir net some leapt out, some esciiped through 
creviccfl, and Mine remained entangled in the net. 

Chorus—'* CoUl is Jnnnarj. «?lc- 

“ We have row^l our boats «p stream nod down. 

“ We tiave travelletl too by the deep red shores of Hsidia 
and by tlie newly-settled Hayachar-wlKw it is a terror to 

behold the waves stimsd np by wind. 

•' There, oU brethren, the coast abounds with fishes. 
Btrongers wo vre, friends i we have come from distant 

lands! 

T 
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Cofil is Tnnimrjf etf' 

“ Nc'itr titit turn of Sonadia tike * gold island,' to Ibe 
iionh—fishtiH of all tcinds are seen fioating on the 
SI I r face of thi? bay—'tbe luiii, ibc rj'jrba and targe'sised 
efturi—the st*n*ijsb. TJieae i^trugglo liard in tbc nota aod 
often tear them off. (Iil, 1-32.) 

Chorus —>" Cold ii Jauiiflry, otc,” 


(12) 

The boatmen spent thesa daja merrily^ singing and 
playing on tJieir flutea as they roired. After three days 
tfiey came down to Bangadia, and Malek and Nur met 
bereaved Aitgor on reaching tlte place. 

TIte old man burst into tears as he embraced the youth. 
Nur's motber in ecatacy of joy kiaaed the girl over aod 
over, preeaing her lips tenderly on hers. Happy ware 
they, as when one about to be drowned in a river at last 
reachea its bank, or a blind man who lost hi a stick suddenly 
gets it back while searching it with his hands. 

The butter melts near the fire, a woman cannot control 
her feeliuga long if tove has grown Is her mind. However 
carefully may you try to purify saline w'ater thiougb a doth, 
the salty taste will continue. Love, dear friend, cannot be 
got rid off, howBoflTcr may you try to freo youreSlf 
from its control- Love's nature is growth. Tea oaxmot 
prune or rappreas this ever-growing gift of God. Ha 
improaeioD like a thing engraved on stone cannot be effaced 
away. You may try to conceal it with all your might but 
you oanoot help exposure. Azgar and his wife both under* 
stood that Malek and Nor had fallen in love. 

One day when the sun was setting on the aea, Aiigar 
took Malek with him for a ramble on tl» shore. 
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AfTrcUonntely lUcI th<; old man thus ml dress Mulek : 

*' Oil. my dear ymjiU. kriovr it for cei't^n that I have 
lined you ss luy oivii son. But I must cnutioit yon agalnist 
one tiling. Yon must not nitirry tiiy dauyUtcr Nuriimielw. 

“ You Jo iioi kiiovir the past talc. Your father Naau 
considered me to lie hiij enemy. I remember the Jay wlien 
your fat her marriod. f recollect how (joaipiuisty tfir 
fiiiietioii was cpkbratcJ. But some one eprend a soaiiiiaJ, 
and when you were born, dear boy, the quarrel between your 
jiarents rose to n lugU pitch—the itetiU was that your 
fatlier divorced hie wife. 

" t'lic cried bitterly over her lot, anJ when she came to 
my hoiisc praying for liclp in her dietreas, I foilbwlth 
uiiirrieil lier. 

Deogaon, my tmiivc town, ^carne since a Imt bed foY 
itie, I iiiutd hnil no rust in my house. The memory of Ihosa 
cruel Jays -till rends my heurt like a ahaft. Thr |>co;)k' of 
the lowti became liostile to me; my graiinery became empty 
o( iis sion> niid iioi a <'uiivi was left iti my boy. I caimnt 
describe to you Jiow 1ii;tcrty I suffered at the time. Vour 
mother wna to me then like o lounUio of cool outer 
in on cuviromnent of fire. This ivorhl is Full of 
knaves. Your falher, shortly after, Jeporteil frrjiu 
world itf woes, and ! was left to suffer my portion. N'ow 1 
eagerly look for pci innnefit rest in the grave, wiiicli ts to 
be uiy be<l of re)»ose after the u-eary Jays that may yet be 
in store for me. 

" This Nnranncha is lintnli^me as a statue of piiresr 
gold, She is the heart of my heart, dear as a rib of my 
cliesi. She is your sister. Do not think that you are 
an) way distant front me, Von are my nearei:t kin and 
not a whit less than a son. But how can you think of 
marrying Sur, yoitr own sister, born of the same mother? 
Our scriptures prohibit such an uoboty match." (LI. I-IGJ 
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Malek could not keep standing after this. He sat on 
the ground like one who had received the hanTeat blow. 
The sky seenud to break down and fait on bis head and 
the wtjrld trembled before his eyes. 

His eyes moved not and bis face became dark. He fcU 
the weight of a heavy stone on bis breusL 

Darknefis prevailed on the earth nnd the Bay roared— 
the boats uiere BWiftly coming to the shore with tlieir 
thin sails puHed up by Eouthern wind, 

Ar.gar e«id, "It id tatc hour, Malek, let us n;tum 
home." 

Malek repUcti. " Do you better go homo, I will follow a 
filtle after." 

The simple old man could not rend the mind of Malek 
and went away, saying " Do nut tarry. Matek, come home 
quickly." 

Nur in tlie meantime hnd propere^l the meals. Bui 
why did she feel a sudden tbroli in f*er heart? The falk-r 
took his meal and the mother also hnished hers, but Malek 
did not return, 

" Has tlie spirit of ttie Sen poseeesed him?" tliought 
Nur. 

The curry of /undo hell and tlie tofi rice, warm 
on the hearth, gradually grew cold. Nur's bead reeled^ 
ehe sal and rose up again and again,—often did her eyes 
cloeein sleep—midnight paseed in thie way. A7.gar asked 
his daughter if Malek bad come. "He has not come— 
where has be gone then?" They asked each other. 
Azgar thought '* Like the parmi which cuts the rods of the 
cage with iU beak, has the lad cut off all the ties of 
sflectioo with which we tried to bind him to us and ded 
away I" 
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With B lorcb in liis bond, Azgnr scarcbtHl every mud, 
every turn oi Mje sea-KlhU'c, calling Mntek nlniul by 
name. The old miin visited every locality and evci'y bouse 
of Bnngadia, >feekvng Liui in vain. 


Malek that evening came ti> the Jamling ghat and sat 
there witli head bent down, thinking and roBecting n ilhin 
hiiDsetr. At tins ituic a iutfftin boat loaded with goods 
arrived at the place. Without any pkn for the future 
Malek went on bociril tlie ship. 

When Knr was wL^eping for him. with plates full of 
delicious food ready near her, Mulek Itnd a heady enlisted 
hinhielf as otic of Lite oaTataan and os the floU'4ide had set 
in, it made the waves swell op and tlie boat rushed towards 
itw North displaying its sail, (LI. 

(14) 

fiotl bail created ilie girl but alas? wbc-re evas tlie match 
for her ? The Hoover failed nwny, its own l>ec did not turn 
vip. Oh this mystery of creator I How unsteady are all 
things [ The world and it^ affairs arc os unsteady aa a dmp 
of water tro a lotiis^leaf! 

Kor had fallen ilL Alas, who was there to s.'^auage the 
pain of her head with u noft touch ? Who was there to 
make hourly entfuires al^out: licr condition, prepare her bed 
and give Iwr medicioe ? None was tliere to offer her a 
dn^ ot water. For, two dnys ago tlie father aod the 
mother hnd both died of suinlhpjs, Whnl eon men do if 
Providence ts against tljeni ? Niir also had goi the fats] 
disease and death seemed tu lx* in sight. At thi<t hour alia 
thought of her own Malek, Aba, my hopea have 
remutncil anfiilblle^l for ever, 1 shall not see him ogaui/' 
she murmured in pin) uJ despair. And Ihci] the bird ffew 
away leatiog it« cage. 
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j'CJLTS later Mjktek vlsitctl Ranga<Ua agnin. He 
tvas J 10 W !i rieb merchatit. Hotv eplembi] dill liia iioat took) 
roneil siiiteen onrsiuen f Zi was loaded with a) I aortr 
of valualile mercliandiise ! 

Tbe first (liiiig Malek did on arriving at the place, waa 
to pny a visit to AzgaKa bouse. There was no trace of 
that liome of thcirii. The old man was not tttere, nor the 
beautiful Noranneba, nor her mother. He heard from the 
ncigbbmrs tiiat by tin! cruel dispen^tum of Froridcnce 
they bad all fallen victim to ainnll'poN. First of alt died 
the father, then the mother, and then ^Curanneha—last of 
all. That home of theirs luid thus become A void. 
Malek's eyes dropped iucessant tears- His heart urithed 
in agony and the world looked dismal imd dark before bis 
eyes. 

He made further iuquiricit and at lawl found tliree 
groves on the sea-sbore. He fell prostrate on one of thcoi 
and atretebed bis limbs sad lay there imconocioua ol every- 
tbiog else in (be world. The day cloi^cd and ttno night 
came in—-be lay insensible all the u hile- Towards the 
latter part of the night he saw an amazing $ight! The 
grave trembled and be heard the voice of Niiranneha clearly 
saying " Come, dear brother, and take ynnr seat on the side 
where my bend lies. Do not grieve tor mt-, I uo longer 
possess the body of flesh ami blood, my sinews and nerves 
me all gone, f am a spirit now. But still my lionn 
bleeds for you. I have not been able to forget yon. The tie 
of earthly afieeiiou is too strong, and I confess that though 
a s^pirlt now—*my earthly altachniptil still contirmes with 
unabated fervour. My heart weep? fur you day aiul mght ” 

Wlipu M.i]ek heard that dear voice he bccnnit- maddened 
and was convinced that ileath sets no K^nl on true love. 
Poor days passed and Malek lay tliere without food or 
drink. He did not ferl tlie stilus of hunger or thirst. 
He moved not fniia the spjt nor slept fur u iiiLiment. The 
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captftin of bis boat, the Dansinm and seiri^nte alt eamo 
theit: and tried to raise him from tlie grave ; but no requesti 
00 solicit tide or oven comp nisi an ootild break hie vow of 
fast* Alas nhere lay bis fhi/om boat towed by sixteen 
oaratneii or the ensigna and dag of variegated wdour^ 
and wbene lay all Ilia gooils iind wealth ? Malek iHd not 
even once cast hia glance on these tbtngs, nor cared to knoo- 
who look away hie vast wealth, nor showed any liking for 
Lis life of luxury! 

It) the western sea, many a InjoI loaded with rich 
niercUandif^ paased by, and the boatmen ssrig rdri songs as 
they rowed the oara. From afar Malek who was now^ a mad 
man, looked towards tho^io Imaia listening for a moment 
to the boatmen'a aoI^,'s and then made his iisnnl rounds hy 
the grave of the dear one. 

A atrango tlionght seetiierl to agitate him, but he 
uttered not a word. He wore a tom cloth, a torn ioat and 
bad no cap on hin liead. (Ll. 
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I^RKKaCE to SHILA DEVI 

Tb* lifttlnd of the fVirioeas SShila Dewi wai coltected by 
Biibu Chitmlrikiimiir De iilKtut llw njiddle of fiepu^mberf 
1927. It W .19 scot to me in the brst week of October 
<4tli ABwio, 1335 B, S.)- U was obtAiDcd fTOm two 

—.Knhi flekb of Adam fnizi and f^amlalal Dus. a lioftt- 
mao of Kudarosn ; both these places ace in Mjmensitigh. 

This ballad was once popular in the dialricl of Mymeii' 
Singh. T cannot say that the preuent version i" genuine 
rrom the beginniiig W> the end-“the ballad seema to be baaed 
on an historical event, and Bbila Devi s name is widely 
known in the district. There are places near Nava Brinda- 
ban which are asaooiatad with the incidenta of her tragic 
end. 

A gentleman oiimed Gopal Chandra Biswaa of Gopal* 
asram in Mytneneingb bad, some years ago, collected ooolber 
version of this ballad, a eunuuaiy of which waa published 
in the * Arati/ a local magarine of the district. Oopat Babti 
is now 70 yean old. He informed Babu Chandrakumar 
De that the ballad which be bad collected was misaing, 
Gopai Babn’i version of the tale differs materially from the 
present one in some important points, and 1 am inclined 
to believe that the lost version was the mote genuine of 
the two. 

The earlier portions of both tbe texts am analogous 
and premnt different readings only occasionally. The 
Moonda comes to the Brahmin Rajah as a supplicant for 
help falling in great dlstresa, and the Bajafa moeivea him 
with compassion and gives him an appointment. Hie lives 
in comfort for many years and then makes tbe aatounding 
/iBmanA fof tbs Pfinceas's hands in place of hie re¬ 
muneration which wsa due He is thrown into priSMi in 

t m I 
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clmitis, iMit pjssei^sed uF ^iiiX-rJiiiinaii HtrpofjiJ, £,§ |,(j ,vn!(. he 
breaU (In' chain M di^-ht ninl ITie^ t,» ,i Jigi^ui 
Ite collects a lorceur « jKl i^tihimbs iind llie IwiIjut of 

llie Urjilin)iii ItiiiiiU all iinaK.ircti in rfjc de(JtJi of m-jlu 

Tbe soMiers of (lie kiiin nru . yeti mill ntimi arc killitl 

enconntfiriii(' iioiNnicil tu rinva hliiii by Un. 

TIjc Miwiiilmj |oi>U'i! tlio livaaury tm\ maiclitHl 1.. the 
inner iiiiarltunits with 4 ciew to >ei*nn.' the IViin-rti:.. Knt 
lb(‘ [tajnh iti Kic hieaiDiiiie hml tl-ul wiUi Iti^ ihii);litcr mi4 
other tUL'jiil«ri of Uic fiiiiiily l*y ;i pritntc itonr. unit fin 
Moomtiw Could not f-et ai>> iuh'o oJ iheiu. They occiipieil 
the pftlnit) mid eutahltKlnil 4 teifit, of [^.rro^ ihm'. 

I p lu Ihiit jioim IkiUi the vcniioiiK nre in tioi*UTl iiftne- 

ineut. Out tJim- )b . eh ilifTorento jj, 1*^' ^iil»^eiimnti 

ctevelojniiflm of the story ns rehihfl m ll,r ino lexis, Thr 
prewiil version wvi. thut the liruhiiim U,,n|i ,ouk >Jidlci 
in (he i«ifinv of li Uiiidi* kin;, of 4 iidglil.oiirii.« i-imiinu, 
Hm iniiite in not gnvn (inr the niimi' uf ihe prunx'. Thif 
WI'JIIS to ym tiillKii iiitiJMirtf. 1 1 ,11 firtt to nw i he 

iKHsihilily of this version luiviiig InuMi eofn|>«sed long ofln 
itte Jiislorinil o^ent !i.ut lupfieiietl. so iJui the hjilhiii-imiWr 

ndied nponiiome materials so j.|.lie,Miy mnil people who had 
only ft ftiui recolicclion of mi cm fiei bnllml mi iJto l 
Btti the uumniiiry rf the Lallml *i.pphc.l by Rabti (5 o|mI 
ChniidrB oiakes line point ^ery vlcur* It iji,ii the 

Bfrtlinun Rajah fnllen in oieai iii«ircs> seeks the helji vi one 
of till* Gilji* ^^o[lalJ)edaJl nilcni who were tvrv ptuverfnl in 
BengftHn the Itlth and Utb tviitunc* Thu Gnji biult a 
new pelarc for his ilhiarmi,, ,v|icie ilic Brihmiti 
Rajftli lived with ]n$ fftiniK for soinc time in jh>aee Out 

the young son of the llaj, tmiL a .. for the Princess 

Sliilft, ftnd tlie Rajah fell Iii> [HtsiTion ihere to be very in- 
*eruw and precarious. He tied m nil haste mie night mid 
to the Rajah of TipjicMh lo nrek his help. 

The Rajah of Tippciiih uilL-red him all help, .md nhnn 
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be lieard of hia rltJitreits promised lo sL'nil nn artnj 
ibo Moondb Chief, provided tin; Rajah (t^jrccd to his 
ilauphter in marriage to hi* yoimg son, The Rajah 
agreed to do no, and tlio King of Tipperah sent tfac 
prince, liifl son, on Lbe pmmiiu'd expc^Iition. 

The young ]»riitce and «Shi)K Duvi were alrcinlv in lov«, 
and when the prince went al the bend of ilii- army fihila 
Devi followed him di^sguised as a young gi’iicrah 

The MoomJaB, aware of the gmve ibrtgcr that was 
immitienl, threw away the emlmnlKiieat of a neighiKiiinng 
river, and ttie dood tbai overlook tJic eouiiiry i^arrtcd au'ay 
tbe Tippcralt army, and the young princo and Shtla Devi, 
wlten engaged io figbliog with fic foe, tvtre lolJi plunged 
ID the wateri and met a tragic watery gnive. Even- 
lunllv it was not difficult on the part of nueh a mighty king 
as the Tipparah Raja to couqnor lh« untrained Moondas. A 
second arruy of the Rajah of Tip[>erab succeeded in entmpp* 
ing the whole troop of iljic Moondas liy a net of strong ropes. 
Tliey were alt made captives, and iJircc cannons discharged 
one after another in a pliico caltoil the KitkraT chara blew 
the wild [leople of, reducing tliern to at^hes. 

It is evident that a seconil reoensionisi altered this atory 
in certain points, w-ilh some omisaionh, and this ts not to be 
at tributes] to the vngue reeollection of the people who had 
sutiplied liim with the maleriai, ua I hail first supposed, but 
the rccetisioaifli diil ao deliberately in order to eliminate tiie 
Moslem element In tlie narmtive- The attempt of a Moskm 
prince to court the hands of a Brahmin princess was not 
certainly to the taste of the people, and ti« author of the 
second version struck olF the port ion altogether. 

The Tipperab Kajabs in the age gone by w*n>Terv 
eager to form alLiaaoes with the higher elosees of tlw 
Hindu eommunity and U is not unnatuml that the king 
here would enter into an agreement with the Brahmin 
Rajah to recover his kingdom from the hands oJ the usurper 
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itiul iritthre it to liini on condition tbftt the heAutifiil Broli' 
luin priiictf^ woiitil tw given Id m&rriage to lits aou. 

A.-i thi' o!i1«r version Im not Wn obidiiwtl I tntike my 
snrmiE!j>K ffoni l!ie smiiiunry ot it given in iIk! Arati—sent 
10 me by Balm Chmiiiraknnin Tb*. 

Tt IS ctenr from tlK* tnngiingeoF ti>e te^ts thnt nn old 
bnl]i,t(l wns reroM mnl hnmled to ns in tlio present fomi, bnl 
the composition ol thiii lialtnd, even fis it standt^, could 
not have bcon loler lliitti Ihe sixteenth century. If it 
were so. luony nn^re hgnms of speech 3ml ovcr-dmwn 
mctophoricnl expressions following the deprived clot^ic 
tiiste of the later ceoturies would hove been in evidence 
in tliQ present text. White offering some apparent signs of 
iuleriH tint ions and changes the ballad bos retained to n 
grent extent its primitive simplicity. 

The cliftrader of the Moouda—his towering and giant 
figure, Uis savagery and the ondacity of his insulting pro- 
fiis great physical strength and dogge^l vindictiveness 
have l^^en very vividly described. The hallatl gives siotne 
glimpses of the sort of life tite Moondas ted in the forests. 

Love is the main theme of tliese bolinds. The mtrlier 
ones give the finest specimens of tnve-anecdotes * there, the 
lovers pursue a couriie ol patient devotion to each otberi 
uudnniiled by any clrcuiostance, however untoward, or by 
nuy adventure however risky ond bard. But at we come 
down to later balkids, this lofty emotion receives a colouring 
from [111! iinagluatiimof the people imbued ivitb the 
wli.1t corrupt taste of classkal pedants. This element of 
classic taste is very prominent tii some of Ihs latest ballads 
wlicn- we find artificiality, vagueness and eioggeralion in 
the pinve of rural simpticity, relevancy and the attractive 
Htylc ol I lie village peasants. The earlier ballads are brief 
yet fully expressive of the noble ideas they want to promul¬ 
gate, covering a gftlaiy of dramatic events, all relevantly 
strung together with a true artlaiio cleveraeas. 
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In llie Bloncs of n Inter poiiod we come ocrof^ e*aggemtiMl 
tmiiges and luo much of nhnormni oolouring wfiicU distort 
true poetryi In the present bnlUd tlie Inmenti of Uie prmuess 
verge on extriivaganee though there is ii festroioi which Lias 
sa\'ed it from ttelng ntrociousiy so. We have lihed llie ballad 
for llie cloinenls of priiuilive sirupUcity preserved in it nnil 
for ii>upplytng certniit facts of adimniatrnJive history of ilip 
century gleaned from its accounts. The cifuuiry used to lie 
nm over by the raids of nomndic fungly jieople and from 
these even a Uniah was not safe in his pubce. The women 
even iM'longtng to the higher society were often counted its 
property to be plundered with jewels by the hooligans. 

Tile well-known iimxiui 'nwue hut the brave deserves tfie 
fair ' is ilhjslratttl in runny of tliesc bnllacis. Brides were 
not won by the |)edantry uiid karniog of youngmeii as we 
find in the dnys of Vidyosundar, bnt by pim! vafour and 
tnanlinew which form the choriieteristic feature of many of 
the heroes of the haJlad<Siterature, while a spirit of courage, 
devation and patient suffering distingaisli the heroines ai.*t 
make their striking personalities objects of our true admira¬ 
tion ano regard. 
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Shila Devi 

< 1 ) 

The an^ Kintj. 

“A poor Moonda am L Ht)tof Jjovel haw t none ii, tliEe 
V'H ^vorld io taJt lay own. An wandenram [, travelUtig 
from land to Jand," 

It t. PmriJtacc- ||.M |.„ blwigl,! ,|.|» liilhHe 

Aloomia lo tlio roiiliDaof the Braijrain Rajab. 

No recoIJertions of parents has he. He womkrt for 
nlms. from liouso to house, SJteer Pfovjden«j has bmnght 
this forester, thia wrelchwl Moonda. to ita reolm of tla* 
Brahmin Rajah. 

Born waa he in the forest. Wild from hinh tiie Mooiida 
cmute to the king's .\iidience Hall and stands Ufore Hia 

Majesty with folded limnls. 

Thou art tlie Lord of tbia vast realm. Oh King ! I 
am a lieggar," -iays the Moonda, " no roof I own hut live 
under ibc sbada of trees, oh Brahmin King/' 

He Stops n moment and then says sobbing. ” ] have no 
brother, nor do I remember my parenU. Like a straw 

floating ID the stream I am drifted from altore to afiore. 
helpless and minersble. 

" Some one auroly told me in the market.place for a few 
micrt« when I waa a mere child but I do not rBinemher 
who he was, I suffered greatly as a serf and abeoDnded 
from my master a house, unable to liear hia oppression, 

" From that day I have turned a vagabond. When rain 
comes pouring on my body or the rays of the sun becomes 
intense I hardly find shelter under a tree in dreary waste, 
lands through which I pass. My lock, alas \ is against me 
whom shall I accuse?" ' 


t «« i 


SHrLA DBM 


61 


The Kin^. 

*' I niti .qorr; for yon, [vxir ^^toonib. Live in this enpiul 
of iiLiiic iiiid I picitgc my uonl yiiu i\tllliavc ei'Crvibiiig li^re 
thnt you may niwl for mntotcniuicv. 1 wit! give you a 
tion^e to live m and n gnnieii for growinj* vegetables. Yott 
will have wages besides, for 1 apiioiiit you nn iColwal of ibis 
town fnam tiwlny.” 

The ,tfoonda. 

I do not want aoy land or Imtiiie. 1 will ihaiik Gml if 
yoti, oh great king, grant me a place at your btua Icei. 

*' When 1 ait by a stronui, my eyes sited tears which over- 
tloH its hankv. For ten years linvo t lived a wamlerer*a 
life visiting regions tmtohL Take me for a sliuc of thy feet, 
itti IlToiuircU ! I Will gitard tin:' palucc—no robber, no thief 
will {hue enter the biLmse. Inured to forest-life from my 
ehildlKKKl E fear iieillier a bultalo nor n tiger,—with my two 
arms giretclietl out I ginp the cuurie of wiM elephants. 
JIk' forest is my limne and I <lo not hold the femcinus 
beasts id awe. Look At rity arms strong as irfm bars and 
my breast, oh King, hard ns a '‘lab of 

T(ie king kKiked at him and saw' his vigorous iron- 
Iraiiie, He Felt a shudder but hi{iijig his feeling ‘latd in 
A tone of apparent mercy. 

Look at the dark pond lUere at the precinct.'of tin* 
palace. Thither go and m.ike your station on its banks, 
Voii will get rice arid oilier necessaries uf life rmtu tfte 
royal siorx'. Cook your meals in tite kitrlieii, and iti the 
big hall with u spacious ver.mdah attached to it you 
will live in comlurt. 1 have a poliiv force twelve humfreii 
strong, and you will be the hcsnl of thefn alt." 

Wtieu tho ^[clonda heard the word of the king he bowed 
to him a linndced times as a mark of bis gratitude and doep 
regard. (LI. l-OO.) 


EASiTERN BENGAL 




(3) 

The Kitttj's thtighUr —Ten years of<i. 

A ten yeiir^ okl girl ntie ^ilie utily iliiugtiUr of tifc 
king, tier ijundsame fu^iUFCs d&zxlcd nil eyes like gol<k 
SViih her fivt: niiii^-iitenibtiis slie played m Lite piiince. 
itcfliitiriit was »<liG as flower—her Imr fell be- 

Litiil Iter l>ai‘k iti miiny a luxortnnl ctirl anil they touchiHl ber 
kneesi She looked tLFaitg]i her tbich dblievellod bajr as 
dLK!>^ the luMre of Ibc moon through dark clouds. 

Her tGCtI) were beautiful like the poiQegrannte seeds 
and w'hen ^he smtlod it seemed as if a cfiompo had blODmcd, 
Her eyes were .'*oft and beaming like the morning stnr— 
nitd her rosy colour spread a charm which oiiCr who would 
'*ee it once, could never forget. 

Even lljtf enemteii of the king became charmed^ and 
who were nobody to princess Rliila, yuomed for her 
friendship. Slie grew io years, and the good king became 
impious fur getting a suitable groom for tier, 

” This little bud of kadcnnfin flower will be a blooming 
ihing ere long. To wlioni slmll I offer her?'*—thought the 
king. 

Even from that time he began to send messengers for 
'locking (I bride-grooim 'With Sowera and betels in haml 
the match •milkers visited tbe countries far and near. 
(lA, Oli-'K).) 

(3) 

The <f(iic4 o/ yonth- 

Iler cbihUiood was spent in plays nm! fiports—tbe five 
maiden fnends were her constant attendants nunistering to 
liCT wishes io all matters. 

How came youth like a dashing stream on her person. 
When and bow the tide set in—nobody knew nor could 
foretell. 
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*• V’niir iltty&(»f siw>rlM niifl pkiya :irc rtvfr, ilunr iViint-Mt 
—(ho tiiiu^ liui( cuniC; wtuio you will liavi: Ui Imivc your olii 
(mino for ouu couiplutely new—lo whiiilt ynii .irc n* ytl 
ji utrartgoi'. 

'* NVthtitiy Intel tnhi you, «lcar IVntct^Si tli.kl a fjreiil 
ohiiriKo woulrt Ihj oottiinj; ovor your life; ycl nil ufiuolictrit ihc 
chttnge liux i:(iiiif. Nobtuly litid Ufid you, «Ii i’rinoiS'*, ibai 
your piny-house w:is i^'cting to brank for ever—yet the inruirso 
onife tins come to tuku n new ttirii. In the g^nJeti Ihv 
flower has blnomoil. The ifhort life uf the hud ia now 
a meiu rcoolAction and ji dream. 

Like a bini you wtU now Rap your win j^it fora Right in 
Uie open sky: ifiia home of ehlldliood like n nent will then 
1)4 nil nneured for, and your itmidens, wlto are dear to 
vuu as life, will Im nobody tu yuii." 

• • ■ 


r/ic PrhirHSJ, 

** fill I iny maiilejiB—lell me tio>v la it that tlia voice of 
tilt* cuckoo brings a new nteiiaagc to my care which atartloB 
niy iM*ni)ib<. Wlun in the cage tile bird, Suka, and Ita mate 
4ing a iong—ii awakens in my heart an emotion I cannot 
define. I cannot say what has become of me, but my lieart 
Ipt'la u atrarige desire which oppreasca me forsooth both 
with pain and joy. Verity iloea my mind like a cuckoo 
Sing u song that lui3 a strange burden, and lot my attire 
Hveems scarcely enough-to cover my peraon. Tell them, olt 1 
maldcna, that new dslumen sbotiLil be ordered for me — ?*te 
old oiiet^ do not suit me now. 

** I forget to da my htur in time. I have grown forget-* 
fui of every thing. 

’^Remind me of the hour when I shall attend to my toilet. 
If I sleep late in tbs morning awaken me In time. Tbs 
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flowers delight me not. mr ttw raooii eiUjer, wJiidi I (nice sy 
l>eiirli|yr.,joyed* U acema to me tlml ibe wl«,le ^vorld Js 
cover,.>i with ,Jnrkni-^s. I forgot the hogra of iiiv!,| .„„i 
aleejK Wlint wifi tay pjurol^ siiy If Uwy knnw nit Ihia. 

Whnt i’ruvtdeiico Jins chnngf>il tliootii vuuJ,! ly my 
liticnv not. AJjist the charm and s|mU of nwoei home nre 
rokt n for ever tjjc ohl ftino snnfolictl iiway from 

•lie ty 1 rrwtifencv. Ho longer ilo 1 fycl any .ijifiviito or » 
neaire U, ■loop," 

tier nitiifl, 

" nil, my soft hiul (b imt hlutiin. Tlio k-e will ntincli 
yon anri ih-stniy nil your auL-cliicaji. 

" I I'M not u've|i, fit, rriiicei«s,,voitr tintui is vennnpg for 
lmi(--s,m,c (.III- will k wimiiig to yon. You do not vet 
know him yol, for hlin ymir mind is diseonsuhiie by morv 
presi'iitiiiient. 

“ lit- will give a lieu niiirc to niM graev- to your youth 
ami ymir dwttn m*|| opjiear Thraiigti it as does t|je lustre of 
the miHvii through llie dgmk. ThcoM my of dmng htnr 
he will I'hniige ninl liimsclf make a chignon to Iii« cimice— 
tiro hk'k paint of your eyes he w*ll wiisli .iwny anil with 
bis own Ira nils paint ,voiir eyes clj^iriuingly. Theae jewelji 
which (Ilium your ear^ tmu |,e n il I throw away anj Hem- 
rate them with blooming fluuyr* from iik g.irikm. Yom 
iewclbl mise.ring he will reject niiH jmt ..mit-e iiDuer.r.tiB 
ill it« «i«tiil, * 

"We U like a tondisniiie. which Jisit tondiesado,i of 
c-Arth. It turns into goJd^ iknfs a Imer'a tondi brings 
oti a diftitge in a maidenVmind." (LI. 110-171.) 

{*) 

Tht Ulontuin 

Stmviy do tk year, toll on^me. two. three imd i., 
thi* way hvtf ^xt mmv. The MLsmda ha» again ,‘omt‘ 
(uttw Aiidiimce Ifijll 
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He pays fiig respc^lti to the king and anys, '* Here 
nm I wUli a prayer, ah Kiug, me now the n;mu> 

norolmri dec lo me. I huve not drawn any pay [or theae 
five ytora that I have (jeeti hero. Un gelling niy outsiuJid- 
iijg dues J wtif leave your |>iilaee unJ go to Tjpperali./' 


The King. 

“ fb l4> the treiuiury imd mke fioiu it whiitevcr your 
remiinGraljoji nmy 1 give you fuil hherty to draw your 
pay/' 


The Afitiinda. 

" Idtlft* do I eure, oh great King, for iiioiiey. I wtJI teJJ 
you tonictlitiig \Hnv M biejj I v-enton* to hope your Maicaty 
^liJf htftir (uUicntly. .N'o u'cullii 1 want. Imt it ihi» Jio„r 
or leaving ynnr Majwty*» city t will iwfc of you one tbaig 
M hicii ; vnltjo niori.' than jdl liidjos, All tJw wcttlth jit your 
treasury ore tiai JlJtJj titui diiat ciitnjwred to whst ) am going 

to nafc ul you. Nowyou have u dnuyhter, oh great King, 

ivJio iR in her full youth and you liavy not y<K given her in 
luaiiiage, p\)r tiufl'B Ratfe, fidtil ihift tmmble prayer of 
iniim and yivo iiu: ihn. daiigider ul yom-». Siivtl luy life, 
nh, gitstU Ktiip I fur I niii hope|eM$fy in ktvo. Su money, 

«uld ur imrl do I wmit. Fui- Inll live yt^ire 1 have 
6t.‘rvi'iJ yoiir MajtHiiy ivith atl iny iKiWur iiiid nil for this one 
reward, I Iwi.et'cli yon. oh Wuiuutih, give me ihi» feir 
ilnu^tiier nf y Jtirw atui i n dl ''yji'ijidcr ad in\ lalovtiv oa rictilv 
reiiiirtbl." {h\. 


to Fotvet. 


TliflKiitg iVan ^lU ahhi/r with ivratfl at tfiU tufidtiog 
I'rtuHMuil. Alt rJiL- lioiwula, vtiai wiiiv ini'si'to ut i|i< ivaut. 


to 
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hound ilio AfLKmdti hiutil nml Tutit—Mttm‘ iiiJliiilod Idinva on 
him wiUi Hjeir Rstis, rttht^rs l»e;il Imu with diil>>i —hihuu 
JJ igsie'fled l!i(. ivroicii sliuuia U* |m]1 Ui fmi .iml In* Imriii 
■ilivc. rii 43 exc<[^uti(ii)(^r rvillnl ht!i swnrd iivcf his iiLMd iitid 
srtid, ‘'(Joint! Jiurc wretch, if Viiu wuuJil mnrr} lUi' 

the Mi>cinthi iNiroil not for life, Ik? Wiis not frifi^litciioit h/ 
till tliiise thnjnts. In the dopili of iiiglit Itu brulto IhiT 
fetters, iliut botuid hitu jti prison, niitl ii forosUtr, iH he vv:ut, 
he IkHt to (lie foresl otii.t: mtiri'. (r.l. IU5-:H>5,) 




Ttie ricfonoN^ 


Thrro yoarv lu.iM.'uid. itrgiiiiiHoil ,i imriy of 

funtsU'ra ill n wild wmwUivtnl, flin< d:iy lu- iitvil.cd jfie 
|Mirty and ouokod iruiitli* fitr After they IiloI liiiiHlH'd 

llieir reftiiiit the ^ftnmihi '•oid, " Oli |{|‘uthnni. let iis tonluy 
jio to the BmJimiu ktirg'a (!;t|iiul. IOh riohi'* jmv itiiliiiiilfil. 
If wo siiceeod in h'xiliiig his trrnsury, hy into doy*« hihnir ivc 
dmit k rne^tersof piwMoii for fifo.” 

These fore=tt jiosnilii j;em?Mll} iiit-« tlirir «Uy>^ im jUMfr 
mnrtioh and Hro linU^tiirvod. When ilicy hi-jti'd mT .jh Ii 
L iuiuoiise 'veixiUi, they limntii: utadiIdled liy .» de-itv In lout. 

i^atih Ctiirrieil in In’: haint 4 amt it ■t;.Yt|in nm! ih-t- 
iflllKOd htmsair im it if.iy*|jdH]ijn‘i' m iihijlc, (ft^i ||^|. 
hnH,0 Iniiliik' they t-nrrW nvn Ifiidi' .hot*li(,<|K, (hry nimvnkd 
(Himtineil iirniws. how- ntld Olll(.'i- wcM|i(iiiit. N«‘nia' 
|»Mdl Ihiti the liuiiiiko t'lHiUtniid tlii- n* initi1i iiii!ii|,i ivai . 
Sfp limy fliuily imv^cd ftom vi|lii«t; u* Vilhit'i; a. oiilimii'v 
hitxnnvj‘>. Tim ni.'tiikon v id |hi- wilhi(ir, diHwl ifH in . 1 - ilip'y 
|u}n-iid hy iJiL'iT ilimi t .tiiil W'ltiiteil til jtyvil l.heni vi'oik. 


Tht> Moondit, 
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^orkdon» b; ue, tbc people ilo not pay m wages. We 
must leave this place anJ go to the eity of the Brahmin 
king.** 

It took them throe montha to go to the city of the 
Brahmin king. The wicked Moonda bid hiiuseir In the 
day-time and sent hia men to lbs city to seek work a* 
day* labourers. 

In the deep hours of the mgbt tiie Moonda attacked the 
palace mtb his men. Like a hundred bees coming out 
all on a sudden from the hooey-coroh. the men swarmed 
under the lead of the Moonda nt the patace'gate. The 
guards and other soldiers were now broad-awake and they 
haHtenod to the nxira whcrio weapons were kept. 

The Moonda^s followers shot poisoned arrows at them so 
that before the king’s men could equip themselves well, thoy 
fell dead on the door way. The Moonda had in the meantime 
set fire to the palace, and as the guards hastened to iiuench 
the fire, the wicked men looted the treaeury and valiantly 
approached the gate of the inner apartments. But when 
they entered, they found the rooms empty. The Hajah 
had lied with the memlHirs of bis family to the city of a 
neighbouring king. (LI. 

(7) 

The Bajah at a gaett. 

The Brahmin Bajah there addressed his friend,the king. 
And said,—‘* ID luck has brought me to your doors os a 
beggar, oh King. Alt uoexpected, the robbers seized my 
palace and have now conquered it. A youthful daughter 
have I with me and finding no place of refu^ I have come 
to seek shelter in your city. AU on a sudden this mishap 
has fallen upon us hka a thunder-bolt. Placed in a oriticil 
position, as I am, where olsa could we go now with thi* 
young daughter of mine I'' 
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Tho king aa (w beard this sad tale immediatiGl; ordered 
a new bonao to be built near his palace lor accoimaodating 
bts friend in distrtflB and ’•aid : 

Stay with tne for sometimo, ob King, until 1 arrest the 
vile Moonda and restore you to your kingdom." 

Thus did the good Brahmin Idtig stay as a guest in the 
city of his friend and full »is months passed, I will now 
to you the developments that look place in tbd 
meantime. (TjI. *246*360,) 


( 8 ) 


fht Prince—« •Suitor. 

The Rajah ol this new city bad a son, a sprightly iad 
who had just stepEcd into youth. Himdaome waa he ^ 
an angel with eyes beautiful aa those of an antelope, Hi» 
manly figure gladdened all eyes and he lorded over his 
father’s kingdom—^respected every where and beloved of all. 

The Rajah was thinking of marrying him and had seat 
maich-makera far and n^ in quest of a bride. 

Is the now garden attached to the guest'houae the prin¬ 
cess Shila went one day to pluck flowers as uanal with a 
cane-basket under her arm. The soft bre«« waa blowing 
and she felt a pleasing sensation. 

An event oocurred now obanging tlie course of her 
life, " Why do you 0 cuckoo “ sbe soid, ** slug a song of 
such tender appeal? Who is it that has given pain to your 
heart?” 

Tht Ptinee, 


'* Will you tcU me, Ob Princess, wby you pluck flowers 
every rooming? What God do you worship with tliese? 
You ora yet unmarried. For what object do you worship 
Him daily ? 
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To tell toy mindj I bave been maddened by your 
beauty. Xou daily weave a garland with eome of these 
dowers. May 1 ask who is the lucky penoD wboee neck you 
would adoro with it? Yoa are a ptiureea. Have you got n 
goJtahle youth to whom you would like to oder yourself? 
If you would not reject fair pnnoess, may I be per¬ 
mitted to ask your father's permission h> marry you ? " 


PrincMS SAifo, 

" ni becomos you, oh stranger, to touch the fiowing 
end of ray wri in that way. You have addressed me bh 
a prinoeaa. True it is that T was once bo, but to-day we 
am beggars at your pelace for maintenance. Driven fmm 
home wa are here neeking lodging and food, depending 
00 your charity. My father has not known a wink of sleep 
in the nights these tong six montlie. He spends bis 
nights in shedding incesaanl tears. You arc the master of 
this large kingdom. Why should you wish to marry the 
daughter of a Brahmin beggar? " 

The prince. 

'* Do not, oh dear girl, give pain to my heart by talking 
in this strain. People say that men are hard-hearted 
but I aoe that women are so. The kef a At, kora At and 
many other tlowers have bloomed around, but none of 
them is so beaiiitiful as you are^o nide touch may hurt 
you,—eo soft you awm! 

“ Many a time have I come and gone away but never 
dared to approach you lest I give odence or pain. I have 
long suppressed my feelings but could not do so to-day. 
Excuse me ; du not be annoyed with me, ah ptinceoi, 
I have cotne to your garden without pennission. From the 
day you have ooma to our city I have booatne an admirer 
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of your beauty. The sigLt of your beauty open* as it were 
the poFEulH of bcavGD to my eyes. May 1 expect that you 
\foulit ooiidescciiil to come to tny apartmenta to-night? 
There shall 1 open my whole heart to you in confidentDe. 
1 will not touch you nor approncli you too elowly—1 will 
enjoy aatfht of your sweet face from a distance.** 


Sfiito. 

“ Excuse me, prince* Have control ou your mind. 
Your parents will get a btitulfiome girl for you suited to 
your rank," 


The Prince. 

" Utnd seeks tie own object of cfaoioe, oh princess. Hun¬ 
dreds of fine things would not give s person satisfaction; until 
be hnde the thing of his ow-n lieart lie remains a beggar. 
Riches and power I want not, they ore ss dust of your 
feet. Here am ! at your door an humble beggar. If you 
give me your hands that 1 seek, the precious gift 1 will 
accept bowing down my head. Rven if 1 have to lose my 
kingdom I eliould tike to spend my life happily in a dreary 
Forest but without you nothing remains in the world to 
attract or plsase my mind.** 


Shifa. 

" Ton do not know'i prince, the vow taken by my father. 
It is a very hard one and I myself worship the gods with 
the same object, To-dsy I Snd that 1 have not been able 
to make myself ready for woiabip. It has already been 
a late hour for it. My father has taken the vow that he 
who w'ill bo able to bind the Moonda hand and foot and 
bring him here in that condition, to luEn wilt be offer me 
M bride and to none eliso. 
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'* He will not cam wfietbcr the pexwn be n h34i, a 
pariah or a —a ntau of tiic lowest caatesr but he 

YTilI fufl] this pledge by giving me to the conquerrir of om 
foe.’^ 

The Prince. 

" Oh mj princess, ready am I for this adventure. To- 
monow vvitl I go to fetch the wicliied MooEida up bore bound 
in ehainH, Whether I die or live in the battle b no concern to 
mo. To'inomiw I will with my father's pertniesion match 
on tbia emnd, To^ay go to your own oompartmenta, dear 
princess. Know it for certain that to*morTow I go to wage 
war against the vile Moonda. ^' 

Shtlo. 

AJaa 1 what have ! done I Why have I mentioned 
the condition of tbia pledge to the prince? I do not want 
the kingdom nor power nor weulLh. Alael why bave 
I endangered the precious life of the prince? My kingdom 
seems like a trinket lost in tbe sea. Why should hts 
valuable life be at stake for picking it up from the bottom 
of the uafathomable deep? 

Ttie Moondn ia a tough fighter ; tlie result of war la 
uncertain. How shall f he able to live in peace when he 
will have gone to fight with Iho Moouda? " {She ump».) 

The Prince. 

Do not weep, oh prinoesa. Do not fear. Ho ia a 
savage of the forest. 1 will conquer him easily nod return 
yictoriouB hero. I will bring tlio wicked fellow^ bound in 
chains hero. I give you my word,'* 

The princosa took heart at this aaaurnnce and patiently 
waited in her compartments. (LI. S60-S5d.) 


7fl eastern bekoal babbadb 

(») 

returnf a Viator, 

In the iDomlng Uic prince aougtit periniBsinn from Uii^ 
father td go to war> Ue also Bought itie piTmtSsitoiL of his 
motltcr nni1 of the Eriihinin Buja. He could not iipproucU 
the compurttDCUl of Llw princess Shiln DevU From u dlS' 
tance he looked towards lier room stnd teais glistened in his 
eyes. Rest in peace, sweet soul,*’ he said irithin himself, 
'* till t return with the Moonda, ft# a prisoaer. When 
I shall reluni vicUirious, I iiriU luiild & summor- 
lioiise in tlie midnt of our tank. There the servants will 
mnke a bed ol flowers for as." 

The prince mardied willi hie army, * Cut down, kill and 
attack,' these were the eounda that arose everyivbcre— 
the archers went by tboueands nnd the caralry nmrchedi 
onwards. The sound of the horses" hoofs rose to Ihe sky. 
The dust beaten by the hoofs rose high ap in the air. The 
army crossed many a obanoel, many a river in thuir way. 

It was a journey of three monibs hut so rapid was the 
march of the army that in tliree days the princo nrrived 
at the capital of the Brahmin king. He broke tlirough the 
vanguard of the Moondas. The untrained foresters could 
not stand the disciplined attack of the prince's army. 
The vile Moonda made a last attempt, ooming like a 
tornado sweeping with sheer force on the ranks of Jus 
enemies but the latter soon overpowered him. Fallen 
in n critical positioo the Moonda receded and fled with 
all the speed of his feet. 

After conquering the foe the prince returned in triumph. 
The sound oi drums filled the capital. Princess Shila, 
lying on the bare floor in deep anguish of heart, rose up 
like a mad soul uuruggling between hope and despair. 
<Ll. 
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I bavo seen him for one day only but that golden day 
IB never to be [orgotlen- 

Dearer to me are you than the black paint of my eyes. 
Fain would I paint them with your image. It is in that 
garden of flowers where the bee meets the flower of its 
choice, lliot we both met first. For a few momente did 
I see him and loot him also *o soon! Fain would I beep 
you, oh my pet bird, oonflned to the cage of my heart, Had 
you been, roj love, nna of tlic cUflmfwb flower? that bloom 
in the garden f would have decorated you with gold and 
worn you on my care like au ear-ring. Were you a dark' 
blue wri I would never for o moment leave you but would 
have felt your touch on me day and night. Were you, oh 
dear, the long hair of my head I would do a braid with it 
and decorate it with flower-wreaths. Tou are the aonl of 
my body- How could you leave me and go away ? Oh 
cruel Oodi why did yon not make one figure of ua two? 
Thie cruel separation would noi arise in that case. Oh 
Soul 11 shudder at the thought of tbs coming battle, I do 
QOt wish my kingdom bock nor my rtobee* If you do not 
return, all will be wormwood to me. (Id. 89<^410,) 

3Ti« Ditotn, 

Oh friend, I hayt dreamt of you in the night. I am a 
weak woman and have not the power to speak out my 
mind. The tears abundantly fell over my pillow and 
atlently I suffered for you, 

A meeti n g with you, oh princcj was to me valued like 
a sandal-ttec yidding lloW6rfr'““aB unexpected and rare 
fortune. But suddenly the cruel Providence set fire to the 
garden reducing the flowers and flower-trees to eshw and 
spmling the fragrance which lutd spread in the air. (LI. 
4ie-4S0.> 
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Tht Marriaqe. 

Ptote. 

[After ilie victory, the Bralunhi Kaja with the comeot 
of hi a frteed retuineii to hia owa capitai witii the prioccaa 
Sbila. The marriage of the prince and Sliila was ssttlcd. 
On llie tby of iLo niarnage the Mound^is again came to the 
city of tlie Bnihmiii Raja to attack it, iltEgoiaed at drum* 
oicra and [nt^aicinns.] 

The maidena wore garlands of leoJutf, cAampffjr and 
other flowens* Tlicy all begaa to sing festi™ tongs on tire 
occasion. The poloco was filled with the merry voice of 
women sounding ' ufn ufn/ 

The princcsB was IvetptHl in her toilet by her aiaidens. 
They washed her Iwdy with tuyTobalati and perfumed it 
with BcentB. Water secured from twelve holy ihrinee was 
pouted on her fur holy bath. The queen'B eyes gUstetred 
with joy as the lifted up the princeseV face beautiful aa the 
moon and saw it with & thirsty soui. Slie put the lucky 
sign of red on her forehead. The princess wore gold brace* 
lets and otlier oruaiuents on her armu. Tbe dark*cotoured 
ivieplru-doomhur jurt she wore and her eysa were painted 
with lirg/of, She wote in her cars golden flowerets and 
her feet were dcoorated with tire red paint nrehdi. The 
ran wan fostened with an waisLhelt with golden pendants 
which made a jingling sound as sire walked. Experts were 
engaged to help in Irer tuikt. Banana plank were placed 
at tbo gate-way with lamps fed by butter on their tops. 
(LI 4-2G-U5.) 

The False Afusietiiri. 

Then eanw tbe musicians from the neighbouring 
cotmlrics. Fn>m the north came a band with dutes, dnuns 
and tqboro. The musiclane who came from the Moth 
earned big druma and red fiut^. The band who come from 
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the east pla^eij on cyinbala and beat druniB to mdicjite a 
TictoriouB march. 

From the wtjet come a band who are not known. Tlie 
tender of them decJart^ that he was expert in variouu Blylea 
of tnuaic. He liad a targe number of followers. The loader 
paid bia respects to tlie king and said, ** I have come lo 
your Majesty to prove our skiII on this occasion/* 

'When it was midnight thin man Itegnn to beat a 
drum. The sound was oo loud that ttie whole city came 
to the palace* But at thin momcfit the eviUmitvdcU Moondo 
who bad disguised himself as a musician threw awaj* his 
false ditss and took a huge )iow in his hand. 

The arrows wliich were poisoned felt on the troop of 
the Brahmin Baja in incessant showers. The prtoce left 
his bridal costume and riding bis war-liorse came out to 
meet the foe. He came oti the JUoondaa,—his men like a 
deluge sweeping them all before tlieir victorious march. 
(LL 44&-460J 

Lamsnf of the Princesa* 

Alasl for whom, oh my maidens, have you woven these 
nrlands of flowere? The crown of flowers on my bead is 
yet fresh, not a petal has faded t Oh musicians] stop. Play 
no more on the flute. This is not the bridal night. Know 
ye not that Providence has set fire to my lock reducing all 
my joys to asbea? The moon wa$ rising oo the borixon 
but tbe dark clouds have oovered her. The rain is over¬ 
flowing the rivers In July but it is owing to my ill-luck that 
the river of my Ijope has dried up in tbia full reitij season. 
All that I wanted to tell him have rfimained untold. Alaa! 
cnatl Previdence baa blasted my hopes for ever. Your breast 
was soft I ita touch was like that of a flower to me. The 
evil Moonda pierced it with his poisoned anew and the 
aitow went through it. The wicked Moonda baa ruined 
me by destroying your life. All my hopes of wedded life— 
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my lOTig'-cberisbcd liopes an* blasted for ever. Ofi ye birds 
ami bcosUr will you bavo pAtiocoo to listen lo my Lak of 
grief—^it is an endless tale! 

Oil, cruel pnifioti, why not take me nlso from tbia world 
and lead me xvincre my husband has gone? My golden 
couch ami the l>cd of flowers shmild be removed from the 
room 1 I bid adiea, oh my [urODta, to yon, I will no longer 
live in ibis city of yours. I ^dioll liencefortb forego tbe 
joys of your company. 1 will not bavc tbe heart any more 
to meet again our good dtizcDs who have been so kind and 
good to me. 

The lamp ol tlie bouse has been pul out for ever. Tbe 
city U covered with clouds. No streak uf tbe mys of tlie 
moon or of the atara ta to be seen. I do not like to stay in 
this world polluted, by tlic vile presence of the Moonda, 
Oh poison, you arc smbrosi* to me ; end my life so that 
I nmy be hja companion. (LI, 4GG-502.) 


Thf Cannonade, 

The Brahmin king was disconEolatc and as the wicked 
Moonda gathered an army and would not yield eoaUy he 
asked the help of tlie Roja of Tipperah. The latter seat 
a large army of archers and gun-men who hastened to tlie 
city of the Brahmin king. They packed up their weapons 
in their large bogs which they carried oo tlictr backs and 
rode horses wliose speed w'aa like thnt of the wind. Tbe 
distance a traveller would take three days lo travel they 
travelled in a day. The wicked Muouda os be came to 
kjjow the approach of Ibc army was filled with dismay. 
With much licsitancy, yet Bceing no other way, be advanced 
tu meet the Tipperah force. These Moondas were fotesteri. 
They knew tbe tactics of guerilla worfonr but bad no train* 
ing in ibe art of open wax. They were diaperaed stl over the 
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rural oatuti?, but tbeir oourse was stopped so Uiet uoue 
of them could escape. Being thus made captiTce they wen 
led to the city of Tipperah. By the order of the king they 
were made to stand in rows on a phun outside the 
city. Three cannons were discharged and the wliole army 
of Moondas insUnllj disappeared in a cloud of smoke. 
(LU &02-520.) 
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PREFACE TO MUEUT ROY 


The hiory rcintcd in this sony, slricUy spciiking, U mcirc 
of ttH] nature of n rapa-tolhd than fhat of & bjtikd. R [irCHeiitH 
a type which k tu be found in Kajalrakha fVol. I) nnd 
Kanchftiimain (Vol. II) iti my colJectipn«. The erigta of 
the mpa-katkiU, however changed they may be in form and 
ispiril in oourso of their recitatiun during long generationS| 
is to he traced originuUy Ui a remote period ranging from 
ICHh to 13th century. They hove ^tome s|)edal churacteriiatictt 
which distiiiguiah tIu^m from onlinary ballail.'it miv>t of which 
hate a lUHiorical origin. The rujw-tafAni JjavCp on tlie other 
hand, general!ly Bjieaktng, a mythical baniB. During the 
period which 1 have ascribed to the rupa-kathas. Bengal woh 
permeated by the teachings of Buddbiiit' TtnitrikH.' Cbarms, 
magic and incantatiomi were more or leas the noteworthy 
factors of popular theology of the Buddhist Tantriks in 
Bengal^ and in the rupd-kafhea we hnd an abundanoe of these 
clementa, The >it]pcrnaturul dominated over the religious 
creeds, and tbo% saints and mystics were most praised who 
could, like the BruidB of Gaelic legends, cry Flesh unto 
desh and bone unto bone" and by incanUitons make a 
decomposed corpse wliole again. In the Gaelic legend, 
the mystics often changed tteir shapes or laid a whole town 
or city under the spell of sleep by magic, These featurea 
are so frequently lo be met with in the anecdotes of the 
' Tantric * Buddhists in tadia, that the orientalist trace 
such elements in European legends to tlie spirit of the 
Tantras, which according to thorn, travelled from Eaat to 
West and invaded the Western mythology. I have dis- 
cusaed this point at some length in my " Folk Literature 
of Bengal '* and shown the analogous features of the Woatera 
myths and Indian Tantric tales by iUuatmtloas. 
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Ill tlw Bvugalt folk-tak’:) Wf fmqueutJy vome (icn )«3 tb$ 
iiULgjcnl feata of the " ^jiddliss,*' Tliw we find m oii 
exti-itordiivnrily CKagijeraU^ lonu m the Mnyniimati 
Bengni seems to have l)t?en the cradle ol Tanwic sujjer* 
tiAtitriiltsmi jie n Imitdreil Mories nre titevaleiai her« 
deactibiug the wonderlul jichievcment^ of the “ Siddlufs,*' 
not only ill Ler and folk4a]o^ h»t alao in the 

verna('tilar rcccosiona of the Baiiiayaua nini the ^lahn- 
bharutii aad ill tliu Dhnrm.inmugiiht jiueiD'i. Thu story of 
Malii RavauHr which in chiedy oH inyslic clirtimfl and 
magic, IV09 a later iudigeiiou* coiioeplion engrafted on Hue 
Ronmyaiin. Tlic epis^ode <li>eribiiig Hauunian's adrentnre 
in tho itiuer apartmeuts of Ravaim to steal the charmed 
arrow to kill him, iitso benra the ^tamp of Tantric iiifiuence. 
In the Miihabharatn, Gliiiitn cbangeii her sbLi{)e in order to 
avert a eritical situation. Thiti i? alao a purely indigenous 
cpiieotUt annexed to tlic miiiti epic. A similiir story ia found 
ill the account of tnd.i, the utogiciau, described in tite 
Dliannainangnt poems. 

The story of Malauehamala is by far the best of these 
Life and rDtuanee have been lio cleverly inter* 
woven with ench other in lids tale ihiii it seeins to be om? 
of ilic most remaikiibju folk-iiloriee ever composed. Mr, 
Gourlay, wlto wrote a foreword for my book, had lirat taken 
my worm appreciation to be a mere el^usion of patriotiem. 
Curiously however, be joined hie voice with mine Inter, 
on imd praised the story ^ warmly as I bad done, saying 
that every word tliat fell from me was true. 

Another element that I fiud in these rtipa^jlratAas, is the 
strikingly sublime conception of female virtnee. The 
boroine, Matanchamala, la a imply peerless. EUncbaninala 
uii) Kajalrekha ore also very superb figures. In the 
present rupa-toffm tlie chaructor of the forest*woman, 
origimlly a princess, reaedms a towering height. But of her 
we' will apeak mom fully in due course. 
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The Btory lintl evidently n Hitidn or Buddliist origin 
and there iii little dou1>( tlinl In the shape in wliieb we find 
it now, it ha? been rerncKlclled and reenst by Jiome Malio- 
modaii propagandists, Tbere is tiowevw nu airocious element 
ol attack on paganism in tiia story. But enuugli evidence 
is there to show tliat a Mahomed an propagjindiel 
latterly took up an old Hindu story with the ohjeci 
of singing ttio glory ol Islam. Th& feats gencrnlly attri¬ 
buted to tlie * Siddhas ‘ and ’ Munis ' in loeol storieB of 
this class have been m eta mar phoned into 'kenmiafi' or 
superiiatuml deeds of Pira Jiml Paygamlmrs. Towards tlw) 
end, the writer clearly declares liia mission of propagation of 
the Muslim creed, wtiich, be says, inspired him to take up 
the task in band. 

The eliaratter of the forest-girl. M I have >jiid, is 
a utriking out. One nuiy nil he wrong in comparing 
her with Miranda or Kapiil Knndnlii, but there is 
some striking difference in the background of their 
respective situations. When i^hf first comes to otir 
view, diT<?od in bark, with n Ijow in oiU’ hnnd amt arrow.? 
in another, her look fixed on Jt living bird, she not only 
loulu beautiful as a uyiuph of that wixHlliind hut also 
majestic as a Diana. BIk* IuuI bneii a prittec^s i>«t unfortn- 
nntalv her kit w,is cast with that of wild hunter>i. This 

ii 

prelimiiinry iioennnt sliu dta^a not give ns herself, Bhe b 
verity like tho statue of a Greek gcnidcss, mute nnd glorious, —■ 
sudiicniy moveil to strange tlirills prtMliiccd by firei love. 
Kever wn? a more wild idrfl caged and dmueaticfllcd, and 
never was a woman subjected to more cruel Ereakf. of fate. 
The writer*, of this folkdiieratiire nrr gpuerally more 
often siiggostive than es}ilit'it and plain, ^\>' find in 
tiu! Iiegiiuiing of the the prince rojt’eiiiig paragon^ 

of beauty, one after nuollier ; tiiia «»nd«ci seem* 
irrilating, though it wua a Win] i hat his imperioaa Eatbor 
should pawf on him ilw hcuU^ju’i' of Heath for this 
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fnult< But WB le^rn lattertjr ttiat Prince Mukut iiad 
dreamt a atrange dream in wtiicL ibe forest-girl had 
appeared t^eforo him and fully couqtieml hib mind. Thia 
little incident ts iticidentally referred to in a later canto. 
It makes ihc wbib caw dear and explaitis why be had 
refected the beatitiful n'omcn whose |ilciiires the mnteb- 
mokers bad aliown him. Out modem writeis would not baee 
omitted an important point like Ihia in tlje early part of 
their narrative. Tbo writers of folk-'tdea, however, with a 
keener dramatic wnw, reserve many things lor futum, 
waiting for the opportune moment to introduce a reference. 
The simple line in which liie prince refer* to hiii dream, 
in ibc second canto, has a dramatic effect in explaining the 
earlier incidents of ihe story. 

Behula it. ibe typical female character in the ranks of 
the noble heroiiiCH of aur ballads. She is now inseparably 
aasociftted with the MonaGa-cult, but we find the type in 
many old ballads,—in Molua, and in this baUad parti¬ 
cularly. In whnt remote age a cliaate woman travelled 
over tlie vast rivers of this country with tbe corpse of iier 
husband killed by snake-bite, and eventually succeeded 
in ncBtoring his life through the skill of a physician, is not 
known to anyone. But surely there once lived a woman 
of this typo in this xnaktsinfestei] Gnngetio valley, full 
of swamps and hdtirf, who had undergone uolieard-of 
sacrifices and hardships and succeeded in bringing her 
husband to thu land ol living from the oblivions region of 
death, where he was euppo«>d have passed ; ami that 
memorahle incident of remote antiquity became tbe l>asiB of 
s myth which has aince inspired the rustic imngimtioii of 
this country from age to age. Thus wt find the incidents 
repctttwl in many a tale. The stoiy of Bohula became the 
must prominent in this claas, having been treafctl bv so 
many gifte<l poets and also having heen so cloMly aMOciatwl 
with a popular religious festivity. The other heroines to 
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whom Buuilitr fej\ts have been ascril>ed by niml people 
twve been cast into a comparattve abade and Bchula now 
atanda almost alone in tlie field. 

The end of this story is tike the seqnei of many other 
folk-tales of fiengal. It will remind otie of the atory of 
NaU and Damayanti. In many rupfl-jkefhas the eame 
manmuTre is played for bringing in n le-tmioE] of the 
tnariied couple. 

Though it is a folk-tale it does not lack in some luflte- 
riala of history. The state of ndmiiustmtiou ahowt 
tyranny atid aristocnitic procedures. Though the voice 
of councillors is sometinies recoguiMHl as a potent factoi' in 
the decision arii\'ed at by o monarchi ho absolute is his 
{tower that geocrally apeakiag his mintsters when cilled 
to submit their opinion in rt^pect of a particular case, 
are foond to play the sycojiluiiir and endorse the view taken 
by the nmmirch. This was the defect of the odmioistmtlve 
oonstilntion. It was for this that the poor forest-gir] was 
doomed to a cruel sentence when the prince was fo*ind 
dead. The councillors were consulted in the case and they 
unanimously approved of the verdict. But another i-iew 
may also be taken. In those limes witchcraft wa.s a 
matter of popular belief and the sentence the king passed 
was boiM/irfe, The facts which could not be acetumted 
for wore attributed to witchcraft. The people (»uld not 
make out how the prince was killed and the forest-girl 
who bad been picked up from a wild hamoi, was 
naturally looked npon with BiiapTciou by people. They 
easily lielicvcd her to (w a monster who lived uiwti human 
fiesli. So the coitncillori) might have acted up to their 
oonTOtion when advising the king to inflict a enid 
punialiment on her. Poor Kanciionmaia in the Jffipa-JtutAo 
named after her wa.s charged with witch-Ciraft and baniatied 
for a similar cause. The ouunciltora* judgment, however, 
was not always clouded or influenced by sycophancy. 
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When tlte king oommitled thio prince to tbe public eiecu* 
tioner^ it waa the intenjesaioQ pf the ministers which 
brought about his release and tuado the king peas e more 
humane order. 

It appears from the last Une of this baited (p* 106, t, 31) 
that it once formed part of a big poem containing adven- 
lutes of severaJ princes in the fietd of love*inaking. Each 
of tbeae fabltis composed in tl» form of a ballad or a rupn* 
fratfin had for its sequel, the triumph of lelam. Though 
tl» ballads were originally Hindu, they were latterly trane- 
formed into songs of Moslem rictory. The present twillad 
giTea Tifl the account of a southern prince ; the other parte 
have not yet been recovered. 


DiHRsa Chandra Sek, 



Mukut Roy 

( 1 > 

In the eoutiiern pnrt of thi" country nilwJ a miehty 
king tunned Rai'a Sbilla. His army was vnat iind hits re- 
tainuntt horses and elejihantB countless. 

Glorifiod with his cnrtUy posseseioiw, happily lUd Ra)n 
ShiJla rule liis vest empufe. And Providetifts, hist of nil, 
to fill the cup of his joys, grunted him u son. 

Oh my chorus, raise your voice lo keep pioe ivith tniau. 

The young pritieo was so boautifnl that lie was a delight 
to the eyes, In the cities of south scarcely ctmld bis peer 
tie [omid niuoitg the son# of princes and nolde iiicu. 

Tliey tliought timt lie hailed from the fuiry huid. Rc*^* 
ptendent did he look like u living ttninc. 

Verily wus ho like ilie moon-goil dropptwl on earth, and 
so iittimctive were hia looks tliat if he snuletl iind glanced 
at a peruon, ill could he withatand the dutrni, hut atrctolied 
hU urojs to emfan ‘ye the lovely young haby. 

He gradually grew in year# and attained tbe age of 
ivfenty. How w-onderlully hnndaomc wtw bet The king, hie 
fAther, justly prided in him and thought of Anding a auit- 
able hride for his dnrliug. 

He called the viJSierH and miiiiutors to tlic court and 
said. “ The prince has now come to the age when wp rnuHi 
wrinuBlv think of Im marriage, I>o you now all try your 
best to get a girl worthy of him? Gall for the paintun^ who 
have collwitions of picliire# of htmdaomc princew}e« and 
make a selection. The prince Mukut is a paragon of 
lieauly and hi# wife should be bis inntch in every r^tpect 
and not a whit less,'* (LI, 
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( 3 ) 

TliG norili is famous for ita garden of roses nnd tbitber 
did tbe {ting send his mesaengere in quest of a bride* He 
sent messengers to tbe enstj to the west nnd also to the 
sou III I in quest of bandaome'looking girls. 

From the nortli the men returned and informed His 
Majesty thnt the king of that region had a daughter of 
exceeding beauty, (^he might be ooiupared with the 
evening star. So luofuae waa ber iong curling b&ir that 
her niaids liad to hold it up when she walkedi lest it 
trailed on the earth. Her colour was like that of the chompah 
and the dush of youth on her person was like the new duod 
that hlLe the earth with verdure in early August. Tlu} 
picture of this girl was shown to Frince Mukut» hut be 
sighed and said, ‘^Ko." 

Tlien came the messengers from the south with their 
rich collection ■ One of the princessea looked wonderfully 
handeome with her two star like eyes and with her flowing 
liair tltat fell to the ground, Bui Mukut, the young 
prince, pursed hie brows and threw it aside. 

The prtuceas of the east, on whom they had counted, 
was trandsome beyond words, The painter had drawn lier 
seated with a parrot In her hand on a golden couch. The 
spot wltere ahe sat seemed to be illuminated by the glow ol 
her presence mid the mild effulgence of her person seemed 
to brighten the dark water of the tank near by. 

She sot on a golden pohinka in & room which was 
adorned with profuae paintings in gold. Her image lent a 
grace to the whole Iwuse^ar greater than anything eltse. 
Even this perfection in female form. Prince Mukut un* 
oeieiuoniouBly rejected. 

The messengers returned from the weetem regior.. The 
princess of that laud had no match in the world. Her 
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flowing hair, her nobfc <!emeiuioiir ;inil atiiro wei« unexceji- 
tioiiable in ever; wav, anii her eyes aparlited with heavenly 
fixe, On a couch slie aiept auci on another her profuse hair 
was laid hy, In her face was the hlooin oF a hundred 
champa flowers. Her wiiist seemed twi slender for her 
fully developed form, nnd an she walked, ii hiindietl maids 
were always in attendance, like the stars waiting on the 
moon. Bill even this Iinly did not impreas ttie inexorahk 
Prince Mukut wlto threw away- lier picture with apparatit 
disgust. 

The king when he heard of Ills son's ronduct, ticcanie 
MTEith. Ill great rtiga iliil His Majesty ronnnil the prilit'c 
to the pulilie execnlinttcr ami order that his lieml should 
lie out off. " Tlani vile xon," he said, "thou hast insulted 
me m this ivay by rojci4ing my chuu^ over ^igatu t thou 
desciveBt this sen tel ire, iingratefnl wretch." 

TIk! ministem unit ramrlier.s iissomblcd jn Ji liotty nnd 
inti'i'cctkd on ladtiill' of the pHnCi'. TJie HiijaV tviath 
alirdeil .ind he |ijtHacd n ffivnunihlc order, juldres^ing the' 
pi'inct' thus : “ Lniik lu re, oh son, 1 give you eniirr 
freedom 111 choice. Take ironi my stall n Imiidird of my 
fltiusL stoeds, anidher tnmilrtnl o) the liest eleplniiils ami 
select from the royal tinny any nitinher «if mv picked men 
und with ihiefw travel all the world roiiml. Ou whomsoever 
will your choice fall atnongst the priticesee> of the world, 1 
will get you mnrned to that lady. Bin if you du not find a 
woman to y'Cmr ohoioe frotii the noble rank, J give you 
Ireeiioni to iiiiutj any one from the lowest castes. From 
the ranks gf the wjtslicrniQit. tlw barbers and tlie sltavjug 
Attendtinte m ho wail on ilio gen try, wlioin^uever you may 
choose, you will marry and there is my clear jiermission 
for il." 

Hearing tliifi mandate ol tlie great king, Prince Mukut 
marohed In ipiest of u bride, witl) n large army. Tin- 
younger biotlier of the {iriuoe atnl his iDotheT shed biUer 
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lears at tUt* partiiigi aod tbde Hubjecta tbought iltai until tlie 
prinoo ttia ahimiig raya of the stin were bijing tnkei] avay 
from tliiii smiling regiou. (LL l-BO.) 

( A ) 

Sev«n big uceanH the priuoa cro»seil and thirtt-cii riverit. 
The big swoin|)« he passed through and then canto to a city 
called Xeoga, Prom Kooga he travelled eastward and 
taking advantage of a favourable tide he came to ttm aotiih, 
to the border of an inipeiietrahle forest. 

This forest comprised 400 miles. The big reptiles of 
this wilderness Witre nf enomtoiia ai^e. They swallowed 
living goats, tigers and bufialoea, and were the lords of this 
forest. Here tlic prince called his escorts, companions and 
loldiera and addressing them said, " Boturit from bene ; go 
back to our city and if my mother asks about me, tell her 
Umt f have been devoured by wild tigers of tiie foicsi and 
that liofure t died, f htd asked you to convey my salutes 
to her. 

It my father uslcs miy neivs ubout mo, convey to him 
my re^pecta and tell him that T Jiavo been eaten up by a 
large reptile Jmd that I shall never more return to our dear 
city," 

He fitopiicMl here In wipe away » drop of tear that had 
sprung to his eye and then he rode on his Favourito raoe,^ 
horse. The colour of the animal was deep crimson like 
that of the red korcnciltct fruit. Its mouth was a deeper 
Hcarlct and looked like vermilion. Swift an a hird was this 
prince of animalft, its two core stood erect us it marched 
and Its longue woa like a living dame. Its hoofs were of 
golden cokmr. 

When he rode this noble unimalt it dew like an 
arrow, the wild plums broke under its feet and the army of 
the prince lay far behind. In the evening he arrived at a 
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vilinge doLt«d by liut« of wood'CViU«ra. He calffid ai the 
but of one of these woodmen nud said, “Will you, tny friend, 
rIIow me to sleep in a comer of your bouse?" Tlicre the 
prince imwicd the iiighi in thnt bumble boitfie—plcnsed 
with the poor mnnV hoapitality. He wee there for seven 
djiys, taking rest nit the while- On the eighth ije rode Iiii= 
tiurse and stortcd for hunting. (Lh 1-40.) 


( 4 ) 

On Ins back Ining e (luiver fuU of arrowy tind in his 
light linnd lie held a bow. In the steep jungly path, the 
liorse found obstruction et every* step. 8o the rider alighted 
and walked on foot. A little time alter lie saw a beautiful 
parrot seated on the hough of :i tree. On its broiv was a 
yelbw mark of the colour of gold and its wings were niso dI 
light gold colout. flwaaof the /firrtmcrti species and n 
peerless bird- The prince tbonghi that it would be a prize 
if only be could witw it alive, but the bird flew in the air. 
He folSovretl U with eyes fixed upwards at it and wae very 
fatigued with bis walk in the steep jungly path. 

Walking in this way for some time, be saw a beautifnl 
datnsol before lum- She wore a bark dress adorned with 
leaves and flowers. Her features were faultless and regular, 
na if finished with a chisel and her colour was of the 
bright cbnmpafc flower. Her long aud dishevelled hair Wl 
behind her back iu wild curls decked with flowere, nnd 
in one of her liiinde she held n bow and in another n 
shaft The girl too was walking swiftly with her gaze fixed 
upwards. The prince now followed bee with eager steps. 

After a little while tlie prince saw the girl kneel down 
on the ground. Her right bond wm plaoed on the airing 
of tlie bow and her left held on arrow. At this stage 
Prince Mukut sow the parrot quietly seated on the bough 
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of u Darak Irec near by. U wau half hid bohim! the 
new leaves of the tree. Quickly did ibr prince take the 
how ij] hand, «)>ooi an arrow, which rortliwilh killed tlie 
bird. !l fell down on the jjrouiid rroni the wdwre 

it eat. Tlw girl saw tins bird in that condition and ginneed 
lieliitid tu see who had done tliia emd deed. 


The Princs. 

“ Hear me, dear maiden, it ts I who have killed jour 
biriL 0 yon are bent on retaliaiHui, kill me, I Mhall offer 
no reGietance.** 

She glanced at bitn and *ber ey(*a were bxed. ' Strange ! 
how could Ibis stranger eorae to this lonely forest of oure? ' 
she thought. She then opeued her Upa and said, " To this 
impenetrable forest, liow could yon come alone and for 
what purpose? Who are your parunis and brotherA? 
What a liandHome ffgure do y<)« possess I I could not even 
dreaoi of one so beautilul! Por mywlf f know that X am 
A poor forest.gifl living witf* my pafenta in this wildemMs. 
My Avocation in hunting. I hunt birds and animala and 
eke Out my living in tbat way, 1 am an unlooky womaD, 
tbe daughter of a poor hunter. Why did 3'ou kill my pet 
bird, will yon say?”^ 

The prince ooid, ** 1 am tbe son of the king of louibeni 
countries. In my spacione room called the Jor^Afandlr, 
f slept Dt midnight and saw one night your moon^Uke fa(% 
in my dieam. It enciianted me and I have been wander¬ 
ing all over tbe world in quest of you. Tbe pictures of 
many a princesaea have t eeen. Paragonaef beauty are they. 
Some of tbem have ihc handsome hguren of f&iiies and look 
jolly like beavonly birds. But they bad no attraction for 
me. So I travelled on, till after having wondiered over many 
a place I have oome to this wild forest of youn. I have 


iJUKUT ROY 


97 


afc lost rautiil my (Jreain reali^d; llu- JQgtire I bid in 
my Bleep, atnndft before me in flctih and blood/' 

Tl)e liamsel wlxm sbe lioard hiiu, nhud tenni and enid 
WGiciimgf “Mndly liiisl thtm acted, oh bandBonie prince, by 
to lids place. You may lose yotir life and may not 
ugiiin Bce your father and tuotloir. AM, you tire not 
perUupti dOiiititiiui to uiherU Ujo kingdom of your fiillkcr. 
You are not aware of the wild direlUiiN of this forest. They 
are uncultured huntera and kill everyone whom they 
liiipjien to meet here. They are a md uf Jinartk‘.s« people. 
When they meet n man in the way, they aim their sharp 
arrow wliicli piercCft llie lueast of Mtnnigt!r!i. Tlitsy Imve 
no tieart uni! are dead to feelings of kindness or syro- 
palliy. Tht-y are to bo dreaded more thou the Icrotiious 
bcostB. AM, dear prince, niy flowing hair is not long 
■n: tliick enough bide ur cover you within its folde I 
Hurl you lieoti t»y life'bhxtil, fain would I lodge you in my 
lii>jiri of hcariR. 1 would have hid you within iiie, if you 
wore my life. If you wore the balls of my eyes 1 would 
have uoncented yon within my eyelids. Yon are to mo far 
grcjiler than all tJn>o, Life of my life you ore. What 

limy I not Hocrifice tind a place at tliuse lieautifu) 

feet of thinu Ut (»v«r and conceal you fruiii the sight of 
others I " 

Bhn wept and tlirew away the bow*, its string ;uk 1 the 
arrows. How intend wni* the tuve that this wdid girl Of 
tla' forest felt at tlie first sight. It was nut « month, nor 
oven a dny: only a few minutes, and the mslic djimrel 
was over head mid eats in love, iinite overcome with 

her emotioit, She felt like a poor man who suddenly 
comes lo 0 dimiiimil worth the richer of <«ven 

kings. 9he reflected witliTn larriKdr ulnit device ^.he would 
take recourse to, in order tO!*iive Hie life of the 4rangier, 
(LL 1*R2,) 
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For one whol^ jught kept him concealed under 
the dense le&vcs of a Jkimk tree. The next day she had 
film liiditen in the cavity of a large tree and yet another 
day she kept him uovered with leaves, tendrils and hranchea 
of wild plants and the fourth day ehe kept him liehind lier 
hut un^n by othero. 

Thus did the foresl-glrl keep him concealed from the 
hunters who usually came home lata at night and left in 
the early dawn. From this time forth she did not wander 
n-htintiiig in the forest. If anyone questiaiied her about 
her staying day and night at homo, she made the pretext 
lliat she was sufTcring from n severe headache. 

SliO wanted to get away from these ferocious men but 
oould devise no means for It. 

But when the prinoe one day asked her to leave the forest 
and go to his city, then was she taken by s rapturous joy 
at this augge.<ftian and nesolved to lly away. 

One day an opportunity prasented itself ; the wild 
people had gone away far into the very heart of Lite wilder¬ 
ness when she easily absconded with her lover. (Ll. 1-14.) 


i (i) 

In Um southern province there wen* joy and tumuli 
everywhere. The report went that the prince had reluiDed 
home taking a forest-woman for hin wife. The father was 
glad and liail a nice tittle pleasure-house built in the midst 
of a pond where the prince [JuiiUNsi day and night with his 
consort. The tioiiac was neat and comniodious, and there 
were golden oouchca and cuBhtons in it. Tire attending 
maids fanned he little queen witli mica fans when the 
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weather was hoi, ouit many were the ^>nliiahlc nrti«ineiil« 
which the prince had prescntwl lier. Her f« 5 Ct were atbrnwl 
with golden anklets^ and on her breast !*!»e wore n (irecioua 
gtiriond studded with iowoln. On her head therowasa 
erown tviiieb sfione like stars with a humired dtanwnils 
and she wore a rich mri of up*to-date pattern, H=«rd it 
will bo for me to name all the various omamentn which 
were gi^eii to her. Tiie torcat-prl no more looked wild, but 
with her gay costumes and oniflincnls appeared oa tlio very 
nymph of heaven. 

Tlio beo is drmtlien with iMiney in the apring and 
giddily did the prince pasa April and ^fny in the first 
intoxication of love. The hcouty of the foreal-girl did not 
abate a bit in course of time but inoraiaed day by day, and 
the prince drunken with ever-increasing joy cnioyed the 
company of bis wife— unmindful of everything clso in 

the world, 

But stop. You will now hear wluil a tragedy wak en¬ 
acted by llio inlrigues of tlw foul enemy. 

■Jinw, cborua, dance well, keeping time with my voice 
by striking your feet agaiii'^t the ground. You will have 
to sing a Bong quite different from what you have «nng 
up to now. (LI. 1-20.) 


( 7 ) 

Oqc dav it w0£ a pleasant time, the wife was reeving 
hotels to the prince, and he in the height of love wae bteido 
himself with joy. enjoying her company and teth seemed 
happy like a pair of pigeons. Their cup of pleasure, Iww- 

ever, was full to the brim. 

!i£>ltoo mudh eluted owt jmw fortuwe, fricufl, 
—the fate ia behind vou at every stop and follows you with 
its iuevitable decree. The joy of te-^lay is hut an imles to 
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tbe Borrow of to-morrow. Laogb to-day, a» boanw as you 
can, to-morrow it may be a differciit lot, and you may bave 
to weejt tbe whole ItTeJong day. 

To-day you are humming a sweet luue, to-morow the 
Bong may go aud tears may flow. 

They wil! pul you So ii coffin onder the earth. They 
will dig the earth with their spade and bide you from tliis 
world in the oblivious grave. Tbere, no JalbEr, no mother 
will go to visU you and nlaa I your love for your wife 
will be a forgotten tale—worms will enter into your body 
imd mako & feaat of iL 

But I my ohotTiB] let ug Jeave thi s pbilosophic&i topic 
Dow^ and with pcrmicBLui] of tlie le^rnsd isiudiencc turn 
to the topic of tbe soiigp 

One day, I was relating to you, is it not ?, un to how the 
pair w'en? enjoying themselves. They were gaily talking 
in tbe pleasure-bouBft—the breojse was playing soft over 
tite pond and tbe evening was slowly passing awoy—when 
lo 1 a poisoned arrow shot by an unknown crus] forester 
stnuck tbe breast of the prinoo. 

His head reeled and instantly be fell uncouRcious on 
the floor, vomiting blood. The arrow pierced the breast 
right through and showed itself froin the other end, She took 
biro up in her arms and lamented saying, "Alas I slaa I 
how has he been hit frotu this unknown enemy I Bnise 
your eyes dear ; is it right that you should go away leaving 
me here alone ? J have no t^irenls, no brother, none here 
to call me their omi. I was like a wild bird living In 
forest. You trained me to the ways of domestie life. I was 
caged in this beautiful palace, and woe to me that my 
dream of hsppineis ia all over so Boon. Frietid, allow me 
to depart from this world instead 1 Pray you live bng and 
may I at tbe hour of my death see you happy/* 

She placed her lips on his Bud kissed him again and 
Bgmn. Her tears flew without ceasing and coverod bis face. 


MUKOT ROy 


101 


" A strimger bene ftWi I,“ she saiil, " uml I know not 
the temper of your people yet. [ wm iuat going to leorti 
your ways and tnannen;. When to-morrow morning your 
mother will question me about you, what reply shiill 1 give 
to her enquiries? What eoneolniion slwll I offer to her? 

“ The people of this vast kingdom will put the same 
question ami what reply am I to miike to them? The 
citizens will abuse me—they will openly call me n witch, a 
murderess of husband." 

She lamented thus and in the pleasure-bouse passed 
the night in hitter agony. 

Lu the morning, everyone came to team the bitter truth. 
Bound the corpse of (he son gatltered his father, mother 
and relations. Crying and lamenting, the maids end male 
attendants lamented wildly rolling on the ground- The 
ministers, ttie courtiers, and all worn struck with grief and 
charged Providence with cruelty. 

The king sat in judgment and said to the foreat'girl, 
“ How did my son die ?" Her words w'ere not believed 
by him. The oourlicrs suggested that she should lie put in 
chains. TItey said that she tvas a monster who lived on 
humnn flesh. She had killed the prince with u view to 
eat his dead body. 

The Raja discussed the case fully with his ministers. By 
the order of the king a large wooden chest was construct¬ 
ed. The corpse of the prince ivas laid in it and along with 
it the girl, bound hand and foot, was placed by his side. 

The chest was locked up. It was thrown into tim river 
and away it went floating. 

Two fishermen had cost a net and the chest was cuuglit 
in it. They drew it to the land and when ibey opened it 
they found a dead tiody and a living person inside I They 
were frightened with the sight of this strange love between 
Itie living and ills dead, and fled away in all haste, strode 
with fear. 
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The gitl ewne out of the coffin, taking tbeeofpae with 
her. She lifted him up nud pinced him on her shoulders. 
Id this stnte she wandered like a mnd womaii in ihe shadea 
of the deep forest. She cried and Inmented, raying 

.Awake, my dear 1 Open ibese beniitiful eyea once 
again I T had no father, no mother, and no hrotlier—un¬ 
lucky forest-people that we are, cruel is our destiny and 
I regret it not. It seems that 1 got a kingdom in a dream 
and have become ft hugger in mvotlier 1 Ten, my whole 
life seems to me to be a strange dream I But little do I corf 
for the kingdam I have lost. I will embrace the forest 
life nguiD ntid be oucc more happy—-if I can get you back. 
Oh Lord I oh God 1 where art Thou 7 Tnke mercy on 
this ]>oor forlorn daughter of your a end accept my humble 
salute/’ (LI 1-00.) 


( 8 ) 

Above revon regions from this earth there is the golden 
pntac© of God, fic was seated on Hi' iLrone in His aUso- 
hite Uajeaty. The LimeDts of the unhappy girl reached 
His throne and it shook. 

God called unto him ibirty of His recognised sainte. 
He aBdressed the Prophet and said, “The princess of Neogn 
is in deep distress losing her husband. Go thither and 
pave her life by restoring life to the dead prince.” 

The worms that had swarmed on the corpse slowly 
ate it up. With her own bands she threw them away. 
The flesh gradually left the bpnaa. Yet she cried. *'0)i 
husband, oh my life of life ! ” There came to her thirty 
prophets sent by God at this stage. They said to the girl, 
"Your falber. dear girl, is the king of Neoga, you have 
suffered A great deal in your wild career in the forest. 
By the will of tlie Creator, wc wilt restore your husband 
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to life* Co to thy fBlhcf'a city at N^cogn. IjcaTC oa atone. 
You should nut see the [irticeaa of lesturntion. Hnoisii 
eyes aboil Id not behold tbai sight. The itaiiita can give 
life and they cau also taic it. But llie process is my&te-' 
riouB and if witnes»cd by bunjwj eyea, the work may fail 
and life may not wine to til® dead Inidy, We will restore 
life to your husband in tho very depth this jungte-land 
and not even a hied will know of U/* 

The girl fell on tine ground nl tbsse worda of the 
saints, saying. ** How abnll I know that mv Jmftbntid line 
got life ?” 

Meantime ilio Ib-oplwl RjlsuJ gaUiered Ibc hones and 
reefcored them to tlieir right place. Tbcti they all uttered 
incnnlatimia nnd lione ioined to hone Jiml desb grew upon 
the skeleton. 

Then did the eaiqia Hgain utlor incantations and the 

body waj covered with akin. 

At this stage the .'Uiints said, ” Now you Lave seen 
enough of our feeLs, snd wo believr you can now place 
faith on oitr actioit, Voij may now leave the forest, flo 
straight to ttic city of Jltsugn, We will now give life 
to your bushaud.*' 

Then did the prop»icta call the Fairy-Jord Navi, who 
came Liiither iiiKlrtittly and carried away iho girl thiwigh 
the air to the dty of Keop. (LL 1^1.) 

( 0 ) 

The dead priiKV it realored to life. Who can expect a 
foriuMii like this? Hnjn Sliilhi is iu>w Imppy boyond 

The pnnw hostened to hie picas lire-1 muse in the pond 
to meet his dear wife. Bill llwre he did not diKl her. He 
enijutiud of his father and others. He examined imd croas- 
exsmtncd all ituj relatives and oen'&uts of tiic plaoc. But 
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no one said snjrlhtng. He felt sure that she wns killed. 
But who wns it that did aiich a foul act? Like life she 
was to iiim—^wbii was it that had deprived him of his beet 
treasure on the earth. He gave up food and drink end 
turned stark mad. Again the palace turned aormwfid. 
Dark ciotid covered sini'a mja. Full moon’s light was 
now extinct from the sky. 

The royal drutn l>eat in public places aiHiounctng 
the gift of half the kingdom to ojte who would be able to 
cure the pritice of his insanity. 

The dram l>eat north otid south, it beat eaat and 
ivest.—The mes^ngcra were sent to the i-oiintries far and 
itear, (LI. LUj.) 


< 10 ) 

In the meantime, a word about the Raja of Keoga, 
TIm) princess who was lost fiad returned. TSe city was 
amiling with joy, so handsome looked the princess that 
wherever she went, she carried light and joy with her, ahe 
was fully grown up and the king, her father sought a 
suitable bridegroom for her. With her portrait did he send 
niany a malcL'inaker to countries for and nuur. 

At thia time the drummera sent from EUja Shilta, came 
to Neoga, announcing the reward for the cure of the prince. 
The Pit waa there. He appeared in the market-place 
and touched the drum. He wns brought to the Raja 
Sbiib, When questioned, ho said that lie would assuredly 
cure tho prince. The remedy ho iiuggeated was that 
Prince Mukut would nt once be outrrit.'d to the princess o! 
Neoga. ThU done, he would regain his scjibos at ouee. 

Messengers were forthwith sent and the portrait of 
the princess of Neoga was necured. He wim was looking 
aghast and abstraut-niinded, fixed his eyes on the picture 
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nod WHS ttJI attedtjoa for some titne. Aod ibea be placed 
il oa hjfi breasi and b^n to Bbed tmcett^tog teara. 

He lamentod, sayiug, " This is the portrait of tbe dear 
one. AJfls, who has killed her T My father and mother 
have turned my enemies. Who is there in thia world 
wiiom I may call iny fnend ? ffone. They have thrown 
my life of life, my bone of bone into the river. Aloa 1 
alas I 1 ahaii leave thia unholy palace of ShiJIa Etaja." 

Thus the prince lamented, boaLing hia forehead with 
his hand. Here also a scene aiiiiitar to this was enacted 
at Neoga. The princess hod turoeti mad. She had also 
laft food and drink anil with her teeth tore OS’ her valuable 
vortr. She dressed herself scantily and did not her 

hair. ** Dh my husband, oh my heart of hearts " was the 
cry that incessanUy cattia from her lips. 

Tlie king of Neogu was sad. He also ordered a drum 
to be beaten announcing (lie reward of bis kingdom to the 
person who would cure the princeaa. The sound of the 
drum went far and near, in fha iunglesand in the dCice and 
the same Pir touched the drum premising the cure of the 
priticeas. 

Tlie princess of Iveuga was thus brought again to Prioca 
Mukut. 

Their happiness now was beyond measure. The Hiiuman 
liad now found its own h'Acrt. The snake had found its 
crest-jewel. The blind man, ail on a sudden, had got back 
bis siglitl (Id, 1-54.) 


< n ) 

Then Kaja ShiUa fell ot the feet of the Pir and said, 
** 1 have got my sou liirough your kindness. Say, what 
part of my kingdom, what riches shall I offer you as 
rewartl?” Tbe Pir said, I am a Foktr^ w'hat shall I do 
with riches?" 

14 
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Tho Rnjn cnme to kiiO'cv' Lho woBdeHu) potvcra ol the 
Pir. R(’ ai oiitio ica<l the Kalnm and turned s Mahrimeitan 
convert« The king ol Ntstga iiltio did ilic itume. Tlwy 
iut; 6 }jtcd tilum with nJI their dtiinena. Tliua did the 
A'j/cfjr find the true light. 

Oil m3‘ UretJtren tnkc thr nnmu of Allah nnd Iwlieve in 
the Prophet. Head tk* aacred scriptuttiii. You wUJ aiii K yon 
do not do HO* You are taking itride in your yonth—but know 
that Go<l itnd His Prophet itro true, (Jl the rest are vanity. 
Tonlay T nee R ntnili^ 0Ji your lipir r wait till the nouolide o! 
til-morrow. Iha glyojn of ijorroB' will dkitkeit yniir faoC- 
To^day vnu nf® tiujoyiiig n ahurt liour of pleavurt; in fickk* 
things but to-morrnw the world will preijunt n dark picture 
to yoiir eyes. Tkiy will dig a grave for yn« with n ^|iad« ; 
when you will iw pul therein, Uiey will cover j'ou with 
earth. Then in thin di^miil hour you wUl ueo none ueur 
yoii» neiihor j'onr father, nor your mother I Your luuly will 
lie euton op by wornir. Alas, where will att these ploasnres 
id the fleeting wurld go I? 

Oh my leurned L>rethrou, take tlte niuue of Allah nod 
sing His glory, Fie aliine ifi true in fliiB viEt world. The 
smiles and leur^ are all for it day only, Alas, tvkii is vntit 
friend? For whom do you weep amt regroi? Tina retatbn- 
ship with all its joys and Borrows is unreat. IVre is jict 
time, hretlurcii. Throw yoijr*<t!f iipm the mercy of your 
Preceptor. Timro in yot lime, hrcihren Ee^ign youraolf 
10 the will of God. 

Wo have now finished the story uf the ooulheni couittry. 
1 will now reliiit! h» Vim oue nf the oasi, the country of 
the /fu/era. (Li. l-dl.) 
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PREFACE TO THE BALLAD OF NASAR MALl’M 

Easar Malum is a balbd vvliich tihv ^suraiinctja has beea 
col|{^ctcd bjf Bahu AaliuUMiti Uliov\(lfaiu'y Tnom Clilttaguttg 
%a-sidc^ H(j first oollccted a portion of it from one ieur 
Hassan Bhuiu of tho village Kullial Btuniga under llie 
Police Stalloii Raujmi in Glitttagong> ‘ Bhcija* or Bbabuk 
(fit. thtiugbtrnii but it iu,»y alim Ite a oormption of tbe word 
BArafd, broUicr) ia tin? title of the tncrubcrs of a of 
miniHtiielB of whloh Nur Haraian ta a acioti. Nut Hna9an*& 
fulLer Korban AU and grandbtber Haidar A'i VKie dietin- 
guished minatfi'ls whose vocation waa lo siag ballada in 
the country-side, Niisar Mnlum was (hv most favourite 
ballad of these minstrels flud Haidar specially aebioved a 
high reputation aa u singer of this pathetic song. Many c 
night n largo CTnwd of peusautry sat arouml this remarkable 
minatrel, fipcll-bound by tlie patios of the balliid. Kiir 
Hassrin oIh) sings this ballad, but timugli be fottoi^'a ibe 
vocation of liis oncesioi^ he is no export. Besides, be 
remembers only scraps which he anyhow patches up and 
completes the tale by adding epiBOdes of bis own inferior 
composition. The chief fjuahty of his song is his muficel 
voice, 

Afihu Bsbu got little help from liim beyond noting 
down the anuill original scraps, Btti got a nummary of 
the tale from this minslrcl and then tried other sources to 
complete it. Ho went to thu village of 3 taishaiuiira 
where Ijc got a further due, Moishamtini is a village 
very ndiacent to Kstbal Bhonga. Thetti a man named 
Gura Mia who was known to be a hdri gain (a singer 
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of Sdngn} rtupplicti liim wiiJi fnmL' fiirthi^jr Alnnsns of tfit' 
bullndof ‘ Kji(tiir Ciiowrlbiirv joiimoy«i ovcralarjjo 

tract on llic isen-csciiifit Jititl at itiL- jiitiction f>f Ifiv river 
Kitmafttli witli tlif Bii>- he hiippenLtt to mcpt Rahiinimi Ali, 
the cnpldiii of a sfkfrHpdii. This mmi knew lliu whofe 
ballJiJ. With hifl help Jm.' rcviftwl ifje roUeetioo Jie liftd 
nlieAcly tiindi' iiad rompleteil iIk; halLiJ. 1 eut it rroni liitn 

111 Us pncBeiit shrtiH’ in Mtiy, iSJUlt, 

It is so (liniciilT to fvprtHhice Uie palhos ai>ti the t'xijui- 
site tJOctiy qf an M Bcn|j»li hnlhnl in Enfjliali (hat the 
iriinslAtor is silwiiy-i cJUMaknia of fiis liniit'itions. [ hove 
highly onjoyeil II in tin- miginnJ suni jw I Ain atvisiiig the 
Irannlnlinii I mil unny to liml ,» coiiftidembti! part of the 
chiirtii of tilts ohl-worlil sony liwi, Tlw piUhiw cfc.iU’d hy 
the (lIsire&A of Nnsar Maintn iiinl ilie navigatnrB* tranhlcs 
over n rrillU'il sod,^—Lite aiti'nim uf 'iloriii iwcirpitig over the 
viiiit wnU-rs unit Ihti Cuiniitinn nf a ^iiutll hqiU irfmlilirig over 
its fiigh-gwolluii waves Jiko an tlija 

prestmted with tlii' viviilimie* of j {iieiiin'')'ttUL' initnrnl pheno- 
tnrtiott disriused nil on n Huddm l>y n tlnsh uf lighlntfig. 
TIio hnruttuh utiiA'il in sJukri-iMial^ mid r^quipts-^i with 
Sfiihhards, guns mid lelescoptm hronghl tH-hnv onr oyos 
in living cotiinra m lJu' original linllml wliidi iiy so i-oneiae 
nni] cpigraiiimutie thnt it hnrrlly eontniiiHii ivtMsiign wliirh 

retjuiros a pruximg, Tlio ... liiu! n fin-U 

litind kriowlijclgo of llie snhjnqt hi- treated to Iw able to 
make his deneriptionH aci viviif tiinl life-like. 

Though it is n n?aHstiei [mwiu U ntiiclirH an idoalistio 
level tn ib Iasi part. The ineeting of tint Invew after yenm 
of ^^panitkiti, Imih rj ilntitMl U- iju- okluinie jKimt of mtBery. 
iu *0 full of jsiLliiJt Hint it will he liilhciitU for I he rytidcc to 
ri'sirnm Ins I'Mra. I. lit hivoi w-ho, yiulding Iti n yonthlnl 
•iiipulu!. turned tfeiii luTrius hw n wliijr and forgot n Invii 
wliirh wns liver inie iind pine, lOnivs Liter on to know IIh< 
vnloc of lni loyi,| wile\ wnUnney nfler luissing through 
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hitter experiences—‘tlie liigli price wliidi ht- eccpkiriHl this 
wisilotii; anJ iIlc last two tiues ut the hnilitJ aiiaw b> it 
gesture tlirit lie IitkI tiuw Iciiriietl the vjtliie of hit iiivii gr<rul 
treasure never to make a ujiflcnke in life ngHin. Uteai 
cmlit ta due to lliu puet fur tlw iirtistic Jiiii«li ul I he UUe. 
Xo amatuit of dcsej'iption, tiowever poetic, oovikl sugiies*! 
the hiippy eiitl es |H)werfiil}y as these I'no sliorl lincf; do, 

TIht ineidentni ai^niits of varu'iis pinery, [jenjitc^, 
nrtidi^ of tmih' nm] to]n'r Hiitiy**, -jiidnlfy of iln' crud nlivi* 
cifieK cornmitti'il by tlie hntmtiita with which the hitllod 
abouiwlft art' full of interest atid give a clue to many lii^- 
liHienl fact?< •onx- uf which t am gniiig to mention (tcIou-, 

Tlie hitTitiiuts {a iiord uerivctl frniu Armailo—I (jc I’or- 
liigiiei« till- III fur their great naval niiiM$} originnhy itigniheti 
in Bengali the Portngnese robbers ivlio crimiu! on iJepretb- 
tions (lu tin: Bay anil iln luljticeni hiniB. The I’ortttgiiene 
rolihers in Q>iirEe of tinw bcciniic nti ally of the Arakanose. 
So Jatteriy more often the wunl futruiuili lienotcd ihc Arnkn- 
nose mhlicTB who iHieuna’ drenitcil iu the wiintry for their 
tyranny early in, iI*i;l7lUcciJtnry The won) wa* Unnmscd in 
u Qiiire eomprolimisire implying Imth the 1'Qrtiigiie’*i' 
iiDii the Ai-akiinese pimtes. Tlicy na* doerilji'd jis wearing 
hluck troll set?, rcil ctiuts itnil tiirbiins on I hair hcJicl. They 
kept scahUnrtlB hunnd to their waist^iTelts itiiij hm! gons iii 
their Itaud^. Some ot ihi-m ciirricil fek-M:o[ics hy which 
they Kurvejed the [ucrctiaiK-shiiKt in liic Buy from ii 
diataiico. 

This ballad belongs to a |)eriud weH*known in ihohietorj, 
of llhittogong. It rclalCA to imiilenfa oceurring iluriiig 
the reign ol Slioisia Khan (brother of Niirjchnn} who 
cotlectetl a llwt of honta jttid au urniy of 13,01 ill iitcn (Inilin 
Becord'i, V'nl, lit, Ihl. llrFVf) for coiii|iimiig Cbittagiihg, 
The fleet tniucljeil from I>uecii lunl after aioriiiing tlie forts 
of fngdia ami Aliungir-nagure limk ptKi'CS'toh of Satiilwip 
which had been held hy the Aiakancseforc number of yenrs. 
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The Portugue^ were in the employ ot ihe Arftkaneee king 
Sudliaruia. Some of them were bribed by SKaieto K hnn 
ind induced to join hitu. The Moghul aciny proceeded to 
line city of Chittagong which wae cdaquerod by Shaiete 
Khan and itt: naoie wa» changed to Islamabad. The king 
of Arakan had a powerful navy coimisttug of 201) gaileys 
with a large number of smallboat&- " It ia a most «iirpri<ui]g 
thing," says Tavf^nier, ''to tee with whet apeed thcbs gallep 
are propelled by oan«. Some of them are so long that they 
have up to 60 oare on each side but there are not more than 
two men to each our. You loie some wbieh are much deco¬ 
rated—where the gold and azure have not been spared." 

In epite of u large array of the pirates, the Arakan army 
could not hold its own against the ahill and superiur mode 
of warfare of tlic Moghul army. Tl>e precipitous haste with 
which the Arakaneae tied from the aggresaivo Moghul army 
U a celebrated epi^iode in the lii^jtory of Chittagong and is 
called Magh Dhanni (h't. the rctreflt of the Maghrf). We 
have sonir dc.ucription of the MagJi Dhauni fu thlfi baJJad. 
It well-known that the Maghs while fleeing tow'urds the 
south biiried their grout wedih m pnrticiiIar)plnceH of wliich 
they kept records in mysterioufl signs known to themselves: 
iiinne. Long after pe;ice had been restored in the country 
they ranie hack in pnnii-i^ in ffuevt of the treapnro and 
iometinics dug up tlx* wealth fmm undurgroimd- 

Tlxirt' U mejitiun of one nich ciwe in thU ballad. In 
recent jeativ many bronze and hell-rtici.'iJ statues have been 
diMx^vrued: froin underground near Deogaon—evideaily 
buried I here during the oourse of thin gighi of the Mogh?. 
They wen? found luuldlis! up togellier in a place and no pert 
of ttu'v; !i>lnttirN was broken. Mofit of these aiv ntatUGs of 
the. Uuddhti. tn u few cn<)es other jmagoH such aa that of 
Clnrufi-b wi'.re iil'<o found. The lerrible account of the 
suifcj'mgs of ilie Magli^^ during this Magb Dhauni H still 
fnwh in the memuiy of many old men of the country who 
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fieard il from Ujcir aDC&slorM b»viDg first-iiaqd knowledge 
uf llieti). 

Tlte ArnkancM: ki[ig>‘, wlwiw crmj of mbberm and sea- 
pirab?:< ivas » lermr to lltc ctmolryj dtri^phe *t]>[>reK- 

"tiMtii, pqtnmiHiHl religion nnd did ottier goitd TL-orks, Tfieir 
iriL'ndslitjj uitli ifjo PorUigiii'st.' j)> u^l-kiiowii. 1 ^lubjoin 
Ittdnw a li-Ui-r wliicli will show tltat n king of ArnknTL built 
111 ('iiiLtuggng ai luH MWU cOi^t u CMtliolie diiircli and alfoUi'd 
n ytMJ'ly oiuloviment towards ii?* waititeiitiiiee for ilit‘ WiU’Jit 
Ilf PuriiiguiM* Cliristjiiiix IlI'Iih i'n]oyi<il great favour in tiis 
niitri. 


HlJiMor's Hovur, 
R.vmna, Dacca. 

Drtitvf iiitti 


Fnon 

liT. HKvwftGjn* d. LrnrtASti. (’.S.C.* 

Disiioe of Dacca. 


To 

Riiviuiictn Mother A^innosi; PnovisciAt, 

The Cojtvem , rtttrTAooxc.. 


Dkah llHvtutBsn Mo^rBKK, 

Ri'lnthc 10 llie lilli* uf tiic MbAion to iJie gronmls on 
wind] Hinnd ifie St. St'lieloslicil’s Ciutvent Sklioo!. Chittagong, 
I beg to smy 111.11 llr Mf^siot! is in [A>p«rssinji of UieSe 
gnniinU us titen tlw site nf the chiircb, ilie ceim'tci} null tbn 
St. Pliicid A Scliuul Inuii Utui* niiineinuiial. ni Ic.iai two 
liintdml yeatA. Tlic rtliolf' urea of Daiidel on v Inrli ilw 
Mission >.titiids itud ut which St. Selielasiten's groiiiiilt toriu 
a part was duiuiti'd to iIh' Mission l>y tlw King of Arokiici 
111 return for aervitvs fcitden'd him hy tlu' Cliristtan cmunni- 
nity of CliiliagiMig. 
n 
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Tbe Briiish Governmetit wLca it took ovvr ike a6- 
mliiiatration of Ainkaii alao honoured tbe ooiumUirjent 
of tfie former nntive [ulministmtion. Htuice tke Chittn- 
gong Govemmonl iFeasory to thin day pays the Roman 
Catholia Chupkin of Chittagong the amount granted lo the 
GImpbia by the King of Arnkan. 

Wfien the reaidenco of the Risljnp was burnt down in 
Chittagong, the Mission iirchivos were destroyed. This 
explains ttie regrettable loss of all the old documents. 
The Bishop‘a residence itaelf occupied the very site which 
you desire lo make over to ttovemment. The title of the 
possession of the Mission property lias never been called 
in question and tiio fact that Covcrttment has accepted the 
lishility of iho Arakao Ruler' in the matter of salary to 
the Roman Catholic Obapinin of Chittagong may be taken 
as proof that the Covernmeot of tlie day equally honoured 
the gift of land made by the Arakan K in g 

I do not know if documentary evidence is available, 
hut surely a prescKptive title of over two hundred yeare* 
quiet fMOaeseioD suffices to establish the right of the Roman 
Catholic Mission to the grounds in question. 

f retnnin, Dear Ecvd. Mother, 
Yours siuoeieiy, 

J. LionsNo, C.S.C., 
Biihop of DaecOt 


Portuguese pifatea—the Hannads—had occupied the 
Sand wip under their leader <^tu:alea about lb3S and he 
carried on depredatinnajon aueb an extensive scale tbal the 
merchaut-Teaseis for a bug time cessed to carry on trade in 
that part of the Bay, U was during thia time tbit one 
Mukut Roy, a Mogb chief, was the master of Chittagong 
and an ally of the Arakaneae King, 
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Some not<« «ro nc«o«»af.v for gcograpliicaJ referet>cc» 
foiuid In tKk Imllad. The pkce luiniGd 'Dfenger Puri’ 
f ) IS oTidenily ttwi port of ihe Bay wliieb ia 

odjncoDt to the oclobratod port ' Deiing ' t ). In the 
records left by tLo Portuguese we Imwe often found mimiion 
of tile Port Dyanga (?RtW), 

The islet Gobmdhya (C’tl^Kf!) tnofttioDd ii; ilie tutlind 
st&udit nottr the junction of the Karnululi with ihe Bay, 
Ii le often subuiergcd under water when tliDti* is un 
overflow of the river. But it reappeara as n shujil oouu 
after and in oouaer)uenoe cannot give a *enae <il Ht?ouriiy to 
settlers, hut U twrves the purpose of 4 couronjeiit resort 
of tbe gangs of pirates wandering in the Bay. These 
pirates after the defeat of tfie Arnkarjese king Iwt possession 
of all their eujitms of activities and carried ou tlieir depre- 
dalions oD s ainaller eoslo Jyiog hid ia ehunlB md comerB 
Dear tfwj jeasjoast. 

Pari Pia or Sliolm Pari Dia (Dwip) aa it is nuw called, 
is nn island lying about 15li miks to the south of CMtta- 
gotjg. Formerly it was an important contiv of trade. Its 
trade of I^ukha fish was once very Nourishing. The town 
of Angi seems tu bo a purl of Qunoa. 


DmESQ C&akuba Ssn 
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The Ballad of Naaar Malum 


( 1 ) 

Proyrr <iBtf Benediction, 

Firfll of Mi ita r bnw ui tfip Qrm A/Juh ; n^M 

fl« T m obeiHftiicjc 10 I he Projihet—t|ic gi ver ot ItgJu 
No m Hm worW hftve t to r4ilt my‘botm. 
b mm (jfare fo i^lare do r v ander wjtlicim any fctpd ahmkv 
I flfii not tramed ia moHje^Us motlea, mea-Hiires ond tunes 
am unknown to me. When my master sang I furtuiiuteit 
got a seal oe.ir him in order U, keej. titonn, t can reprodiio. 
from memon «>me songs trial i riesnl frotn liim. J have 
adotJtod singing of liaflads in llu; Iiouae* of rich folk 
aa JUj calling, ami ihanka to tire bjessiug of you all, j j^n 
nble to eke out a living by tbk moans. ('LL l^.J ^ 


( '2 ) 

The Heroine's Laments, 

Chorus--** Tfic sc|wr«tioji from lovo «»the rainy Jicason/' 

The k>ney stored in your Itoiise ta enjoyed by straogera 
while yon, oh fool, wnndor in foreign wnnii’riw life « 
vogaboniL 

TTw Storm has ari««ett and there »a driaalitigmin a|t firound. 
Mcmiy do tfto tui liah lift their liead over the wirfoow of 
It* stream. In Ibii. iM^UKon who wilt lx* my com(imiiu(i of 
tlie night ? Tlic cold ronies creeping into my very htmeu 
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which Ereiubbi by its force. 1 cover myeeU willi s cettnri 
A'^inllio tc warm myself. But wliut medicine is ilierc lo 
reiuov*; the (yaiu of my Leurt {cstiM-d by f^srCing from 
yon) ? 

The thuuder toils above mill the ^ky seemn to hreok and 
fnll down oa me. How ciuj I in this seiifion live jilj alone 
ill uiy hill ? The witter overilow^ the banks of the iiond 
near aiy bouiM!, uoablo to eotitfliji It^lf, but tu whom jim 
I to tell llio liilfi of in)' grief wIivjj it overflown niy been? 

The plant)* grow pleiillfiil where the hmd is Inyh^ Imt 
the plutitit ol my lio|)e nnarisliMl in chlhllutud ero ell 
(lestUtiyeil hy the litreaiti ol my ilMiiOk- 

The fish clriDki? the drops ilittt full from Jioaven (when 
rtuter IK Hcanse ImIow). Alas t there is none above to give 
me sweet drops ol hojie or coatiolotion in tUia lonely 
hour 1 

The jhitiijis plant affords shelter to the i;purrow and 
its mnto- They fly here and Hiere in daytime in ipieet of 
food but they long for union and rest in the hoiint of 
night. 

Will'll he went away he gave n ImiJc of return in two 
months. Two yuant, alss J !iave piissciL Cruel separutiou 
like tiger is gnawing my heart but if a real liger comes, 
fain would I offer myself to bo killed by it I 

Tlie youlh of a woman is like flow-tide in a river; for 
a time il bwcIIb up overflowing the banks, hut when it 
sutwrdifs IberG is anend of alt attraction ibat the riser bouals of- 

The sword unused gets rusty. The uneultivutod aoil 
In overgrown with wild planU. Eat rice when il is warm : 
tlieiv is nn joy in taking it when it is cold. 

If my youth fades wh»t good will oiibho hy your return? 
My Iwdiccof satin ouct* filted my Ijody tightly—now it in 
gelling loose. Look, the lustre of my youth ia waning by 
dogrtKa* 
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The braoeletfi of ray wrists me loose as I am getting 
thlrnier. Atixieties end [torn of scparntimi are, as it were, 
drinking my life-blood. 

Tlwi neighlKiurs tire ijuiok in spreading nil sorta of 
acimda] and they me whispering miuiy n teJe to my patents 
who i>e«m inclined to got o divorce for me from my 
husband. 

There is no lack of liccs to hum their tales of lore to the 
ilnwer whiclj is ytmr owti and uf none eUc. Alas to what 
distant sbores iiave you gone? For whom are you earning 
money? Fie on your (tesine for wealth. The thieTes nre 
watching for opportunity fo loot your store. For what 
purpose have yon gone to foreign lamia? Tell me, roy 
darling! Tf I die now, you will bo responsible to Clod for 
my death. I am not your mii^treaii, tmr was I married under 
the ■Shaitgrt system. Alns J lioing ytnir true imd legJtlmule 
wife why am I doomed to all these cruel freaks of luck ? 
{LI, 1-44.) 


( 3 ) 

Their Early Life. 

Ami nit IChntnn ia the only diiughar of her father. For 
«ix lung yearn she luis Inxm sej suit ted from tier Jmsband. 
Alda wlmt should she do now! 

Their home lies* in the village Mnjergaon. Haider U 
lu;r hitlier'a iinme. Be is n pum iiiuit living from Imml U» 
nit lilt JI 11 s .1 ihiy-luhourcf. He owns fm land, nor has lie 
niiy plough or bunock of hie own. He builds strew-slieds 
lor other [ivople niiil tJma geti« ii living ; many a day does lie 
fast for tack of fowl. Me got n aciti^iii''ttiw hut, ne already 
stated, for !*ix long ycain the yomig man gone away 
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from Lome artd uu dui> liav? ttu^y gol ycl iix tobjit ii'titjriT* 
abctuts. 

Tlie name of tUtw soji-Lri'-ljiw iii Nn^r lie ir! ihe son 
of Hjiidrr'a oi^iT This youiti' niJtn h Ukc rnuK* iif imxir 
Aminn's sorronB. i Miall retiile here rhe jitory ns to him 
ihtt itepliew became l)n' aoti-iii'loxv. 

When Nosar wjoi still in the \uiTnbof liis nintliiT, hU 
ftither died. The molfier passed litrough all Liwmvuble 
wuny imd trouble lo bring him up. 

To add to his ilt*luek the lust bis mother wlien only 
rtvo yiMrs old and from that time uaa hrouglit up in hia 
uiicle'K home- 

Xitiiar was older thao Amina by two years ; and Amiiiii 
even as a fUtIc girl laved him with all her heart* The p(X>r 
income tliey had was scarcely auffieient but siiU the pair 
were dieerful and ha^ipy in eacli other'a company, 

Naaar made toy-boats witfj biutaim leavea and floated 
them ill l)w pond* Thus the tvpo played when mere children, 
and tliGV talked* wnikeit and ate together. Like the dove 
aivd its miite tliey remained together and ronld not bear 
separation. 

The girl became now n maiden of sixteen. Youth with 
all Us charm appeared in tier person. Tbe rose bloomed 
and die lice’s mind was drunk with its honied fragrance. 
The young plant grows in the comer of tire gr(mnd,*fnim 
where it draws its Ijfc-givtiig juice h not unknown to t1u> 
rortU. The ifer|ient bntiwa its own jewel ott the hnod ami 
iba frog knows wfien Ifio rnin will come. Wben one*s 
heart feels the Ural nUrielton of love it does t>oi take a 
long lime for olhern to disijovcr it. 

Tlio lad lonknl phiinp nrid sprightly ami was in bis full 
yontliftil vigour. AuiriiA** inothor at lliis time made hint 
bur i^ir!*iii-lai\. Tin 7 hml uii wn, no |:ind 4 —nritliiiig to 
cull flicir own. Tin? daui'Mcr wan now llic oTily jimpiif 
the I anti 1y* iLl. h:tB.i 
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CM. 

Esak pursues Amina. 

Howsoever tendertjp the yuimg one of 4 cuckoo might 
be brought up in the n^st of a crow it forgetaits debt to the 
latter. It was alieer ilUJuck that led Jfasar to leave this 
house of his father'in-Iaw which had given him shelter 
when he had none. 

Tl» parents felt sharp pangs of despair whan they 
thought of their daughter .Amina. Alas who will give her a 
shelter hereafter? '* For six yeara/' they thought, “ Naaar 
has gone away, AJaal when we shall be no more^ to whom 
would Amina go seeking help? ” 

The birds fneinu and sofifr discover paddy^seeds from the 
greuml and pick them up. In the depth of tha pond tha 
fishes find oui a hole for dwelling. The lover follows the 
course of his owu mind in the same way. The bea is 
drawn by the fiower when it blooms and unpercelved by 
others, yearns for it with all its heart. 

The young man Esak secretly feclB the pan^ of love and 
often does be come to the house of Haider on some pretext 
or other. 

Amina's fatlier has gone away from home to attend 
his daily-work and the mother U also out to the ri ver-ghat, 
Amina is all alone in the Imuse. 

The moment ia opportune, Esak comes with a bottle 
of scented cocoanut oil and a bundle of betels. He knocks 
at the door and asks Amina to open it. He makes gestures 
to her with his eyes but Amina seems not to undcrtitarid 
what he hints at. With licad bent low under a veil she 
comes with a pipe and betel and offers these to Esak, As a 
fisherman throws a net at a distance and makes the near 
water muddy in order to drive the fish towards the net, 
even so does Esak take rocoursa to many a wily manmovro 
16 
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to win tlie gtrl'c heart. Bui bowHoover tinrd you lu&y try, 
oil will not mix with wnter, nor sugar with salt. Blsak and 
Amina were made likewise of opposite metaJa. They were 
not meant to bo one, (LI. 1-26.) 


i 5) 

Hit Offirt. 

Esak'a home atood in tho middle of the village. Hh 
belonged to a hoo^ with high traditions. They were 
opulent and influential. In Uie epoeioiis compound of hie 
house a big i«tl-tocim stood with fotu slanting roofa. 
Bound the homes toad was a targe ditch protecting the house 
from outside. There wati a beaulifii! room with eight slant¬ 
ing roofs made of nfu grass facing the Lank near ttie inner 
apartments, wliich was 15 feet deep, Elsak was already a 
married man ; bis wife Hamazam was ns beautiful sn tho 
fail moon. She was bom of a bigii family hut, despite all, 
Enak did not find pleasara in her company. No one can 
tell the secret course of tove—the origin and growth of love 
ta a mystery. Some flml joy in drinking milk and othera 
wine. 

Ever since Esak sow Amina Kliatun tie fell in desperate 
love. It pierced hts heart tike a apoBr. Tfio pangs are not 
to be healed or suppresKCd—..Ihe more one tries to do so, 
the greater is the hurt one oanses to oneself. 

Eaak could not bear the nnguUh of hU heart any longer. 
He approartied Haider one day and opened his mind to him. 
'* My heart.** ho Baid, '* breaks at the thought of Am| na*K 
Borrows. If she agrees to marry roe 1 will take the cliarge 
of maintenance of Iicr paiento on myself for life. On tin 
fertile banks of the Saokha I will give you eight kania 
of land. The earn and the nose of Amina will glitter with 
gold-flowurets weighing a tola eoch. She will have a gold 
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crowti ivitti jowdtleit irjudtmts for LiiJr lieail twtl vaUinUlo 
brHcvlci!;^ for Uer tuimls. Voii linvu liec^iue ntiil it does 
not beconu: yon to lnl>uiir liard. 111 cno yoti in ttie present 
oondttbo ba<ir itte weigJii of iiiixietieit for Aininu. t will 
make you ooiii|>Iutely fnH' frciin jill anxieties for tlie ^iike of 
yoitraelf and of Aiuiiiit. 

Haider bent down hb^ head for a Uttto time and thought 
over the mutter. He than said, " Will you treat Aintua aa 
a slaTre?" 

Etude Miid, “ Thi» can never lie. If ‘itin is to lie treated) 
OK A slave what will people say of the tngh pa^ntigo of our 
family at such a troAtihenl of one who Ia in lie my lawful 
wife? I iriiI present you with eight fcnrtw of land, and 
envor her bead, arm* auA ears with jaweTs and gold," 

Haider said. " All right. Indintjd nm 1 to favour your 
jiroposaL Tlie linal word of ounseiil I will give you on 
knowing tlic mmd of my people," 

Thir uiotficr came and bpoke to Amina all about this 
propotia]. 

Amina ^at tkcndiiig her head dowinvardu. Sho lifted not 
IkT iH'iid, nur said ti d. But ^o alltJcled wa* Blie by the 
offer that for four days uliu did not take her Hsiiiiil locate, nor 
slept oi night. (Ll. 1-40,J 

( G ) 

The klagicwn atid Hiit ArL 

In that vdhtge tlnaie w.-ik u man named Budhii—^ati expert 
magician wiis lie. Ha [lerfuniiGd hidooua rites, and 
it ifi said, hy exorcinma, inantnta. and incantations could 
do marvels. A woman suffering frmii delivery pain 
was easily euretl if sUu took a little fruiii llie Ijvlel-leaf 
ma<1iT poteui hy his ningic kniclt. He solil lockets of 
wonilerful power, whtch if a woiubh woro, she forgot lier 
immo Riid hearth, and a uian rtlwi won- it gained hi* wisIkn 
in 110 time. His [jcket had sudi high vffiracj that one 
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wiabing to win this heart o! a perfect stranger could eaatlj 
<h> so by its power. Ite ebarm, if be so deairaJii wouJd create 
iU-feeHng» between two linked together by the warmest 
affection and thej would fall out with one another in no 
time. If it was new moon on a certain Saturday or Tueo- 
day, Budha would go hunting after some roots of plants. 
He gatltered curling hair from a woman's heud and a 
portion from tbe crown she wore on the night of inar- 
linge, nails cut cf! fmm one's fingers, and a few tbreada 
trooi a ivomaii's juri—all these he pacJted together in a 
bundle and imparted pwer tu the ingredients and thiis 
made an infallible remedy for which night and day people 
thronged at the house of Budha the magician and healer. 

Some one came with a cup of vegetable oil, others with 
betels lor being turned efficacious by the touch of this man 
and they presented him with baskets fuli of brinjala acid 
other edibles. They offered Eilm ftue rice, esculent roots 
and Bundries in profuse quantities, and Budha was right 
glad in accepting these gifts from pifople, with outEtretebed 
hands, (LI. 1-18.1 


£?sak and Budbo. 

8o it turned very well for Budha's trade all these long 
years. He took excellent rice and curry of dab in the day 
time, he drank cupful of buff'alo's milk and in the night 
be wap servad with curd and butter. His granaries wem 
full of rice and hie chest full of gold and silver. By tbe 
trade of a magidan Budha had become a man of great 
power and riches. Hia fame had spread far and near, and 
attracted by his name Esak one day approached him. 

In hia licart there was dre, and his face hliiBhod with 
shame. Half by geatuies attd halt by words and partly by 
movements of bis head Enak tried to explain his miasion to 
tbe magician, for he beked erepression to speak out Ms mind. 
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Biidha. 

** \Vdl aufitcr, wliJit it is thht Itaa bfotigiit ^ovi to me 11 
understand that some lady ta at the luot o! all your tronhls^ 
Will you tell me ’who she is ? ” 


Etak. 

■'It is Haider's daughter. You know, sir, that this man 
ta my dose ocighboaT—hia house stands to the north at the 
path leading to tlie market-place. 1 must at any cost gel 
hU daughter Amina, Save me, oh Propliot, fram the pangs 
at death which I am suHering. ToU me the roeaneof 
winning her. I can tell you, eir, in couhdence, elnoe thia 
home of love has grown in my breast 1 have loat all taste 
for food, and when 1 go to steep It ta her thought that 
occupica me and upsets all my attempts to close my eyes. 

■' Ten (front ol land, twenty buHaloes with adequate im¬ 
plements of cultivation ’will I give you sod rest assured, air^ 
that whatever money you may reaiiDnably expect from roe 
you will get m full—’’not b whit less then your cxpccto^ 
tione. The rats ere destroying the rice stored b my 
granaries. Alas! 1 have no heart to watch them and d» 
other duties of the held ; Amba is the sole object of mf 
thought and roy mind is full of hitter sorrow for her,'' 


Budka. 

'■ Early in the morning to-morrow, go to the hnmte ol 
Nosir, when he will set bis bullocks for extracting oil. 
Watch the prooea- You are to fetch from there the first 
seven drops of oil that will come out of bts grinding 
machine. 
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* On next Saturilay bring theac !>evcrt dro^ In a 
lo me—I will utn>ly my tuagio to lljc^c mid then I will 
see Jiow the beautifLil Aoijua would resist Hie [Hiwer of my 
charm." 

Ksak lost [ill patiencOi, lilke a bird feeling n desire to 
ily. hiB mind bcoame reatJe^ and finmd no joy in hoiuedilc. 

Like the flaml during llic r aiti^ rtishiiig utiwjirds wiLliout 
knowing which way it will How, his mind was mwottled 
and wanted to break a new path lor itcekiiig Lappings, not 
knowing which Uirti it sliould take. 

His mind was void of pteaRure and he "iearei'ly itpoke; 
but like a sly cal seeking Lhc hole of mis, his mind was 
in (jucBt of some secret means to find its goal. 

He now fraquuntly called on Bndlia and iqicncd Jus 
mind freely to him and disensfied ways and means to win 
Amina Bibi. ILL 


( 7 ) 

rfte MttiiAurfcs of PamiU ami Atnum't FHgbt. 

In ihfi uicantinic the parents of Amiini one dny said to 
her, *' Wail in the house j we wilt go tn pay a visit lo a 
relation of oum. Unr stay, dear daughter, will ht* short and 
we will return by evening at lhc utmost." 

Clad m a strijicd iuNf^i and with a black ooal on, Esat 
looke«l at a mirror while putting his cap in the right pluce 
on hia hcBil. He rtit)l)od the magic oil given by Rtidiui on 
hia face. Dressed in a decent aiiire BsJik cama out of Ins 
house. 

The Run bad just set and ditrkticss ww slowly covering 
tlw cartli. In (lie lioriston the thin crcsocnt^sliuptHi disk «f 

moon had jmt nppcaic-d. Evak ••nvl Jiis gluin.vr iHhind 
him tmw jind then, and Rii'adily ndvanovd towards iho Iiqum! 
of Haider. 
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The was shut Crum outside, and is the house there 
ATds DO tamp Esak stayed outside. Atast the magic oil 
Joel rtll efficacy, where was the girl gone to ? On the shoal 
tho ristiemian had placed food to tempt tl^e hib, hut it did 
not turn up. Thu khetla was ready, hut the wild ekplumt 
did not ester it. Tlie hint *fakuL‘ escaped the trap laid lor 
it. The monkey ilid sot full into the set spread for it,—the 
banana that was placed to tempt it failed to attract. 

Esnk w-alkcd ail round tlic house the whole of tlje 
uighi, expecting tlx: retiim of Amina. Ti>e gnats attacked 
him and drank bis blooti all the time, tn the morning tiie 
disa]ipuinted youth returned home in a dejected spirit. 

Now (vfies the time for supper was up the parents re- 
turned Imme but found llie house sacant. Near the lioor 
Amina luid left ifcr two ear-ring». Kiie had also left her satin 
bodice and the nose-ornomeiit that she Msed to wear. 

" Oh my parrot 1 wliai pain, whnt grief eeiKed you that 
you cut open the bars of the cage and to which land have 
you flown away in the <{arkncsa of Itie evening! ” 

We will here stop the narrative of Amtna and resume 
tla? story of Naair, (LK 1*30.) 

( 8 ) 

Vhitiiludes af Fortunt: Nasty $ New Life ina Strange Land. 

In the port of Ohittagong there was a fine sloop called 
' Jfome.’ Naair had become the captain of this ship. The 
king Sbekendar was making a chart of the tea for the 
poasago of his ships over the diirep. The chart was prepared 
by the king with tlie Itelp of a bird called Hlramon which 
had a miraculous (lower-^it could indicate where the sec 
was deep and wlicre its water was shallow. Tire best 
sailors were engaged to steer the sloop aright. Naair at 
fitat appointal tut a Lnakar gradually showeid lijs singular 
merits and made a map to the full satisfaction of the king 
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Shekfinttar. Rc wn^ raiHCHl to Ilia pox^t of captnin nod bla 
fame aprcAil far and near for expcrltiMS tti ctoerlng the 
ahip<*. Re COut*l observe the afars !>t]d stud; the wcathar> 
Hu wa^ infnlinple in finding the right thrcnigh the 
deep. From the motion of the mnfi, lie could presage a 
coming storm. From Ltie poaitioTi of a LaRkar he became 
a cajiialn and amiVyseil large wenltlu At this siuge lie 
went to the sontljern islnnde and built at a port calfbd Angi 
a iHiitse on the fiea-coaat. 

Here Na$.ir tlie caplaiii Fieenmc a dealer of varioui goOt]a> 
This port was inbahikvl by n or-rango people. The women 
were devoid of all siTiise of modesty and did uot otison'o the 
castnnia of /j^nann. The male tiicmbem of the house cooked 
mrols null did other duticH of tlie kiichen, aud the women 
wx-nt out for marketing. They would not relish 
fish jir 111 for ring Niippi'—cho rotten fiati, in their diimcrs. 

t)ui' gem nausea if one hears what the^e [icoptc eat. 
They fry *C*ilri*Pl in oil and unt liiem. TJie women 

wear rich Uiami ciotli but only three nml a half feet long 
wliieh tliuy wrap roiind their in a single fold. They 

crop ihcir hair in the ftuhri fashion uacil oUewIieio by men 
and cover llioir breast with an anjji ta sort of btouise). 
They keep betels in small Ikisicb with them anti offer iLeec 
to strangers while they attracc them with ninny a gesture. 
Genrnilly they art liand-suue and lluur bahri Lair they 
hind lino a fold III the Tnanner of n ffnifflinbo ilowermt 
ihrir hrmU, Wrily llndr hi casts took like ripe Naren^ii 
fruits ((iraiigch). Ik'imtifel gulden eiir-rings called .Vudhmiy 
inovD lu and fro as they sbwly wnlk tii the pcil>lic- streets 
and tiny' friTciuciilly iiaHl Utuir gtniicej. an paseers lij, 
winning tbctu t>y ificir Hin'ile. 

When Nrtsir cimm Ui tfit.^ country vvlicto women were 
in (lovver, Iw could not rv:iisi thii ideirm of the young ladies 
of the place. 
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In this town of Angi tbore lived a person of grent in- 
duence and wealth. HU naote waa Mafo. He had a 
dftiightor whctfje beauty was the anbicci of talk everywhere ; 
she WM sixieen years old and her colour was bright as that 
of a cJiampak flower. Youth gave her a sprightlines# which 
mjide her gait attractive to everyone wlio aavr her walking 
in the public street in gay steps. 

Mafo bnd amaased iricalth by gelling drie<l ftflh, Nasar 
visited hift house one day. He eaw Akhiin proparing betela 
in a comer of the big hall of her father. .\ charm pUy^ on 
her face Ukf moon-heama and there was a sweet smile on 
her lips. As she glanoed Iters and there her eyes moved 
playrnlly winning the minds of youngmen hy the charm of 
her brows. Her colour bright as that of n cfiompalr flower 
fascinated Nasir'a mind. The three letters (love) 

have a mysterious force. One who yields to their fascination 
becomes lost to all sense of atiamc and honour. Niglit and 
day Nii^ir visito now the boiise of Mafo. He thought not of 
his borne which he had deserted, nor of his own beautiful 
Amina who pined in his absence. He forgot alt llw 

little iojB and sorrows shared by each in tlwir childbood, 
he forgot that smiling face of Amina which was once his 
sole joy of life. He forgot his old playmates of homo and 
all asMciations of the past. Hia mind was now filled with 
one image—it wait that of Akhim who had maddened him 

with her beauty. 

One evBoing Mefu ww not ®i home and ^'asa^ cams lo 
his bousse. Akhim was alone tiicre and she offered him a 
betel with some significant gestures. Nasir fell a desire 
which be oyold hanlly reeial. In fad both felt that day 
that their love was muiiial and that they had advaiioed too 
far to recede. 

The jeweller knows the quality of stone, and tbs gold- 
amith knows hii gold. When in love one canfwithe 
other’s mind fuUy. The tiller knows the soil he till® and 

17 
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the bofltman the ciirrent of the canal through which he 
passes. An expert musician hnows l>ow to keep time with a 
!*ong, A trader knows hie husiness and a rich man 
the value of money. One wlio han tasted ttie Joys of 
love knows full well llie Mibe of one’s beloved who 
liss won his heart. An expert captaiii ran perceive the 
approaches to a shoal from a distance, Nnsnr in the a ann* 
way, tJiough he wna a stranger, knew what metal fair 
Akiiim wfis made of, and priKed her. 

Mflfo lito noble citizen watclicd the procesit of iliis love- 
iilTnir with mtcrest and then wnaentetl to hie Hflnghtcr's 
marriage witli Nnsar according to the rites and t'eremonies 
prevalent in that oounlry. 

There is no trust in tfie i^ows near a hill (onv iitomeni 
they may be aeiaed by a tiger) and there is no trust in the 
ItouEos. Iiowever magnificent, on the books of a large 
river/ no trust m the nife of n Krajfomcdnii and in the 
oenrd of n Hindu. * In .t)| these there is no Iriiat, no 
teciirity. I warn you my auiUence—do not believe in 

ihcjii. 

Nasar was now ateq*d in Joy gelling Ihia y-onngtady fur 
118 wife. AlaaJ how could lie rorget Amina who was the 
life of hiA life—>ouly a few daya ogot tiJ, 1 * 78 .) 


O) 


dmiito'j SoTTotvi, 


Oh, my tioatman for what shore are vou boiiud, plying 
yonr oar in tlic ebb-tide 7 On Ik- haiikVof tk river flow¬ 
ing near my fjitkr g bome there are mango-trees in rows 


JJa ‘!;r'^ *w.? . 1 - of Ih. 

lib. Supw. 

* Thi. »l.r. h)»| Mrio. i. ofabfa. 
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wliicli yield crops of Iniils in profuaioo fuid ihe jacks are 
to ho Bttsn plentiful in their proper seaaon. The tong 
gourd I saw full-grown in the compound of our borne ; 
alas I 1 do not know what has become of itt There are 
pitcliere in my home full of water and fiijm them I qnenclfed 
my ihiret—-how often mj thirsty lips wab for a cap of 
water from them again 1 In that liouae of ours there ia a 
Karai tree the leaves of which make a reatling sound, 
when the wind passes through them- My mind yeArm for 
n aighi of that old dear Karai tree t Oh brother boatman^ 
teU my parents if you happen to meet them, that I am 
willing to go again to my home which I have left- co that 
I may dine with tliem oa of oId< 

1 have left my home aloe I owing to ihe intrigue of 
that wicked man who lias behaved as ft foe- But my 
ilMiick has been mainly created by Naaar, He ie aUve 
but I pass my days like a widow—it is all for that cruel 
husband of mine. 

Oh my parental you reared me up from childhood with 
great affection-hut ftt the end you have caused me great 
sorrow- What would you. alas, do with eight Acfits of land 
on the fertile banks of the Sankha? There is a deep wound 
in my breast. How can the pain be .leauagcd by wearing 
golden ornaments? What shall I do with buffaloes, plouglw 
and acres of land? I oould feed you by huaking rice in the 
bouses of neighbours and doing other jobs for them. You 
tried to pick up tlm apear that had pierced my breast, but 
in your aliempt to do so, you Lave, oh my parentG, made the 
aore more painful and the point of the spear liss penetrated 
deeper into the region of my heart I 1 have already aold 
my heart to one and can it be possible for me to give it 
again to another? 1 have suffered greatlv though I am 


, cl bh ^-1. «=*«iir vt- Til* 
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yet quite a youujy girl. Ho w can I preecrrc my youth for my 
husband from the ioevitable decay to which it is doomwl 1 
Youth with a woman ifi not tihe n fruit to he eaten and 
enjoyed by nil \ it is not a commodily of the market to be 
sold : neither b it n piece of fortune which may he distributed 
as presents Rmongst friends and relations. Oli my parents, 
you cflimot understand what slufl my mind ia made of. 


( 10 ) 

Thus did hMiUifnt Amiuft mdiiTge in her grief. Sitting 
on iho bank of a river and recollecting her father and 
mother site cried day and night. Two months passed 
since she had Iiift her fat her'a home and during this time 

her suJTejing wns great. 

Many a village, many n river and canal she passed 
through- Many wicked men, mi scrupulous youliis of loone 
morals, templed Imi—but though her trouble was great for 
n time, none could touch a hair of liar head. Wljon a 
amitU river runs to the sea who can obatnict it ? Ods can¬ 
not get the moon in bia hand though he stretches his hand 
for It. Tite greatest wealth of a woman is her cliaracter * if 
she is sincerely bent on keeping it nwwilad. there is no imln 
however wicked or powerful, who can do her any harm. ' 

Amina in course of her wanderings found a shelter in 
the liouse of one Sbek Gafur. an inhabitant of tiju village 
Ushakhali. H« was eigliiy years old. Fanning wa, fiis 
professmn. One could ace him every evening returning 
from bia fields with a plough on las shouidcre. His brows 
and hair of Urn breast had grown white and a fine stuff of 
while beard 3 ft. 3 in. long gave a dignity to his look His 
wife. ^ old huncii-back. bad lost her night. There was none 
to cook meals for the pair and llicj often fdi the abarp 
pangB of hunger. Though be had a large Htock of food- 
grama in hia granariw and a good number of buffaloea and 
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bulb in Uie shells n<^a^ bis liouw, it vi&i ill hick timt mads 
him miserablt!, Tdr he had no Issue. The old niatj, despite 
his plentiful resources, watt a pitiable niiseriutd he worked 
the whole day for esrm'pg money in ihis advsjited ngc- He 
hraughl H child and adopted him hut wlien Providence i& 
against a man, vain ia it for him to seek happiness in the 
Avorld, The child died creating a rend in tlm heart of tlie 
unlucky pair which could not be easily repaired, 

Gafur fdt very miserable with ilie old huucli-hiick his 
wife. Wlien they were thus spending their days in iin- 
bappineaa Amina came to their house. Bhe fell proetrale 
at the feet of Gafur and called him her footer'fnthor. She 
told the whole ecory of iier post life. The compaaeion of 
Uw old mnn was rouaed and he readily admitted her to his 
house, when? after many a day of intense eufloring slie now 
found M rofugo. The lioine of the old farmer, covered with 
darkness, seemed to be tfnddeuJy illuminated hy a lamp. 
She cooked meals for Gafur and his‘wife and served them 
with tender affection. Tbeoldman thanked God with n Bin- 
cere heart that at lest the Lord had giveu liim a daughter. 

In the evening Amina took charge of tfie hiillocks re¬ 
leased from day*8 work und bound them with ropes in the 
shed. Blicg&ve them grains and gross and then came loher 
foster-father with a hoakn ready with tobacco. She cooked 
meuls twice o day. The old woman had no tcoih, und 
Amino pounded betels and apke for her so that she roiild take 
them at ease. The tjunch-haok right gisi] at thie ottculion 
from the girl often kissed her to allow her great affection, 
Anaiits speLl her days in her new iKune in comfort and 
happiness tint still she eecretly shed (cars at the rcculkction 
of her parents. (Ld. X-hfl.} 


ill) 


tu the south of the Hay thorn is an island culled Pari- 
dia (isle of the fairie.il. It b said that fairiea dwelt iheiti 
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in tfiG nlileii ttim-!. They ii'ied to ttiight nn tliP nhuftw from 
the itky ami iifivu married uiuu, A.iid gradually a lliiL’k p<)- 
pniatirtn grew in Lhe iniaftfl as pwplt lliruiiged then; from 
many places. Tho fairies lied nvi/ay in course of time and the 
ifilund became n large hubitaItem i4 uteri ivilli tuarkci-ptace:^ 
jiiid roLidB. A largo number rtf fiBherracii carried un their 
tmdu ill the deep waters of the Bay and they dried the £ish 
they caught in the sunny shores of P&ridia, lo course of 
time Paridia grew to be a flourishing centre of fish-trade 
and people from distant pinces came to carry oii their 
biiainesa there. 

Mule hod heard from hi a town of Angi about the grow* 
ing importance of Pmidia a« a cuntre of fish-lrade, He 
WAS told that fish from that island if brought to hfs natiTe 
place would fetch double profits—especially Lhe rvell-known 
'fankhn fish *—^whlch was tn be found in Peridia alone and 
had 0 wide repute for its excellent noalitj. Mafn thought 
as to how he could go to that, imlind for oonductLog hsli* 
trade. 

He calleil his soti-iit-law Kasar to him and ndated the 
tak' be had lieanf about Fnridia and asked his advice as to 
how the far^faiuei] jiiukha fifth of that place could be brought 
to bis country. Naior pondered over die matter for a little 
time oud then said," I will myself go to that island, lather. 
If the sails can catch ibe i^uithem wind it will take V2 rlaya 
to reach that island. Anyhow T assiiro you that T shall 
return home within a month," 

He went to Akbini to bid her farewell and said," I shall 
be away from benne for a month only. Do not grieve, my 
love, over this short aeparatiun. 1 will an rely return wlthia 
the time." 

Akhiui smiled and said, ** Lto not *ake anotJior wife them 
in the meamtuiL>" 
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It was about the middle of Pebmarj. Tbe 
gale was blowing, N.w was coming to llic nortiwm shores 
from Angi, Hb Bhip had tweniy.iwn m\s wJiich nuiile a 
great fldiTauig Koiind as she proceeded onwards, and (he 

rowers sitting near the prow merri if sang ■ San’tongs'as 

thej rowed. They advsneed towarcbnorth and on their right 
5»de lay the great fthores of the tea, Nasar saw aWve hi, 
head prettv birde of differem colour nvmg up. and on Lis 
left small isles of the winch displayed a ncti variety of 
fiorgwtta flowm. It was a nohle sight to sec in ilie« smatl 

is anda the flmt avi-miea of cocnaimt trees. Tl.e coconmits 

Wl rm till- sea thonsantia and they looked lib foama 
of the waves drifted liy its current. There w^re besides 
atniil iFiajidft %vhicli iiad no tree, no plant, mi 
presented a moimtonoiiB view of sands. There himdreds of 
•^ocodilM were seen resting on the Jam! end rnjoviim sun. 
shjDc, The crocmliJes btebd large egg* nliich the'v covered 
with sftiidf, ntitl ihe^e huge nnimnlB could hewen in Wp 
nmnbre stretched out on I he sandii with eves cjiimnerini? 
iu silence. A little m the wt»t were seen shool« of varicnia 
Tiiorc were to be seen enormous snabs, oaJlrd 
kaltmdar, In tin- jiingtiH.. wiiidi aboimd thero. Jived 
hnffalnes, and other ntiimnis, which living for a 
shoal casQy swanr soross tt. mtottier. saw luaav 

shoals and manj isles inhabNed hy men as his ship (lew like 
a bird in the mid'Sea. 


Halped hy fnvmirablc wind Xoanr reached Paridm in abi 
days, ordmarfly 0 joumey of twelve days. Arriving there 
Na^ar Uwk eiire m purchase laidhn bh of the bst quaJjiy 
When the ship was fouded he tlioiighi of ib difflcuUf of 
0,™yl..ck He »0«u „„ g, 

Wind He advjMKl ib captain m steer (he ship mirfhward 
and after they had passed (hr™ days he onlered the ship 
Ttnciocjir itt a p]jtct> ealM jj^e * Mujlstvr gram/ (L]^ j 
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Nai&r came U) the boihsc of his former fatber-in-law, 
Ilaidor. The old man had died and Nasar’a Biothef-m*1»w, 
old and decrepit, now lived by Iwgging from door to door. 
Nobody was there to enquire nt»«it her as to if site starved 
or wna living at all. The house stood with broken waUfl. 
The roof loakcd and the whole presented a look of uliuflsl 
wrctcliedness. 'Where lias Amina gone?' (haoght Nasar. 

There wag a liritijal plant in the compound which yielded 
crops all round the joar. It had flowered, Nasar eat in the 
wretched hovel abnc looking to these flows. Tbe day 
drew to Q close but nobody camo to that deaorteii bouse. 
Nasar thought. “ Mas I what ghost had seised me I Why 
did 1 go abroad 1 Attracted by tbe joys of a foreign land I 
never cared to think what would occur to the Immates of 
this htivise. Alas t hqw great ly they must have suffered for 
my aakol " When he thought of Amina hie eyes began to 
shed iaceaaunt tears. The drops fell on his breast one by 
one. while be silenUy regretted bis foUy in leaving the 

house. 

No one camB there, alas none I Tho evening paased. 
Despairing Nasar Mtno out of the Imusa with* grief piercing 
his heart like a spear. 

He came to tlie markot-plaoe and became a guest in 
A house. Tlicre he talked with people, who told him 
nrange atories in which truths, ball-tniiha and lies Biixed 
freely. “ No justice in Ihie world, friend, no equity, no 
trust in men," they said. " Amina wos not chaste in her 
heart—the ruin of her parents was brought about by 
iKir wickedness. This bad woman left her old parents 
and abaconded with eome bad fellow. To what place aho 
has gone we do not know. Old Haider died of broken heart 
and the old woman, hifl wife, fibortly after fell down on 
the ground in grief never to liao again." 
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He heard these stories, Thai night he neither toofe hie 
menla nor shut his eyes for a moment in sieep, <L|, 1-28,) 


< 13) 

The force of the wnnl incrcsaed and Saanr nrnv wanted 
to start home wards. The captain and the sailors did not 
approve of hJs intention. But he did not listen to ibeir 
couufld, Tima does a fly fail into lire—-when ita destiny 
caiJs it to deatli. When tlie Bhip came to the mid-sea fleree 
winda began to blow, tlireatenmg lo ujwet it with goode and 
all. The flow-tide had sot in and the gale waR tremendousiy 
forceful. Hard was it for the captsin to ateer the ship 
aotithwards, Tlie thunder roaned and lightning fleshed. 
The blach clouds marched swiftly in the slcy looking 
like demons. The sailors, tlie rowers, the captain and the 
Tcndal all cried in despair, ^The force of the gale increased 
and nobody's head was steady at the menacing lo- k of the 
sty. Tliey thought that the presiding angel of the sea waa 
showing all hla destructive might, iind there was no rescue. 
Nosar himself went to the helm and held it with bis own 
hands. The waves of the Bay raised tb% heads os big m 
htli-tops. From both sides the big waves came rolling 
and dashing, and the sailors lient their breasts in despair. 
Seme of them pledged ofleiings to Saitit Badnr, some 
licgan (o cry aloud recollecting their little children left at 
home. Some loudly screamed indicating their agony of 
heart. Baying, ' Hsb 1 no more bIiilI] we rae«t our {Barents, 
our brolheie and relations;' one lamenred—' Alas I ehe 
who is doorer far than life will no more gladden my 
eye«. .Alasl destiny had reserved my death in this mid¬ 
ocean. Why did I lose my senses and come here at the 
counsel of these drug-eaters? How sad i| it that there ia no¬ 
body lo make ei'en a grave or oofiin for me at ttie hour of 
IB 
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death. No MoUah will recite the uaual naered texts when 1 
shall give up tu; breath.* 

The ropes of the sails were tom to pieces auil the tuast 
broke. There were great uproar and ooosteroation on board 
the ship. The ship could not be restralnecl and like one gone 
mad she morcbed heedlessly, drifted by the wind till she 
reached lUe islaiui called ' Gobadhya.' (LL 1*3^.) 


{ 14 ) 

The western sea in those days was t he resort of Barmads 
who plimdercd aU boats nod ships Llmt fell in their way. 
They would loot all they foimd and if tlie orew ofiered any* 
thing tike resistance, they cut their throata a nd killed them 
without mercy. In the Immeniu! deep the Haritiadi were n 
terror. So the sloops in those days went in a body,—a 
good nnmbei of them togetber all compact, when they 
bad to travel a Tong dietanco by sen. The sailors and 
the crew took with them guns and gunpowder, spears 
and other we.ipons. On the south of the Kaicba lay 
the port of Dinng end from that port the ships all started 
on sea-voyage, forming a atrong fleet ready to meet the 
foe whan ocoasion arose. 

Nosar'e sloop came to Gol;adhya and was stranded on 
the sand. This was a notorioita resort of the Harmada. 
Many a sailor and owner of ships had here Bocountered 
great dangers. Tbs storm ceased and ebb-tide commenced, 
Tlio water aiihsided and the night looked grim in its 
impenetrable darkness. 

The island of Gobadbya was a dreary tract, full of 
sand and nothing else. Hot a grass, not a straw was 
to be seen there. There was no mark -or sign to indicate 
the way to the traveller, and Kasar could not know hia 
whereabout4, nor the diroction bo sltouid foEiow, The 


131 


THE BALLAD OF NARAB MALUM 

eami filJeiJ ihe deck of the ship nnd site hecame fixed to » 
spot witliout any power to move. 

In the morning the flow-tide would licgiii^ releasing the 
the ship from her strandei] (tjnditioii. fn expectation they 
all sat together wiahiog for the approach of the dflwn. They 
guarded with care the wealth that lay io the ship and 
discussed the Way they should take to cross the sea* 

The night was nearly oper and iJmj flfgt streaks of the eaet 
appeared in the horixon. TJie Hanuads were lying in 
ambush in the western ahoaffl, TIi* sim‘s dish rose aa if 
were from Itte sen and peered through ilje cast. At the 
flight the birds of the sea began to cry wifdly, and gradually 
the flow-tide m in. merging the island in water. The 
Harniada were seen at a distance busy observing their ship 
with the help of telrHi<!opft.s, Nasar felt a shudder at tlie 
aight of the miscreants. 

Tod or twelve nf them approacM Kasor, dressed in black 
trousera. Some wore short red coats and turbans on their 
beads. In tfie belt of their waJats they had Bcnhbarda bound 
tightly and they had guns in their hands. The blood 
in the veins of Nasar became froiten in fear. The 
captain and the aallora found their limbe paralysed and could 
Dot tDDV? tbciir Imuds and 

The first thing the robbers did waa to hoIdKosar tightly 
by the neck. They dapped bis cheekfl and the blows were 
BO anddon and severe that Nasar fell down on the deck. Hia 
eoilore and other men lay more like dead than living 
beings viewing with their timid eyes the action of the 
robbers. 

The next thing the Harmoda did was to bind them all by 
strong ropes and then enter ttie ship fpr plunder. 

They diecm'nred great riohea by breokiog open the cheste. 
Right glad were they to find a large miantity of Biirmeee 
gold there. The flow in the aea attained its higJtcet point 
and it was now an easy task for the robbers to drag down 
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the ehip from tlie Etnnds Anti float liar in the sea. The 
liCiipf ol liricf! fish had become wet end now being 

eapoifcd to tlie ra}» of the »tm a bad odour emanated from 
tbom and hundreds of boo‘ birds camo swooping down {roni 
(he sky and sdml large luimlicrs of these goods. The rultuies 
which flew above the sea, the sea-pigeon nad other birds all 
assembled in huge numbers over this booty, and it became a 
problem to the robbers os to bow to preserve the fish from 
the birds. 

The great ship of Nnaar with all its valuable goods was 
now in tlw possession of tltc tlsnunds and they swiftly marched 
homewards with their loot. (LI. 1-54.) 


(15) 

Now let me resume the story of good Amina. She 
was quite in comfort in the honee of Gafur. But his 
wife the huncb'bnck died and the home was now quite lonely. 
Gnfur’a great uniieties ivere now centered in Aminii—" If 1 die 
whnt will tiefall the lot of this girl? How will mj riches be 
preaen'tsl? "—He pondered over the problem for many a day 
and at lust called Amina to his presence one day and saidj 
" 1 jvm your foeter-fatfaer and you have been a true daughter 
to mo ever aince you came hero. Who will protact my lands 
and other properties? I have settled that I nhall give you 
in marriage to a suitable youth. This world ia a very 
wicked place. How can you tliink of living with the lichee 
that 1 will leave you, all alone in the house? I wUl sdeet for yon 
a hatid^mc and clever youth. Do please agree to marry again. 
There is no knowing where your husband has gone for these 
kiia yvaro. How long will you wait for him? According to 
our scriptures practically a situation has been created for yon 
when you may claim the piivUege of a divorce from your 
husband. Oh my daughteri—l am bearing a call Irom the 
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other work). Give your uobeflitatLng coneeot lo iny requent 
so that I may dk in pcaw/' 

Amina when she heard Gafur'a words fell jrt his feet with 
tears in her eyes atvd said, ” Ob tny revered father, pray, 
bear my word. 1 have no tbiret for worldly pkoaurt. Do 
not tempt and try to create a desire in my mind that k long 
extinguLshed, My own parents had made a request like this 
end I fled from my home to avoid them. OL my foster- 
father do imt cause fresh pain to my lacerated heart. Pray, 
do not touch that delicate topic again.** 

Gafur became silent on hearing Amina's words. He 
was sorry but did not press his requCE^t. As usual he went 
to the field the next rooming, attended to bis daily duties 
with plough and other implements of cultivation. Thus 
did the old former go on ploughing hie fields from day to 
day^ end they continued to yield him variona crops of the 
seaeon all round the year. (Ll. 1-36.) 

< 16 ) 

I ehal! now relate to you many things which are not 
known to nil. Yet these are facte and not creations of my 
fancy. 

There waa a grejit war and the wJwle country was in a 
fltete of anarchy. The Burmese people took panic and 
burying their gold, ailver and other rkbee underground, 
left Chittagong in precipitous haste marching towards 
south. 

One night some of these Burmese men suddenly appeared 
in the bouse of Gafur. There was a mound in the north of 
the compound of bis bouse. The Burmese all came to this 
deserted spot and surrounded it with great interest and 
vigilance. 

The farmer Gafur took his stick and weapons in band 
and camo out of the bouse. He said to Amina, " To^y 
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my Iniit, Amino. These Burmese n'ilt kill me otroighL 
'I'herc in the bamW plotfnnii inside the house little yonr- 
oelf n» heat uo'ynu con. Tl iticse ArakAuo»« can get 4 cine 
they ore sure to plnnder you," Gafur wao eighty years old. 
Ho could hardly walk erect. He reeled and staggered in 
iiiM altompb. Amina got upon the platform ns directed. 
The old man came up before the Blraiigefs supporting him* 
self by hiN stick. The Burmese said, "l>onot be afmidi 
old riiim. This humestead once belonged to us. How often 
ive played here as children T We bear recollection of 
our dear mother wlmse lap was our brat resting place. Then 
we got down to the play'ground and sported with our com- 
redes. We buriitd twelve vessels full of gold coins under 
ground here ond went awsy to Uve with our unde." As 
tliey were talking in thi* strain they dug open a spot and 
brought hoard?: of gold coins kept in twelve jars. ” Now 
old inan,’' they aaid," you have gtiarded this great wealth of 
oars all this time and you deserve a reward at our bands. 
Take two jars out of these twclw.’* Baying this the 
Arakanew left the place in great speed and had gone far away 
before ii was morti. The old man. took possession of the 
two jara. He brought them lioloro Amina and opening the 
{.'ontents found them to be alt gold coins. 

It was s» if a childlees man got a child all at once. He 
knows not how and where to keep the treasure secure, and 
timidly glances at ihe jars. 

Old Gafiir after consulting with Amina at last burled the 
wealth again underground. 

They passed sometiuie more in the bouse in the usual 
tuanner but shortly after the summons from above came 
upon old Gafur who said to Amina a little before he 
ettpired; 

■' Stretch your hands towards me, dear daughter.*' And 
when she diil «o, he placed her hands on his bosom. Amina 
uegan to cry whereupon he said, *' Wipe the leara away. 
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1 caonot resist niy tears ^ not weep Amina, 

all my riches I l^rcby give you.'* 

His eyes became stead; and hii toDgne gie^' apeecblees. 
The good cteighboura assembled at his bouse and gave bun 
a bnrUt, 

For two monilis tears incessantly fell from Amina's eyes. 
She cried and said," Where bant tbou gone, oh my father,— 
Your affection was «o great that 1 bad forgotten even my 
own parents all this time. Woe to me that wberever 1 go 
to find a afaeheri there fate runs adverse and destroya my 
refuge. My own parents, ales 1 have been long eeparaied 
from me but the grief caused by your death I cannot bear. 
It breaks my liearl already heavy-laden as if by atrokes of 
hammer." 

Thus passed two months. Providence alas, made Amina 
subject to ail kinds of miafortnnes. (LJ, 1>60.> 


(17) 

Esak of Majcrgoca had all this time kept full informatirm 
about Amina. He one day paid a visit to her old mother who 
lived by begging. Esak told lota of stories to the old woman 
and brought tier to his own bouse giving her all aorta 
of false ^pes. When the old dame came to bia bouse, a 
right royal reception he gave her and provided her with rich 
meals. Excellent curd, butter and other dditaicies be served 
her, so that in n short time she felt quite hale and hearty^ 
8ome days passed in ibis way and be once began to 
speak to ber about Amina, He said tnany things and gave 
a lively account of ber present fortunes. She said, "Well 
Esak, if it be all os you say, il is very good ; bow glad aha!] 
I be if you go and fetch her beieionce more.*' 

Esak said with a aigh, 1 tried to sw'im acroGa the aea 
but vain was my attempt ; abe is, owing to my ill-luck, nrusl 
to me. If I go abe will not come, alas she will not coma I " 
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By many a wily tadk E^ak AQttled everytUiog favoumbty 
for him with the old woman. 


She had just lighted lier evening lamp and lo, she saw a 
paJuiLcjuiEv come to licr bouse. Who is it that has ootne to 
my houie ? With this aniloas query in her mind ibc came 
out tu see. When the woman came out opening the door 
of the palanquin Amina began to abed tears on seeing her 
mutlier once more and clasped her to her bosom. The 
mother uud daughter stood locked up in each other's arms 
anti they shed incessant tears. 

Tenderly did Amina give her a hoe mat to sit on ; when 
she heard the report of her father's death and the misfor¬ 
tunes Uiai the mother had passed through all this time it 
eeemed as if her heart would break. For ibc whole night 
Amina wept as she beard further details of the sorrows that 
had befallen ber pareots. 

In the morning the old woman nwoke and was served 
with a good repast. During all tbia time Amina was all 
attention to her. 

The mother said, ''Come daughter, and let us return to 
our home at Maihergaon, Here you have ito kith or kin 
and it docs not look well that you should put up in this 
house all alone, Mnjhcrgaon is your own home. Thither 
let us go together,” 


jjmina, 

I entreat you with all tneeboms, listen to my words, 
mother. What is them at Majbeigaon on which we would 
live? Here I have plenty of lands. There is do anxiety 
on the score of food-siuJ. The paddy that 1 get from my 
Jandfi nol ou!jr prgridea toa witl> food for Lba wbote jw but 
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& conuderable aum 1 get from tbe sate of irhat I do DOt 
require for faome-oooauxnptioD* Whut ib there at Mejher* 
gaou on which we may depend for austonance? 

Besides paddy, there is my garden of tr«a yielding 
mangoea, jacks anil other fruits of the season. Where shall 
I leave my goats and cows and impleinents of agriciiUtirBl 
work? Look at my granaryt is full to the brim. II I 
go from here all these will be lost—none ia here to take 
care of them. Stay with me, good raotbeti and do not 
return to Majliergaon. You will be the mistress of this 
home and of nil I have. Whnterer you will like to cat, you 
will get here to your heart’s content. Tio anxiety you will 
fee] on the score of youi clothes ormeata. 

The old woman understood the force of her daughter’s 
arguments and agreed to stay with her. 

It chanced one day a guest came there from Majhergaon. 
He had a private talk with Amina’s mother. Both whia* 
pered to one another for acme time, and Amina did not 
know what all this was about. The guest was entertained 
in the house and in the evening he took leave. Then 
followed something which I am going to relate presently. 

In the night Amina lay unooDecious in deep sleep when 
her mother gently Opened the door. Three persons entered 
the apartment of Amina. Pirat of all they tied her mouth, 
then bound her hands and feet. They then took her on 
t bi»ir shoiilderfl and cleared off. 

She could neither cry nor move her limbs. Once only 
did she glance at her mother, the root of all this miwliief! 

Alas the ways of the molber I Where is happiness in tlua 
world when even rootter’s bear* becomea hard as etone I 

Oh foolxah haid-bearted mother, you know not what 
you have doue! You have got a bead of glass in return of a 

gold coin. 

The three knaves carried Amina to a boat that lay at 
at the river-bank. There did they cut off the oorda 

» 
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HhicJi ihiy Ji»<i 1x1,»ul lier* Amina tocrv 

iimuil and Umnr |>i*r limbs in vitil^nt Ihi*. * 

Till' lt„nt iihIswiI iririmj;), umuy a ‘nnall canal till after a 

riill (lily (licy fcaclKil ^raibcrgami, 

llii'y carried AiuiDii lu thi; Ikxibi' of E&ak. (0. 1-78.J 


(lli> 

li‘l 114 ,um‘ I mil bi I lie cvi'tita Hint followed when Nasnr 
'va# made j| capiivc. 

Jin' jtliijj and atl tlie yisHli* it coiiisiiawl iivi^ *oJtl liv tlie 
ri>Wvr4 ni mi I'lmniitimi In llie wm where lli'e sea 

emUaiii] bitiil Ugiii^^iJu-i^t tlir custom {ntivailiiig is siirttige, 
Afi'ti Ihmv sell ilii'if fellow-incii and iJn-n- is .-i brisk trade 

. . The t'sinin^ w.wallsold ilwre atid N'asar the 

I'Xix'ii caiuam wii- m a high prhy, Thi- llammU ibo* 
loitipleicd ihi. iiitkvil trim-.irttoji iind miininl lo iheir own 

'1 Jir inat) who fiad bongln gaw him a suiall Iwai : 

wiihiliic 1,^. ivn. (o Ibi'iuarlict-iilatv Irum whmi be' 
bnnmht Uh* pn-cU riHinired by th,- u«i.icr. From the imirket 
he earned loailH for him and visiieil many pbiiis. fnr and 
hvar vvjtb thsit boai. ord^-retj by Jji^ 

Nnsnr^ otftrnvise jirudent. Jo^i lus l^ad one day. WfHm 
mn iiig ft trip in tj,j* |,j, llas!^xl through tin'stuali 
eaiinl^ and n-aclud tin’ big soa. At the ,-^igJjt of the J,c 
Ml a str.iugc dv-^re to im^. iu Be bad no lifcipg /or Jd^ 
hfe and took hi, Ixin! n'cklwsly to the uiid-Ki^, 

For four dny^ br contmnnily Kmxil, TJie fatigue of the 
loormy am! warn of food enfeebled liim. Hi. nriiH were 
swollen hy i^niinnn) rowing till tb^y 

-imngrb. They K-canir comiiletejy paraty/eil. nnd the vast 
-jt-a Iftj m iLe ftx^tn withmit any sign of laml in oil ti,r fo.. 
diwfciioiig. AVavt-s msc above wove, oud the small Lout 
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passed tlirougli ti>em It was tlirongU the mercy of Provt- 
dcQCP alone ill at it did not yet sink. Tlie wa-leriaiKami 
rose liogc aa mountains. Tliey made fttrange aouixts like 
tLfl moaiiinga of t)ie wind. Na»ar liad lo«t hi'* eye-^igUt 
owing to ctnaciation and fatigue and Ii’h lic&d raeSed. lien 
thus disabJed he fell proiflrate in ilie lioat relying on iIhs 
mercy of Allah and praying to Him. 

'While reciting tlie name of God lie bccamp uncoiiscioun. 
Alas, what great mi^iericfi were in store for poof Mawir I 
li ■vcenicd that ilie presiding Balnt of the liea took pity on 
him. 

Long boots pasw.'d by that part of the sea at this time, 
each wiiti a sail on it, and 1 he«j bidongi'd to fiahcruieo 
who^aagao^t Kongs as they rowed. They had nels with 
them for catching fish. Astonished were they ihal a small 
boat wflB floating in the sea like a toy-thing and lliey 
caught Wld of it- Tliey found iNiisar lying there in an 
unconseiDiis -tate und gently raising him had him removed 
to their l«at. For nniie lime lliey hud doubts a-s to if lie 
\vni; dead nr stilt had some spark of life left in him. 

Cold water iliey applied on his head mid slowly put into 
hit nwuth rt few drops of cocoa nut-mi Ik till after a lime hi is 
condition impmved a lifUe. 

When Knnnr could -'peak a few wforda it wa-- frnind that 
the fiHhermen did not understand fiis langn^g® fwr he— 

f 

llieirs, 

Nasar, howcvei, made Ida condition knoum to them by 
gestures and signs, 

At tide stage a rioc-merchont was going with !uh aiiip. 
Tlie fisliermen gave eluirge of Kasaf to the master of ihia 
ship. (LI. 1-4C.) 

(17) 

In tbo city of Angi, Mafo began to be unewy on account 
of Kasar'e (oog abaence He wa* to return within a tnonAh, 
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btit a yenr Tlit're do nuirs nbout him all 

I Ills tiiDP! 

I S€‘Ut Jiim, tliougli! 1 k', * to Paridia * for purchasing 
L4JfrMrd the fdlou' li[]> «ivlm1 tlie oppurtimlty 

and gout) lniGk lo his oun jinlivc ctmiiiry. Tliosy lucn of 
tlif north with dark skiti are very imaciupnlyii*, 1 |ilact.'d 
hoards of uiuiie/ sit lit- hands tin Implidt trui-t. I tvaa not 
right Ui doing m,*' 

ThiDking itj tlii^ .train he took {Mast-silon of nil tU- 
goods bclunging to *Vasir and sold ttH'ni iind u liat ivaa uiotv 
he got his daiigliter loai rjid to anothei man ! 

-WtiT one year Xaaar famr hack to the tomi of Angi atui 
hearing all that Jiad imnspirod dtvriiig liiei aUsenw). did not 
return to the la)tiio of liis latherdudaw. 

'* No trust is to be placed on tlw dacxiit- of this nJnpp 



ihe nrms of aiiotlier Jm^lniTid it seciiu-d tlial his htan tva 


going to bn-ak. 



" These iviimcn have no parrfo^nn st lf-n-^peei, no afft-c- 


in liw norttera 
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country tor some time. Por iuok of o dwelling pla<^ mauy 
a night lie p&ssed under the ebiide of a Lrec. 

One night lie dreamt n itrango dream. Amina, he saw, 
fnm p and stood before him—her two eyes were sparkling 
like evening alar#—her oolour looked bright ns the cJiampo 
dow'er. Purity hud given her a grace and dignity and abc 
looked like the very jewel of her sex and community. 
Her youthful charm had not grown a whit less—it was 
full to the brim—she was faultless and immaculute. Her 
heart was lull of tender couipaesioii and sympathy for 
all, and a beautiful smile played on her lips. This flower 
was not a faded thing hut fresh as if it had bloomed to-day. 

When Nosur dreamt in this way ids mind yearned for a 
sight of Aniuift. (LI* 1-40.} 

(IB ) 

Esuk the knave bad brought Amina to his house by 
plunder. He templed her by n hiuidred iniiJea every day Imt 
thf wild tiger could lul t»e made laiue, ■\s a cobra, hurl on 
the bead, liisH's mid rasiK its angry look, bo did Amina as 
often a* the rogntr apjiroaebiMJ her. All tlie charms nml 
incaiitBtious o( Buddhu, the mystic, became powerless. Hia 
magic art nod spells oil ciiuic to no use* His luckets, liis 
incantations were all unavailing. It fire that is the true 
test of gold—tile sufferings that Amina passed throngh 
proved that she wiut a true wonum. 

Six montlis passed in thi*^ way and all alteniptB of Eaak 
to win tier failed. 

One day when evening oovcrctl the fair face of earth like 
a veil, Euuk cfauie to ihc presence of .Amina and said, ** You 
are tia- daughter of a ineun fellow and your heart is nieau- 
tii this IsjUBO of mine tlieru will lie no pinoe for you any 
more. You loco given mo nil Itiml of truulile. 1 have 
suffered for your sake wha* few men suffer for a woman* 
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Get otit of my hotiw quickly. Do uot etay liere a moment. 
My wife Mema Bilvi ia very angry. If you tarry slie witl 
turn you out dragging you by tlie tiair. Here in tliia liuiieo 
of mine Uicre ie no room for yon fuiy more.** 

When elu* Esak any this, Amhia !ook«] like n 
volume of imtoke about to hreuk into lire. drop of tear 
glisloned in her eye jis she came out. She visited tier 
father's houw and found llint the mof of her Iionso was gone 
and the walla all broken. There on the door of tho deserted 
hut Fonmed fotes at night and the whole place abounded in 
unclean things. There was no door. How could site spend 
the night there, 

Still slie sat uDs little spot of hot old home. WJien ii 
woj^ mid-niglit the crescent moon glittered in the sky like a 
streak of gold, Esnk had no nltHip in his eyes, he was seized 
with n beastly piutsion and enme there in quest nf Amina. 
She lay in a corner of the broken hut, bni all on a sudden in 
tliat (lead of night perceived that Esak wae coming towards 
her. She trcuildod like a pour antelope at the approach of a 
tiger. But suddenly ilte hut seemed to siinkv and titere was 
a commotion. A moment after, it vvaa seen that Nasnr had 
stmek Esak with a lieavy l»nmLHX>-|xi1e, 

Soiithcm tvind was gently blowing and tlie moondieams 
fell on the earth like ehoirars of gold. They diaclosed the 
beautiful pair Nmtar and Amina homnd in embraoei 

No word tiiey spoke while both abed tears. Kasar liad 
only a piece of !oin-clot1i on his person. Hia face looked 
pale as lie had lieeii without any food. Amina's heart broke 
Rt the Biglit. With the hair of iter head she wiped away 
the dust of Ins feet while she murmurod in soft accents— 
** How could you» my dailing, forget mo and Jive far away?" 

Nnsar wits silent •, bt' gave no reply but foitowad the foot¬ 
steps of AmiuQ UH eho went out of the house. (LI. 1-4S.) 
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i^KEPACR TO 'ITTF. BALLAD OK BHARAi RA.JA 


The litilltwl of Bharni Rajrt wjlh roUw!l**d hj Bnhii 
Clinrulrakuiiiiir De ^vjlh lifip of liiilui liijuyjini'iLjii 
Af^huryn Muktagauliu irt Myiiii!uMiigJi. A Miiliiijuedait 
Fukir tuuuivl Njixir ^ujipticil f>im wiih the iwtior potniiiu>4 
anti I Ilf atihrJt‘«iueiit part tva^ niEiitify {ililaiiietl Imni iimAliET 
Kiikir Ilf Ptnilpiir. A Vai-lnmv ruentlicAnt nniiK'd liifrini-—nn 
iuhaldijtiit itf Fimiilkiiutht—Aupplitid CliiUiilrnliniiiiit llahu 
with tJir cuijojndmg 

Till' sligniu ttUadml lu mir t]Otiuirymcii Uml wc liavi' 
no Itbitig F<ir •ttnihf* ii< la "tiuif e^ktfnt n niiwrt! fry 

biUbda likn ihetia whidi gtt'c a etnincclml iDimtlive of sventa, 
ihiiugb cauefuHl in ii piwtitNi! ^tyti' am] uBiin iiiiMHi wtlU 
k'gondK :mtl inytfHCftl sfariiN. Mawiwer ‘‘nnplf tlwiit IiitrinFic 
value iitay Iki SA 1 . 1 )nIrilit)]ion tn hipstormal inaleriuJ, they 
show rfint mtrrumt poople liod nn iMindiiti rloirt* U* Hsrtm 

Ui tlw luIiiH nf impi>rtatiLc*'L’tit^ iranBjiiriiiii in ilu'ir fecaltUiia, 
pATtioubrly wlivn tliuir hurtfen iMunme liivf-iiptwitb hteatli' 
iiig tlic t^pirii of luBpiring incrifiL’t! aiuI mtiMyrdi'jiii. 

The iiuitmtifH (if lln^ UiilUil iiu ihuibl caiiif fmin that 
roiunie (jcriijtt wlion ihu binfniHr e^cilctt ti great mAueiii}« 
in tiur 1 ‘nuntn, nml ihuugh the Imllnil l» nituf ty by 

Moalom minisI nilE now, Ificrre is Tin Mnlinniednn tilenHinl in 
thi! anhjtsjt’UitiHi'r to 'hiiw Llmt it wiu* c!iim|ias£c] iluring iba 
MftlioiDKiitn (imcit. 

This cniintry nl tnini "u* si utic time fnfl of Ruplmt.hiiii 
rn tvbifh thi> tni[>OTbwrriari fcnli t*l the Tniittif marhT- 
pluvfil a frjiL'viJiimlili’ ( 1 : 11^1 - TIid tiV;ir> in itiiii 

IritlM nm ri.ninilh'il iiiii| •itttii|ittl In Tint if" Inlliiittr* In 
ihtj *li'^«fiptmii "I ifn'mitKilurfiirc iijnwBh'i i< c 
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U» Ur lLgl^lnUof Ujb Mniitawati klt>4,— ami rcuiltidu 
IIS nf lliB HtorieK uf iliu tlik'f loila in tlur Db^rammiuiga) 
p04;iuH» ami ul tir teat* ul Mntti lU-vana now in(^orpl 1 raU‘il 
with >»nni(' Ilf ttr rfWtiMiwrt of llr Riimtipiia. fiticli 

Itibsi dfi.* tv bf hiiJJii] lU I Fill lijiiijii' k’gQlHbi nf Lbo Wi'iHt Tlia 
ohatigt; iif ^Intfie* wtuoU Ur (iati lierov$ nl tbv 

bulliiil .iiHi nlmo^i hkc thoHi: of Rani Manmmati 

nnil Giiilii Jiiiii III of Ur Ihnet* »rin> nf TiilriJiin ami llr 
;)ritii‘jc!i36(ia of in tbi' t1fich<] tnlcK^. In liimilmlA 

of -ti D'jujjul ixitiin HoVoa^ similar iiiviiw of 

wrijidyUiil jiuwiirj n( Siddlunt. They Irfong to tfiut dart 
irriiKl Mt Mui lii>iory n atairiptd hy th^' bliiek deeil» of 

the Voiji^ anil IviifiiniikA wlui aoijuired ilicir fiower 1i> tiijrn^ 
aulouK scUoLici }M!rliirmBd on riinertil |£rotiiidji xfljere tiic yelU 
uf jtii’kaU innl nlher IruhU ul ]]rey, the fertHUous ilaiioeof 
ghii9is and ovi’A Um dead startini; to muld not disturb 
Llrir aiioahrv ititstilatbii*. Like Uie Drtitd prissts tliay could 
by tlieir incantaliuRii coil in life n mutilated corpse and the 
disjutnUitl liiiitM were innde whole again. The marvel! 
ficrfoniied by tlir Masters of Hlaek Art have fuunil it ptaoc 
ill the Aralnaii Night? tuie? and hi many stories eurieul 
in Persia, nnd eehalora an? of opittion that these tales were 
origitially in spired by liidiau fshtei. 

ft wa« the VeiUc religion wliii'h fought hard Agiiinst the 
Ulnek an of the Tnntrtes on the revival of HLuduiEia nfle*' 
the dnwuhill uf Ruddliisiri in tVngJil. fii ttiu t tth and Wth 
eeniunos tli** whnJo ahifosidiert: ul this cutmiry wasnfo with 
kigptid* uf TmUriv duivh, jiiul Uiruigh it wn» tliv Sen dyiiawy 
ilwt iniingiirrtti'O (hr nrnwTnnd i>l Mimpler V’edic ritiiata, 
discurdiug Tinit/lc luiMle i oi Wfi»htp. the ciiiitJiry could nnl 
itjake itvoll 4h»i*liil!*ly free fmiti I’antrir luyitieiinii for a 

iiiiip iiieo. oil'I eTOIL llulfal u htiiiii If, .lUe uf tin* pjuiuwtii 

of Hiinhi I. h. Ui havi Imtty lnihilgi*d ifi lurh 
priii i K«H. wuichoiif'd tiy riiligioii. wuh Uie AMifierttibii of 
t 1. w--uiv wuouu], Till- 4ge uf lhi« IDoek 'riiuitiainm 
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may be IracciJ buck Ui the olh ci'ulufy A-D* Kion CJiimilra 
(riii)iii <HiVriunJitlityft) U tiitL in !iiiv& iieliitvcil PuiKrlmuian 
jutvers, liavin^ nbtainciil s^Hfiy twn evil ttjiiriu ^Tol 
.iMil Betfll—anti havinij ^ec;ur»;tl a tiiirAruloiis throne 
|)refii(|t'i1 over by ihjfty*twii ‘-ptrjlA wIm) eiiilowcd liiin 
with .1 vbifjii ti'Uicb lui taortiif ie pnvilegetl to behold. 
Tanxiici^m i^- not yet diml lu Uidift auH oetiitiiotnOU- we 
jtetir of wine yrcal S'iJilliii purtishw onilowed with {uwer of 
perlomiing iiinrvels. 

But the iJcnod ptf-cminenTly stJvrnpnl with the spirit of 
TftntriciamiB lllli to i:hli crnlury. itnd t:ilea like what in 

described in ihta IwllailowiiH ikfur origin to iliii dark age 

of EengaL 

This ballad is certainly not t4) aid. it nmy nut lie even 

earlier than the 1 Uh oi.'nlury, bin llie in^pinHion and echo 
□f some of the incidents of the ball id have no doubt come 
from a remoie age; the language has passed thtnugh 
changes from age to age till its tmn^Jtription in it*! present 

sUnps*, 

As ! hflV'O mentioned In my Totrodnctidns to the various 
parts of Eftstem Bengiv! Biillads. tlicre have lieon many 
Stories ill them of warfirrs, etUcipri^mg sea-voyages, sacri- 
fice-* ondergoiic for love nr Mime other liiglier motive, of 
tran?fortnnlion of snd robbers into saimly chiLrac- 

!pri«* And if the more impciftitnt of these are col leered, 
they ivould contribute an interii*tJng chapter to the fuiure 
liisiory of Bengal, But 'f ths* omfk of researcli i* given 
lip, lire materiala will be all bopelesily lost. The very 
nature of the irork is ^ucli as hardly admiu of any 
undue halite, ll is patiuni mul Rwady pursuit which r* 
to vicid the wr^'hed-for rei'iill, and any dictatioir 
aft to finhlimg the ichule ihiiid within a specified time-limit 
is out of the question in thin 

The mnm seal uf Tantnci=iTt fmra which Rcngil hod 
her inspitulton wtt» Kaiiifllihya. The ilirinB rt m Asaani 
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valtey, and iidl «iil\ tlic Hnpkatbiis und batlnds nre full of 
refiTotioe* to it, but pvnn the MnhiiiiitMJiitis of the counirynide 
ill runny oJ their books wrillrn m n liinji’uq^p ealtod tht' 
Ifii.oilornij'i tiitntjfa, shu^ u gfi'ut rewpr^ct Ut this shriiiii of 
iln‘ Hiiitlu:'- Djul loicriiK- lo it toirnclcsi nml Ipgpoils beyond the 
bfiundartcs uf ordinury lielief. There is n rerctonce to 
KarnnkJiya in ihis linllrul olsto the principal went from 
which people lonmed rvUchcraft am) biack art. TauiriciBio 
of this lyjH* ta still current tti Bhutan, and I heard many 
mnrvdloiia storioB niroiit the black jirt ilmt prevailed there 
Irom luy friend late Lama Ha naan Dnp, a native of that 
country, and formerly a Icctur^^r of the Calcutta University. 

Tills ballud is written lu a niinple and beautiful stylo ; 
llio difliculty which the reader may oceasionaily feel is due 
to the archajc ivords of Jtjcal origin which though nimple 
are ohviou.sly nut fjuite nmlerBlandablo of the peoplo of 
other parts of Bengal. Therein a poeiica] grace in tlie 
staiixas, and the author seldom strays beyond the acton) 
needs of the narrative. Tliofe is much animation in the 
accounts of witr, and we find in tliem the names of iDany 
weapons and iiiHtruments ol war-music, not familiar to ua. 
It also gives us a vivid picture of the political condition of 
the country showing tl^ ruthless manner in which Ihe 
kings and the chiefs devastated the country while satiafying 
their caprices or trying to puraoe a determined oounie of 
action prompted by a false idea of prestige. It also shows 
bow far the c)Uetttion of bJood and lionoor attoebed to 
famiJisR brings into play an unsparing spirit of Tengeanoe. 
The bufferings uf the iiinoceot anil their martyrilmn for 
the sake of love and honour, specially in womankind, 
are brought into contrast with vindictive, unswerving 
end implacable hatred rendering the heroine an obiect 
of our admiration. The hive of the pair, the young 
princo am) prinoew, during Ihe few hours of night in a 
prisQin, IB the one redeeming feature of this cruel and 
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tragical talc niift n ‘stirnk ^if liglitiitiig it) a skjf 

^Vk*i1 ic$Ui black cluuikt 

That (ht author Ithe gilt of true poetical art will lie 
appareiu front his sintpk tnmpliors nil original and l;utf(^d 
Inuii lhi‘ ctiiirilryitiile, fmin JiiR nut avi>r>r1oing a [Hiolic 
Hitnotiuii till the matter ta innilc threiHlhiire linil iiiDiiolcuions 
aiiiL Imiii bin rclcrjiiiey and ri>)ttraiiit. The pathos 

orcatnl hy tliv princessV fnrlomnut^ and her lot elaimi> a 
tear of the tvmler towardit the end of the story. There 
nwe many that t slieH over the urigiml tliough in my weak 
trunstatiun the effect of sucii simple patboa can iitirdly tie 
expected to ite main Lai tii^h 

Raja tthnrai like all people of bill irilies is over- 
aiixttHn< hi fornt an atlianoe with the Elirulu^ nf tJiP louver 
valley. For a lavoiir like that he made large concessionB 
and iriiHfcd the onemyi too proinl to wilfully ciUerfnin 
a proposal of the nature. Tins was Bbariu's vulnerable 
point and iir brought nil snhaeipient calamitiea hy placing 
implicit confideacc on tlie pledgo of his foe. The Kfihn* 
triya Hajn is a type of arnijjance nnil cjnft wdiich are seen 
in the high-casic Hindus when n question of caste and 
social status arises. The depressed caaiea and lIh' hilf-tnlies 
are trenlnl in such a way sm if they are ^vorse than lower 
animats. Raja Biraingh (‘nsily lakes hlii pkd{^c as a 
manoeuvre which is not only ex|M.'dk'ut but even fair and 
jiial, lor wliui roorjl law in his view Nfioiilrl Im? oLjicrved in 
dealing tviih n Utllmiin ? H)s ethii al senw is cumpletely 
hhiiiled hy the thmight of his own iitimenM: sutid! sUp'' 
eriurity. Ho violjtte^ hiM Mar.red promise and he rums 
the life oi iin liuiooimt girl. I'Im-d liiu pride and erafl may 
1 h‘ cxcnseif belli); iiatunit iii n Ihmlii possessing a Itigh 
jpifiiv III ftiiciety, thimgli ii lanidcmtied by tite ethical 
■xvdes of all i'nimlriiri<. fm) his niiV conduct tuwurdH iIh' 
qui'en of his atUcTHary itlmwa tlmt nil humane dement 
ivn» dead m Ins chararter Whatever inn ooeial porilbn 
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mtglil W Ue appenrs tc !«? lUe tyjMi of Ji true iflonflter 
OTCP. oompjired with Iii* •'avr^ge iJvariijiTy ol tits Hajiin 
trilie. 

Blit if even tbo nitUlMs fattier if forgiven, we can 
hftve no pity for tils cowardly twii» Kiongli m the fn‘ld of 
baiiio he is so bmvn and valonnts. He evidently Becept- 
wl tlw! bride pledged to him. He goi hi8 release. Iiy 
the martyrdom of one wlio wh^ from all poinb of view, 
his wife ajid recognised as such by bim. He lyilted nit 
the planets of Hie nky to be wiiness to hi* aoteinn pro¬ 
mise that Ivn would ding to her all his life. tTe wns 
nnxioit* lo make hi* ftsenpe and in liia eigemesa to achieve 
that end he never can’d to enrpiire under what conditions 
tlie girl got ills release and if *he inctiTred any risk or danger 
by doing W, Tn^pitc of this omission we arc prepared 
to lake nil his sweet words of love. liU kisses and icifs to be 
brinafidc. Gut when the princes^ fell in dUtress, ho did not 
care to say even a kind word to her * he totitllv disappeared 
from the scene like a verit.able cow irrl. Tlifirc is a siigges- 
lion that lie was entertaining .at the time a pcnpogal of hta 
marriage with a girl of the Dakhin-pntnn. Heroes of *his 
nature are not altogether rare in onr hat lad litemtnre. 
We have his parallel in the prince of ilw balind *Dhopnr 
pat* or KanchAOtnala. We consider the prince of Ihia 
Uallnd as equally trcacherouf and u villain of the seme 
type. We know that in orthodox Htndn society, tbe old 
men will appUnd the conduct of this perfidious prince 
and jirnise him fnr his dncile snbuiiiirion tu the wilt of his 
father and even for his diBcnTding a pledge for the sake of 
keeping his caste-prestige, than which no ennui derail on 
weighs more witli them; When n sotietj loaes all regard 
for the flim]lie ethics which govern all human institutions, 
the time may be said to have rome when the young men 
should openly revolt a gat list their parents and ccmpleiely 
upset their rotten social fabric. 


1:»BEFACF4 to ballad of BfiAItAl RAlA I6fl 

But true poetry t« not to bt judged by nil frlliiraJ test; 
iv« have, trou'evur* dieciissetl thin qucslian ben* tho 
prince ii Jikely to be accepted ns a iundd nun inspite d 
bte villsiuy, by the ortlioJox Hindu reudeis. 

The patience and duvotioD nf Chanipabati hnnws rio 
botindB. Tlio crudest hit aixnt'd d lier by fate wita ibis 
wicked conduct of the prince and *Imi referred to it u-idi 
tier Qcver-fatting good will and love far him even at llie 
■net Iwur. 

The poet doses the lidlad with an artistic line wliicb i« 
malcdeee for iU effect on the reader. Her gnef was so 
great that lier father* e mule stone image ahed drops of tofits 
at her diatrew. 

DiNeaBciiANniiA 
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The Ballad of Bharai Raja 

( 1 ) 

Liflicn, oIj Tiij rrititds. lo Iht itilt; of lllwnii Saju of lUt' 
city of AjDgOTfwlit. waft a powerful Rup—in fact 

fnatcliloss iiiiiun^Nt lti_& princC!* of tliat provitioo. 

The river Similiwuti flowed iii tliat wotiity ntid oa 
its bouts was the fair city of tin? Rajn where ho lield the 
licliLi of the state. 

His (itmy nnd retinue were so vtwt tluvt they were tho 
objoets of woudor of all people. 

Notv, Biy tuidlcocei coinprisirijj Hindus and Mus aUnnnS t 
you havie assembled hero to b<Jiir my ttong. My mtlaiti to 
you nil. llu-dny my stihjcct is Uie »tory of Bharai lUja. I 
sincerely ojwloglse to you, for my eapaoily ia limited, tind 
little power linvi; J to judge K-lwceu (jofHl and hud. 

Tho llojo had a large nuuibcr u! clEplimila ami hofjses, 
BulTnInes nud lijlir^d miimoh! called mawfe {bum of bulta 
anil sbe'hufTalocs) abounded ia lus fiimture*. Tliay Mftrv 
couiitlcsa. Oiiiirds and Bcntim'la were plenty at ihcr gate of 
the palace, 

At a liltio disUJicci from lus city Hiere wicro largo past* 
toml (irons where legions <il hts milch cow« yruH'd. Ho 
was the hard of tint couiilry. tn llie stfuHnirn regianff 
none tltero was who oitiild bo callod hU «£juaL 

flo was a Kwh by birth. (LU 1 - 18 .) 

(e) 

One day fic look a liiiwy to liiu land# on iho otlwr 
side of tho SurttlaaiJU. ll.o toimd iJicrr- a large am) iniiKt' 
fu-ltablo jungle. At Um^ lUja'fi order n vast nurnWr of day- 
St 
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IftJ 

Idboutpr?: irtTC cnllrd tlitsrc luiil {Hey wtre tuisag^jil In fitttint; 

Um* junglc^t *' WUaJ onuid l.itj llw olijpct ol [iii» 
u1&iring ttiU ^lln^|f^ r»r Blicur i* -' flixkid Uio tteopli! of tbitl 
IwalHj" tJi Mne aiuilliijr, 

Twclv<Mlinii<^aTii1 iCocli InfiAiirnra A<^3M!fnhUHl tli4*R' At lUc 
coimuAnilu! ilii.< Itaja.nnil iviien liiEtotlircr beAt ii liugi* ilrnin, 
All tlip' Ivi»rlw54, ntj'ti anil wtimuii, 4i»tt‘d wnrk. fniini! 
nntcrcil tht* {Wp ahAi|e» ni llit* tori^L and cat derwn tlin tall 
tNi'A : filfit!i> li>V(']ii!d groimil wUU the help (i[ apadea ; 
wimi; set ^re tvlianT accras wn^ dtiBeiiU, The ami 
1«iirs hilialitin^ iJial wild«riics^ wu're ulurnied anil fiugaii 
t-) fly in uU directSan«. wHliniit knowing their placo nf 
linfoly. 1'lie biiLt:- left, iIiiT they laid made witJi cure, 
ami IIl'v^ in the diiLuiit sky. The fihI tangue of the llamea 
liuraiicd ihum even there. Their scream and chatter imo 
iiejinl from a Ittiuj diHtunre, Tlwy jiinjly euraed the men 
’svlio destroyed their peaceful iimIs. 

Nnvv tilt! ilay« of April were hut, ami May 'tvas hi night 
mill prfHpccispf (he cnmitiK moneixJn. fthnrai Bapoonsnltetl 
hia courtiers, as to the Nitidus (ipninndi oi ngricuUunil 
work to lie carried tm I here. 

Ilf calli'd iJie expert farmtT* mid tillers luid appinted 
them to eufry on the work oI cultivation. t%ugbs were 
drivtiit hy liutia and hiiETuliMiii over the loud lhu.« acaiuired. 
(LI, ts-ll.) 

(3) 

The repnri nf tliwe o))crAlinn,t reaehtal King Birstnghtt 
ill dm! course. The rciKirter Ettiid —My hniutde respeetjt 
la your Mupi^ly, The ham'-lHirn U'lp of the liliqngnr'- 
trllw lms,pt'nr[«4l ii purt of your ilomirhotisi," 

thi lanirtiig tlie ropurt, llie Haja'a noldiorn hrandi'^lMal 
their /eflns and idhttr wenpoitH and slmwcil an impatient 
desire to fight. Sauie carried hthi^ ; otliem were lupitppisl 
with Itown ami arrows. Ariiongiit them were won men 
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THK or 

uilUly il:nK*«’r |iL‘rti • ii» lilicjr hiiTitlti. ^^nittn wlel»W 

>luir|i nnri (hilKtcil ‘iH'l ntiim'i in 

Utpir IhkiiU fiuil ('ll tllt'ir liinfl' Tlinv «:l uHl 

will gionl t«Mv n>l- UM' ‘-I Itin iSiiniliiMilr Tliu 

Mu- ivth. sviiii: w.ikiri^ m ll-i* I'illf 

Ihtit rl-.uj'b . m nw'aj,l« rFMt-J>iHH li iil llw «< 

Tlin IrtwcDi Ujf|M unu umiJ—“ 

Kiiiji (liT’HnniliH Ini' nri'ivv*Hivt^ willi lii? -'O'lj nmlttiivijn 
bi» liy r*iri.^' Iiuiu Ou* Hi'til-*." 

tthnror^lft Hrt'. Iiialily " H-i H'Ibh. Hi 

vva* mil ujilj niijfL-i' anil li’H'ki-il •« t;nii|vi^iiKT-iuji|}!*Ain 
ilinl Iinil ran«li* Im** " rtn- mjf lUiii V' 1 h rwimil. 

*'Dune mill be ruiiilj fin nAri T lU ni'T j* 1 tui 
try uiy Mti'iiglli irilU ItirU swn nf t^iiHilii t wiU iloiflmy 
Ills LMpimI mid tbrn^v llii’ mlio iiiltt HiiJ ** bmm 

man In niy non)' ennn fi.K wsinl aiiiT diil'n n rewnril friiiii 
iTic by jH'niliH’hijj in llii' I'^nirl ills bus it i>f 

IlirMnuli;!,'' 

.V» he cotuimmilLit. irmy fully 
\var*rol>t!‘. Hu tiiinuctf jimn'tfil ii|viii lln: Iwicik uf fl fiery 
bot>^. Hn» iirtny cniumlsniblc nnut iln'y fullnwcd him 

wiUi I be ui )% “ Htriku tbfl ein’itjy.'* 

WIiTJi Ihn twn JiimH nmiiintciwl inn- aiiylbcr in llm 
ilobl, ihuw {rmiil niTroor ^yiimb'il Hki Untl nl tin* lufliiilmii 
ivn\c» lbs iiiiilci n ftll IIktv, «-w:intig 

wniinil- Iniuj Kiicnm Hull ilnrif bttl); yilitm voniitml 

UliX/il Mini 'unt- b/nl iticii’ brxrj*-!' tnni by Atiniir- 

Uir Hffi ^niiiTitl yt m^K'ln'd i-' Hh' lin.nl 

i.f tlui (univ Hint iliijiiyiMitl l’"iuKll ir-iMKv Mull, bW 
Wi> JiMii Aiii) uititMinniiU 

Oil III- lieuil tM mil*' i« M ^^•L^ln. in Lii, iLuiJ v.'ji*ii 
n;«ix I li’ i' 't liii-*’wb'ini li« '.(ni'-l. wtfli ll b!) iHi (bn 
smaiili n'TW lir iliiiir I- I'nlmimis, 

Tl(r UijJ anil limTi- el wiW-nTti If-ii 
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tolled iu Ujo inirt. Some to eJ V jikiml ilcepairiug of cee- 
iiig tlieir belovotliootherji ngaio. The water of the Sund^uti 
was eoJoured with the bliwd uf The urraj 

of Bharjii Rnju Meeincd h> l>e tompletelj dofoiited. 

With A bow ill Imnd Itaja BirKitighft who wuh n master 
of jonrlial aimed hii* thafi ni !Ur—thf* gooenil of 

the hostile ctinip^ Tlie ^haft: wjim of iruti, h ITew iti the air 
and piurw'rd tfKJ hmaftt nf tJie gejierMl^—iu ^jointed hciid 
np{iearitig from hh buck, '['he soldk-m of Btraiagha weto 
lubilonli aud lIio\ si:'l u]i a wild ej*y of victory. Th<? one* 
Ultra terrur-t<tTiicb anti erPjtLr.'illcm iiirmnied thoir evil Tot bi 
ptaiiitivn riirneiit!i. 

riJtarrti Ihijrt was iiiitintcd in hlacrk art* His winnims 
and ineqnmlions wore iufnIlilvJe. Hu lojik a liaudfo! of 
dust fruui till.' eurth amt djarfiii*d it with scune mystic 
words and tiavirig oifcrctl Ins respiHtts lo the memory of his 
preceptor he blow Ihi* fbarniitd duitt with his hiroth, 
It itawcdiolcly hnd thn desirod cITret* The soldturs oJ 
liirainglu lost their power oT aight, n» tk* rwirticlra of dust 
sprciid in tiie ain The men Ijocumo toiiiVlj^ liliinlloJdcd 
and could mn eeo their way. They were tlnjn ooBily taken 
captivEB being reiulerwl itictiiiiihlc of ftiidiiig out their way 
of escape. 

liaja iltraitiglia saw tii> way save himaoth fie ant on 
tJic buck uf Ills horse iu .in itUiiiuk of duspair. llhami 
Biijn made him a eapUi^ Ife was nmtlc (o wear hrnidtniffBi 
and liie feet were bdimd by ropes. I'lnceil on an ulephnot 
h« was etirriud to tin* pn1nc« of Bhnrai Itajo. (LI. 


A low of bin lueu had, ImwBVfr. and (la-y Dsnied 

I lit* news 01 lilt: irrincQ, bin »uin. They saiih—' Tpuf HoynT 
Intlwr ill now a cipim* lu iha tinwii oJ flhirai Reia.* 


THE BAhLAp OF BHATl.M RA^A 


10ft 


Ah IIk* ])rin<^ Itoni'il Urn R'purt of Ut£^ fiiUwr'i 

i]i^rnct% lie Iminf^Matrly mlvd himsplf iu vvnr-tonnllc, (in<J 
luliiig a rot^ Imi^c! stJirtoiI at ooco For Ttto 

IjviK’nilh aui] tiiltfiLT' of llio foltoweil I ho 

Sonv: tlictr triiiliii£U;$iii tiy Iii|fli jumti aoif 

looting like j. ili'c>itk-d in llti' -.kjr. Siiino 

unrm’il oo tlit'tr f hDiifituitf wilf) Ixirlicif iron ):iuiiii:!<. 

TJk!>' foon ^tirrbi.i.nilc4 lliu nUjr o1 Amyu^liiilu, 

llhi^rni liflja tilled (ill liih fniifile ognin to nmi?. TJie 
u'lir inuiiic; uf Kara. Xmjm uod Daul'd ron: )ii|tli in tint air. 
Tilt* gciit'rTiU nil .i-M'iiil«lt,'d tiu'tt!. A trvmciidnuii iipro^r 
tirohe on ull iiiiltHi. Tliiur tlitinikr-hiitibJ Utc <>nrs 

of ill. 'JUtif young pt'tinv 4‘iii tlio IilmiIi nf lii» 4'nt'tnii^ by 
of |iia ijtriird. and th& jnnksits gurlim'd 1u drink Iho 
ijli*«i, Thcniiili ymiiig hr Khdo'd lllti.' thr* vi'ry lord nf di^ntli 
and lii** Injrso martlunl in lightning aiioi^d ; und bo ttow like 
ii Htiij null bin auiird lu l«tud, culling iiii right and 
h‘!l like huntim iduiits. 

The nuin id Tthu'dl Eaja wuro flllcd n-iih diDinay. 
Thf'ir royiil iiitiigiiiii btairlng the >*iicrt?>] n.inn* .-d Katyaynni 
tviiH i;tir(nvn into the. groiiml. 

Tilt' carrier of tlu} ntiv* MiiUintitcd lu the Kaju • — "Anur 
Mnjcftly 1)1 iiilinj^ your timo in thia puIjiC'O, wtule yuiir sul- 
dk/K nn^ Uung nnnviHl down like long redh innl itfaiitji in 
lilt' hAUlcficld. Oh, what n hiivfic tiria the young priucu 
lloilfi I ' * 

Thu B.'ijn ivilh hm twlyguanla ,md retinue of (ho iiahce 
mardied to the flohl, 

AgaiJi lie tiiuk recoume to hi« tnugic tnelicsi caught holit 
of a handful of dust iind utlcririg aoiiu: niyriiit; ivordN diurm* 
od it anti throw it upin thu air, lihiwiug wllli hh hn.'^itfi. 
OFi, whal 0 miglily ohami und ivhnl ii niurvelioiis efTwii uf 

ilui iniiiiiijr Ilf Lius iicca'pliir ! By the t^>wi 1*1 ill'’ 

4iiil till' grtfc'd Kaiuabhyh fh-hi IIh' dciul ato ri jiortal hi 
life Hill I hi' limbi becomi: .'(••nid nud nholo iiguiit , xUe uiaii 
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tUnt Ji* kiUi’4 relttrns litmiu ^vUliuul (* Uui be wtm 

incttrsUic ll»c gJjJtlttsss fallis tlf;ul ntniifli 

by B vIbIIc uf lotua, umt hfi ciiimot Mive bid lifts tbougli lio 
tpcty «iuiv.- (» hMt' hiniwlf in Mw viiry tlejif1i» nf I Ins Mtii. 

TLe iimy of ibc |)iiiu!c wiia alanmid nt llw "tilbt of llw 
elturiiuHi ihiil' fii iluiir wrixiity bi n 

linike Lltiiir li^a on<l HomtJ IobI tlieir itrm. Tbftj ull Mjemiil 
tnWiimnk viUli ♦» ibiimk'rlvjll, Tiui Uuritt' wbicit llie 
|iniioi] rtKfe bitt » leg, unit being ilmiTrn by tbn |">ww‘ ol ibi^ 
•■liftmi Isv 'bil ivti ■‘.ii'itv tvbicb wtiy bu ^tnh ii». TIm; 
olfixt tif Old etinrm nn\v cumiilt'tu- anti ihr prlooi' wmii 
luiiu'l hiiii:**'b '■ ertplivt in lLp cell whcut bm rjyjil fiitlier 
by \hl 


I 3 ) 

Tbc fttlljur aii*t ibe kou kiiic>i]t{<tJ biUorly Ibeir iturt) !ut. 
A atono, iit-enty-lwti inmimb in na* jiliwciloii Utt* 

lirtsa^l «>f cneb, ttriKlittig ibtstii to nulTocoiion, 

Tbnir Ininents iwintMl to infill tbii wci’y floiw, nnt] wbitu 
ibty lay in diit; iiliglu—(lie day [^uissed imd ilic nigbt alsu 
drew til nil 

H(HB BJmrat consitUeil liis intnt^Utra nud cntim lo & 
dficlHiun. One of bin uiliii)«tfir» vvnsi Digufnbaf who enjoyed 
the Kiijii'a great oonfideiiiic- Hti wai. «:nt by Ibu Baja tvilb 
HU caiba^ty of Iruw to tbe piiBiiii. 


** 'H» King, I bwiT) fiome with « mtiwam: Ui you fmiii my 
niBHbJt, Bluimi liuxm, tins Bnjti of ilm liootns?, ia nciiiiileil 
by gencrona intontioiu in tcganl In ynu, anil WtiiiU tn iitrat 
you bliJtlly, Uu bna u fiiif (laughter njuimd ('biunfwbuU. 
Sbfi ban altaiiied her yuutb nutj in tliia city nln* j» kutnvii in 
lift for liiT inauy noble qualities, Xced [ wiy nayibiug nltout 
lifir Itcjiuiy I Tlw very bnop gruws lustfeleig ui ber pmaemu. 
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SLe lfM)ka like llic moon m foil splcnttour. Once seeing her 
it is difficult to forget. She Lis modctho dark clouds 
of the .^ky a cnpiivc in her long unbraided hair. 
Tlic moon is n cainivo in her lieauliful fuec. Her eyes 
ere twi captive 4tnrs, and iiMier hreast the two buds'of 

ilowcrs acem like captives with their pcrmannnt charm, and 
in her lip* whidt have a deup ri'd Ofilour ^he eeems to have 
madr the very lightning of heaven a captive by the fre¬ 
quency of their tianBient ftrailts Tmprisooei] m lier tooso 
aie all (Ih? stars ol the s^ky. Sc, her but unce and 
you will imt roi'gel Ii.:r in life. 

Xow. oh king liirsinghui iigrcc to marry ynur son to 
imr priiiM*^. Half of his kingdom will ih« R;(|o offer a^i 
doRTV to you. Mie hridegrooin will get jjroMjjjta of 

many ralnahlo things—hnrKe>., c!i»plincls, five Inindrcd 
milch cows with calves ilvi> liumlrcti maid servants—each 
Iwautiful as n nymph of lioaven—thosc aiul moob moic wiU 
be pTcswitcil on the owassion, hut the gmiiteat of all U the 
gift of miJgiiMrt wliicb the Hnja tvjU teach vou with all 
wirtHfnrs and incan tut ions. II you would Doi’isunt to this 
proposal of tiie Rnja, tritirnphiuatly may you rotura to your 
capital, loaded with the rich dowry, 

King Bifsingim did not apparently seem to’ refish the otor 
made by the minister Digambar. Pgr a little tiimt Ite 
sombrely meditated n|j(ju what sotuiod to him to be iiisulu 
ing to his dignity. Then after a lime of hesitancy iitid 
imwiilmgnesp he ni hwt lidtliHl iiiiil enna-nted to the 
prnitosal. 

He had natumlly a high nation of Ins fomilv -tatua and 
ho tJjougiu ho wtt* quiu> jijfltiri^l ill taking r^ume 'to a 
atratageii). Apparently ovgrytiiuig was all right TJjere 
were mu.ic and gleo in ihc paluw when Raju nirsiugha gave 
ht« conMint. Everyone was glad ilait the beamifuJ princess 
was going to U* married. 

The two Rajas cmbtit'ed each other as they were going 
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to 1)0 dose rolations ore long. BUarai Raja loaded the back 
of bufTultifia wUh Ibe prEciems tilings from Uii treiwurr to be 
proaeatod to Birainglia who alau eoeoaed to be (luile happf, 
n*-‘ returned home wUb liis son. 

(In ooriiing back bo could by no means forget the deep 
sense of insult which lie afCTetly Iwre sti Uia howl. Ho 
again orderal bis i«uple to bo icndy for war. (LI L44-193.) 


(1) 

TiiO vouiig prince bowed low Iwforc the Eaja and said :— 
Will jonr Mpiwty pcrmil mo to lead the army? I pivo 
you my word, ob king, that I will bring Bhami Raja bow 
Itoutid in (ettera. If I faU to du «o, I wUl throw mywll 
into fire and ovoid tho disgrace of a defeat. 1 will never sbtiw 
myself to my (w»ple al Kobali, Imnitliated by the ciMiiuy. 

Tbe prince got permission. With a shield and award 
in liis liund lie marched at Oie head of the army. He rode 
a red iiorsc : U woe n fiery aaiiunl, its longue was dcei» tod 
like a living flame ; it bad tlui ipeeil of vrinda and wlien the 
nrinj matobed. it seemed to lly in tbo oir. Tbc prince 
arrived at lh« capital of Bharni Raja and threw out bis 
cbftllonge in this way: " Ob king, you ace our awom 
enemy. There ia no time for you to loscj I have come here 
with your deutli-warrnnt.'' 

Dlorjii Haia burnt in anger niid camu out tu aocopt tbo 
clitflbuigu. 

TliL* tivo armic* met. Tlwir great goiwrai* ivere seen m 
llwir niifUit dreBseJ in wur- robe#, but the army of Bharai 

Raja could not Hw priiioc who oeniniittod au indis* 
crimiujtte luivoc tit the rank of his enemy. Bliarai took 
rt-ronne. at tUie •tage ot war. to his black arii lie tillered 
uiyitic words and tlatrrby chaniwd a handful of dust, 
Tim prims.'® uul lu» soltlien saw every thing dark Iwluw 
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tlH?ir eyos hllndfoldefl by magio. His fwople saw tlie day 
loiit for tlit'in uhd raiBi'il .iii iifiTMr of despnir. 

The |irjiKv wti3 fHiuiut baml and foot and ituprisoned 
inaisll. A »lah «I Hone wdgLttL|> twenty-two lununHs 
was piflcifd on hU l>n?ost. Htu army was dispersed : tliey 
fled away* (LI, 

(T) 

Prom her plrafOtr'-hijniM’ prina"-? tllinnipabati Iwnnl 
the ctiii'l new#. Tears flowed from both fier eye?. In the 
dee|» ajiade* of the at Rluiniu there w«re mwa 

of ireca from nne of whkli hlwmecl two flowers on a 
single ala I If. Tlir prinei>>ie nioiir it fully looked at tlierij 
and said io hcrwlF; '* Men nnd wonnm ore like llit^iC 
two fewitf' mado from du-^l by Ood’s own handfl. Hy 
the will of ihc ?ariie Prnvidentt: (hat joins a niiih and 
a wuiuoJ) in this way, you, oh prince, came to our 
c-onntry. l^roni thr- day my father [ili’ilgeil his word 
of iHuiLiur, [ liiive heen. oh tnnl, thine in emy way, 
fn my life ami at my death f nm yonr^ and can Im u( on 
otliers. Vtiu '\Tf the lonl of tny hfeirl ond I am your loyal 
servant for over, Tlw flower blooinf?d only yesterday. Wos It 
for fading :iway itHlay ami ao soon? T sat in thU pluasiir\‘ 
lioiise of mine and wwe IhU garJainl of flowers with great 
care and IsHiwl that I would rnywlf ;nh)m your hrenat 
with it. ijinuhil, f'luia and other seen!? are in nendineas to 
ht‘ utTcred wilh (uy youth and alt to your feel. I longed for 
the day when 1 wmild Iv aide tu wipe away the ditnt uf your 
fool with tny liwJim, flowing hair, I longwl for the day 
whett yon wonhl Iw on this coticli of tniue and I 

would olTor yon ^vretd Bongla hetcl?, f waited with a thirsty 
will lor TiifctinR yon herti- lltday was pniurul. My days 
(WHBed anyhow, hui my nights ii-einail wearisoimilj loiig. 
1 had hoped lluil Wi!ariiig a garland of (jhampa fl[)\nrra, you 
my love, wnnld cutui' to t»y ciiamlier to accept y<jur Inido, 
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How is it that you came aa aQ eneioy instead ? How tm- 
expected ia it that in tl^ place of bridal mnsld yon caise 
with the wsMlninia! Yon sounded the ahnll pipe of war 
when we expected tl»e sweet flute of bridal music. In the 
place of great joy and glee of the auspicious feativitiea in 
which oar citiswne had expected to participate! there is a 
deep wnil raised in their rank and flle. Is this the way In 
which you wanteil to lulfll the pledge of marriage? 

Know prince that I will put an end to my life hy 
swallowing poison or cutting my throat with a Unifis. My 
last prayer is that you should not for n moment doubt, 
whatever might bo the eixeumstances, that you ore the lord 
of my soul. In life iiiid at death 1 shall always remaic 
youra and yours only. I have not yet eewi your fair, moon' 
like face but 1 dream it every night. Without any enquiry, 
before seeiug you with my eyes, 1 have surrendered my* 
eelf to you. Alas, is our ILfe to end ihua stniggiiog be¬ 
tween hope and despair ? la human life frail and vain like 
the dust which the wind raiEes to the sky for a moment and 
then throws down Ui cold furgetfuluesa and obliviO'US negleot t 
(LI, 222-263.) 

( 8 ) 

The Nurse, 

“ How are you faring, oh princess? Do you know that 
the bridegroom-olect ta a prisoner in your father’s jail? 
He has been bouml in fetters, hand and foot, and a stone 
weighing twenty-two maunds has been placed on hie breast. 
It is not known if he ia still alive or is already dead. The 
Raja bos now turned liU enemy and seomB bent on destroying 
his life," 

WiiCD Champabati heard this report, ahs fell prostrate 
on the floor helplessly like a "onulC creeper when it Joses 
tlie support of the,tree to whicli it had clung. 
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Tht Princei to her Hunt. 

'* Dear tiiiree, bear wfaat 1 h&ve resolved to do. Anyhow 
I moat visit the [prince dow> Kiadly toad me to Jiim in the 
pnson. Providence^, it seems, ie my enemy. 1 am doomed 
to wear widow's weeds even before I am toanled. My 
father ia now my enemy. He has forced me to break my 
Bfaell-bracelels of tuck. Father and mother are both boatile 
to tbeit daughter. Alaa, whom shall 1 accuse 1 Who la it, 
1 know aot| that has cursed me, so that before my mar¬ 
riage I am widowed. Woe to the Provideoce which cut off 
the stalk before the bud bloomed into a flower. The river 
is rendered dry before the coming of the tide. The happy 
night WBd coming but the moon boa disappeared from the 
sky all on a euddeo. All my bopea, all my pride of yontb 
are now gone. Oh dear muse, do me this favour^ lead me 
to the prieon at once." 

Leaning on ibe a boulders of the nurse, grief-stricken 
Champa hied to the priwu-hoUM! like the mad stream of 
August flowing Lu aa uncertain path in darkness. (LI. ^3- 
278.} 

<fi) 

" Ob ezecutioDer, be my benefactor and release my 
husband from the prison." 

From her bead sbo took her crown of gold and gave it 
away to the executioner. Her diamond bracelets she offered 
him and began to cry bitterly. She offered him besides her 
beantiful armlet, ber necklace studded with pearls and 
dismonda, and last of all her Kweet-sounding^ankleta. " Take 
all these, oh executioner." she said, "and grant my prayer." 

Her earrings were wonderfully nice. Her bine* 
coloured sari called ‘ the pride of spring * was a delight to 
tbs eyes. AU these she presented to him and she clad 
herself in rags. 
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jVH lii'P iiruLMUHri cinKum'iii'tils' offerpti aiitl 
ihf i'\wiili«mrr li} ills* h-iinl U'^fiiii t(>i*i'y bitiudy iiayiiig, 

** Hdi'Li^c hi III. liikiii^ nil ifu-si’ \lii*! Wha( tuora can I 
ufTir ? Till High 1 -till lht‘iliiiifllili’i'It'" u Hi jo, yiiu «.T how 
ittiwrolik' 1 aiiir In tlii' I'liifc I'l liU'-hontl iiiuki* iiif n 
ctijilivt;. 1 ivill {"laJh cnii»> ih'iiti I'V iiiijiak'fiu’iir (u-inorrow 
t>> ifiiMmU-r ■»! ilii‘ I'iwii. I'm *hoi -ifim* of hvi’iiiy-two 
(lit .. IM( 111 \ liri'ii'.l. My hilik’Kr‘>niii "ill Unt W ihli* 

In Im-str Uic |*.iiM 1*1 'liii^ liL'Jvj "liiiiC- ^Vniiiciif tlit*in:li 

frn'itlb' .nul '*iU, ;iiv i|i«iiiiiii1 M lifp'iinig jorrowia. 

j!iv ntnmj in >.n(I*'r nil iVv-ik> "I loir, an their boir! i** Iwnl. 

If im\ tiiii' IS ahU' ii> MilVrr till' cnid iuiiiii-hmeiH* ll J 

diiiil m*i hf/' 

Tlw ImiKtifiil ninvilni \vr|H ami Inlil fwr Uttk* tali' in 
Iht^ \\n\ TIii' i>\i‘<*iiii"iii'i''> li*.‘!ii'i si'eiiM'ii to iiirll ftl her 
iminniiiiiiiirv Thi irtl un- tin* viritiiiili* |iri<on ol ilic 
lutiil III iJratli. ll Mill* n hi’uvy iron < cai^lniotiun. Till* 

iHirtnl^- nl iJiU .ilnwli' 1*1 Ih'sMli iii’IV npt'lu'il. Iil'hlc llK'ie 

\\ftn mil 111 Up hill itnrkno'. The pviim**? liphu’d .i loiini 
The ekiin * *iihI iMtukiilT- i*l I hi- I'riuw were l emovcit, 

'nil IVfifCrjs^- 

nil I'l'incc My hitliiT i* miiv your ciiPiny. He 

has imi >0*1 ill I Jii- ihii k Acamiiimi.*i! nrr you. oh 

l>nnii*. Ill sU -T ‘1 pihli'n Ciuidi. Your Iicil H'P<1 10 W 
•in'w’ii with flns'vrs. lU'u iiuilil yolt. nhiSj lie tlouu oil tUi* 
hiiiril pnoiiul! Even .i polilcii courh utnl o U'll of flowm 
inighl r'lvm loiipli. Jinil Imii iionhl I mnhr my own tirejial a 
U'll fur you* You mi i%' nnol U' tu iUt* jilciieiiii'^housc 
ol voiir jmtnyc eiijoyiini all i-omhiVt^, lli-te ofi' you iIimiuciI 
to '^UlTer llw liniu I'l '■ lile hi a liiII Tihe ihi«f Uow ita i 
wish 1 i-ouM hau' sill iiii|iorumily 10 wiish your fi-el Willi 
CfhiV wvutvil Wilier a till hui you MUlin Unuilihil miCfl fun! 
How 1 wivh that 1 coulil -wuie tiK-cly hotels to you 
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in 5EnHll golden boxw 1 Hbw I wUli tluit wben yciti would 
fecJ uneasy in tbe h«[l I would offcf my own breast »a a soft 
lied for you t 

The Prince. 

"Do not weep any morc^ oli dnnpbierof tlw Rrijn, Your 
falLcr is hnrfMiearted. I nevBi saw you before itiis. Your 
colour is womleriullj fair. After bitviitg bad llwj pleasure 
of seeing you lO'day I sluvll not regret to lose my life 
tO'Diumiw*. I urn to bse my life by impu lenient tt>*ii}nrrow 
ai ilie order of youf fntlier. Tbank God for tbogtoot 
fortune granted to me of BWiiig you ewn for this 
short time before my death. SU by me» deareati let 
me see your niooit-Uke fneo wilJi nij insBliaie eyes. Your 
father has pledged hie words (o marry you to rue. i am 
pained at the iLoughl of Bepsrution from yon aoon. Tliree* 
fourthe of the usglit is past. Only the last iJart is left. 
Death stares me in the face and at this moiuont bow 
precious do you flwiu to me I My heart is rendered hard. 
As soon as you will Ihi awayt this heart will lose its l.>est 
buppitiass. How do T wiah to umbrani you once, my dearest, 
timugb it lie only once in Jifut Bow delighted am 
I lo look at that angel ie face of yours even for a few 
moment*, though it is certain tlial my death takea place 
to-morrow morning I 


Tfie Pfinewj, 

" Oh pnocci oh my dearest, your chainn are all removed* 
Kow you may return to your home. If over you be so kind, 
think ul iliis poor girl as a servuit devoted to your feel for 
ever. Hard has lieen your lot here*-*in this country of your 
enemies, 1 ahili always feel pain at the thought of 
what you have suEFcrcil lime. Bui mom lluiu all, my gHof 
wtU be great if 1 am forgotten.'^ (LI. STS-^SO.) 
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( 10 > 

&he led bim by the tuDd od showed the pAtb thiough 
a forest. As the mouii flies aw&y—cltosed by the demoo 
Rahu, so haatily did be flee ntvny, and the poor maiden's 
eyes were flooded with tears ; when bidding adieu to fiku she 
said again Oil my dearcst> when shall we meet again? 
When will that fortunate hour come? Like a fish dragged 
from water, or a living being of the land deprived of air, 
bow shall I be able to drag tny existence separated from 
you?" 

The Prince. 

*' Weep no more, oh fair Piincess. Have patience and 
wait. You should not be allowed to he loft behind for long, 
but your father is cruel and may take some drastic measure. 
To*night was Used foroui marriage. Wliat an irony of fate 
is this! Conttul your mind, if we live, we shall meet 
again." 

In the forest he bad tied his hoi^ to a tree. He 
jumped cn its back and before bidding final adieu, the 
princess bowed down to the feet of her Lord, sayiDg""0h 
the planets of heaTen, the sun and the muon and tlie stars, 
oh trees and creeiwrs, be witn^ You have all heard what 
has fallen from the lips of the Prince." Saying so she could 
not say anything more, her voice was elioked with team. 
Controlling herself abo said again—**'To-uighi our meeting is 
in deep sorrow" and then again she dedicated herself to hi® 
lotus'feet. She said “ In all the three worlds none is so 
dlsowneil by all, none so lielplcea as 1 am. May you, oh 
Prince, reserve b little space for me at your feet," Thus 
saying her last words, she boxved down to the feet of the 
Prince once again. 

He gently and tenderly touched her. He wiped away 
her tears with great aflection. Hia own ^ea were not dry. 
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He wiped them alw and oeid, '* Tliou«oh Creator and Master, 
be wiineBB, oh eimond moon, tbebeaatB that mam in the 
(oresti and the trees ami creepers that abound here, be witness 
ye all, and ye oh rivers and canals of tfiis country, tlie wind 
which touches us, all be witness, this princess is mine, in 
my life and in death I will ding to her." 

He embraced her alter these word and rode fast. The 
bee fiew' away leaving the imprint of bis last kiss on the 
flower. (LI. 360-38(1.) 


( U) 

Now listen to wbat next befdJ Baja Birsingba, When be 
beard the news of the prince being made a captive ho at once 
left his city and paid a visit to a place named Eamina (near 
Kamakhya) where lived an old woman named Maina. She 
was a miBtresB of tlie binck art, and knew all the manirat 
and incantations^ where with to perfomi marvels. The 
mantros were given to iicr by the spirit Tal. By their 
charm she could transform a humert-faetDg into a tree or a 
bird. The victim would at once lose hia bumon form and 
fly up in the air if ahe wished it. An old man regained his 
youth and a man would turn a woman by the force of her 
mantrag. Our Raja Bireingha on hia arrival at Esmina 
approached this old woman. 

The King, 

"Lookherei Maina, I have oooie to yon from a tong 
distance. Many places have I (ravelled In order to 
meet you. KtndJy instruct me in the art of restoring life 
to the dead and of killing the living by magic; you will have 
all the wealth of my royal treasury at reward." 

TliC old woman mode a ball-shaped thing with the 
following ingrediaots collacttod from various plscea :~-Blind 
gnats, malignant files, the eyes of tigers and buffaloes and 
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the less of crubs. Ail this slve toixe^i up Rtitl stored in n 
sioall Ikssl. Oh n Saturduy niylit «he scoured tho bones of 
an ow( and the ijuille of |;orctiT>irie* Tlw; Uvcr of a S'ultnrc 
was added to tbofle. She made charmed [rills with these 
things: slit also got a handful of dust froin the crcinntion 
gruiiiid. Then she gathered h heap of fuels ffora diBierent 
species of wood. A fire was made tljere and tlie Raja was 
asked to sit near her. In tbe deep hours of the night she 
gave Mm the nwMfrflS he had desired. 

Thus crowned with success the Raja went back to bis 
city. Wben he was on his way he perceived that the mystic 
words of the great gixl Sliiva, logeiher with some of bis 
knotted hair, the evil spirits Daktni and Vogini, a whirlwind 
and the Mahsvidyas accompanied Mm thnmgli the oif 
unpcrccived by others. Re also peretdved that Bhagabati, 
presiding over all esoioric knowledge, hwl Iwcomu Ms friend 
and ally. He propitiated the last named goddew* by 
going through due ritualn and Bftcrificing at her altar a pair 
of buEfalocB. And after haring taken all tiecesaary action 
pml inti nary to war he now became ready lor fighting 
Bharai Raja again. (LI. 366-115.) 

( 12 ) 

He arrived at the dty gate and threw bis challenge. 
The war drum w'Bb Bounded in the city and Raja Bharai 
came out with Ms groat bow in liaud. Its terrible twang 
was beard from A distance resounding in the sky as be drew 
the string. In front of him stood RajaBirsingha in an 
attitude of firm determination, grim and terrible us a live 
coal. 

For a time it was a drawn battM. No party acumed 
weak or inclined to yield, but in the tneantliDe Raja Biraingba 
uttered the mantras given by Maina and spread a handful 
of charmed dust in tbe air. The army of his enemy imeama 
jiind and be easily cut ibem with bis ase. A sound of 


177 


THE BALLAD OP BHABAI BAJA 

starm rose on aJ) aidea while Bojfl Bitsingh exotaimed tohU 
army, *' Strike, strike the enemy.*' Btiarai Ra|a changed 
himaelf into a serpent, Baja Birsingh became a peacock and 
chased iL Bharai nest become a pigeon ; bia enemy, who 
wa# now more than hie match, becnnie a tuUuw and 
sprang upon the pigeon. The pigwm thangod shape and 
became a fiah. It tell into the sea. Ita adversHry tollo^-ed 
it there becoming an otter. 

Then the Kolch Itaja changed himeeW into a bawk- 
Bireingh became a vulture and pnraued the hawk. There¬ 
upon Bharai fitnUng no way of eaoope reduced hinnwlf to 
doatj the eroall particles mixed with sand and could 
not be discriminated. Bir Baja next bceaino a whirl* 
wind and scattereil the dual iu the air. Then 1» 
resolved to aim hia last blow at the enemy. Ho recited 
some tnantroa praying that Bharoi Baja might he 
reduced to apiece of stone. He conjured a Dakini to help 
him and blew three times with hia mouth. Ho uttered some 
incantations and thus charmed a handful of dust. He 
threw this dust at Bbarai Raja uttering the curae— * Turn 
into utone, oh wretch I” As soon as the dust teuchc^ the 
body of Raja Bharoi he Itccame a etatue of stone. 
(Id, 4I&-444.) 

(13) 

The people of the coimtiy filled the air with wild 
laments the Hueeti was mad with grief. 

Tlie Ireasury was seised and Rnja Biraingh Iwconie 
tfw master of the limd. Tiio queen then threw away 
her eight valuable ornaments and wearing the ruga of a beg¬ 
gar came out in the stnwts. Her daughter whose 1>eauty 
dazzled the eyes of all W'ho liclield her, followed her 
mother'i steps with down-cast eyes. The citizens could 
not suppress their toars at the sight. 

Her chignon was bound up with gold *ud silver tbrcadOi 
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SJie wore a matcbleEa sari called ' ibe stany ttkj - but her 
profuse hnir of Mack colour and her brillumt robes loolted 
cheerless and feint. She looked like the moon covered 
by clouds. Like a gold Image she shone in beauty and 
grace. This handsome princess was now a beggar In tlie 
streets of the city. 

See, my friend^ the unsteady nature of things and the 
wild freaks of fickle fortune,-^—tO'-diiy a monarchj to-morrow 
he tnrns a Fakir t 

Tlie Queen approaclied the court of Raja Bireingb 
and submitted^ “ Oh Raia Birfiingh, when I find my hoa- 
bEind turned into atone I cannot see my way through 
tears ; but lei that pass. It is quite natural that I should 
feel my respoDaibi!ity in respect of the young prinoeas, my 
daughter. My husband pledged his word to mofry her 
to your son. Your accomplished son is in every way 
111 for my handsome daughter. All my richoH, my king¬ 
dom itself have I surrendered to your Majesty. I have 
nothing else to give you. I now hereby offer my daughter 
in Inlfilment of my husband’s pledge. She liaa suffered 
hard. She is dear os my life-bloodj and precious like my 
eyes. If 1 do not see her for a moment I become restless 
and unhappy. Little do I care for myself. I am ready 
to die, indiiferent to whatever might befall me. But my 
humble prayer to you i» tins ; be pleased to accept my 
daughter ns the bride of the prince, your son.*' 

The cruel king abused tlio queen fallen in diatrosa. 
He spat three times as a sign of great contempt. Hie worde 
were ujigraciouB and rotigh, and hie eyes were reddened 
by anger, a.s he said,-— Do you dare, oh queen, to hope 
tlial I would marry my eon to the daughter of a chief of the 
hill-tribe ? What is iho value of pledgeB in this case? How 
can a proposal of marriage be posaihle with the daughter 
of a Kotcb? Did you ever Ijcar that heaven made friends 
with earth on term* of equality? I am descended from Godi 


THE BALLAD OF BHAfiAl HAJA 179 

and bold a ^liat relatEoiuitiip may ever czisti 

botween a lion and a fox? It Is abeer niadness la hope 
tbat tbo noble tree and the deaplaed Saora plant 

(abode of 'wltcbes) ^ontd be bound in friendship. I have 
already acttlad the marriage of the prince in a southern 
country— in the Dakkhin Pataa. Go away from my pre- 
eeoce, oh queen of Baja Bharai. I can have nothing 
to do with you or your daughter. You may select a groom 
for her from one of the hillmen of the Hajang tribe," 

The queen cried aloud without any power of rCfllraint 
and struck ber head with her hand. She embraced Ler daugh'' 
ter and said crying, " Oh my poor daughter 1 oh miserable 
girl I Who knew that such thinga were in atore for you? '* 
As she cried, the daughter cried also, and all the 
dlizens were in deep mourning. Tlw queen had secretly 
carried with her some pills of poison. She ffwallowed them 
otraigbl, and before she expired, said:—*'this whole 
world there is no place lor you, mj sweet Ghompabati. 
I leave you aloue and absolutely helpless mokiug over my 
charge to One who cares for all," 

Then her two eyes closed for evur. Alas I what be¬ 
came of Cbampabati ? Hearj oh ray audlenoe, the end of 
my sad tale. (Id. 444-60*2.) 

(14) 

ChampahaU, 

'‘Oh molhor dear, you have left me quite Lclploss and 
all alone. I have lost toy father and the liingdom and 
last of aU, you my dear mother. There is nono in the 
world to ^ve me shelter or gyeui an encauraging word of 
hope. One whom t thought to be my own and to whom 
I resigned myself, takes, alas I no notice of me. He hoe not 
como oven once to B4iy (i good word. The deep wound f bear 
in my heart ia not to be told to any body. It is duo to my 
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ill lu«ik. I wanted a little water frcni tlte )$ea and it Itui re* 
fused to give a drop. Tiw entrance to tny plnoaure-ljoiifle 
faoH l)cen barred by a Eied^ of tb&rntt, I naw tbe dark- 
bluo filouda arrayed La Lba eky, odiJ approached thein 
for a drop of water to •luencli wy thiiat^ bat instead 
of cold drink got a tliuadcrd>oh hurled ou my bend. 
How unfortunate am L li 1 go to the sea it Ix-comci'dry, 
U I want to hoTci a place io tbe laud it alipe owuy 
from uiy eight. Wlien 1 wander in I be forest wishing 
lo be killed by a tiger or bem. tbe feracious animalB 
avoid my truck. Even llw monster-snake which devoors 
goats and other aaimals seems to fly away from me in 
an instinctive dread, as 1 am unlucky. 

•'Ob Lord of my hourt, my last prayer to JOU is tbiy, 
^|oy yoar kingdom with your new bride. From this 
distance my pfnnurn goes to you. May you live for a 
hundred yeara. Do not recollect fwor ChamiKi, Ttie me* 
tnory would caimo you pain." 

With folded bajids eho bowed to ihe memory of her 
husband and turned mad, As she u'aodore<I in Lite coun¬ 
try-side sbe wept at! tbe time. 

Even tba statue of Bbarai Ruja tiecame ioatincii with 
life at this condition of Gbampabati, fur it was seen tliut 
tears fell From the eyes of the atone image. (LI. FllB’dflS.) 
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PREFACE TO BAGULA—THE MERCHANT’S A* 
DAUGHTER 


This baliad was oollvcted b> Babu Cbandra Kumar Du 
io April, 1930, from two poroouii^Niikul Bairagi and Krisia- 
ram Hat—both reEldeats of tbo viJlogo^ Modh^abati in Por- 
gana Kholijuri (Hymensingh)* It is a smal] ba I tad complete 
iQ 427 lines. 

Like Mahua, Cliaodrabatii Sham Rotaod Dhoparpat this 
soog ia charachirisfid by a tcroeaej^ and a rapid aticcession 
of incidents knit together into an ialere^ting pU>L It ia 
penneated by an exuberance of tyiical clement and can be 
easily rendered into a melo-drama. Prosaic details are 
mostly omitted In thia song and the aaibor, far from 
elaborating the story in the manner of classic poets, has 
in many places giveo mere gestures and anggesii^e touches, 
leaving the blanks of the narrative to be htled up by the 
reader. 

We are at first ushered into a chamber of the village- 
school, where the girl Bagula just at ttr dawn of her youth 
is attending her lessons. Here a ol ass-fellow, a young mer¬ 
chant, is her sole oompanioD. The evening is past and the 
sky with its orowa of moon and stus has just made itself 
visible through a window of the room. Site sita high up 
on the gallery and the youth's seat ie on the ground-floor. 
Sbe drops her pen below, as if through carelessneea, and 
makes a request to our young hero to pick it up for her. 

The youth is ahrewed enough to understand her tricks 
and says that she has dropped her pen in this way, not onoe, 
not twice but this is the third time that she has done so. 
He seizes the opportunity and asks a favour. Should she 
agree, he would pick op the pen for her; otherwise he 

< lag) 
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woulJ no longer allow faimself to be duped and worriwi 
to that way. 

The {<It 1, it sefimst, hail dropped tlie pen thin lime with a 
purjiose. liltc wanted to liave an opportunity to open her 
mind to him. She says that tJw young prince of the 
country has taken a fancy for her and that her father toiop* 
ted by the pro^peeJ^r of leeing hin daughter made the 
consort of a prince, hoi^ given his acquiescence to the offer. 

Here now she plainly tcUa the young lad what sht 
would do. She would rather prefer to wander in forcat? 
and dales, living on foresUfruiLi and ^deeping in a bod of 
teaveti. She does not oovet tlie lujcuries of the palace t 
but in no caae will ahe marry llie priuoc- She frankly says, 
" I hate him," adding that -ilic would marry tlie young 
merchant if he would care to have her and that she 
is resolved to upeak lo her father plainly nil those 
things. “There will be no more any shilly-shally," she 
says, “over a vital question affecting thu happiness of 
my life." 

The ftrat canto ends here. The anthor omits the events 
that immediately follow, cu,, lier refusal to marry the 
prince, her father's oonaent to her marriage with the bridc’ 
gFQom-elccl, and an account of the elyelan days of nuptial 
happincas which follow, lie at once introduces an episode 
which separates the pair. The husband ta bent on ^ eca* 
voyage. With tcara in her eyes she perfomu} the usual 
religious ritra preliminary to hi;; departure and givis him 
many a eoiind advioe ns to bow he sltould conduut himself 
in the aca under violent storm. 

The third canto opens the ptclure of her disoousolate 
and lonely tile separated from her husband. Here the 
conventional Sara most or an account of each of the 
twelve months of the year sasodated with her sufferiogB 
>8 introducied. The monotony of SuroiTiosi in the Bengali 
literature sometimes repels the reader; but yet to 
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the Boigati, when ttie poet refers to tbe tuineat in the 
fioJd inAgrehsyan, to the golden sheeTee bending low under 
the breeee and the featiriiiGs of tlie rural folk wJieo paddy 
lias bMQ heaped in the granaries—the women with lamps 
III their hands receiving the peasants who return home with 
harveiit,^ tho aceouut of ti^ae cannot fail to be intoiest- 
ing though told a hundred limes as it reminds him over again 
of bis aweet home— his eanhiy paradise. The darkneisa of 
mist veiling Uie face of oature in Pniw, the biting cold of 
Afagh, the freah-blown flowers and the gentle touch of the 
wind surcharged with their Iwneyed fragrance remindiog one 
of Bengal in the imjntJjs of Fafpun and Ctutilra, l|:ie sweet- 
smelUng acrew^plimti. > and tlie floods of .4*liar and Sfirafean 
when the villages are resonant with the aoundfl of tlie bells 

and musical instruments for worsilipping Manasa Debi,_ 

down to Aitoin when ewy little child and every yoJng 
man and woman of the country-side put on their gay attire 
and enjoy IJw galanlay of Durga puja—the pleasant 
aesoeiationa of feBijvities and religious observances during 
the different seaeona have an indescribable attraction for 
the Bengali readerB and they aro qql weary of hearing them 
once again, though they have heard the Bammasi repeatedly 
in many of the poems. TJie poet here while describing 
nature's picturesque ecenes Bkillfully shows the back¬ 
ground of a persistent and dogged pursuit of the prince to 
lompt and threaten Bagula during the course of the whole 
year- She finda bereelf iu a bed of thorna and lakes to 
^vicea to save her loving husband from danger. She 
is oompeJied to go on lying, and howsoever culpable she 
might be in the eyes of society as regards the ethics 
of her attitude towarda the prince, her conduct wai 
cortamly command justifleation in consideration of her 

utter hetplessness and of the doaiguing ways of the wicked 
prince, 

* Saw* iiltitk- FH4>oiH BtettiMaiufc 

9i 
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This ballfld df»e^ ntd cerlaiiily raiik liit^h in our 
fotk'iore; it's pootic lofirits ari? moJemie, itiough tlie 
tyricnl resources of the poet occssioually reach a high 
level of excellence. But of all things In respect ot tniiiscrip* 
tion it is iIh: hardest to reproduce tlie rehcitieK of etnotton 
JeBcribttl in a lyKcal [Toem—particularly so in tlw render¬ 
ing ul a Bengali wog into Englisih. The two languages 
ore poles asunder as vehictes of thought. There is 
nothing in Bengali of that manly and almost savage 
grandeur of u Teutonit language tike English, whereas 
the tenderness of Bengali, speciully when it deals noth 
an emotionnt subject ami its apjjeal to tlie heart make the 
reproduction of it$ urigitiol diarm in Eiiglish an almost 
hopeless tusk . 

The character of Bagula prcscnis a conception not 
rery congenial to I tic Hindu mind as constituted in the 
present i^iety. ^Vc have always iioliced that the heroines 
of tlicsf ballads are generiilly shown from d background 
which ja not at alt orthodox and convent ion al. The wamon 
is templed by the prince—the inC'sengi.'r comes and goes 
and W'licn the lettor^'beorer gets n tehni! and is prevented 
from visiting her, a trained pigeon lubes hor place as 
message'bed re r. No Hindu woman iinlcju she is absolutely 
perverse nvuld write a letter lo lier Hcducter in the present 
society, ^he does not say anything of all tlutt transpired 
to her mother-in-law or siBtL'r-iQ-lu\v but she conducts a 
steady correspondence williout tlieir knowledge. A!) this 
no member of r Hindu S4;cicty to-day would tulerate, nor 
would any O'ne amongst us cotHider such a course as 
consistent with ilie eUastO life of a woman. 

The t]ueMton of social condemnation apart, there is 
surely a justification of tier conduct, to those not pre¬ 
judiced by itie orthodox DOtions and conventions of the 
present day. 

The motliet'tii'Iaw oitd her daughter would ecrtainly have 
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created a row cedangering her huBbaad's life at the iMada 
of the prinee, had she given out all tluxt happened- She 
could not openly reject the prince though eu cruelly 
tormented by him. She la not hell so ooorageous as 
Maluot nor feroclouH ns Mahua. She tries to evade the 
dangeT'Zonc by a policy of continued tactics which are 
all of questionable etUica according to the present standard 
of Hindu society. 

Here we have a woman who is as ohaste and apotleas 
aa any described in this ballad literaturo, but she is a 
type quite diffeieat from many of the other heroines. 
It is the thought of lier husband's safety above ill that 
makes her adopt iactica from the beginning to the endr 
raising hopes in her lover, while she was always true to 
herself. Though the story is one of great tragic interett, 
the end is happy and we feel a breath of relief when the 
husband and wife meet at the end—’the bond fides of the 
latter being made clear to the young merchant who had 
just grounds to suspect her fidelity. 

The society described in this ballad seems to be a 
loose one not ooiitrolled by the rigid canons of to-day. 
The first part Is closely analogous to the story of tho 
Sakhi-sona rendered into classical verse by the poet 
Fakirram Kabibhusan in the Ifith century. There also 
a‘prince's daughter drops her pen and requests her lover 
to pick it up which the latter does on certain oonditiona 
but tbs agreement in the two stories does not go beyond this 
episode. Fakirram Kabibhusan evidently took his inf- 
pi ration from a ballad prevalent in the country before the 
16tb century and here again we find a similar type present¬ 
ed in the rustio language of the ballad'maker. [Whatever 
changes might bare been effected in the language we 
believe that the original ballfd was oompoeed in the 
14th or Ifitb century. 

From the style in which the song is oompoaed 1 find that 
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it coiKaiDs eome chamrtCTietiw of tlie period id whiob 
CiiAodiditB flour I filled. 

Ill roy introduction to other ports I Iiivto meti' 
tioiiDil flotEo tjiillads wliitli possess kindred idem and 
on iitmtistAkftblo pbrasoology n'tiich slioi^' tiint they aro 
products of a roromon age. KonrhniiTniiln or Dhoparpat> 
Motuia. Maliisal BaiidhUi Shnut Rni nod n few others arc 
cljnracli-rifwl by n aiuiilnrity of style amt o» annIO' 
goiiF c^tm-cjitioii of ptUftic vitiiattons more or less of the 
iinliireof tliose deschbod in Ghnndidm'a poems. 

I fmvc nlBo referred U' the fuel that to the iStii and 
l4Hi centuries Uengoli innguage was already in a highly 
ndvfliiccd coinlilion. Tt had di'voln])cd a siiblle and fine 
stock of emuiiLniiil cxpressiorifl which is peculinriy Bengali. 
Ttiore ifi bnrdly any influeiiec of Saiiakrit or of Peraiatt 
though tk cminlry at the time not only almimded with 
Paudiia but atet> Miiiiiaviti. We not only find in tbCAG 
poem? words current in particuhir localities of Bengal 
nod n galaxy of plirajtet which the womnn of Bengal still 
oae iu the reiiiaic moffusil^ but the very subject-matter of 
tin* (Hiems belongs to a iierlod, when in sexual mattera 
there w-as a distinctive Salinjin element. Tbia school of 
tk 13tb and lAth centuries ia permeated by a spirit of 
freedom specially in the conception of female characters 
w'hich wo mis* in the subsequent literature of Renaissance, 
There i« no rigour iu caste rulo*. Women do moiiy things 
not compatible with the scope of their recognised duties 
ill the present society, Iu love inniters they show & 
forwnrtlness and lack of a sense of decency—a little too 
much in comparison with the present standard. How 
far the women exeroLsM their liberty within the four 
walls of the zenana may k underatood from the fact that 
the heroine not only expressed her wtlliogness to marry 
the young nierchnnt witliout any haaitoncy or btosb, 
bui she kept up a steady and long correspoadenoe 
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with her lover though aho wbd ■ married womoii. 
tn spite of all this the wouum BaguJa betrays some 
oompUcatioDfi which abow a coosideiable literary power on 
the part of the poet. 

The latter part of this story bears a dose analogy 
to another ballad which has been jnst received by me 
IroiD Babu Chandra Kumar Do. The ballad is of Frioce 
Purandar. It appears from these similarities that the 
country bad been full of old b&llsds which were partly 
forgotten in oourae of time and their parts dove-tailed to 
subsequent compositions. 


DufESH Cbakimia Sek. 








Bagula—^the Merchant** Daughter 

( 1 ) 

Baguio. 

All tliat I read or irrite, ob friend^ sicaroelf taalces 
aoy impression on my distracted mind. Here have 1 drop¬ 
ped my pen. Will you kindly pick it up for me? Vacant 
IB my mind and my hands here tost all strength. The 
flovr-tide hue set in, and the river is ell on e sudden flooded. 
The lamp gives a gUmmering light. It scarcely dispels the 
darkness of the room. 1 entreat you, friend, pick up the 
pen that hu dropped from my bond.'* 


Thc Young Afercfconl. 

** But this is not the first time that your pen bss drop¬ 
ped from your hood—it is tbe third time. Yonder shine 
the moon and tbe state and the wind comes from afar gent¬ 
ly touching tbe waves of the river, lo the deep forest tbe 
bird has retired to Us nest—its wings dripping dews 
blown by the breeze. A shepherd is playir^ on his fiute from 
a distance. At this tranquil hour of night will you make 
a promise to me? Oh maiden 1 Promise that you will do 
wbat X will bid you—the moon and the stars bo the 
witnesses. If yon make the promise 1 will gladly pick up 
the pen for you.*' 

Baguio. 

** What promise, what word shall I give you, youth? 
My father wishes that 1 should marry that wicked prince. 
But I tell you quite frankly 1 do not like la many theprince. 

(iw ) 
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I would Dot t>e the bird ofo cage tlwugh il Las golden bats, 
Free like a bird of tJie sky I iratu to lire »—in forests 
and deles. ’What course I should take I do not know. 
That wicked prince shadows me everywhere and ineistfl on 
a reciprocalioTi of liis passion from me, and to tell you 
frankly^ my youth, my life itself, are being poisoned by his 
importiiniiies. He has made my very existence unbearable to 
me. Please pick up the peu thsi has dropped on the ground 
this time and I call upon the moon and stars to witness 
my vow. I will marry you and none other. You will 
be the liuaband of ray heart. In life and in death, dear, 
you wilt Iw niy love. Neitlier do I vriah for the treasure 
of a king, mm far his palace or kingdom. I will live 
liappily with you under the shade of trees. Golden 
ornaments nnd jewellery do not tempt me. You will pluck 
the fair forest-flowers, and weave them Into a garland for 
me, I Will pri&f it the most. No desire have I for golden 
couches .-md cusfiions decked with jewalla. If yon will allow 
me to lie dowa at yotir feet, my life will be thrice blefsed. 
Let this night be my witness, all that I have said is true and 
not one word of this is untrue. To-morrow I will plainly 
tell my mind to father. Oh my pretty bird, whose nest is 
in yonder banana plants, sing to-night a bridal song and go 
to-morrow wherever rou will ; oh wind, your donee is ploy- 
ful os llte river-bank ond there you love to dwell. Be 
witness, I have opened my mind to my love to-day Here 
is this garland of flowers which I have prepared wHh all 
the hopes ol youth. I present this to you. Pray we.tr it 
on your neck as a bridal present. Neither my father nor 
naj mother kqows of it* 

*‘The moon and the alars alone know of it : the wind 
alone knows of it,'* (LI. 1-46.) 
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TIjo t rum pot ia eoundiog and the sweet aound of (ftonfli 
ia henrd nt ioterTJjIs. To-doy tiw l»iiutiful girl of tliia talo 
ia going to 1)0 WJirridi to itie merdiftnt'o son, Tl)o 
young tuerclittnt is going on s sea voyngo- 

Bttgttla, 

Oh liushanil of my heart, romerntwr a poor Wrtiu[m’’i 
entreaties, Wiieu thtre will lju storm in tlw sea mxclwr your 
boat nenr tljo waat, Wlion the soiitlieni wind will blow, do 
not venture a voynge in tlw sen. Do tuitgo very far to the 
RUrlli. If yon happen U* pass by a rtTW near the hills, you 
should not trust tU* liinwanil iMHika; lliey are dangerous- lo 
the east tJ*e sea i® deep nml illioiilBhle and tlwre are isleta 
full of iimn-entiiig imm'item. When nuydfitiffer (JOJUCs recite 
the name of Diirga. And rememher, my love, your ptomiBO 
U) folurn within a year. Tf u storm overtnkes your la'ul pmj 
to Manasft Devi. Add lienr In iiiind that lie, lliv lord of the 
imiverKc, is our only «Uiy—the help of the Mple^/’ 

As bIib atiitJ all this her teora began to flow ineessatitly. 
fliiu hHik in tnrr Umid the lamp Ui hid him farewell. Like 
the rein of Auguat her eyes drupped tears. She became 
irutddened with grief tike the snake on the puitti of 
liTsing the gi'iii fruiu ih Jmod, She placed at the prow of 
the boat sfocreil gras®, and rice mid with Jier two uofl Imoda 
foldril luge I her she prayed lo Manasa I>evi for her htia- 
|jHii<ra welfare. With iiiceiiw ami ilowor® the boat was 
decked and jmriDcd. and as hIic said '* Victory and suc«*i 
attend my liiisbiiiidV# jouriwy/' she waelicd his feet 
tind with her liair all kiwcned she wipid lh«m again. 
'I'licre filtt' bade adieu to Itci IiUHb.md lor a year. ^ 1 tut 
tide was against Imt the wind palled up the sail ami 
carried the boat fast. She returned bomc from the bank 
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Alojw ahfi slept in Iter dtambcrj sIk! lay down in tier 
bed and then row again, restlefis and unhappy. T!»i^ vm 
a ricli cushion decled with flowers and sweet smelling buds 
dose by, but she lay on the bare floor. Slie cast away her 
iewellB and oroanieniB, and the night seemeed too Jong to 
her. Her love for flowers was gone. She eared nut for 
garlands and wreaths. She lost all taste for food. Some* 
times with a sigh she heard the cuckoo singing in the near 
forert-ita sweet note mahing the leaves tremble. She saw 
ibc ttwfdti creepers bending low under their floral load. 
There on the smalt boughs of the plaati, the chomjw 
flowers looked wonderfully beautiful, and as she saw all 
these Hbe cursed her youth. " What is the love of 
tbeuemenl she said to hereeli, "Alaalhehaa Ht me in 
thifi pleasant reason. How can I control my mind which 
baa run mud after him? How can I resist the course 
of my youthful nature? Youth will decay. Had I 
been a bird, fain would I fly to the region through which 
the boat of my love is sailing. Ob my beautiful bee with 
a jet-black colour and eyes which iparkte like silver, you 
wander about all places. Hum unto my ears a message 
from my love. How pleasing would it be I Oh wind, your 
march h through unbounded apace. Tell me on what rea 
you Jiave met my love. Oh moon ant) stare, eartli hides 
nothing from you. con you not lei] me where my love is 
wandering tn this pleasant night? (LJ. 7j-100,J 

(4) 

It ia now dawn. The flowers are in full bloom in 
the bower. A maid-servaol has come with a letter in 
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Iwr band, wiped atvav ibc dwat from 1<or body as sha 

had laid herself down on tlie lloor, Mid she i>ondi?red es to 
ivliose letter it might be. Was it one wnt by her beloved? 
Her eyes sparkled wilh joy nt the lltoogUli She opened the 
letter nnd read the oontenta. It wiia « love-letter from 
ibe prince whom she had rejected, A thrill ol feer passed 
through her as she read it. The pniico wants a reciproce- 
lien of his love from her—this is tiia burden of the epistle. 
The raaid-servant whispered Ut her ears, " Why should you 
lie down on tlie floor? There is a rich cusbiou for you in 
the right royal slj'le. Come with me to tlie prince a alxide. 
Your fair person has no ornaiucnt?—this does not look well. 
Your bwly will be decked with gold and gemn. The garden 
of the palace aboujida with cficm/is pintils iiiiil tliere are 
hundreds of flowers full-hlowii i maid-servants will pluck 
and gather them for you. In a golden Iwx betel witJi lima 
will lift stored for you mid preseiitetl by tlio servants, \oi,t 
wilt be in full enjoyment of all oomfori'i of life likif ft i[ueeu, 
TUo mnid-servonts will be in readiness to serve you with 
scenled nil of nil <!>rls, Tliey will arrange your hair and 
make fine broids. and you will look like n ipieen of beauty 
with them. Know it. dear girl, that the golden dowers that 
bloom to-day lose their chann to-tnortow «nil are thro^vri 
ftwiiy as faded things- The smile that (vdorrw your Up« 
to-day will fitde to-myrrow, The yoiitli of a woman, her 
most Vftlucrl Ireusure, is just-like tide- When it begiua 
to ebb tlierc is no force that can atop its counie. 


"Oh dear messenger, icU yinir prince all that f will 
say and slay deliver this my letter to liim. Tell liini that 
tny husband ia away from hnine niid I have taken a vow 
of wlikU I will spcftk preftcutly. Explain to him tny sjfiia- 
tion. Like i friend you should kindly acijusiut him 
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with ray Borrow. My mothor-in-raw and fllster-in-Iaw 
treat me very cruelly in Iht Itotise, Silently do I abed 
tears olipreaeed inhiimanly by them* 111 can 1 supprew 
the dedTO natural lo youth. Owing h, Utc cruel treatment of 
mother-in-law in concert with her daughter it has 
difficult for me to slay in this house. But y^t my row ia a 
vow, and oak the prince to wait for one year, for my vow 
IB for one year. During this time I wUl not lie in my bed 
but sleep on bare floor, I will not Ijegjdes look at the 
face of any ranie petion other than my husband. I have 
vowed to forego all enjoyments of life for one year. You 
* aee jnst tlio mat spread on the floor soiled with dust, 
at is my bed, I do not touch a couch or cnahiOD, 
For one year in conformity with my vow I will not 
toudi a flower or any scented oil, tmr will I bathe. 
After one year my youth will still Ui a blooming thing. 
Explain, dear mewenger, all ibese facts and ank him to feel 
^mpasBion fur me. After one year I shall visii him in 
Mb imlaoc, Takt thie Itsltcir ajk! v?imn j ou wilJ bin id it 
over to him speak a word in my Iwhalf so that be may 
feel pity for me and exense mo." (LI, 100-150.) 


( 5 ) 

The maid>eervant look the letter and went away and 
the girl in lier aprtmoni all alone, wept bitterly saying, 
Alas! alas 1 prints ^ ^ 

I dare live all alone in this house? He may do anything 
ID a fit of rage out of diaappoimwl pride. Oh God, who 
know, ndiatl^rm may come to my husband tlirough this 
man- Wild as a forest tiger is he-bent on bis prey I 
I do not know what harm may do to my abode of iia«. 
For a long perii^ has my huaba mi gone abroad for what 
unsown treasure ho may get in strange couniriee. If QOd 
IS kmd He may vouchsafe the return of my husband tn six 
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months. But if He ta unkind and it is so lieEtined th&t 
w« shall noeet no more 1 will cut my throat with a knife." 

The girl lamented in tliie way in lier louely room aud 
passed 4 full month, (jjl. 150>164.) 

( 6 ) 

Cold wind came with December (aijiia anf). Her 
elders pruliibiLed Uie messenger from visiting the girl ; so 
her correspondence was kept up with the help of a trained 
pigeon. Her letters came flying through the sir. 


Bagufa. 

** The cold wind of December makes one ahiver in hie 
house. The new harvesi ia pleaEsnt to see, as the ripe 
eorn-ataSka bend low when the wind blowa over them. 
The bouse wives with their sacred preaents to the harvest' 
goddess welcome her in their houses and worship her. 
Unfortunate os I am, my voice fails in roy throat trying 
to join with tlieira while reciting a hymn. Oh mother 
goddess, bless me, so that 1 may meet my dear husband 
when the day will dawn to-morrow.* 


PriJicr. 

*' Oh fair merchant's daughter^ I send this pigeon unto 
yovr. If you have any message to deliver you may send it 
through this bird." 


bagttla. 

** Oh prince, lialen to my prayer. Wiil this month 
with patience!" (LI. 161-180.) 
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(7) 

hagnto {aside). 

** January has come with ita thick shade oI mints. The 
touch of tiw cold wind makepone feej feveriaJi. My husband 
al&s, is not at home. A aigb comca from the receBaea of 
my heart, oh what a pity I How fortunate 1 tfhouTd be to 
behold the face of my husband to-isarrow I 


Prince, 

Oh my fair one! will you tell me Iww bug you will 
deceive we in lliia way T* 


" Your pigeon, prince, comes and goes, through the air. 
I soJioU tilts favour from you Unit you may wait with 
patience for siime moutbe more, 

" The moUier*in-law and lier daughter are cruel to me. 
Their evil tougue isewr bu?y abusing me.*’ (LL 161-103.) 


16 ) 

Bagiita {osidt}. 

** it ii February now. I feel biting cold a« I sleep 
on the bare floor. My fliime-ooloawd sari is rotten* 
yet I do not wear a ww one. ^fy blanket U full of frcsli 
cotton and my l>cd-Btottd fits tlie luansioii of a rich 
roan. Bui thene f du iml use. Aba, if my husband were 
here wo w^iuhl sleep logether on the rich IwihsteiiJ tlicro and 
his broad chest would be uiy moat (^mforlnble ImmI, The 
long winter nighl wvtnhl pas* away (luickly when we two 
wouid remain logeihcc cujoytJig each other’s company. 
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May my body be reduced to tKo dust that it is. When 1 
hare lost him vbo valued U most^ ndut is tlm good of my 
eiistence? Once I ivas hie pet, nay, bis very life. When 
be has left me, there is none to look after me and bold me 
dear. What is the use of this fife? It is now a Imrd^ 
to me." 

Prince. 

" Ob, merchant's daughter, three montbe have passed 
since I have been courting yoa. How long con I wait for 
yxM?" 


Baguia. 

** I aaaure you, printe, I will stuely rtsU you in your 
bouse. I too am passing restless days. It b only for my 
vow that 1 am suffering in this way and depriving myself.*^ 

(Li. 19^219.) 


( 9 ) 

Ragtifa (aside). 

** It ia DOW March~tbe prince of months. .Mi sround 
me, I hnd beauty and fragrance of new-.blowD Jlowcra. The 
planta and trees look gay with new ottife, they are liecked 
with new ornaments. Ala*^, how can 1 expect this gay 
natone to feel sympathy for a sad soul like mine f [u this 
heyday of spring wherever I cast my glance, ilw vision of 
my husband seems to appear before me from all i^ides. I 
see him in the Uowera, in the creepeta and f aceiu to hear 
him in the humminga of bees. But wlwn X t ry to (ouch 
him, the vision fades. I breathe him in the frogranoe of 
dowers and 1 hear his voice in the note of birds. Bnt 
alas, 1 drill him not in actual life, and pass my Jays and 
nights weeping." 
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pTtnee. 

" Ob fair cuercbaut^s daughter, it is four toontha rkD^^ 
I ean no longer keep my patience." 

Eagufii, 

Oh king's bud, oh prince, for one month more I want 
you to wait." (LI, *211-*225.) 


( 10 ) 

Bagtda (aside)'. 

it is April. Blooniing Spring appears on ail sttles. My 
mind knows nu rest. 1 sit in my bed for a time and then 
rise up lestless. Sometimes wtien I close my eyes in sleep 
for tt moment 1 dream that my husband has returned burnt. 
1 dream os if he han embmetd me sitting on a couch and 
kissed me teuderly* When it is midnight I dreiun again 
that be has damped me with his arms waruily, and when the 
night draws to a close I dream that we have fallen in deep 
»leep in each other's arms. But when the day downs I 
awake to hnd that he is not by my side. The cuckoo 
awakens me from my sleep by its sweet note only to bring 
in a ronsciuusnesB of the sad fad that my husband lias gone 
awny. He npi*ears ns a vision even'where but not vn reality, 
f him vainly in my fianie'coloured snrt, I seek him in 
my dislirtvetlcd hair, hut alas, ho can be found Dowlwne. 
He ia iu uiy heart and I perceive his prcsem.'e ibert but the 
vision vanishes and be never becomes visible." 

farmer, 

'* Listen to me. oli fair one. imve mercy. Five months 
have passed away. How lung will you Iteguik me In (his 
way?"- 
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Bagtila, 

" HAlf of ibe yonr b goae, o!i pritic«, wait n little 
more. Let tbe new year ooine and I siiaiJ go to your 
palace." (LI 225-*243.> 


( 11 ) 

Baguh (tutide). 

"'The new year hna come witb EatsaJtft (May.) I do not 
know wbat la in atfire for tue. Tlie aoft wind blows but it doc^i 
not cool my burning licarL. Like tbc sbw Jire in a dry piece 
oI dung, my Iwarl bum* inoesiaiitly ivithout remiesion. I 
cannot control my mind \^'lucb madly yortrns for my dear 
Jove. Here I spread my purple-coloured mH on tlte floor 
and sigh for my nbaent husband. The vow that I uiy to 
Ihc prinese, 1 Itave tnkeni ia a vain pretext. If Um lord of 
my Iraart wmild oome liere now, fain would I sit to weave a 
floral wreath to garland Jilin with the feeab flowerr of my 
garden. In the ploasant bower there I would make the bee 
a captive for life uud ^vould not let him go again. But now 
1 pine for iiini in the lonely chamlicr and pate wakeful 
nights." 

fVincr. 

" Oh fair girl, Uow long will yon play deception onnae? 
8ii luontlts have already passed.'* 

Bnijnltt, 

" fiut wail a littK'mure amt have patience. We shall 
surely meet after a short lime." <LI. 243^259.) 
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(la) 

'■ It is Jane nown Tl»‘ nifingioe-t’Tovcfl abonml wHb rip 
(mita. My lile, luy youth nra nit gone for noiliitig, 
Eta^uy is oivr pleasiiiie Jjoyai* in tbe roittat ol yonJcr tank. 
If lio were with lue, fain would wo enjoy each oilier** com¬ 
pany ill tint plcaantit bnt imw doserted Ikjusg." 

Prince. 

■' Oh, my fair lady, Ihia ttwvnth ims also pome to an 
end. Therv is a limit to niie'd [latienoe. How bftg shall 
t be bcgniletl in lln.H way?'* 


'* To Iw Iioiicst ami frank with yon. oli prince. tliCTe 
nra five luonihs imrfo for ilm observiinco of my vow iind yon 
will have U' wail till this timf.” CLl- 55^1-369.) 

(i:'> 

/f^ryiphf (prjfidf). 

** It is July now. Tlur river?* (tuvcnvciflown tlniii* banka. 
Dry stfeausa nre iiinnduteil, 'nw i lnuils nwr siml lliey slu'd 
cooling Hlrowcf'', hul my Ihiwt h*>i allnyiHL The cloud 
ami min niiim *1 hic. I linik limjinl* IIh? sky 

and watch iIk- phitiH'., iiiiiyiiig ihi-tn t** !»(• favminihic' 
till my ovcmlrahicpl rhwf in latigin!. Wlwii I'rovhlcncr; 

ia inclement, th*-rivci ilnv" even i» Inly, Just Iw^ir* ihc 
anmid of IhUTider. ha dcepmnnllHsI rnar <iijike» ih*' carili 
tmmhic null (inako. My youth will im*® aw«y in Uiis way. 
Oh jii ivindi? JiHil llmmicr, kdl Jiiv tiii'd ihut Iiia once ik'ar 
wile lii <111 tlie pint of ilealh.*’ 
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Prina-. 

"Havo mercy on me fair i>»er <)u not bc|;ui]e me Ijy 
Impce in tliia way any further. A golden ]Hilnmunn I 
will be tending to you and I haTe kept a diamoud tiecklacG 
for you,** 

Bagula (oaidc). 

" OL wicked prince, you talk of diamonds. Know tJmt 
I vaEue the duat of my liualiand'e Feet more tEiaii ail your 
diiinionds/' (Aload) "Be patient, princo. Long liave you 
waited. A little more will you tu^'e to wait." (L]^ 20ti-2SS.| 

(14) 

Aiiguat Im come with ita Hood. Av'^ater lias aiihnaerged 
lands. They all worship Mannss Devi in tliia month. Our 
loir damsel began preparation*! for wuretiippiiig the goddess 
in right earnest. When she dedicated the ctip to lier site 
was in tears. Site wiped atvay the floor nf tlie temple wjth 
her unbraided bdir and decorated it wilh/ritpaitc {mintinga. 
Powdered rice mixed wit Ft water was Etcr point. She drew 
a picture of the gotldew willi a orowu of hre serpeiits in 
deep devotion. She tjowed to the goddess with all humility 
and wit El fotdeiE Etaiids prayed for grsiutjng lier llm Ixtoa of 
her husband*a re tarn. 


Prince. 

** Notv listeti (0 me fair one, I will not atlow myvelf to 
Ijg Eiegujled any more hy your tricks. This liinc tny 
soldiers wiEE go to bring you to tite iiflEsce Eiy force." 

Bagulfi, 

Bill wait, prince, only for a short vvEulc. Tlie period 
of my vow and its conditions are aiiuoiit over. Tlieie will 
now be no more delay in our uicetiog." (LL i!Sll*S03.) 
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( 15 } 

Bagiita 

The moot] of SeptcmbOT ti» so briglil that it sliowa 
th« very bottom of rivers. AFa»r bos tny liuf^Fiand's ship 
stuck on some book or Los lie gmwii bu cruel uii out to feel 
a desire to see me? But lo I the sail of n ship i? seen 
yonder, pushed by the wind. Is it the ship of my husband? 
To tte sure it is my lord who is coming home mth his ship 
filled with cargo.** She brought out from her chest her valu- 
nblo ttame'CoIuiired «ort. With sacred grass and rice she 
waut to the landing ghat to escort her Uui^band nftcr oLsarv- 
ing the usual religious rites. .\t this time the trained 
pigeon of the prince came with a mossage* Tbe letter it 
carried was tothia cfTect—"Oh fair dtimsel, yon have jiiit on 
your choice attire nil to vain. The nivrcJinni^your husband 
will tint come to yunr house ngntn. He hiia got himself 
drowned with all his men in tlic Abanga/* 

Bagula. 

** Ob lung's son, let my husband lx*, drowned, let Itu! 
tnasiire of the ship he all lost. I do not mind all this toss if 
I can get a right royal husband like you.*' (LI. 305-3^1.) 

(16) 

Bagtila (ashfa). 

In the munth of October they all worship Durga. Se 
will surely come home to worship Ibc goddess. 1 luive collect' 
cd all ilia Jotus jliiwcrs of the lake and titeir leaves for 
worship. The beautiful lingara fiowers nre nil nbknn]. 
But tliey are fading away, lie bat not n tumeil even in 
this month. November will ^n be over; 0 Ins 1 alas ! Who 
will save me from death which ts immiueot? ^ 
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Prince. 

'* Olt my beftuty, d» no more j>Iay your cruel 

I ricks* on me. One year ift nearJy over, Tlicnf i» only 
A itmiiUi to I'omiilete the year. But ! tv.irn yoo> repoGe no 
triu^^t III your liiiiiliaTKl, If Jio happeiin to return 1 tvill 
eoitriue him in the pristm and there kiJl him outright, fn 
Dan 1 1 her I will marry yiiii. You will liave preeioiu^ »tonps 
and iH’arls to decorak' your jtcr^n with. Your hroct'icl and 
necklace will all be of dianioiid/* 

*■ Jtut the (Minpk'liou of the ritw prior to ili* fulfilment 
of iijy vow ie near at hand. Why GluniJd yon l>e impatient? 
f uliflli not be itorry if you kill itty hurbnnd for T tvill find 
in Ills place a myaf male by the grace of God ** 

She retiirneil to Itcr cfiambiT and began to cry helpless* 
)y. She kept hidden within her hraithi a deadly poiooii. 
The prince in the meantime made grand pieparaiions fur 
worship as avowed by tise girl. Hundreds of black and 
white goata xvere hrouglil for itacrifice. BiilTaloes and 
pigeons in large niitobere were broiigUt Itiere for the same 
pnrpi»s8. 

firnyrifn. 

It is November, My mind is all at ease. My hus* 
band ha» died in a stninge land. To*monow in tlic mid* 
night be pleased to send your palBuquto. I will go to your 
chamljer,*' (LL 321*349.) 

(11 ) 

The pigeon dew up with ihc letter but the sistcr*in-law 
was lying in wail. Slie caught tEie bird by a net and read 
the Jeiter. “You, shctnielei^s uiichaato womaul" she said, 

It is proper that yon simufd drown yonraeil to hide your 
shame or kilt yoitrsclf by fire.'' Site took the gir) to a 
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■iiifl 


«jUl(irj^ tXMHM Aiuf hi'jit ttLT ill tliu l(K'kiii». Ttj^ jij^jcun slic 
pul info u cagi', 

Jii«>t nl till*) tiiii;' hnr liiiFtbnnil urrUvil iit llic Iniiilitii;' 
tjliaU TliC Iniiiitic't <iuiirii1i‘i1 Jiitil tlu’ rvimift m'lil Itiroiigli 
the town tliJit tha Tnr.Ti;:linnl Uiul rctnmwl ivitli tiiN iiirpei. 

He left btff *)hlp nnil nt miit! eauir tii Um; fiirnp^irlirM-’til ol 
liis wife, Oil my Tlii^ub ! ” lie «iiil. ’*lJh f my life, fur a 
full year I Lave not ytjiir smiflii-* fm c. Wi* live in lla* 

laiift Ilf a wicked prince, m Iia iimW various riciit m« 

froiD place lu place all Lliin lime, t Hliall pu hmi'er ^tay iti 
lliis mimFiterV country. Open tlir dnor, oli my Inve, after 
a long lion: bavc I come to sec yon,** 

just I Ik; 11 the flialcrdn-law came anil Nartl aildrcsaing 
twr brolltcr, " Kc'ai]d;il lias spread in tlic cmiatry. 
No remedy do 1 find. Ytmr wife Jins played a dcecptloii 
no you.'' i>he opened tin* )'n{,*e id (he idl'd jmrl ulmwed tltv 
letter of Ills wife. He reflid the contenU and wa;* fixeil with 
rage. He urdercil her 1o be sent to exile on hoard one ot 
his sLi[M. ILL 


(IH) 

Aina for llaguta, she cried amd lamenteil in this 
way —** Oh forest tiger, cal me up. Dot du not let tlie 
Kport of my dealEi reach the rar of my Imiibiuid. Without 
any fault lie has banished (tU true wife, ft will surely 
give pain to his heart If lie kniiwi» the facta of my death. 
My buhharid h not in fault—mine U the fault. I did not 
swallow the poison, I kept tied in niy hair, I was afraid 
lest tlie wicked prince would kill tny huaband. Hence I 
liegniled him by telling him of a false vow. If I would 
die by poison f would certainly be out of Ida range and if 
my husband would have gone to a different country, lie 
would certainly avoid alt risk. Little would I mind if I 
were to die, but how glad would I be to know that he was 
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out of danger. Ob trees end creepers, oh aun end moon, be 
witness of m? sufferings but 1 entreet you to obsemre 
siJenoe, Let my liuslvand not know of my deetli which 
would ceitse him pain, Tiio life of this unhappy woman 
Dagule is a song of woes/* 

Ln the forest she passed a Few days sorrowing nnd 
lemenling, when another princo happeaed to find her there 
and fqrcibJy carried her to his ca^iitaL (LL 


< 1 ^ 

BifQula (tf> this Sernnit Priner). 

" Hear me^ oh imnce, I took a vow of absliuenee and 
worship for a full year. Tfte time is nearly up and it is 
DOW required to fuldi the oonditiuiifi/' 

Printe, 

But good girtj will you tell me what things w'outd you 
require for thft fidblmant of your vow? '* 


Bapufot 

Ooata white and black, buffaloes and pigeons will 
be required for sacrifice and over and nliove a lakh of 
champo flowers made of gold will be required for making a 
garland for the deity. In order to compteta tt>e conditions 
of sacrlfioe a mere bant's son handrome mid acromplisited 
in every way <<lioti1d lie lirought before llic altar oI llic 
goddess." 

Tlie prince was so greatly enamoured of lier that lie 
did whatever ‘ihe said. Any young mrrchimt passing by the 
river was made captive and brougiji hefoio Bagula to judge 
if he would do. Tlio-s many a young merchant was brought 
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but she nodded bcr head cncb time indicating her dioappro- 
val. Tliufi ImndredB of jraung tuorehnnta were hroughi 
to tlie paloee and made captives. 

After a Jong time lartune sinited on ber and the; 
brought ber own husband os captive. The reercliant, ber 
husband, remorseful after having banished her waa seeking 
her iit ill directions and had steered Lis ship upstream and 
arrived there. Like a vulture that boreirs over tlie sea when 
there is good* the young merchnnt was tmvelting in the 
sea lit quest of his cousort. When ihe men appointed by 
tlte prince caught Isold of him iiiid brought him to the 
palace, Bagula saw him and said^ All right, ihis is the 
man, reJeaso the other youtlor and you need not seek any 
more.*' 

Tlu* day of woh^bip was near and one night she private^ 
ly dfisptticLed a letter to her husband iitating all the facts 
of her case. 

It was the (Iwp hour of midnight, and tlie young 
mercliaiu, lier liuebaud, took her to Jiis ship wJiich lay 
anchored there. Tlicy set sail to it mtd marclied north- 
waol in great speed. 

When the day dawned, the people of tbc city came to 
know that the girl hjtd Hed iiway from their place. 
CD, 394-427.) 


* Tb* Mk-miuttvi iiiwu4 Mr Oxxl ih> n,]«i gp Uh ttw/ivg nt 

tkt mm. TU Tultmnr Snitr Mur Uifiu rsJ iw.»r gT*r lfi4ir intfi . Thii It * truJt- 

Ibiiifi-, kow Ur tTUr^ T UJ. 



THE BLIND LOVER 










PREFACE TO TBE BLIND f*OVER. 

This short bflilad wai* collecled on tiie ‘32nd March, 1030, 
by Bahu Chandra Kumar De from two man. One of them is 
a Hajang named Buddhu, a native of Susang, and another is 
a VaishnaT mendicaiit of KhaUajnriT natiicd Mangalnalb. 
Another ballad nf a t^imilar nature is current amongst the 
Halangs wlio live in the liiils. The Hindus and Hajanga ol 
the plains have {nobably adopted that ballad, changing it 
in some places, both in language and in spirit. The pro* 
fuse Vaishnav element introduced into the frame*work of 
the stofj originally conceived by the lull-men, is the work 
of a laiei period. But from the language of the ballad it 
appears to me that the Bengali version waa composed at a 
period not later than the loth century. There U an anusioo 
to Cbandidas iu this poem and to aivothier princely lover 
who fall in love with a woman named Kilmani and turned 
an ascetic. The phrases and expressions to be found in the 
poems of Chandidas abound in tbia ballad and though we 
are bound to say that the ballad possesses evident signs of 
the influence of the great poet in llic context, there is a 
kindred element and affinity in tite linguistic forms of the 
two, aoggesting the probability of the ballad being com¬ 
posed not much later than Chandid^. 

In my General Introduction I shall point out the pnsaages 
lor which the autlior of the ballad is indebted to the Vaishnav 
poets. The poem has Imjch oonstructed on the basis of very 
liberal sexual ideas which have the Bavour of Sabajta. The 
flute and the marvelloua cflect of its sound have been the 
most cngagii^g topic uf the earlier Vaishnav poeU, particu¬ 
larly of C-liaiMlidos. Tim flutc-plnjer here like the paslorol 
god Krisluia or the Greek Orpheus is credited with the 

tain 
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mn-eJIaiJs powisr of creiUmg nn extraordinarf commotion 
in naturtf. Tlie hirclfi coma down Jtoiu liie and uit 
tiatening to ihc Um uuor^ic of th^ river sudclenly 

chnngeis tht? I^snve^i of the treeg dnoop down^ and men and 
womau como out of I heir houneii enlrnoced by u% charm. 
We fiave found similar accounia showing the 
eJicet of [he pound of ihc flute not only in many of tbfi 
VaiflhiiHv lyrics hut aipcj in the ballad of MaluHaJ 
Bandbti (The lierdaman'foverj and coiii^picuoiJiilv in Ibis 
song. 

In Bengal which is pre-eminently an agricnUurnl country 
the effect of the music of this fiiniple insiriimont made of 
a teed or bamboo [ihmt is gtill irresielible The poets 
exaggerate, hut whoever has Iblened to the song of a flute 
played by a cowherd in the'hours of uoou, spreading indes- 
cribabJe patUck$ and sweetneag along the counlty^Bide* niuat 
testify to the wonderful power it exerts. Even now tiie 
DOW herd pl^ys on iiLs ilute lo while away the liine when the 
hertlii are at largo in the pastoral ground, I rememlier lo 
have heard a cowherd singing in diorus with a flute play¬ 
ed by his comrades. The son a ran Alas who is the 

flahermaii from whom 1 purchased fish in aorne past |if‘ 
and refused In giv^i him the price? Has Lis ciitae reeuUoti 
in tiiiM dire eajamity of mine? " It is woll known 
that the Hindu widows of upper classes even when 
iliey arc mere babies are not allowed to taste fish or 
meat. The woman of the aoug wlio has i>cen iiut 
widowed attributes her sad lot to her not having paid 
ibe price of fishj ^vhich^ she thinks, lias made her lose 
the privilege of eating rmb In tJus life* But that Is of 
course not the greatest oi her tnisforluiiea. Far greater 
Borrow loouiB behind thii refenence which is hut a Umt to 
her lifelong misery. In the still hour of iho noon Lho 
plBintivf^ but extroiuely sweei voice of the cowboy mixed 
with llw! tlirilhog sound of th® flute spread a charm and an 
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indescribable wall in the air making it reaotumt fdth a ten*- 
tier appeal;, and as I passed by a boat in the ri^er the sound 
itemed to create feelings tphich cannot he adei]uately ex- 
pressed. If a lover calls his sweet-heart by the flute, the 
* significance of the melodious aound l>e)ng understood by lier 
alone, it ts easy to imaeine how she strugglot’ in her heart 
to suppress her pasaiounte desire to meet ium. To go uul 
frtifn the four walla of the xenana in the day-time, ia of 
course out of ibe question. Hengal owed in the past a 
good deni of lier happiness, power and poetic inspiration to 
the barnboo-grovo with wiiich the volley abounds. The 
bamlHk>-plants supplied her with the flute, its price being 
nothing It ie not sold in the market, generally speaking, 
but cacii cowboy and shepherd cut a a branch and makes a 
diiie for himself. But compared to its sweetuess of sound 
all the musLcal pipes—the Sanai, the Clarionet and otJier 
costly instruroenta fall into the background. The bamboo 
supplier the Bengalis with fo/fiia. In the fdffti-play Ben¬ 
gali aofdierB were at one time invincible. There are still 
skilled (nfhf-players who, it is said, can successriilly defend 
thomtmlves from gunslints by a dexterous motioii of fulIrM:, 
The llute and the fcfhi were in olden limes the enuse and 
mapirntioa of the Bengalia. Tn tlie Vaishnav literature lira 
flute is a suggestion reminding the reader ' Of that music 
in our eternal souls * which has distincUy a spiritual 
meaning. 

In the ballads, however, there is no epirituaJ aaaociation 
w ith the sound of flute. It is for this that though there is 
much in llie phraseology of the songs which has the flavour 
of Vaishnav lyric*, ihe ballad literature is restricted to 
iU characleriattc xonc which it seldom crosses. In its 
spirit and in the conception of its free confsej tlie love 
followed by the sexea keeps its aloofness from the Hindu 
clfiaricat ideal. Here in this ballad the princess wants a 
boon—not of course of her own seeking. It Is her husband 
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who ^v«s the suggestion which the wife lakes np with 
some hesitancy at iirst. No doubt her toyal consort shows 
his great renunciation bj foregoing his elsirns on ius wife 
because cf Ins taking a vow\ The Buddhist idea of reituD' 
ciatton is there, but the woman will never lie praised 
io Hindu society for asking her husband to give lier up. 
According to Hindu Jurisprudence she has no power to sepa¬ 
rate iierBeU from her husband in that way. But the poet 
does not acknowledge any lituitaiion of the sort. HU busi¬ 
ness is to show- that the princess is true to herself and 
though she is a married woman even that sacred tie is of no 
value to her. The fact is thni in sexual bve the ideal of 
these poets is very high. It is beyond alt convention, 
beyond anything which atiesses the inrioiabte sanctity of 
nuptial vow. The hetoine once in love forgets abwiutely that 
she is a member of the society. And in the princess even 
her worst critics will not detect anything like cravings of 
nninul life. Though the Jovo has not been spiritualised here 
ss we had it in Vaishnav poetry, it is a pure and imma¬ 
culate flatoi!—an unmiated piece of gold—which estaWishes 
the superiority of the emotional felicities of that pessioii 
over every other cunsideration of the world. 

The exuberance of lyrical element in the poem hns made 
the translator's task very difficult. The beauty of the 
original cannot be preserved in the translation, as it 
is a piece full of subtle emotions, and no person can l« more 
conaciouB of his iimitatious and iuabitiiy than the translator 
himself. 

There is no incident, iiij dramatic flituatioa, except in 
iJie very lost canto. There are repelitions which sompticooii 
tax the patience of the reader. This defect will ntrike one 
t 2 iorc pruunnently while reading the translation. 'The in¬ 
evitable Jia reman is tiere also tliough nut in a pronounced 
form. The vow of the prince nod the clever way tn which 
tlifi princoKs ^eks a boon and gets i sanction from her lord 
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to cut beroff from the palace aod become another man's 
the pure Jove of tbe blind man full of self-denial, and the 
pa of the tragic end—all this forms some of the intereat-^ 
ing features of the baUad, The moat notable element is its 
Bbaolute freedom of tone tram conventional beliefs and 
ctooaa of the society. 


Djkesh Chakdju 8bk, 










The Blind Lorer 

( 1 ) 

Though a. blind beggar, the joung man looked tike a 
prince ns he stood at the door, * Oh citizens, give 

int fllmn/ 

Tlifi enrijr dBwu tiDgcd the dloudfi of the bari^oD with 
the colour of catechu, and gradually the deep red of vex- 
mihioD gently spread over thfun, Wbo is it that Munda 
his date in the public atreet at such an hour aiandiog under 
that tree whose teavee mstlo pleasantly io tbe moming- 
bree^ ? How sweet is tbe musio of the 0ut« that oomea 
floating in ibo air I The wavea whisper to one another. 

It is ebb-tide, but aueb is tbe charm of tbe flute that 

the streatn flows up aud its swelling waters wash the 
banka,' 

In the early dawn there see the boughs of tbe poma- 
granate tree.—they am aglow with red flowem. Tbe earth 
and the sky look strange UMlay. The luooii and the stars 
ore blotted out of tbe sky. But bow strange the world 
looks today | 

Tbe flute of the blind youth ptainttvely einga'Give 
me alms, oh citizens, give me alms/ The sound fltla the 
whole air's space. ‘In the world I hare noae to call my 
own. I wander alone; no home, no botiiM have L I lire 
under trees. If I approach a tree for cool shade to save 
roe from tbe beat of the day, the tree itself becomes fire 
to burn me. Alas ! my luck is my foe. When athirst I 
go to the river, it dries up at my approach. My luck, sins I 
is my foB.' This is the burden of the blind mun's song. 
'Give Litn alms, oh citizen.' 
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'* From wliflt lovely laud lias be come,—ao haadeomo, 
so lirighL lie looks? Hk colour ila^zlofi une's eyes like geld. 

I never sew a figum ao lianilaouie, one would Gaaily like to 
make liini one’a ]«el Uke a aboirii] or a snkd bird« Wiiat a 
wicked providence waa it which by its freak created bucIi an 
angel willioul eyes?" 

She comes to tbe princeBs and says, ’Listen to me, ob 
princess, A einingc beggar le at your door. On hia back 
hangs a wallet. He looks bright as gold. Bn1 cniel provi¬ 
dence bfls given bim ni> eyes. If you sliouli] like to see 
blni, bitaten to the door and take with you what alma yon 
may be pkasetl to olfer him. Like gold or hre or gorochana 
he charms by hia very caloiir. One could lutrdJy forget him 
if one saw him bnt once in life. A strange ynuth is be,—one 
of bis eyes sheda tears and tbe otiter seenia to smite.* 

tU, 1-38,) 

CftOTTMT- 

‘ Ob my jolly boat, made of mtmpiiban wood from wbnt 
country bast thou come and wbltber art tbon bound ?' 

The sound of Ibc Hute comes from upstream and goes 
afar flowing in the down. The weary breeze whispers a 
message to the ear but what it is, It is difficult to define. 
Perchance the flute aings of that beautiful Und from where 
the charming youth baa come 1 

Pmc«w, 

' Singj oL flute, stiig your sweet song again, My eers 
art a-tbirAt. Let me bear it over again. When tbe sweet 
song of the fluic is beard, tbe wakeftil liearcr la gently 
Lulled to aloep. Eis eyes are closed and be passes from 
tbe world of fact to the world of dreams. Ob what 
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n mystic power ts in the sound of this blind mail's fiutet 
Confined to the four wnlls of borne, as I oiu, my mind is 
carried adrift beyond this nanow space.' 

'Oh priucosB* cries the btind man, 'keep oiidc the 
string of flowers that you ore weaving, fie gracious to 
accept this gift of Bang from a blind young man.' 


Pfittwss. 

‘ Ob my maid, what can I offer to this youth? The 
music of his flute iiat maddened mi!. Qo and tali the King 
—my father, to open the treasury-room with doors of gold 
and bars of silver, giving this Iteggar a free chuicc to take 
from it anything that he desires. But stop, there arc some 
to whom the dust of earth and precious atones have the 
anme value. First let us know what ia it that be saehs. 
A suspicion lurks in my min d that he is not what he seems 
to he. but a prince who owing to scmic mishap has Inst his 
eyes and wauders from door to door to hide the great pain 
of hia heart. One's physical suffering ts nothing ae. cani~ 
pared to ones mental pain. What tresanre is iu the earth 
which can make a biiud man happy? * 


The Maid, 

* I will tell you princess what you can give to the blind 
man to remove the pain of his licart. Tfighl and day aro 
the same to the blind man. If you can somehow or otlier 
restore eyes to him it is tlien only that be may feel trappy 

The PrinceM. 

* Bui the royal tresaum canuot give him his eyea^ oh 
maid. Tell me what can I do to help him? ' 
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The shadow of a deep sorrow fell on her face, hesutifol 
s ehftvnpa floTi'er and (rom her band dropped the wreath 
of fiowcfs ihst she was weaving. Her eyes abed tears as 
she saiiig 'Take my two eyes and ptesent them to him/ 


The Maid. 


'AlftH, what purpose would your eyes serve? The blind 
man may be happy if you would give him jour heart/ 

{LI. 1-46J 



' Oh, who is it that plays on the flute? whal weary soul, 
what agonized iiiind--siiigs lliat melody? go pilgrim and 
let me know all about him/ 

The King roac in the morning from his bed hearing the 
sound of the 'Such a honeyed sound I never heard 

tn fife. He cried. 'The sound has maddened the morning, 
breeze. It ia difficult to remain at home when the attrao* 
tion is no forcible outride. Go. ye messengefs. and let me 
know who the player is. H eeems that the pain of first 
love disappointed hm inspired this music/ 

Tlje messengers came and said. 'A very handsome young 
man is playing on his Kute/ - Call him to my nieEcnce 
waa the King's order. 

^ith fofi flute in hand the young man stood iiefore hia 

ajest). He seemed indifferent to everything; a heavenly 

hght awmed to emanate from his face. That light iflu- 

minat the path- But etsroai darkness lay before hit 
bund eje«. 


Th^ King, 


'Tell mo, oh handsome lad, what pain of 
despair makes jrou wander from place to place ii 


pein of heart, what 
J place in this way? 
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Where ie your home find who are your parents? Hove you 
any coEDpanioo who trords along with you?' 

' The Blind 3fdn. 

* No, King, neither father nor mother ha'*n I, nor have 
I any brotlier. Like the bird of the weather 1 fly from sky 
to sky. My creator is surely 9tony->hearted; He has doomed 
me to etorna] sorrow. So unfortunate am I that I bad 
not the luck of seeing the face of my parents whea I was 
bom. Nor did I ever see the golden rays of the sun or the 
light of the fair moon. Night and day to me are alike, oh 
King, Vain it is for me to accuse God or my lot. For some 
wrong done in a previous birth have I been doomed to this 
punishment! I carry the load of my aornows wherever 
I go, and when I stietch my limbs for rest in the sliodea 
of a forest I weep and weep till my eyes close to sitep. 
The forest, truly spooking, is my home. The young one 
of cuckoo begotten by its parents is left to the care of a 
crow,* but ev^Q euch a refuge I have not got in life* no 
one ia tbere to take care of me.' 

The King. 

Tiometit not, my young lad 1 From to-day, throw up your 
wallet and give up the avocation of a beggar. Live in my 
palace happily. From to-day 1 ahaU occupy the pi ace of 
your parents. The doors of my treasury will remain ever 
open to you. You w'iil wear a neddaoe of diamonda and 
got hue dress and ornamenta. A well'furnished room will 

given to you and there you will lie un a soft milk-white 
bed, fn the moruing you will awaken me from sleep every 
day by the music of your tiuie. I have got a daughtec who 
is the Ufa of my life, you will teach bor to play on flute. 
These are the two things that you will liavo to do here. 
Nothing more shall I expect from you. Here you will 

* Thm IftdklW ia XqiU* h » cofiktA Ui§ Oit UmA iil Mt v«a, H kai*« tl« 

40 * Id th» tlHi of » mv Id ba U±ma wd d bf it. 
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bava perfect happicese in alJ matters aare in one wbore 
Done can help you. No one can restore eyesight that you 
have lost.' (Lt. 1-57.) 

(3) 

The fifmd yoa#A. 

■Take from me, oh princess, your lesson in muaje. But 
I am afraid lam not a worthy teacher as I am blind. Tba 
world b dark to me, i have had never the privilege of seeing 
this fair creaUon of God. I* seems that a ertiet Providence 
played a childish prank with me by throwing dost in my 
eyes at my birth go that I wua born blind. I gee neither 
how the river wendg her course nor how darkness rtfiitumi 
to the world after light has faded away. I woodier bow 
the Bun and the moon look in tbo sky I What sort of thing 
ie light? From what horizon do its streaks first buret 
forth? How does the bud develop itself elowjy into a dower 
or how it looks when the air b still? 1 hear of trees and 
creepers but I have never seen them. God Ims made me 
miserable by depriving mo of sight. What ie the form of a 
human being? How doc# a smiling face look ? 1 hear the 
words of men. How it pains me that I never saw the beauty 
of a moonlike face. T nm not privileged to s^ all these 
though my mind imagines many incoJjerent things. Neat 
about me stands on avenue of trees and cteepere laden with 
a hundred fiowere and above me are the aim, the moon and 
itare. But dearer than ail sighu js that of your face, and 
though 1 canno t see it i think I can imagine its beauty. 
You are not La my eyes but always in my mind.’ 

The Princess. 

'Oh stranger, oh friend, what a deep sorrow moves you t 
Will you toll mo, my blind friend, from what country you 
haU? Who are your parents? Wliat bird sheltered the 
young one of a oookoo who had no mjst of its own! Will 
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you tell mei dear^ by what name your oountiyuiflii 
you?* 

ffttf Blind ^otith, 

' I Jiave Qo name, princese. They call me a " mad 
fellow '* and modt me. There are some who take delight 
ID throwing duet &t my person and anDoying me in other 
ways,while there are kind men who receire me w'ell. 
Some serve me with refuse food nud think that the mad 
man would be glad at such an act of charity. Some turn 
me oat from their doors, crying aloud, "go home," But 
there are others who open their hospitahle doors and say, 
“ be pleased to come in.** ’Whatever they do I bear patiently 
and hiding ray teora take my stand at the gateway of people. 

I have now and then met excellent mnn win) look 
care of me. But others thought that I was t enemy m 
be pursued with irate and anger. This is the way of the 
world, pnneesa, I do not accuse any one. T have no com* 
pl^ta to make* I am really a mad fellow and mad is 
this flute of mine that you see in ray hand. With this 
flute I am absorbed in my own thought and wander 
abool playing on it in the public street. Call me by the 
name which I have deservedly got from the people—** A 
madfellew," ' ^ 


The Princen. 

People fear you since you have tlie power to fascinate 
man and women by the music of your flute. The sound 
of your flute <mte the heart tike a aharp sword. One who 
hears this painJiU and melodious strain will never bo able 
to forget it. Play un the flute, friend, and tcaoh me the 
art. From to-day I count you as my dearest, I will not 
part with your company for a moment from to-day, Like 
the beautiful black paint that adorns the eyes I do priae 
you and hold you dear. If people spread scandal I 


234 


EABTEBN BENGAL BALLADS 


bide my feeJinff in the heart of my heart so that others may 
not know of it, I will bear your fiule hiding my 
joy from others and even Uien If they would whisper 
a tale, your thought wilt lie like a prcciotu jewel put 
secretly within the casket of my heart. Toti will be 
verily like my aart with which I clothe royself—like 
a wreath of flowers, which I put on my hrea^t, like 
the red powder of fuck to paint my forehead—like the 
ewcetHieented sandal wherewith to perfume my body, 
my joys and sorrows will spring frem my Ime ulono and 
manifest Uunnselves in the tears of my eyes. If people 
would still charge me 1 will not mind it at all. Vou and 
myself will merge in one unotber and will he une body, one 
soul. Yon will see this world thmugli uiy eyes and thus 
will I remove your pain of blindness. I will be one heart 
with yno when you will play on your (Inte moved by the 
same emotion. And for life i will be your true and loving 
eerrant, * 


The Blind Jdan. 

' Ob love^iek foolish princess, think thrice liefoie yon 
settle your courset it will be sheer madness on your part, to 
take on your head iho burden of lifo-long sorrow. Accustom¬ 
ed as you are to all the oomfurts of life and its smooili and 
rosy way, why abonld you choose the thorny path ? There 
la nectar in store for you hut wbal insanity lioa seized 
you that you would prefer poison of which you arc not 
awsiTO the bitter effects t Do not, oh prmcesit, strike a blow 
to your furtu’^e and indulge not, I pray, in tfioughta which 
would lead to diaostpr. After whal I have heard I would not 
like to stay here. Adieti to the comforts of life in a [lalsce 
where I found Hhelier for a few days, adieu princess, permit 
me 4o deport/ 


THB BLIND LOTTEB 




Chorus^ 

' No, it cannot be, dear, 1 cannot allow you to go. You 
will be like tbe paint of ray eyes to atlom them for ever.* 

The Prtncejf. 

' From the day I have beard your flute, I have given up 
all thought u! my position, honour and statua. I have reaolT' 
cd to be your devoted companion of life, I tried to disauade 
ray mind but like the wild iamuna my mind has ever flowed 
against the tide, and all sober tlvougbt 1? of no avail. My 
raind has yielded to the irresistible away jour flute. If I 
ara separate*] from you fur a moment [ become like one mad. 
My mother baa ordered roe not to play on flute any rooie, bat 
my miod is not to be lessoned. It would not listen to any 
counsel. Like fire tliat liei buried in wood-dust, this love of 
mine, hidden in my heart, alowly and steadily oonsunwa 
me day and night. Where is real bappineaa b all tbe«e 
vanities of the palace ? Alas, who la there to fulfll the 
yeaminga of my heart ? My lo%Te h like the white ant 
that eats up a young grove of bamboos. It baa sapped the 
peace of my heart, alas I my eyes know no sleep. Your love 
to me is like necUr mixed with poisou. 1 have drunk ii deep, 
Without you I wish no other bapptneea in thia world. I 
would turn an anchorite and go to ibe forest with you, 1 
will apply sandal paste to my hair and make it knotted oi 
the osoetica do. Let the palace remain bare with alt itahappi- 
pesa and pleaeurta. These are not for me. Let my father 
and mother live hem in peace. I have nothtag to do with 
them. We two will Jive on foMft-fhiits. My day will be 
apent b weaving flower garlands for you—bow happy t l 
will gather hooey from the flowers like the bee and bold the 
oup to your lips for drbk thrice every day—how hippy! A 
bed of soft leaves I will prepare and there happily lie down, 
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I do not know, dear, if &1) tbese will make you Lappy. So 
long OB Life will exiet I cannot think of parting with you. 
The hair of my head will be the chain by which I would 
bind your feet fc that you may not go, teavirtg ma, Inspita 
ol nil these if you would atUl persist in going away, kill 
me hrat and Ihett go, or 1 would kill myself, and would 
not make you reBpousihle for my death any way,' 


The Blind Youth. 

* Peace, oh princesa. Restore peace to your heart which 
U unduly nifficd, I have taught you how to play on llute, 
your lesfioDB are complete now. If any thought of mine 
baa spotted your heart, remove it at once. Why sboutil you 
suffer for a blind man and stranger like me ? Go and 
occupy your chamber in the royal palace. You are tlie bird 
iftramou or 5flri nouriaUed in a golden cage. 

‘ Your place will be that of the queen consort of a great 
priuce. A hundred maid-aervants will be ready to eerve you 
at call. A hundred ornaineiita will adorn your person. 
Why of your own accord, oh princess, will you court a life 
of woe prompted by fooiieh love ? The course that you want 
to follow is full of misery at every step. This love la like 
a thorn, which, if it once pierce your foot, will come out 
through the heart. The whole ayatem will bleed. Have 
you not heard that Chandidas fell in aueh mad love 7 fiia 
whole life waa slowly consumed oa if by £re in wood-duet. 
You have besrd too of a prince who loved * woman ngiued 
Nihmuu and turned an ascetic. Wbererer people fall in 
intense love, they bring, on ihemselves, the puniahment of 
life-long misery, Juat see the bee making love with flow- 
era. The flower fades prematurely, toeea all ito hemej 
and falls down on the earth, faded and neglected, The word 
love sounds very good but is like the Makal* fruit 


the bukd lovee ^ 

which has & daziUng eiterior but black coal inad®.' 1* 
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( 4 ) 

The flower bud of March blooma iJl ApnU Days paaa 
away, and llicn; comes ebb in the water of the river. 
Tbe Bweet April—the honeyed apring—slmo flree fast. Then 
coineB Ihe ^ason of extreme heat. The old leaves drop 
down one by one, the note of cuckoo U no longer 
heard andtlie flute sounds no more. The hot wind bbwaand 
the mind feels ill-at-ease losing its inieiest in the environ¬ 
ment. 

Then cornea the new-ycar rejuvenating the youth and 
filling it with new hopes* But the mind of the prineesa 
even at this season feels a airange thrill of pain. She secs 
the beea flying about the flowers of the garden. But the 
King has forbidden her to go them. 

Id early May the trees are adorned with new ieovea. 
The match-maker comw to the city of the Haja with tome 
nevm. Alas I the play-house ia broken. The fiowera of the 
garden are all faded. That smile of her face which waa 
sweet as the ehowpa flower no more plays on her lifM, 
Her onrling hair becomes like torn jute. The white ant of 
despair has eaten up all jnys of the green heart. 

The drummen beat their drums and players dance in tbe 
palace. The sound of masic riaes high. Who ia this 
prince and from what strange country has be come to take 
our fair prinoees from her father's palace? 


The Blind Youth. 

* Oh monarch of this vast kingdomi respectfully do I 
approach you with a prayer. Be pleased to give me pw- 
mlastoo to depsrt I will go hence to some other country.* 
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Tht King, 

But why should you bo io $uch & fautry for it? Stay 
here in this palace cf mice. Here will I provide for you all 
that 13 roquiied for your Iiappino^^. My troaBiiro will 
aaiisfy all that you need, I am [Ilio your father and the 
queen will take care of you aa if you were her son, I will 
get for you a princess who will be your bride, and I will 
build a aummei^bouBe in the tank where you and your wife 
may live in comfort) A hundred inaid*eervaiits will bo 
engaged to serve yon. You will live like a prince in the 
palace in every way. One thing is indeed to be regretted. 
I shall tiot be able to give you your eyesight. But I assure 
you you shall have a good share of this kingdom.' 


The BUnd Youth. 

* Oh great King, my debt to you is immense. There is 
none in this world who has befriended me in mj distress as 
you Lave done. I enjoyed my life here beyond my remote 
expectations and this is all due to your gracious feeling to¬ 
wards me. In every respect I have been happy here. My 
only regret is that I could not have a sight of your smiling 
face. Your Majeaty must have been my father and the gooi) 
queen roy mother in some past life or else how oould you 
have so deep an afection for one poor ae I am. I have no 
word to express my gratitude to you or praise you sufficient¬ 
ly. I have none to accuse. If I am miserable still, it is aU 
due to my ill-luck. My evil destiny pursues me liltf an 
enemy and drives me from place to place allowing no rest. 
What shall I do with kingdom or riches? This flute in my 
hand never allows me to stay anywhere long. It impels me 
to go from place to place, singing my song. And in this 
the flute acta u iny enemy, yet I cannoi Uubw it away, for 
i like it as my life. Its sound brings tears to my eyes and 
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1(0 ooDg gives me pein but Btiil it is deuest. Its musie 
kills me and revives me at (be same time. It le my religiott— 
the main Bpriog of my action. It ie not in your power^ 
oh great ^ing, to make me happy nor can I be happy by my 
own eHorts, My luok would not allow it. One's bappi* 
nesa is not like sandal that one would put it qo the lorehead 
and by its sweet scent remote (be beadaehe. It does not 
lie in rich robes that one would cover oneself with and make 
one happy. If the bouse has loet its main piUam inside, 
how will a support from outside keep it standiug? Happiness 
is not in my luck. Alaa I who can give it? ' 

He left the palace with all its treasure and comfort. 
In unknown lands and in out of the way parts people beard 
a strange music bursting forth from bis Aute. Bven the 
birds and beasts of the forest were moved by the pathos of 
the melody. People whispered to each otber, * Cruel must 
be the lady who has turned out her young lover to wander 
about in despair with this sweet flute, it is a pity that the 
wretched woman did not know the art of binding her tover 
to her bouse by ties of affection.' Some took him to be a 
mad m&D and threw dust at him, others offered him meals. 
One said, ’ Oh man with the divine flute, be pleased to tak e 
me with you. 1 will follow you anywhere.' 

The flute ceased not; it sang and sang til] be reached the 
kingdom of another Rafa and here its pathos rose to a 
pitch beyond all bounde—^bursting into a wild lament. 
{U, 1 - 63 .) 

(5) 

Chorus, 

* Decorate the bower with Aowcra and leaves. To-night 
Radba and Krishna, tbe divine pair, will meet.* 

Let us DOW talk of another land. Tt was the dead hour 
«f night. The residents were all asleep. Keclining on its 
bed of leaf the flower-bud lay ailentlj asleep, and on the 
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boaom of the fio^r the bee slept sweetljr. On the breast 
of the king Jay the queen like a loose garland of flowerB 
uneoiiBOioua in Fleep. Everything around iff'as mute. Ttie 
adjacent hills, ttie banks of the hilly river all smnsd to have 
fallen into deep sleep. The river alone wa^ wakeful with 
its gentle murmur of wavee. And at this dead hour of 
night one lady in the whole city had no ejeep Jn her eyes, 
separated from her mate. 

Just then the sound of the hlind man's flute rose in the 
air, with iia strange inelody. The cuckoo and the lark 
were on the boughs of the tree with their eyes yielding to 
the attraction of night's rest. They awoke with a start at 
the sound. Then see, w'hat n spell the stranger's flute cast 
on tile dty 1 The bud gently opened its eyes of tender 
petals and the whole gankn became awake at the sound. 
The clouds wore a glo w of red colour. The housewife 
rose from her sleep at the sound maddened by its charm, 
and the flute's wail penetrated the inner apartments 
of the king. 

* Oh princess, awke, bow' long will you sleep ? See the 
moming'flowem are blooming. The garland of the fin wen 
you wore in the night baa got faded. Throw it away. 
Listen and enquire, who ia it that is playing on the 
flute, whose tong is it that cries in pain in the 

Tht PrinctM. 

’ The flute, oh prince, sounds not outside but in the 
very recesses of my heart?' 

She seemed to be lost in reveries at the sound of the 
flute. It seemed that the very problem of her life and 
death was being solved. The aound was aa it were the 
elhui of her life and it was to her poison also. 
She sal mute white her two eyes shed inoesaont (ears. 
She thought,'the flute forgot me all this tinie. It now 
calk me again. I remember the days of childhood when 
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«i«iDg in tfic flower-garden of mjr falher'a paJacs, be used to 
play on the flute md I remetuber many oilier things besides. 
The sound brings all these reminincences fn my mind, To 
roe the sound has nothing of outside inteiesi. It has 
brought & nicaMge for my heart, oh how marvenoua I I 
saw with tny otni eyes the hud hluomiog into flower at the 
bidding of the flute. I remember the day when he used to 
teach roc tb« choicest aoug^^ of the Jlme fuD of mebdy and 
joy, At that tijns, thia .-tmajj musical inslntment was dear 
to me as hfe. My yuul J> and its dreams bioMomed at its 
sound, yea it made the ooiirs® «f the Jarouna run upsiremn 
and my heart ftiao became like that. This life ol mine is 
passing away, but in my next tifi* aud in nil my future lives 
I shah be thine and ihine alone, oh flute. The pain and 
pleasure,—the nectar and poison of this music, f can never 
forget, what alas! shall J do with this palace, ita prestige, 
lioaoursand pleasures t I hme cast a wav my liotiour, my 
religion and everyilntig. cliarmed by your 'song, oh friend I 
1 ^ 0 ff it dear that I imte not forgotten that smile on your 
lips which is to me like life-giving iteciar. tf f can go to the 
forest and meet you again f Blmll lay my heart open to you 
and show whose image is piloted there. For a moment I 
cannot forget tbu swoetness of your songs. In everything 
tlmt r Bee. in every thought of mioe I see your sweet figure 
pictured. 1 do not covet ricltw or royal honour, what shall 1 
do with these? Doe# the bird of the sky feeJ at ease in the 
golden cage? I was trying to fly away each day over since I 
have been cruelly reparated from you, j would have poisoned 
myself and put an eud to my unbearable misery but the hope 
of seeing you again has prevented my taking that courflo,* 

The Prince^ 

’ What makes you ait atilt and inert like that .-absorbed 
in thought? Hove you not strength enough to rj«i (mm 

bod? Shall I help you? ■ 


m EASTEBN BENGAt BAIiLAUa 

The mait^-servaot came and said, ^The song thatyott 
have beard comes from the flute of a blind young man in 
the street. We never heard a flute so sweet. The citizens 
have run mad at the music. The birds in the aky as they t»ai 
the flute, come back charmed hy it. The river flows against 
the tide and the besfilsrun to the spot where he pbys on 
the flute.' 


The Prince, 

* The man is a beggar. He stands at tlw royal gate, 
what shall I give him as a reward?' 

The princess says slowly (weeping all the wtiiie—aside) 
' \Vby should you ask me that? You are a mighty prince. 
If you wish you may give him a part of your empire. 
What's the good of your asking me? ’ 

' I have resolved in my mind that 1 will give him 
whatever you will ask fO'r him. Them will be no breach of 
my word. This is my vow.* 

‘ 1 am a servant to you, my lord. What good will 
come by asking me oo the point? Suppose I say that you 
should give him the whole of your kingdom, what will 
yon do? ‘ 

The Prince, 

* Thrice do I take the vow. Yes, the empire will be his, 
should you ask me to give it to him.' 


a. 


The Pnneesj. 

' Bui if I say all the golden jewels of your treasoiy and 
those to be found in the city shoold be given to the blind 
man what will be yonr answer?' 
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The Fjince. 

* Dear to me ee my eyes tlion art, my lovely cooeort, 
my vow remains nneltered. 1 will open my tieasury and 
^ive him all that you would aay.' 

The Priiteess. 

* Then if you are in right earnesl take the vow 
solemnly again, and say that you would give that blind man 
whatever I may wish you lo give him** 

Tlie iVince. 

* Yee, here do I take the vow thrice solemnly,' 

She rose slowly front ImhI and wiped aw'ay the leara of 
her eyes and said t 'Heaven be witness* Be true to your 
vow, oh Prince, 1 wish ihat you should u£er me to the 
blind man/ (Id. L94.) 


(h) 

On the hanks of tlie wild river wending its mad course 
in lull tide—banks adorned with plants of blooming 
champa flowera—he is going without a destination, aiuging 
a iQug on Ills ttutc. 

The duto sounds languidly mid sweetly* Its songs are 
beard of! and on. The housewife loites Jiorself in the 
piitlKia of tbe strain and camioi attend to her liouaebold 
duties. 

On her chignon was Gited a gold huUerJly wtirch hiiLtered 
at the gale. A bird of the sky Hen near licr. Her di.die veiled 
hair, the braids all loose, hung Iwhind uiid loiialind her feet. 
Ttu: aitkleU made the ^weet jingling numid 'ntitu /hunu.* 

Thia sound was familiar. He wa« aceutitomed to 
hear it long ago* The blind y^uth stood still with the 


234 


EASTERN BENGAL BALEADB 


fliUt? in biG hmif^ lintming to ilic sound* 'Who is it,—n-hosc 
ankieis miike n s/ninJ 1ilc<* that?’—[lo thought nithin Inm- 
sell. Tt liringH to my mind «iotJiL* of Joy and on ofd 

world charm. M)' Joy iiud drpatii at pojt Uh* ore fCCflllod by 
thia jiouiiiJ. Pfinn whttw tender feet does Lhi® charming 
message come? It refreshes tlie memory of long forgotten 
things. In the Oower^gardeit the iMncciiP ushI to lislen to 
roy flute, nnil njy cars Were eharmed hy the sound of Iier 
finkk'la. Yes ii cannot bo miv ullicr. W'hy i» U lb.it those 
forgotten days ftrv recalled to my loouimi'? If ynn are tlie 
Princsess, my adored and bebvod, tell me frankly.* 

The Princess. 

* Oh my inve, your flute has niaddened my soul, f have 
hi ft my ho me, broken my honotir and all hoine4ie!i. Here 
am I for you. The irresistible charm of your song haa 
brought me up liere. Tky on your flute, oonie, for it is 
for Iteariug it that I have given up my all.' 

The flute vraa nenr his Ups but alarmed nnd wondering 
he Itcld it down tn his hand and said, ' Shon*aighted girl, 
whul U it that you have done? Go back—go hack to your 
palace. Do not, 1 pmy yon, tunc your kingdom and your great 
status of lion (III r nnd hapjiinesii for nothing- Jii>l tlio 
diilercnce. You iiikt- your iiieah in gidduii pInUs and uitiir 
silk janV.^ of great value. I nm hut a poor hml of tlie furest: 
you lire, gnod lady, a great princi£^i> iin-d to wear gold or- 
nameiil* ^liuhlfd wifh genm. How will you JHc in the 
forCiii wi'iinog a Inirk iJres'*? The daughlur of a great 
moiiiirch and inistrci'^ ul a kingdom, ivhy should you be so 
iuiiiatTwd iiud ahurl-sighlcd V duht think for o luunjcnt what 
your royal tuUu-r would suy to thift, 1 am a blind man 
a)id n mad Itdbw. Yi,u know i fiuvi* not a farthing wilh 
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Thf Princfta, 

'Proni I 111' ilsiy I have tlrst Uward liii* atmg o( your fiule 1 
liAve been yours for ever. Protu tLal day 1 liavu given uii 
all tliought of riches, wenlUiand lioiinur Ask tlic lark of iKc 
sky if it would prefer n rage of gnlib Earitily uromforiK and 
enjoyiuoute I do not i^k. f am i ml life rent lo all that people 
prixe. If yon are with me and piny on the lliite—ttuU is 
nil that la needed to make me li[tp[iy. Kingdom and riches 
an> nothing to me. The happtne^ tlial your com]Mny 
gives me con be had nowbore else. One can put fetterB and 
chains and make another man a prisoner, Init who is it ihal 
call sway his mind? Force is of tin iivail there. Plenty of 
friuts am in the foreai and the liurk of trees will not Iw ilidi- 
ciilt to eeeum< We would sleep together under itie alinde of a 
tree and my eyes will close in sleep liateiiiDg lo your sweet 
llute, Wlien the morning comes it is the Bound of your 
dule again that will awaken me Fitun sleep. Wlmt liappinees 
can be compared to such a life ? Empirva seem valueless 
compared to the life I hnve pictureil. Know for certain, 
I repeat, that earthly pleasures have tin attraction for inn. 
If £ am taken away from you, uiy heart will wose bo beat.' 

The Blind Youth, 

'But you arc deceived, Your fudgmont is immature. 
You hiivc fallen a dupe to an unsouiid imoginatiDn. It is 
for this tliat you wont to prefer the fruits of forest to the 
ilfilicious nioala served on gcild plates. Your coucb is 
made of gulden frames and there the bed is of Powers, ntid 
these you wjiiit to forego In preference to thorny grass 
which you iwropoee to makt' your bed. The fnilla of the 
forost nre nob nil sweet. They are often bitter and of un¬ 
savoury taste. You will grow tick of them in no lime nod 
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Ihen you will hnvfl in rejieiit anii cry. A goMen houfte 
PmvirtoTicse has built for yon. T)o J^ot, ob denr PrinecaB, 
burn it uuwiitingly with your owfi baniltt. Bo well ndviecd 
niifi give up tbi^ mad course nnd reinrn fiotiiR/ 


The Prinees*, 

I iell yon tlie plain trnlh. "Vodt fiuie lina n clitmn 
which allows me no resi nt liome, Yniif llule eall« me niul 
I cannot live in I lie fKiiaoe. ft niArldens me tike some Kfiig 
and when my ears catch the eoinid f become itisensiblo to 
every thing else.* 


The Blind Youth, 

Hear me, oh sIiorl-sJgLtcd girl, if mj Hute i& the cause 
i>l all this trouble, here do I throw it away for gutul. (Hr 
ilirows bio (lute into the river,) Now all worry of your 
snot is remavrfl. Relum home in a peaceful spirit. No 
more, will the souiul of llie flute be echoed in these forests, 
Tlkere nee, it goN floating on the wavea,' 


The Princes*. 

'Let the flute gn, hut, dearest, you are here. If you wnuld 
not take me with you. my mind will follow you whetaver you 
muy go. r shall not he able to live n moment in this world 
wtllioiil you. Devoid of your pnejuince live world wuitM be 
like a lied of fire, I am soiry 1 cHniiul expinin my raac lo 
you. If you ore detennim-<i u. ht unkind, slnnd where you 

iirt, aud ln>w ] diw. " 
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TIjf tiimd yowlft, 

‘Y<m, iinjiniilcm uifl* rHiiru hortir. Fri)mtO’<h]i im un* 
n ill find me m tlijs: woHd. SIariI here ttiii] metwiiro (lie 
wfttera of tlii* river. f5ee tlw? ooiirac of events nnd extin^ 
guisli the fire of your i#oiil.' 

Saying flo Hie hlioH man jumped into tlic deop watera of 
tlie river. Wjldly did IhePriticc^ cry : Take mu, my <U*«r- 
e«t, take meMnlli you,' Boi no response came. Swiftly tma 
sliooting star alie uxi fell into the waters of the river. Sins 
looked for a time like a re/fo flower floating in the ffoW'tide. 
They both floated in the witveii for eome time liU they were 
carried into the iliimitahle aea. 

From the next day U» flute never muttded in that place. 

fLl, J.93,) 
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Tbe ballsd of Balan Tlwfcur was rollwted by Bftbii 
ChaaiiTB Kumar t*e about a year ago fronj two niva— 
Gacbim Sekb of Katgbar tind Ramcharan Bairagi ot 
aoolbcr village in tbe eaine diatrict (Myrneosiugb). 

The ballad ia intenjtersed occaaionalJy wiUi proije 
portioua, but that ia Dot considerable, It is coin[iiete 
ill Hues. 

The exhuborani^e beauty of Ibe ballaJ is its 

thief feature. There it ft weU-de&oed plot and the 
incideiite are atrung together with ariiatic skill ; hut 
the lyrical intereat of the ballad pjtdiuuinateB and ia 
muuli greater than its drama tie quality. 

We have found in many of these ballada specially in 
those A'hicb belong to the Idili and loth ceniury a re¬ 
currence of the Sahajlya element though not with any 
a[>ecific spiritual protensiooa. 

In some of the Tantra<i it is dearly stated ihai a 
spiritual devotee who mints to attain fintd beatitude 
through sciuat love niiiHt court a liandsome wosiian other 
than his wife from the rank and file of eocioty, A barbar- 
womaiii ft oAottdoI girl, a courtcsao, a waaber-woman and 
a flower-girl are eliiefly reeonimended for culturing a highly 
platonic form of love verging on worabip. The Sahajiyas have 
got an esteiwive literature enunliating the pHndpIes of epiri- 
lUfll ciillure hosed on bjcsuat union And this creed ib traced 
from llie aecnml cenlury B.C. nhen .S'flinrtrippuyis (bania- 
vippravia). a Bmldhiat sect, hold nocturnal nieelinga aiuougNt 
their own Viksbus and VSkshujUB and commenced apro- 
ceaaof Sadhana which latterly proceeded through s Iiund^ 
chanoels, aomalitnea aapidng to reach liflaven by a pmciioe 

< an 
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of njAllytioblcsjIIritual prmcipteji anti at uiliei-a coming down 
lo Ihc luwBat pit of mom I doprnvitjes. 

But ii ia not our louk-oiil Co truce the ethical devoloj}- 
ment of the Salinji^n cult or itft detcriumtion here. Thu 
hdifact Ktenitiire exclusively deulir with the aeculur side of 
itexuct] love. Though often il sonm in the higher alnios- 
phere of selflesa Hmutionjtl felicities verging ou fiufll hoati- 
tude, it nowhere sireases the ftpiritutd aide. There is tio 
niyetieiam in the bnlinda and the rustic iwet never cares 
_fo grapple witii spiritual prohteuia. But tl« Sihajiya 
had certainly a historic l>nutigroiind and this hUtury may 
lie gathered from the aectinnhi given in tlm ballodfl. 
Ghnndidas aaya that tbc young iiicn ami women of the 
country were at hja time mad after the Sahaiiya creed, ami 
hundreds of ibetn attempted to attain spiritual culture 
through ttJxual emotion. But the poet gives a warning 
here. He says that it is doubtful whether one in a million 
haa tlto power to fulfi! tltc hard otmdilbnii of the Sahajiya 
oreetJ. He further says that a man who can hung a moun¬ 
tain by means of a cob-web may attempt thia impofl&ible 
culture. Hifi genemt kmc la line of dtaparagemeiil to the 
young anpirants. 

We iinil in tlifse l^llada how men and women without 
any pretension to S)iha|iya cullure often fell in love in a 
way uot aiiuctunied by the society and made great sacrifices. 
The present ballad ia of ibe same ty^Je aa tlic ‘ DhujJar 
Pat (VoL n. Parts 1 and if), Tljerc a firincc falls id love 
with a wiisber-giri ami belrnyaher. Here in thia ballui) 
ft |]-riiioi^ i'S cLuiourtfi] of ^ 11c)iiVt^r-'Miiiid6ri arid is njipoim- 
ihle for causing her death by hie treacJiery. Tlie prince 
of the ‘ Dbopor Ehit ploys the downright rogue In the 
last part of tlit; ballad. Here the princa^ though h« fell 
a vlctiiit to the onares of a bad woman fur a tiiuci redeems 
hts oharoclcr by a real and stnoere coo no? of rcpenlJince 
which madiv him forego all the pleasures of life. The 
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hemiiic is tbu Kaine «weei. Fragile cr«itture resigned lo Iwr 
mAte iu nbsoiutp trust ami a living {kersDnificntion iunt>> 
ccncei simiiltcity and faitlt nf wiitclj instanri's wt iinvc *o 
often met in our rurttl literature. There is s yrent frecdcuii 
in ill CM* women nnd tbougJi they ere sfi lender ns freih- 
liiowu tiuiis, they have the aiurago lo dci daring 

things nt Uic dictate of liie hliiid deity which even the 
steel frame of a soldier would hardly venture to atietnjU, 
The Ruhajtya cuit and Ihe tnridenis of halinds such as these 
ehiiwhowtimsrietocniticyontiis of our country often played 
miel sports with the Jives of the innocent rustic girls hy 
temptations and iiupuJsire freaks of pmioii. Through all 
these trials and hard experiencoe the all-sacrificiug woman' 
hood of Bengal stands in Field relief against tJie Iroaehery 
and perfidious conduct of their impulsivi! hivers. 

The preliminary portion of the ballnd, where Uir 
llowcr'girl {uet lalift in love oiid use* idl tlic mauticuvres of 
the sex in seeking oppOTtun tty to catch h sight of the prince, 
giving an outlet of her romantic feelings in a hundred 
fascinating tricks, h very benutifully skclclicd. The bnUst! 
discloses its cmotiGtial ireasure of expressions in every 
turn making tue almost feel repcidunt at moinente jw i1 I 
have sinned in attempting to iTajislnte it into Etiglipl*. 


fllNItllB CHAMinA liRN, 
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Ratan Thakur 
(IJ 

* From the gardeti of tlie mijoi) I gui tiiy nnd 

the rajM of the Kun aupplie«l me with thread, ami with 
these 1 have prepBrod iliis goj-Jand of mine. The garden 
ta now bereft of flowem, I have ]i!ocked them nil. My 
garland ia named the Pride of Spring,” 

Another garland I have prepared with n hundred 
chdmpa Howera, it ia interwoven with white and hlack 
dowers at intervale. 

Oh rtiy old papa, go with thews garlands ip ll«* market 
of Ttpperah which aits every morning, The price of each 
garland is one Kalian (otie rupee). It Is nicely done and 
I hope you will find customem for them, C«mc hack with 
the money,’ 

Thu old gjtrdencr look llw? gsdands and went to the 
jiarket-plaoe. The maiden lay on her conch and lind a 
pleasant nap ah alone in tlie house. (L). 1-11.) 

( 2 ) 

* Now, will you, oil gardener, tell me the truth! Who 
is it that hau woven these garlands? 1 know une and all 
of those whose profesaioii it ta to weave garlands, but tn 
the whole country of Tipjwrah, there is none who can do 
a thing aa nice ns IhU. It seems the fragrant* of a 
hundred screw-plants are spnesding ihcir sp^^ll in the 
air. Tel) roe, old man* whi> is this clever artist. ‘ 

* t have got an rnilj dnnghter in the Iioueo— dear to me 
ae my eyes. She it is who has plucked flowers from thr 
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gnrdiTi nnii woven these garlitnds. Yoti seethe eastern gale 
has turimd iU cnuiaci and is blowing w'e^tward, the waves 
of tlie river are high. I must go home (jiuck. It is n 
|XK>r Itousu ami the fiMjf uf it Iciiks. I am wilhoiit means. 
If ] cnii sell the gitrlimdv, I may uiv[hh' 1 to tiii'et tiiy tlnily 

‘ Will you toll rue, old irjvrilentT, whm is the nge of joiir 
girl '* Is hhe married? One whn ia no AOcomiihHlietl, sliotilil 
be llie biido of ft worthy man itf Jiigh slftlus in society,* 

' My diiugJiier is atill ntimarrieij, Who is rmsh 4s n 
non'4iluvvn flowin'. Inlie n fitiry she is the {insidiiig angel 
uf mj hiHiee, She cooks for mo and givei. me drink when 
thirsty and looks to my comfori, liovv can 1 live in the 
house i( «lie is given in marriage and leoveit urn? ' 

Ratiiti Tliitknr said autihtig : ' kVhal [irice would you 

charge for your garknds ? ' 

' flrjcnes multiplied by koericjf mako n pnn and pans 
multi plied by puns mnke a If I gel a kuhtin of 

cowries, I tnny pari with ihc gurlamis,* 

Riitan Thakiir smiled al his tvoriU again, nnd ptvirl one 
fcftfmn of cowries. He took the gar) a mis and ivore Ilium 
on hltt lircjutl. (LI, 1-iJG.) 

m 

' i\Jone are yon on the Itanke of the river. The tlowur 
is full of honey but no report has gone to the beu. Alone 
do you live in your house. You yourself do not know that 
you ii.ive grown adult. Youth is in full bloom. You are 
uncoitariouR of it yuiiraelf, neither is this known to others.* 

't'hti girl UlLed her eyes and saw a handfiomc yoimg 
man liefom her. 

On tlw scfow-plnot the flower has hloomoit and a solitary 
bco is flying over il. 
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* The light of tlKi [fay if fiickoriDg. It is nearly dark. 
It were better if Ibe liglii of the night would appear now, 
hill the moon if not seen ;—the close of the day has rendered 
everything dark. This not the time when ( Klmnld be 
jiluiie with yon. Do not olietruei my peth, yoonn man, I 
miiat return home now.* 

' Who are your parents, oh girl I kindiy tull all abrnU 
you. You Bay you arc all alone Jind there is liardly any 
light of the day, hut do nof be afraid, I will lead you 
myself through ™ well-known path ol the village- So do 
not fear whetlier you know tlic path or not, I will lead 
you wherever you may wiah to go. If your pitcher of water 
proves too heavy for you, I shall help you to carry il home-' 

' My father U in charge of Your Lorduhtp's garden. 
Here I stand in the midst of water and tell the trutJj vi Inch 
you slMuld believe. This water, this land, are all inBiinct 
with life, and may beer and see and make o diacltiisun. I 
am not afraid of the river or anything else not even of dark¬ 
ness. I am Frightened by the thought of scandal. Oh 
Lonl 1 I do not fear a tiger nor a bear. T have .t status 
in aoctely and scaadat is it that I fear most. 

‘ The stars illijimnate the aky but tlieoariri is in darkness. 
Do not, oh young Lord, oiiatrucl my path. F must go home 
now.* 

The trees and plants are rustling in ttw wind and the 
ripples of tha river are gently whispering. No human 
being is hero. You rosy speak to me the Bccrets; rtf your 
mind bare.' 

Excuse me, my young liord, for this evening. In 
yonder garden of flowerH we shall meet Ui-iJiorrow in morn¬ 
ing hours.' (EJ. uaa,) 


( 4 ) 

Now forsDoth I have at last found you out, my chumiug 
thief. You break Itie branebe'S of my plants and lake away 
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Jill Ihi? flowers—llto Riniill plums )iie tbu^ robl>ed ot th«r 
trcjisure every day. 

•To-iUy 1 Iwi’L* kept waich over the garden and have 
caught you reiJ-hiuuU'd, Vitii nuisV hike the puuiahmem uJ 
.1 Fair ikimiHi'L 

■ I ivili nil (ilT your fine slufT ol Imir aod thereby tniike 
n rope to liiing you wall. 1 will iiiJike ti gjvrlnnil of your 
youth, vvliicli hits like flowers, Xoiir eyes ore like 

two lilue (rprimj/hf flowera ami yimr fiuM hfl» Ihe colour oJ 
rJiaHipt. Theae .ini the llowrrs with which I will uiako a 
garland U» iidoru niy neck. Yon are a Ibief- ll will not be 
tt sic 10 commit thefi on the goods ol a ihieL 

* It pains me to hear your words, oh young Lord. In this 
ctiuntry llicre is no juatiee—how can I expect lair treat¬ 
ment here? The police is the master n( liie Innd, the Prinw 
does the work oI the police and acta aa a gunid I How 
strange it is that lie tor whom T have stolen charges me ea 
a thleb I will leave this land and go elsewhere. 

' Uelesse tny hand from your grasp. 1 hive no need of 
flowers/ 

* So,'-that ctionoi be. 1 shall aot allow you to go. 
Pledge your yonlh to me. fair maiden,'* 

‘ Tlie tlowen* hare bloomed in the morning breeze. 
1 ahnll hnTo to do mnrkeiitvg. It will be too late berealter. 
liclense dm? from your hold, young Lord.* 

* Then give inc word that you will see me in private at 
your convenience.' 

' Call nt my bouse to-night. Yonder see my liouse sur¬ 
rounded by bontma and Beur trees, 1 will meet you in 
the ahnih' uf Ihoite banana plants/ tLl. 1-^7.) 

* Gfiiue in slow fmcci near my tred to the dlreciion of 
my feel, wjfl when you will rluimi't go l>y th" side of the 
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piUow. In A smalj 1 k)i (iicre are betels, Take care ttiat 
you (in not mil excessive lime willi them, I am a frail 
girl ouJ tlitjs i» my first love ami first meeting. You see 
1 am treniblftig with emotion ami my fftce perspiring. 
I am aftaid of sen mini which my hail tieighbuura are sure 
iinpreatl aronntl.’ 

lien my bvor touclicti me gently witti tus homi a 
tb™h jiasMd thoHigb my Iwily uiid I ahuok in alj my limbs 
like a bauajia leaf. When my lover gave me his first kiss 
my hthly became inert ami motwnlesa, potl iiiy liean heiraa 
to throlj, 

Dfl witness, oh smt and moon, and the plaoetsof heaven, 
hca' doloffcr my lioilj nud soiit, amj my youth to the young 
bnl. 

f bnvf ufTi^reil my heart nud ^n\. What e]H casi Ihtri^ 
Lh* for oJler? 

Wlicn I a woke in I lie murniiig I ionrnJ iliat ha hai 
gone away leaving me alone/' 

She rtivoke in the thiiriiing and fniiml ihai ilie tlower'- 
basket was near her, but 4oeji still lingej ing hr her 
eyes. Flow could she weave gin Jatidi-'^ 

I eatinot go to the lUArkei place/ #?!«? to lier^elL 
* What shall I do wilh scales am! weighw. I do noi mliidi 
any rues], (jor my daily hatli alIord» tue any pleasure, I 
rare not fur my fife. What shall 1 do with Uitli/and 
meat*? Xeiiher do I rare for sleep. Xnrhing. nothing do 
Iwitni, I keep gftringon tli 0 path wiih iiir ihe mdonr nl 
my soul wifiliiiig for n sight uf him and for n..tl;ing 

' My failier ami unniiei have inmed hostile, tliey Ime 
priohihitoii me to go u. the Imthing ahat, I am noi alh.wwl 
to go to the riviT, 

” Yes they one hnsiilir to nic. They hav^* also pidiibjtcil 
me to go to the gantcii for plmkiiig tUiwt-t-i. 

Sii 
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** 1 cannot cook tlie tncdla nor sorvo (.lieKi to tbe inpi&t^ 
oI the house. U eeeraii that my body is »«iug burnt by 
poison. Mad Is luy heart. It beooitic* reailcss ui the lioune 
and wants to find rest outside. A. iceliug of unrest tnakes 
me move nlwiit Itere ued there like n bini that has cut its 
ctuun and goes %iug Efoin hcuisc to house seeking rest. 

* The tuiighhoiLra are wickcdi they arc making me iiti’ 
liappy in the house* Gome* dear lord, let us go Away from 
here and live in some foreign land.* 

With a towel tlirown carelessly on his shouldere Batan 
Thakur jpes to the landing ghiit of the river for taking bis 
mid-day bath. Through a broken fence nf lier bouse doiJ.=i 
the flower-maiden cast her longing look ai him. Bomeiirues 
she sits on the hank id the river and there weep* All 
alone. 

When Raton Thakur wandera in the streets with a flute 
in hia bond, the flower-maiden comes out of the house 
with a pitcher on the prete^ct of going to the river for 
water. On the bank of the river Batan Thnkur is seen 
loitering. The flower-maiden empties the water of the 
pitcher to fill it again. And there sht: ia seen wee[aog again* 

Batin Thakur attires himself in a fashionable dress* 
The flower-nmidsn sees him ; she arranges her own dis¬ 
hevelled hair to make a chignott and after doing that 
she beholds her taijC reflected in the mirror and weeps 
ngaiu. 

Morning and evening Batan TJtakur takes his usual 
rambles on the river bunk. The Hower-maideo takes the 
bosket in her hand nnii gr^cs lu the garden on the river- 
:<ide for plucking flt>\ven> and there again ulm weeps o-s 
)the sees her own flowera. 

Halan 'I'htikur goes lo the market place towards the 
cludC of the day. TIjc flower-maiden wlnH|>cni her re^^ucat 
that he should bring for hern bottle of scented oil* (LI. 1-64-) 
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Lo itio clouds rtro roanng in (lie sky and ihcre ia iw 
fetTy'l»oat in tlic rivet. The Alfrtdnw y! Jhiiu^ and HiittP 
trees slinkr^ and Tados ftway on the surface of the water 
nl every diiahiiig wave. 

The ilowcr'iiiniden sits at the Itindjiig glint and tveepa 
for Itntnn Tlinkur. 

The lighfiiina flnshes quickly with its itoling liglit 
ami tlw wind tnoaiit ami tin- Omtider rvjara. Tlic ferry 
boat of SMltm, Iluj Ixjat-uinii. wasta ,it lito lantiiiig ghat. 

' For you/ snjs Rotaii Thakurj hiive abambiiinl liome 
never lo wjliirn there. With you, *ttWt lovtj. I Imve east 
my Jut 111 the wide, wide sen — \i( ivhich I see no const. ! 
have aliatuhuieil iny kingdoiu, my wealili, my doling 
pnriim-^ ntiiJ all. Alone with yon t have left my luime, 
roigniug myself to fate. 

• This taml of trees and creepei Ri—of crows ninl cuckoos 
— lhi=^ inj lieautirul eiiy atui it lumdred liumo-lies 1 give up 
for ever. The land of my hirlfc—my dctir nntbc hind—will 
imw be a foreign Imid to me aiwl the foreigti fond wilt lie 
mine Iroin now. Oh the [mill ol jiartiog from one b 
owji (ifirfiiUt dear friends nnd sweet home I Wlint will thu 
pf?f,>plr soy of me io*ioorrivvf wLieii ibcy will mtss rnc, 
i?uch is tlic (jqurst of life. The Iiqubs hiilll with labour 
of months and dnya crumWea Vo ilusi in a montent,’ 

Tlii-y nro now in tlic toiintry calkil Sajinln. It is a 
licaittiriil [daev?. Disguiswl ns a gjirilfmor nnd iWweir- 
iimideii re^inicisvcly they Imitd licre H small coUuge t with 
tliin [necC' of wooil they m-tkullio walls. The roof is iinnlt 
of dry Umiim lihntls, imd Iwilgc* arc conKiruoieil by reeda. 
They get ilie [icrtijisslon of the Uoin for pre|iriring u filol 
for gai'dcrtiiig, 

* HjhvI - 
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Tjisir only work is lo taiu: care of Hower plants, to 
pi tick 11 Owens nni! make garlaode. 

Tlio g«i?(teaef*B reputaliun aa a maker of fine garlands 
lias now apread in tlic haiem of the Raja- (LI. 1*31.) 

PrQfc —[In the uieantime a vigjjant search was made 
in the city. The informers at teat reported that diaguieed 
sa a gnrdener and Aovrer-maiden. the prince and his consort 
were living in the country of Sajinla,] 

( 7 ) 

The villagers nnd the cUlr-eos assembled and dieensaed 
with the king as to the course they should adopt for rescu¬ 
ing Iho prince from that degraded life. There was a 
courtesan named Rangita. They sent bet to the country 
of SajinU. 

The old Raja said to Rangila: My son has turned mad 
(ind gone to a foreign country, if you can help me 
to get him Hack I wilt give you a part of my kingdom—I 
will besides give you golden bracelets and a necklace 
studded with |eweU,'' 

Her tips wore of a coral hue, and the red oolour of betels 
sliochewwl added grace to those bps. She was at the 
dawtt of youth and she wae adept in sorcery. Blje knew 
how to charm lietek by monfros. One taking them^ though 
an enemy, would turn to he a fast friend. She could 
beguile away the husband from a darling and chaste wife, 
and a true wife would, If Rangila sprinkled a charmed drop 
of water, leave her husband and turn mad for another man. 

Kow the courtfisan RangiJa went to Sajinta and 
there in the heart of the city made a bouse and proclaimed 
her arrival to the public by a beat of drums. Many a 

Dobleman of the oourt sbo entrapped by her fascinatitig 
qualities. 

The Raja of the plaoo got a report of her beauty and 
paid her a vieit ono day. She had a face whose charm 
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was irresistible and tlie lUja’e head lurtieri (ilddy with love. 
When alrosidy fascinated in this way he look a betel 
served hy the endiJU'tress, 

Tlio Rftia sign of Ids royal plcuatiro gave to 

llangilA the gnriftud whtcli the gardener had woven for hini 
that day, llangita waft pleasseil with Uie gift and admired 
the akill of the weaver, 

* How nice is this garland: Iww beiUifnlly has be woven 
il r tdic saiiU * f wonder what a nice fellow is this gardener 
who did ihifr fine artistic work/ 

Tk- Raja said ' ll is my gardener who lias woven this 

garland.' 

* Whttt sort of man is lw»' mid Rangila, * The next 
time yoi( come here, bring the gardener with you, bidding 
him weave another garland like this for me,* (LI. 1*09,) 

( S ) 

Tlir Ffoirrr Afmdeji. 

Oh prince, T have dreamt a bad dream (bis tiigbt. 
What is in store for my unforlutialc self I cannot t^y, 

I dreamt tfiat from * dend tree a crow was croaking, 
and an owl was dtaturbmg the liouae by its sullen 
hooting. What this omen means I do not know, but my 
heart ia sick, and ever aince the thought of my parents 
wliom I have left ta caashig mo pain—I wish that you re¬ 
main near me, so lhal I may see you every momoat. Do 
not, oh darling, go any where to-day leaving me uionc, I will 
myself pluck the dowers, Ifou need not bestir yourself. 
Remain close to me, bo that every moment I may feel your 
touch and do not, oh dear, bare me alone—if you part from 
me for a moment tlte separation will be unbearable, ao 
dear yon seem to me to-day I My eyelids are trembling. 

II la an ominous aign and E feel a tremor of heart as I 
spe&k. Some unknown and strange fear has come upon 
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rue ; t]JDrc ia n iiiiJ4;iviug in iiiy Keiirt 1 yuii—tuy 

gn*{»tcst trcnsiiru. We luivc liecii lieru For fltOHC aix monthn 
btit [ drojiiui Inst night Ui[Lt jrnu loft rne nuil ! was nil iiIuih^' 

llntan Thi\Uur, 

* Do not woep, oh clear mniden, ilcr nnt flial leai^r in 
tlticc way—know that 1 aliali o^'or lie near ycni : ruy Fwtirl ia 
knit In ymir Iirun anef F fee) a throF* of fnvo ccioK tirno your 
hreasi touches mine. If you db, I shall riie also, living 
nr dead are iinitod for cs'er.’ (IJ, 

[Pff/se —Tile day when ttnlaii 'l^hnktir went lo the 
house of the coilrkAnn ItshgiljI, to itfFer Ivor ii g:tr 1 iuiil nt 
the Kaja's hhlilitig he ilul not roiiirn home. i)ii onricnry 
it was found tlmi Imtli itiUnn Thiikur artel Itangiln had 
abscKindccl, Thu Ihijft wiiagn-utty iitueiiRod al the ruprl 
and ordered that iinincditiicly I Ik* Iihukc of the gardener 
with all ita gond^ shciiihi Ijo hnrnt denvn. The |Teo[)lG of the 
rinja mfQTTQcd him that a very hcnittiful cinmsol was staying 
at Ralaii Thnkur's house. Tho llnja ofclcrud hai to be 
brought 10 his pahice,] 


( 9 ) 

Thr rfiiii‘er'.*lfohfuN {snfi/pcjiHj/) 

'Not n momont there Is to lose. Oh rny love^ ooiiie iinil 
let me have n sight of your fncat but mice. The poison I 
liavc swallowed bus already umde my whole body pale and 
dark. Here eoint' near me so that, [ may bid adieu to you 
for the Iasi time. 

* Von useil to pluck Dowers and ] wovt them into 
garlaiidu—Happy were we hi this way. Your Ueatrnent 
has ngt Iwen fair. Why did yoti leave me destiluto iiikJ 
helpless, alas! for whal fault? 

' 1 left my parents, my hearth and Jiome—leaving iny 
own country for your ^ke. T chose a foreign place lonving 
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mine own, Thone wlio were near and dear to me are nuw 
lUibody lo me, 

* Afas, alas t we two would no more Ireet) wakeful nigliie 
wntdiing Die moon In Djo sky, wliile talking gaily reclining 
on one unnthcr I 

' Oil, far dearer tlmn life yon were to me I You Uove 
|jbyei] foul with me^ii (mor helpless nronian wlio lost lier 
all. loving you, 

' At this hat hour I do not feel any whJi to accuse otliere 
—who. alusl gels » treoaure as I did tti you? WUop alas, 
loacs such n treasure after having actfuired it as F have done? 

' My action in some past life is responsible for all iheae 
happnings—ivhom sludJ f accuse? 

' At this hour my main sorrew h that before parlitig 
witli ihc world [ could not have a sight of you I 

* Oil my neighbours, if any of you would feel aytnplby 
for alt Dial L have suffered, do not report to him that I liflvc 
died in this way. 

' No more—^1 have no time—^the call has come, adieu.' 

[JVore—^Whirn at lost reteoacd from the snore of 
Rang!la's charms Rntan 'fhakttr relumed lo the counlry of 
Sajinta he no more foiinii his true love in this world, Ko 
line told him of her ileatli hut the wind mooned and tlie 
birds with their plaintive warble indicated her sad and 
tragic end,] 

When at lost he knew for certain that his true love 
had left tho world for ever ha turned mad ; bo forgot Ids 
parents and abandoniid once more his joyous home, 

Tbe moiher looked mournfully towards the palb by 
which he had departed and shed many a tear. 

fie never cumc back nor did be visit his palace again—^He 
journeyed from land to land like a mod man and bia ri>ji' 
motlier naourafully looked towards the path by whicn be had 
departed shedding tears oU her remaining life. (LI 1~33,} 





BALLAD OF 3ANNAMALA 





t'KEFACE TO SANNAHaLA 

The iMillad of Satmamala wa» oollecled by Bubu Cliwidra 
Kumar Dc Itoqi Mymenaiugb about two years ago. It is 
composed m brisk measures not exactly tu the styJc of the 
usual ‘PayrtTcfiJiorufo.’ Endi of the couplets of the Brat 
three or four cantos foiitaio seven or eight letterfi. It (Joes 
not conform either to the Tripadi metre which in old 
Bengali classics is called the 'Ladiari cJiliatiifl The metre 
used in a considerable part of this ballad leuiindausof 
that used in the aphorianis of Dalf and Khana and in wbm 
of the old Bengali Ghatak Karikas. From the archaic 
words used in tlte ballad as also from this iieculiarsty 
of metre I condude that the original ballad was composed 
in the l>egmniiig of the 17tb century. Of course no one 
can Bay with any degree of certainty that a particular balla 
belongs to a fixed literary epoch as tlie material used in 
it may generally be traced to atill older times than when a 
poet aelually put it down in writing. He genorwlly collocla 
old popular traditiona and the remnants of loet ialtads, 
giving them a place in his new composition. 

It ia an ineomplete ballad. There is a promiee in 
tbia preliminary part that the character of Sannamala would 
be daveloped in the latter cantos in sucli a manner as to 
niEike it a match for the other heroines of our ballad- 
Uteraluro. But unfortunately we liave got only the first 
part and therc is no hope at the present moment of r^ 
covering the portion that is now tost. As it stand# this 
bntlad contains 378 lines only. The main portion being 
lofll. tbe development of llie chief characters cannot be traced. 
So we canmit give any credit to liie poet for bt* power of 
characterisation at thia stage. But there ca» bo no 
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tleiiyiiig tilt* Hici ill, it llinx' i?. t'oiisiilL'iiilik- lyrii*;it iHMitty 
in ilir ]ntcm wliirl) I'Jiiitmi tnil j'Inkc ifn* wiuli’o, VVlict'* 
ever ji h’I'iic jji inlruiliirtil Hit* «[i-MTi|tliiiii Ihiumic^ 

vivid aiitl lire-likc. For iiistimoi: the jiic:lM)V9*t]iic iwnvi'y 
of the fnrepi whoiv priuers.' I^miiinnuihi ir vxilcil riiil id 
jKM'tivJil vUuriii (f». There is iinntlior »ui’h iiiTOiiiit 

i>t the {tarilcit Jtiinelifil in the piline mI Ihir ymiiiit 
priiu'v^s—ilu; frii'iiti uf inin'\iUil ’J1*e\vlK>k' 

hnllntl ii- fresh riTuI ilvEii’littuI itiid ivitititi^ ]t'nvt>s an 
tiiiprc^iod of the iHmulifiiJ l.iiii1i^-ii|ie bf nmil Reiiynl wiili 
ntl her tvniU‘r dithic^tie iissoeiiiiioiif. 

Id this iKtlhuUliU-ratiin' nv iniur! nver n«*jiii in iimtaet 
willi n hernism ikni |€ Ik'hdla'-- 'ncrifiix*. 1'iiftv an* 

main Kings in tihl lU'iignU n'lniUiiung ... a fiem 

ln’ing hjtlon hv a >iiak(' nnil ttir Mii'i‘irn)e;s nnnfc hy hi' 
miisiiTl fnr rcsioriKtiiii nf hi> Jjfe ihal we an- nlidii reiitiiiileil 
of thi- niaivhy tlangi'iii- valtev of ours Iiill of n-ptiki:, siwhcs 
and i-onMiiioKs worms ..ml of iho niiniuil )iav««i* niaiU' hy 
llirni on lutinnti Uvrs,. TIh* jitory of Ik‘liiil.i ln'itig asTocin- 
u*il wiih a religions rnlt hn' survived niiuiy liilvsuf a viiiulnr 
naiure luui foinid a lieli! for l»eing enrii'liiil hy the jvx‘t« 
of many •iii\*c«siiogeii(*iMtiipns, and in rht* hallad .is nfso in 
thru of Mnlua and t^irhaiLNlii ne jiml ti [lociie iimiginatton in 
a htiddiiig stage, wiiMi .iltainod im iKiwmiig jioiiii in the 
nHin'ptioTi of Uehttlii. There is no doiilH lhai at one time 
llio piija of Mntiaftii Ill'll iv!(> iJie greatcfit riatiomil foiitvity 
of neng,TL The nUmidrtrice id poisoiiou:* Wnrms tii this 
eonntry aceoimt-^ for the great jwpniarity nehieved hy the 

soiigs^ of thU i ta-'. 

Tlicn* are oceashninl -lain;, in thU jhit'm winrii ivonM 
n’fiiind one of Chatididm 's lyriiMl [hkmii. l>*iir iiist 4 iHv nn 
page 'JTJ where tlie heroine nniipliiin- of lier wretched 
liirlii di’r-imyiiig ihe very trees, the m>t sfiailL' of wim-h dn* 
'«*!<> fur refuge, ami niiers fimi]ar ss'iniiiieiKT, tin piissigc 
»vem" to nii to n‘<iH’hn 4 he iiIim - ol tmf ifn'iii Ivrtnil fioet. 
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W'tt onjuyiHi Uh-‘ l>nllai1 ns a siiuitl piece full of 

I'lianning lyripul beniiH*. Itcyciinl lUis \vc give tiuy 

liiglicr c^rviliL to the pttet> A)< I have itjiulogigeii in regard 
to my poor English (fans I at ion of many a bnLIjitl I also lio so 
very pjiriitrnlarly bore. I'he lyrical boiiuty of a Itungali auitg 
is Tory hard to rep^Hluco in iStiglisU iraiiHlatioii !4poobl!y in 
the Iranalatiun of intligciiiHis vvliieU scarcely bonrs 

nny sign uf nlien infliienco. T/ie Uitnnjiiti ib n production 
of this nge and tlie (mot is piofomnily uouversaiit with the 
poetry of the WesL Hciiec his traiistnlinn cvijoTs n pt?cuUiir 
and tiecided ntlvntitagi- over ihc classical Ihmgalt lyrics— 
iiniuij^od product of the poetic imngiimtion of the children of 
the soil. My own limiLiLioii'i—us rcgimls KngUsli ctunpo&i- 
tion—>ts also a great ilranbaek of iviiich I nm painfully 
awnre, 

Ono thing more Iwfoi'e I Ciincliidi'. Tlic prophecy of 
atitrulagcrs wus at one time held tis itiviofidde as the 
country's law lu the ballad-hleraiure we have often got 
injilanccs of inliiimnii entuhy siinwn hi » child on account 
of tisTroioger's pcxiphocy. W'e Ijavc tin iitiecJotc siinilar 
to that dcj^ribcd in this hidlud in llie story uf Kajnt 
Rehha (Vol. 11 , Parts I and H). One might supjx>se tluit 
those Stories arc pure holitin but we have insloiioe^ of bucIi 
barbarous BUpci^tition even in our own days. Referring to 
the old history of Rengal m find that Muharajn Pratapadityn 
of Jeswro who had the courage to fight with the ^foghuls 
was about to be slaughtered in his childhood hectiuse of a 
Rimtlar prophecy. The astmlogers at bis birth assembled in 
his father's court and prophesied that grent misfortune 
would overtake the family and the country if the child was 
allowed to Jive. The fattier was nliout to kill him hot inier- 
cession of his unde Basnota Ray saved bis life. Thia 
anecdote is minted in all ilu! biogrnphicsofRalaPralftpaditya. 


DjtiKsRcaa.vDRa Si;x 











Sannamala. 

( t) 

* Ujnl Manik * {/U. tlie DrigJit Jetvei) was boro in tin* 
rojrail home and grodunlly attwntid ht-r puberty. 

Brtgbi she wnB us i|i(! ftuni mocm and (be siara—sbe wsa 
ber UKitber^a darling and occupied liec whole heart. 

The palace was lingLlencd by her pre^ieiice and the driorFi 
and gateways glimmnwl with the light ptnonaliog fmm liar 
person. 

The parents gare bar the name of Swamamala—a gar¬ 
land of gold. 

Plenty of elephnnts and Iwree# the Raja had in liis slaJIft. 
Tbrouglinot the onsteni districts hia imnie and fame were 
supromc. 

Hti was so rich that bis coins used to be nioaaured in 
Bcales, But muilcr of immense wealth, the Rajn hnd no 
male iBsue. Who, alas, after his demise, would light tiui 
evening lamp In the pahico? 

Lacking in this murh-covoted fortune, ibt* whole bouse 
seemed to be enveloped in gloom. Tlw Raja nud his queen 
vtete sad but Iheir tears non? all in vain. 

By trade one can obtain wealth, but without the grace of 
the presiding deity of eliildren—nmiber Soathi—how OQurd 
one get a jiuti ? 

In ibu gateway of temples and in the shrines of pj'rr they 
were often wen to fall pmatrate avowing the oflhHng of 
valuable gifte, hut the unlucky Raja got rto aoii. no daughter. 

[Prose After a long time, passed tiftw'cen twpe aiul 
despair, ni laj»| a daughter woa born to tho Royal jiair. They 
endearingly calliul her by il« namg ,>f Rar«iftnHila.| 

, 
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SIio had the lustre of gold, lienee they citfie<l her Sannn.- 
maJa—^ihe garJaiiti of gold. 

The priretits pridinl in her—' There is the owoti In the 
sky and Duniherieifi stars are there,'—but who can match 
ottr SanDantaln ? ' They aiiil —’ Is noi our iSaimaiuaJa 
more glorious than tlie tnooii? She is like a large diamond, 
which is worth all ibi’ wealth of aevtin emperors/ 

She gradiwUj grew^at first a haby ol a few days and 
then, wlisn she Inwaine a child of sii! months her growth 
ondorspecial cate wits so rapid that she soon after looked like 
a grown-up girl. She sat on her mothor's lap and smiled; 
(bo smile like afountRiuof lighi iftcatiered its gUmtner on the 
flowing edge of her mother’s fwrt, and the mother in pride 
and affliction used to imprint h Inindnud kisses ou her dar- 
ling’fl sweet tips. 

Large and iieautiful wetc her eyes—they looked like 
stars. Her long hair, whether they were bouod in braids or 
lay dishevelled, fell Iwlow her kneo-iomts. 

The queen often said to tier attending maida, ' What do 
you sec? I have got ihie little treasure after avowing great 
offerings to tlic temple of gods/ 

The Raja called all the famous astrologers of the province 
to his court, 

* Oh learned roeu/ said the Raja, * tell me how will 
luy daughter fare ami ail about her future—I will reward 
you with gold woigiied in hnsketa* Hi»w long will sl» live? 
Will her marnetl life bo happy or uuJiappy?' 

TfiS rtsirelopers—* Are we to tell the plain truth? Will 
you take offenw if we do so?' 

The Rfl/a—' Tell the plairt trnlb. Du not fear,' 

The astrologers said 

' Hear us, ob mighty prince. This djiughtor of thitie 
li: bom under Uhj inffucucc of tbc angel of unhappiness 
oiul mialorlune. For this daughter you will Iqbo all that 
you have. No evening tamp will be lighted in your Itouse, 
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ses 

' Your olepbant? anil Jiorae^ will dia mystertotieij of Eome 
epideiULC tliE^ase aail audiknly buur of iloon ivfi«n all 

uyea would b« wide awj/ike your palace will cutcb Sre add 
l»e reduced to asbes. 

' Your great wcuUL wUl disappear all on a auddeu, 
Slowly but BUteJy w-ill your coDditioti be reduced to tliat of 
a street beggar, 

' You will hare to wuider about Uke a mad man from 
dly to city and forest to forest and in great aytupatliy for your 
sad lot the milcli cows will abstain from taldug gross, Grcii 
Itic stone will melt at tlie sight of your distress^ All your 
hopes will vanish like mist, 1 q your great city scarcely 
will be a lamp IJghtctL If you wont to escopo the dire mis- 
fortune in etom for you, banish the young princess st once,' 
(LL 1-73J 


(3) 

The oracle created lameiitatioiifl all over the voat city. 
The king, the (jucen and the attending inxiids in particular 
shed incessajii tears in great grief. 

The daughter enquired, ' Why should you, dear parents, 
cry in this manner? In order to asauage yosr pain it it 
be required to cut off a portion of my lieart, gladly aball T 
do BO,* 

The king and tlm queen sat on the same couch, they 
spoke not a word hut shed tearu. A secret hre was 
burning in the Q]Othor*B heart, wlticli could get no outlet. 


Tfie Quern. 

‘ t have nourished you all these years bearing the throes 
of child-birth when you came to the world firali and other 

3d 


iw eastehn benoat, bau-aus 

pain too mony to cuiuuerate ever since, tlie intensity of 
which & mother elnne knows. 

■ One who has nourished hi# pet iaird with all Ibe affec¬ 
tion of one's own heart may partially feci wlien parting 
with it what I aui reeling in a far gieaUT ilegree now.'— 
Saying this slie embraced her dear diinghtcr and cried 
like one helpleaa. 

' Oh my darling—aiier you have lieen exiled* wt»nt pka' 
anm will there to bind me to this palace? If oneV 
priceless jewel is iosi, why t^hould one keep the knot which 
one hod tied in oiie^ rnri for it? When yun vrtll be gone 
wliat shall 1 do witlt this kingdom? I will ci’uri the lifr 
of c^iile with you.* 

The daughter coneoldl her weeping inntLer thus 

* Do not, oh niotlier, feel sail »ii my account. Penuit 
me to go to the forest. Voo hove brought mo to tlic world 
lint it lanot in the jiower ot parents to aliMp lJhj decree of fate. 
— is 'nrilten in thu hick of your uuliuhnnilodiiiigiiterLhai 
she abould be sent to exile, Ti is iiui in yoji power to alter 
that inexorable decree,* 

Par aaven days and nights there was great aorroiv in tlie 
pulooe, and on the eighth day the Haja accompanied hia 
daughter to a distant foroU 

in the depth of tlie Forest the tigor growded and the Uon 
roared. The king om ployed day>bbourors to hut Id u cottage 
lliCTe for the princess. Tlte outtago was made of plants and 
creepers in the shape of a bower and the king said white 
bidding his daughter adieu : — 

*■ Oh, what a woe was rcsened for yon, my darling 1 In 
the bast room of tlie palace were you Imm. On a golden 
Bouoli stmwii over with blouiiiitig floirnrh would yon lie down 
in the palace. Yon have now tu live in tliia wretched 
cottage,^ p<^r souIT- 
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Crying like a belplei*a man. tl>e fatliat- parted iviib the 
daughter who lived in ihal cottage for full one month. 
(LL 1-iO.) 

( 3 ) 

A mercbant was passing by the river. He was ordered 
to carry out the wishes of the king of bis pountry within a 
fixed time. 'I'he Kaja had provided him with seven ships 
full of gold. There were seven sails altacbed to each of the 
ships. He had already travelled seven countries and had a 
provieion for seven months. He waa ordered to bring to 
I lie king things that bn wished. If be failed to do so 
capital pumshment was to be inflicted on him. 

The sea was deep and Ih© water was pla^ng in restleas 
dance. But what evil chance overtook the ahip* I They 
Ixcamo atranded in a shoal when approaching the foresl. 

The merchant said lo hia captain and sailora-”* Go to 
the forest and ace what god or god-like saint is there in it 
who reqiiiiea to he propitiated. I wifl give duo offerings 
How almnge tliai a ahoal hae formed m the midst nl the 
deep seat If within eeven months 1 cannot njturo with the 
things I liave been ordered to ccUeci 1 shall he executed by 
tlio king’s order.* 

The captain and the sailora landed there for inspecaon. 
They saw lions and ligcra roaming for prey. They found 
peacocks dancing with their mote® spreadiog their lovely 
tails. The deer and antelopes were acen riinniog in great 
speed. They saw IwsLdes tlie forest-nympha, birds of 
Htfomoti species and on the boughs of Barak trees, they 
saw gold-coloured pigoona which looked bright as the sim. 
In a corner of thw wildemeas they saw a damsel of bright 
colour. She was beautiful as an angel. 

They came nod reported to the merchant all they saw 
Mid said in conclusion. * Tlic maiden whom we saw 
possesses superhuman beauty. We could not a seen ain if 
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sbe was th® presiding angel d the foraai or a wwMl-oympli. 
We never saw a woisan m beautiful as this girl.' 

The mere bant came Cn ibe spol wber«. Uu> girl was, 
ocoompanied by his people. 

The damsel was elceping on ihe gruund spreading Ibe 
Bowing end of lier mti over it. Tlw merchfint awakened 
her from her sleep by addressing her, ' OIi dear mother,* 

' From where have you come, oh lovely girl? ETideotly 
you are a princese. Why have you ooine to live in this wijder- 
□esE 7 Why ehould the moon come down from the sky 
and lie on the tiard ground of this earth? If your parenta 
are alive, dear girl, (heir hearts must lie luird aa stone to 
bear tlie pangs of Beparaliou, subjecting you to a life of 
eaile in this dreary forest.' 

The Princess. 

‘ It ia true, I waa once a priooees. My people tiirood 
cruel and doomed me to this forest life. I pass my life 
in great unbappimeas in this forest,’ 

She told every detail about her to the merchant who on 
bearing the sad etoiy determined to take the girl away from 
that forest. * Whatever my fate may reserve for me I am 
determined to take her with me,' be said. 

It is a wonderful tale. As soon as tfie maiden touched 
the ship she floated and went on in n swift course. The 
beauty of the girl spread a balo of light round the ships. 
Like a star the beauty glimmered on the surface of the 
waters. The seven etilpfl became bright with the glow of 
that beauty. After seven month? the merchant relumed (o 
his own country. 

This lime wherevor be landed on the way he derived 
double profita by his trade ; by felling goods north a pan he 
earned one kaAoit, selling ordinory epioes lie got diamonds 
aa price. The mind of tbs mfiroliani vw filied with joy. 
In fuU speed be came back to his oooiiuy seven dsya before 
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tbi; specified tiio^ of sevei] moDtb»« 'When the abips l&id 
aoclHir al the Jtuidiug ghat the seven wives of lire loercJiatit 
came up for giving n fitting receplion. They made an offer¬ 
ing of sacred graas^ holy oil and veimiJiQn to thp prows ol 
the ship* and carried borne the cargo and the wealth 
contained in them. 

They carried the great richer and valuable gooda home. 
What else did they take with tbem? TJiay seized besides 
the greatest trcaanre of ibe alup, utt„ the btaulifuJ damiiel 
whom they discovered there to their wonder. 

The merchant had an only aon prizicd by Mm aa the one 
eye of a bJiud man, which had still a power of eight. The 
youth wa« very hirndBome, The merchant had given him 
acme lilerary educHtion and be had hesidee same treiiiiog 
in trade. He was now twenty years old and at this 
atage he met the girl whom hia father had brought there. 
kU. 1 ^ 36 .) 


(4) 

The girl and the youth read and wralo sitting on the 
same floor. The mercbuut's aon bad taught the prinoeae 
hiiwtoreadand write. TJjoir tueotUig at this early stage waa 
hajjpy as ihnl of the snn and the moon at the dawn. The 
eyes of the paaaer-by boavy-ladcn with eleop became wide 
open if ho saw the bcauliJiiJ pair. The hungry man forgot 
the pnngi of hunger at the happy right. Evary one who 
eaw them ejcclatmed : 'Lo how bctmtifiu] the pair iu t 
Tliey look like a golden bird and its male V 

She carried a basket for plucking flowers every day and 
her flowing liair touched iwr feet wlien she walkoJ, She 
uaed lo weave a garloiid eveiy day with the flowers she 
plucked. It wae to he presented to the merchant's son ami 
she wove il inlo a garland with the utmost skill. 

I will now tell what happened one day. When siw 
was writing bur pan dropped on the ground. Youth had just 
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dAwcej on ber and ber miod was looking for somcthiag she 
did not know. She felt indolent and inacttvc and said to 
tbc merchant's son : ** 1 do not fcol quite at eas^. I cannot 
rise from my Keal. Will you kindly pick up that pen from 
ibe ground for me. Please comply with ibie ciy came&t 
rerjueat. T have no mind in my atudtes. I am indiffereitt 
to duty. If you do me tins fnTcur I will not again make 
a similar requGBt to you. I will not ail here. I will go 
elsewhere and hnd a aeat for me apart, neat time/ 


The Voufh, 

* T will pick up the pen for you but before 1 do ao 
promise to me Ihat you will marry me.' 

The Prineest. 

' Sucli promises and vows are needless. 1 live here at 
the mercy of others. 1 foe] sad at tbo thought of my own 
hard lot. My father drove mo from his house as the 
aatTotogera aaid that I was unlucky. He banished me and 
left me in a deep jtingle. Such was my cruel fate ordained 
by the ptf'^'i^ence that I had no oompanluQ to whom 1 
could open my mind and unburden myself. J embraced 
the tteccr aud told tliem the tale of my woea crying. True, 
1 saw the very loaves of the Daruk trees fall down on the 
giuund in aympatby. I slept oo ihe bard ground. Alas 1 
wbero were my couches then ? The ground became wet 
with my icara which I alicd inoessantly 

' It you will marry me you will fall into danger. The 
goddess of fortune will frown at yon. Who is IImug, friend, 
who would court miafortune in this way? Driven away as I 
am by parcntu and relations M H perannihcatlon of evil 
Itick what would you do with me, my friend! Abstain from 
this loolisU course. If yoo want to marry, your parents 
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will you a handiioiiiB iituvwsij- Thert will be iileiity 
ffiicb ready to offer tliemfielvea na lirideB. 

' So nnlutky am I that If 1 seek the ahadow of a tree for 
Ittkiiig real under it. it catches fire frou* wme myfterioutt 
•source and is buriil down. If I go to drink a drop of 
water to ullny iot thirst llie river driea up ns it calelifs my 
breath. In your benmLful pataco do not* I pray niake 
place for me so iinlocky at my p-nir wll/ 

TtiE i'ouffi, 

' Hut you pritUtf In vain, I hnve decided my counse. 
1 waul to uiarrj you. If my iviiule goods and c.irgp art* 

1(Ml in iriidc I will not alter mj vow. ..at muriy you 

iind would iiiH care what tniafortmie it may bring on mCt 
T have lurneil mad ai your beauty. Whether it be good or 
evil it Is myself who is resi«m*iUlit (or Iht* reaiili of ray 
action You ore not at all liable lo any hlaint*. Toiicli me, 
dear one, and iiroraific Ibal yu« w-ill naurry me.' 


Thf Trill ce». 

' Here do I sit on the ground and take llic vow that 
from tivday I urn a servant at ihy feet.’ 

Thu rai’ft'huitl's eoit ouw picked up the [ifti and Itimdcd 
il to the pTii«tr»s-. (Id. I'Wb) 

(B) 

'I'lie report ol the princeiis’'a heauty apr&sd far and 
wide, livery nli/.ct», every vihagei iHJnrd of it. The king 
of IJkj oniiilry entoc in know uf it and all fiia subjects hud 
tliiB for their tnpic. Her l*eauly lind lira glow of the moon 
and tlHf lighL of the lamp. Thu tncrchanl had brought her 
Jrom Itio jungh:. Tlw) king** daugbfer on licaring this 
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n^pori frtim lier ptsople sout two of the /timsfe attenikota of 
llie palacu nmncd CLiimnr and Dhamiir with tm ofTer of 
fior fncitiDiip to ihi* k-aulifu] girl. They comt to tlie 
raorebaiit'a hoiwe find aiiid, ’ Ttm report of the prmcesj 
found ill tho jungle hiia ttprcncl fjir and witJe and the king's 
daughter f^upuvatj desires that she should luaku friendship 
exchanging Qower-garfaniL with h^r She has afready 
engagni dniinmers and muakiapa and iuvitfd all jicnpln of 
the DeighbotirhOGd for celehratiiig the cccaaioti, To*d!ij 
the priowai will formally make tlto girl of the jungle her 
friend.* 

At the front of the palnoc ia a beatitiful garden of 
flowers. There in the spring seuson. seated on the boughs 
of flower plnnta, the eucboo sang nil day long. Th* 
cfidTOpfl and other flnwora of the ganlen wsm of a niiperior 
quality and did not fade or bse their lustre for a long time. 
There one could see rows of gandh^iruja plants vvith 
blooming flowera. ivere seeii in abundance fringing 

the burdm of the garden with their yellow tine. Tlie two 
frienda—the prmccaa and the girl of Ute jungle-wero Ijoand 
in fast coihract' ami they wondered about the garden while 
the cudtoos sent their gay notes lo llieaky. 

Both of them were young and both of them were 
beautiful. Their presence added grace to the garden and 
both of them plucked Ibwera uml wove garlands with them. 

One day by chance the hair of the girl was caught iu the 
ihoniB of no Akra' plant ; sfime of this luxurious black 
irejuiure were lorn oil. The prinetBs aaiil, ^ Do your 
hair ognin, friend. They are in a dishevelled stab.' 


Tht Frin€€95* 

‘ Dear sister of my heart, ivlll ytw tell me who ja it that 
come to our garden yeabnlny?* 
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She ie my friend, the girl who puts up with the 
raerchant. She and I hjid a pleasant ramble in tlj« gorden 
yesterday. 

The Prince. 

'Wbat sort of woman is your frifiiid? May I have a luok 
at her? 

The frincesi. 

She is a paragon of beauty. There is none in the world 
to match her. Her long (lowing hair Bwm to kiss her feel. 
Tjiey are so beautiful that one could stake a lakh of rupees 
lor that hair alone. She was found by the merchant 
in a jungle. I saugbt !«er friendship on account of lier 
extraurdinary beauty. I tell you, brother* she is a fairy^ 
the gtoniog light that imanatea from her body spreads a 
Italo round it as she walks. She fleenrt to scatter her 
beauty like golden rays all around. 

The Priiicf, 

Will you, sister, show me ymir paragon of beauty on 
some pretest or other? 


There was an invitation for the girl from tbs palace tin 
next day. The two friends met and embraced each otber 
and they were full of glee. 

The prince who lay biJilen behind a tree saw the ^rl 
from a distance and became maddened by the sight. 

The Prince. 

Oh stater of my heart, know that I have taken a vow. 
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The Princess. 

W!int TOW have you takoo, brotber? 

Tfte Priiir«. 

One who baa such a fine stnfE of bnir tnoal be mino. I 
will naarrjr her. li 1 /ail li> <1o -so, I »}uill fttarve myretf to 
ileatli in ihir parlour of 

The princess une ilay got ber friend Lute confidence in 
onier to aoniid Iter inind, Bl« related iier wliolti story to 
the princess from ber early life in ilut palace of ber father 
down to tbat of Iter exile in tlw forest, Siie dul not otuU 
to tell her of the vow ghe had tsbeti to marry the son of tJie 
merehant. She eancludad by flaying, ** Our marriage ha* 
been finally settled thongli no body knows of it/* 

** Listen to mei my fair friend, do not disclose the story 
of our luve and marriage to any one, I tell you all in coti' 
Cdeucc- line day tny peu dropped from my band. The 
son of the mcrcltant picked it up for me and I promised to 
him touclung tlw pen that f would marry bird, Tbem were 
plenty of tagar. alasfai and cfmmpa flu wen* tiwre which 
vtitnessed my vow aa T said to him : ' From this day I am 
a servant at your feet/ *' 

The princess told the wliole alory to lier brother, who 
felt a wrung iMipulsc and waited for ait opportanity to carry 
out hia wicked plan, (LI, L35,) 

(6) 

Ho shut bimacif up in bis [uirlour. He wtiuld not touch 
any meal, nor simp at night. There was great consteniation 
in ibe whole city and the 'lueen became maddened at this 
condition of her son. Enijuiriea were mode as to what he 
wanted and the informers told that he wanted a certain 
valuabie thing. 
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' WJml !b it?" was U»e query troiii all &ideB 
* Tt is ilie ]Bwel from a aerpen! a boot!* 

Tbc king culleil Uie raercbanl to him nnil sin id —" you 
art 10 bring a jewel from a serpcJifs Uco.1 within sis months, 
li you fail, ^ killed with all thr niemhew of 

your family.”^ I’he merrfiiinl powlcred for b while thmking 

'■ ! haw spent my whole life in trade, Now my hair 
is grey and mv gums are (oothlm. f vitiitod many prm* 
M dties of W world, capitals of kings and famous ^s, 
i rn'vw: wune ncross n jewel from a Msrjwni n buxH , i o j 
hUB seen it. It is a purr myth, though 1 Jww heard 

mariv iieople Bpeak of it.” 

The increbant in a sail tone said to his wjn. After ^ 
these years. I am doomed to deail^prohahly I ahull W 
devoured hy one of the Wg tigers of ibii jnnflU'. Tho kiitg 
has ordered m« U» hring a jewel from n serpent u hwid. But 
wfwre that jewel i» nobody knows,” 

The Merthani'f Son 

•' Bnt wKy llioiild you goon .urii mi orrui.1 iii iW. 

oM nee? I mn ''' ”®, “ 

voulli. Vou li.ee pneeii verj- oldi enjoy lie frniW o( joor 
wll-eanieil «,l .t lionie-_ < >rder Die eliipn <n ‘le iw'y- ' 

shall go on»sea''oyBig«‘" . j v., t.;. 

He dill not liatao to the opiwaittoii olloted by bis 
pareulB. He settled his coarse and undertook the voyage. 

The Aferelmnl'y Son (u fhr Oirl. 

'* 1 have oomc to hid yon farewell at this hour of li^viiig 
, «mT.lrv I am Ixjnml tuT dislant lands .n search of a 

irem iwn**'-- !>««• u 

go. Imi tbi. ennnot be. i« I bnve «.o ™l In go my«ll. 
Walt here wiUi jmtiimce and we shall meet agam. 

Tbc bcouliW Bill wHnolbing but Mepl.»nit will lier 

U.™ onubiil U»yontb-. Icet uni nri|.'g tlieni egeln with 
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lutr flowing hair. She said. “ Your f know to be my 
sole fttay—l ,lo not know what js goodand ivhnl it, iHirJ for 
iuii relytng un your fove aTnn«. I pray Id gO(t that FIc mnv 
protect yoa in foreign Jiuid*.'' (LI. 1-18.) 


I ^ } 


He eturted with hia nhips which diaplBved red am] bhip 
Jlflgs. Seven Inmdrad dnimn boat na iJie ship procpeded 
throupli thowovoa ; Uvo ehiaena overy where were stitrllpd and 

answer was—** fi is tin* »on of n greftt merehaiiL" 

t3verywhore be got a splocxtid rcrainiDii. R,i «t„rni><] 
home after si^ There wa. no jewel from n 

wrponta Wd, H wai; ell a myth. He had bronghl with 

h>m buridieds at serpents from the sens and hilb .irid mtiun- 
Uina^Ho had with him a large number of Bnakc-dmrmere. 

ho snakes were innuraerehie. Amongst tliam were 
Sankharaj^ ^f„nlra}, Morkm, ChUbakn, Khaiu and Gakhunt, 
but none of Iheae (mil any jewel on their hood^. 

The Raja was told by bis men tJ,«r 
on tho hoods of the« reptiles, hot iho tnert*hitnrs son has 
^nredthemhimsetfnnddflceivod Ihe king. The king a-iid. 

The merchant i son should be doomeil to be Biungby tlww 
«er[wnt 9 . Provided this b done my son's life wilt be saved ‘ 
Dy the <^mmand of tbe ting tJm rnerchret's son was bound 
band and foot and thrown near the serpents, 

Tlie poison instantly entered the body of the young man 

and ho was straightway killed. 

Tl.t .DB^nfs with hi. body hlact..nB.I 

by foiiion. Tliere m, nothing nf thot gotden lusln ol hi. 
|md»™ pb™„ le/t. Tho morchont'. wifn gl«„d lit. 

rig.'**’” ■“ 
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The custom of the coiuiirj xvasthal the body of BiHjrsnn 
killed by xnake-hite should not ho burnt. A lurgc raft wa# 
made of hmioiia stems nnd (he corpse wa-- llciHAted oi» IL 

Tl)o girl alt the while shed silent tears sitting close to 
the corpse. 

The Girt. 

*' Qb, great king, you nit? the lonl of jttsiii:®. The sea 
is dry 1i3*day, The impossilde lw» taken place liecauae of 
njy ill luck. The tree under wbouc shade I Jiijil taken 
refuge has been huriit down and reduced to nshea. You 
are the lord of the country, Permit me to go with the 
ourpw ; knon' that he was my husband." 

" Dii great rnerchaut,'' she eaid again, ‘ ‘ you do not know 
ll. Btu you are my ralbor-in.*law. "We two were matried 
and the wliulo thing wiis kept a weret. He has left 
me wretch(?d as I am in the dawn of my youth. Ponnit 
me. father-in-law, lo ocoumpany the corpee." 

AddrcHsing the corpse she said, " Who is it whose ready 
dinner t had seized depriving a hungry man of his food,—so 
Ihnt be cursed me in a^me past life? I do not know 
what calf was deprived by me of its motUer’a milk when 
sucking and ihroUlcti to death, Or in some post lifo 
I tia a tiger devoured tlw darJing son of a doting mother 
Or as a serpeut ate the young ones of u bird laid in ita nest. 
Some such great crime must I have committed in a post 
life or why should my vmmg husband leave ms at this 
early youth of mine?" 

As the corpse floated on ttie waves of the river she 
shed Lnoessant tears adding to the volumo of llie river’a 
water. She Hke one tnaddened by grief followed the oourae 
of (be rail as it prODeeded onwards. With the edge of 
her sori she willed away her tears. Tlie beautifut girl 
ihm Duniued her dead husband through the banks of the 
river. (Ll. l-SG.) 

find 0 / tke firflt Canto. (inroFnpIsteO 
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PREFACE TO THE BALLAD OF BIRNARAYAU 


Tbe luJiad of Bimaraynii wiia collixilecl by Nagendre-^ 
oath Doy fronj three different BOtirccs Id lf)2S>* Firstly, 
be got n luie^i fitnu one Ealadmiid Md, a netiTe 
of tbe riJIngp Snliibi near Muklngacbu In MyrnensingJi. 
This jOAti gave iiifomiAttoti tfiat one ruiiAidla of tite vtUs^ 
Sankiura In the same district know tbe fiiU traUsd. 
Nogendra Bnbu aovonUngly saw Slinik Pknaulls who 
supplied liim with » cou^idcrsltJe portion of tbe sang, and 
tbe nest, be oolicefed from a person wbo goes by the namt* 
of 'Kalir Bap' ('faitier of Sola') of llte vtllagH Jentnlia 
in Myinensingh. But tbe ballad, tboiigb collected from 
these three eoiirces after a dogged pnmiit is still iniximpTete. 
ft baa been noticed by me several timc$ that these balJadsi 
aa a rule, rise to aubliroe t*Atl;ms towards their last portion, 
Cnfortunaiety in this ballad we find an abrupt and inconi'- 
plete oondusion, keeping us in suspense aa regards tfw 
fate of lire liero and the heroine. The iieroine probably 
did some daring act of mariyrdom or seir-Bacrificc to vindi¬ 
cate lier cliarnder, but it h ui^iesa to give a catalogue of our 
imaginations on the point. The incomplete ballad oontaios 
547 lines, and I have divided tbe whole into seven cantos. 

From the language of the ballad it appears that it 
belonged to tbe I7th century, but one cannot be too sur« 
of dates, as tbe bailodB oomposed in a very early age ore 
so recast by succeeding genorattoos of minstireJs that their 
language cannot always be accepted sit a test of the time of 
tlic oompti$ition of tbe origlnul. 

Tfiere are romantic aituationa in this ballad which 
often remind ns of the w'andenngs of Don Jntui and Haddee 
of Lord Bryoii or of Hewlett'i Prosper and leoult in The 
Forest Lovers." 


< mi I 
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In some passages we tiave n diatiaoi re-edw of 
the sentiments to fae found in the ballad of Mahiio. 
This baJIad-Jimratnre of ours with its Hvelj and felici' 
toufl accounto of poetic situations brings ui every 
now and then in contact with the painful details in ttte 
life of our women. Subjected to cruelties of all aorta and 
severe treatnient of a blind and orthodox society, onr 
wmnen display wonderful tmuroge^ angelic patience and 
a power of endurance which cannot but evoke the admira¬ 
tion of tiMJ render. It ia a pity that ji girl like Rona, whose 
beanty ami intrilectual gifts were such that she could “lio 
by an emperor and command him tasks" was nibjected to 
an extrctnely unkind and cruel verdict of the society rntn- 
ing tljc prospects of her life for over. Again fl ind again 
we come across this hard-hearted treatment of the orthodox 
Hindu society towArds the fair sex in our rurnj literature. 
We have it in Mabia, in Hbullana and many other women 
whose noble (lualit iee cliallcnge our nd mi ration, Sona pays 
the penalty of being bom io this wwiciy of ours whore we 
find *' destiny uijshimnablo as duath." pursuing the fair 
creatures througfi life inspite of their high accomplishments 
iirid beauty, 

Thn hero in this ballad, nntike ilie general run of male 
char^ters in our ruml literature, shows a valour, stoculinesa 
and integrity which make him a worthy match of his con- 
iwrt. fn this respect bo bears a comparison with Nadcr- 
chand of MahuA niul one or iwo other heroes descrilaid in 
the ballads, The rest are generally found to be u aet of 
cowards like t’haiii] Binoiie. 

One thing liiai strikes us in this ballad the connive 
with whicli tho aubjecU of the king came forwunl to criii- 
oise his action. We (ind here the peoplo organising Ihem- 
tolvca against ilw will uf a aipricioui prince ami even 
danng to wulrmplato phm,. tor bji; murder in cuae k- 
toiiclied the fmnmir of their hjirtms. The cttpitcr-plato 
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iiiscripitona bear a tcBtiniany tck tiie Beugali people rising 
in » body during a period of aoarobj and aelqoting from 
QtnongKt tbemselvcs their raoDarcb. GopaJ, tbo founder 
of Pa] dyoasty wea elected king liy the people, wtum the 
country was reni by whet the ^scholara heve di^ignatcd 
"MMayanyftya,"* TJie people living in tl»e dominiotis of 
pnnee Birnareyaii sbow a spirit akin to that evinced by 
the people of Bengal in the 8Lh century. , 

As tlie ballad is incomplete, wc cannot give It ite true 
value. Nevertheless the tradition in the localities from 
wbicli it was collected is that Biranrayan met with his 
death in ‘a truly heroic maimer, scornfully rejuoting 
all offers of amity and pardon from his royal father on 
condition of fais giving up Sons. It is also said that the 
laat i>art of the tragedy^concemiog ilte fate of this girl U 
full of pathos showing her charactur in its towering height. 
T am sorry that I have not been able to collect tho hallnd 
in full. 

Dingsiiobandiu Sek. 


J Ikii thi big Ibt #m«li B*la<l Evnlllt 

iHiftBif ll^ MJtJftfa lnnl oi^dkLkHi i nofilr^ Ia ifElkb itt fWlftr c}||i^im UjawhIu 









iiAJA BlKNAilAYAN 

( 1 ) 


II u terribly dark night,"btit evai> sucli a uigLt 

bad its Gitd. It dawned. Frince BimiirByan awoke fram 
bia sleep. When ateppmg out of the room tbe lissrd 
made iU oiuinoua ' and Mttie one atu^^iUK] rrnni 

bebindj tmt the prince wna a dutihmg yexmg man and Ultfe 
careil lor iigni* or niiguriea. Ho wont out of ilic huun 
wiUiont caring macb for tho itidiiapicioua oigns. 

But stop. Tbongb lio wub o daring follow, yet In liia 
heart of lieariu he «iuld not (letp feeling n bi^itoncy in 
^ttarting the work of tfie day. Will my day pass in 
peace? " won the thought that lurked in \m mind. Iiiapite 
of hia seomiEig oprlgbUincurs and courage the traditional 
stiperetition tie could not reaiat. He advonued a feiv aiepo 
aud than retraced tbnm. He came back to Ftis roow 
nnd tried (o go, hut tfiere was again n doubt that tJie 
day might not he favounible. Tiiesc cogitatiana kept 
liim indoors the whole day. But when evening set in 
be oould nu longer stay at borne. He went lowurda 
the rivor*Bide all alone and witlioul any weuipon in hie 
Itand. He etrolted hy the hank of the river enjoying the 
fliglit of the wnvos which went playfnlly dancing, A 
merctmt's t>oat was pa.<)emg by laden with gooda. The 
tide wfle favourable and tlir lionl ran ^ swiftly that one 
uiiglit think it was running u rsMt with iho windf, but 
lliat was not the only iKiat. There wom any nunibar of 
tlwm of YuTjuus aizos mtd colours. Tito Mght was plcaaifig. 
The prince sat for a Itinu tinder ibo shade of a tree, 
gasing at tlteae. (InulDitiy lio felt a senao of ro]inw and 

tssst 
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hh eyro Hhut in »Jecp. The sight (vf the setting sun was 
sptendidj it mode tlio whole w^tom ^ky giglciw. 

Al hour A heauttful rlniusei eauiK to the river bank 
with her pitoher to fetch water. Sli® was the (hiriing of 
her jinrcnte. Slie bad her piU:her full hut tijje cmptiocl it 
in order to fill it again from the river. Before the 
evening was over she hml come there for water. Ak she 

walkisif oho looked on all sides wflh eager ciiriority. She 

ton was attracted lijr tljc aigUtof the IxuiuLiful boats, Rer 
face had the charm and light oI the morning sun. Whm 
ahe eame duivn to liie rivor, ihu waier caught tlie rays 
■>f the setting utm and as tfie wastiit tourhcrl her ivcautiful 
porson, tlicy sparkled like gold. Then did she rise again 
and eanayeif to return. Here hy the ri\er-side <1je happened 
to see the hiindaome prince enjoying sleep under a tree. 
The tnon* she saw him bIk* foil tlic atlractinn the greater 
and there was no satiGty of it. She glanced a hundred 
limes and yet she cast Jier gtano: again to aatiefy iicr eyes. 
She woa tranefiaeil to the spot by tin? sight of the prince 
and was not oonBcious that the evening had passed and 
night liad already veiled (lui fair face of earth. 

She had jiiat step|)od into yoiUh. The sight of the 
ptinoe enkindled in her the first desire uf a woraan*8 heart. 
The BCCral of her Iwort ehc revealed to nunc. It was 
treasured up in Iwr heart. A#. «he saw the prince ngnin 
and again h strange sorrow overcame her and she began 
to shed tears. She tlioiight—*" This UamlBome youth i& a 
prince and I am the daugliter of an ordinary village-man. 
Likv a dwarf oi^pirmg to touch the sky is my foolish desire 
tolovelmu. Like a fly that wialiCR to reach tlie starry 
regiouit It ia vain for me to indulge in ouch a liope. But 
ttiougli I lia<LO nimly'Bed all the reniions ami perceived the 
foolielmese of my iHaursCj my mind obsiiniudy dings to 
the thought and does not iisUiii to good oonriicl.'' As she 
went on thinkijig in this stmin her tem s licgJin to liow again. 
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At lut the felt i relief At tlw theught tliAt tboogh it nigiit 
not be possible for tier to expect n return of love, ebe might 
offer herself to him, mthottt a tbonghi of getting anv return 
of love. “ Oh my ieiral,'* she seid to hereelf, reho is it 
th&i lias plunged you In the depth' of ocean making you 
Inaccessible to me,*' She hrooded uver her bod luck und 
again and again wept. In the tneantime os she glanced 
amund s(ie perceived that (lie whole eertli was enveloped 
io darkness. There was no glimmer of the evening rays. 
The night was dark and terrible. She began to realise 
her position—" What wilt my parents say as f have tarried 
so long in the river-slde? What explanatton shall 1 give?** 
AUrnied at this thought she hasieniKl her paces and mode 
lierself ready to proceed homeward. (Li. 1'72,} 

( 2 ) 

As darkness now preralled on alt sides, the merchant 
whose boat with its cargo was going onward by favourable 
tide asked his captain to lay anchor at the landing ghat 
and there he espied tlie beautiful girl. The tight of the 
youthful insides luflamed bis mind, I will risk my life 
for her " he said, and os the girl was busy in filling the 
pitcher in all haste, be seized ber from behind her back and 
led ber onward by force. In the meantime be called 
his men who immediately thronged there like an army of 
ants. There was none near, so no ana came to respond 
to the appeal for litip whtoh she made, loudly crying. 
In that lonely region of the river-aide she tould expect no 
man to come to her rescue at night. The cruel merchant 
caught bold of her and tried to throttle her vuits by force. 
The ory of agony that she sent to the sky in that eondition 
roused the prince from his sleep. He saw that the 
merchaol was carrying away the gir) by force and that 
she WOE already brought to the boat. Tits prince was very 
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Sony at what he aaw. There was no one id the locailitj 
who oouli] oome to the prince if be called for help. "What 
is the good of njy ruling the country whan a foreigner is 
aUowod to do such acts of atrocity on my subjecte?" This 
Tvas bis first thoughu At the same time he percetvetl that 
any attempt to reaoua the girl would lie rruitlesa ns be was 
all alona. flat be was full of Eympathy for if re girl and 
without loaing heart managed to erwp into the lioal all 
unperceived in tlie darkness. ILl. 1-4S,) 

(3) 

Canyitig the girl to his boat the merchant ordered 
his men to njige the Jujchor and start the boat m fnll spe^. 
Tlie born rowed ty many hands flew Hire a bird an the 
wares, 

Tlie bcMit WHS passing aiong the fitraam and the 
merchant said many s sweet and seductive word to win 
the heart of the maiden. "Your youth, dear maiden, is 
manifest in all parte ol yoiir lianiiaome pereon. But when 
this youth will dodinfl, all will be over with yon. Make 
B gift of your youth to me when you have this treasure. 
1 confess 1 am so greatly attracted! by your ohanna that I 
am pre[»ared to lUke my life for you. .Tnst look at my 
goods in this boat. They posaea® the valtic nf a lukh of 
rupees, Elverything I have got here la choice and mrB. 
Ready am ! to present tliein all to yoy. My aspiration 
is to carry out your wishes os ynur slave. Hiindredaof 
maid-servnnta will be near you to serve your toast wiaiiea. 
Tiiey will I.C obedient slaves to your fwtt. f will adorn 
your beautiful Iwly with gems and etonea. Your M will 
be on a couch of gold. Tour lieautiful feet will not have 
to tread the liard earth, Your order will be the taw of my 
country* and my subjects will offer Ibeir tribute of worship 
to you even before the gods of the temple liave received it 
Irani ibam.** 
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But all tbcae provcil fruitless. Slie wouti] nul •'Uuce 
at JiLRi nor Buy a word in rejjly to nil 111® fine speetth. 
tilw abut her eye* in oonterapt and uol: al a distance Irani 
liini. tf lie *at lacuig lier slic bout lier bead low witli 
her back turned agaiual hinti Tlie inoto tbo luerclKnit 
cxpresBftI his ardour, tlie mora ehe became icy colil ami 
alied incetsaiit tears. 

The prince irtw all these from a diatnnoe and began to 
consider llie stop lie should toUe at ilus atago. 

Slowly did tbe prince proceed to onrry (ml bia plan. 
Availing hiiuself of Lbo darkness ihal ijorvadeii Ibe place, 
aloTTly did lie lay bis Iiandfl on the weapons stored in ilie 
boat nod drapiietl tbeui all into Tenter esecpi om atiarp 
swortl immed Rnuidno which bo 6el(Mt«ed and kepi by liitu- 
aelf. He GionUhily sM l•ehiIld ibe captain and cutoff bis 
Iwwd wliicb fell Into llie water withoui noiM. Ho next sat at 
the iielm tind (peered the bont till it rcBcliMi n sIkvi! wlrere 
it goi slraitded. TlwbnatcnuW uot bc iDovcd an inch imd lay 
hopelessly fixed ■ inert nml niotionlesT, Tlw boafiiicii and 
llw rowera all goi down and tried lliotr iilmost to pull 
the lioal into the nntop. But the boat Iny atmmled in the 
sAnil and would not ujora- The merchnut himself got down 
from (he Ikw( in order to h’o what bad boppened. Avail¬ 
ing himself of the inerchnnt's (ibsencD the prince cauu* near 
the nmidctt tvbo a1 once ti'Mgnii*ed him. She clasped bis 
fool and liegnn to wcep< The prittce iisked her not to loao 
her Iwpn. Ho would help her to get out of the difficnlt 
Bituntion. he said Re at once untied n jol!} Iwjii whiob by 
attaclied to the big boat and fionted U in the river, {lorrying 
the woman thither lie sat by lier aide taking with him 
BORiO oars and itn; great weapon—Ramdao. 

The luercbanl now saw this mid pursued ibero with 
loud oriea. Boatmen all joined inra in bis [Uirault ntid sCt 
op an uproar- They were resolved lo caich the Iwat. The 
prime brandished his sword sitting in the front while Bona 
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aat at tha beJm directing the ooDrae of the boat The mer- 
chant entered bU boat in search of his weapons. Alas I 
wbere would be find them 1 They had all been tbiown into 
the river by tbe prince. The boattnen were all killed one 
by one as they approached the prince* Biorror-etrEick at 
Ibe sight of this dreadful alaughteL the merchant did 
not Tentore to proceed further hut beat a retreat. In the 
meantime three iitiarlera of the niyht parsed away and the 
boat with the pair reached their own [noding ghat at that 
dead boor of night- (Ll. 1-06.) 


(4) 

She bad gone to fetch w'ater in tbe evening and the 
night was w greatly advanced now. Her father Hadba* 
raman could not make out the cause of thia delay and he 
silently searched her in all the known parts of the locality. 
Both the parents were struck dumb, afraid of the scandal and 
silently and diligently made a scrutinising search Ulking 
in whJapera between themselves and did not disclose it to 
anybody at first. But when after a csaroful search they 
failed to trace her they were obliged to take their good 
neighbours into oonfideooe and tell them that the jewel of 
tbeir house—their only child—was missing. She waa their 
pet and there was none else in the house who oould 
fill her place. Saying so Radbaraman cried tike a child. 
Tbe neighbours took pity on him and ran in all dircc- 
tioDS to HOrch for ber again with * good number of people. 
Badhoraman went to the banks of tbe river and looked 
around closely watching alt possible clues. They saw after 
a time the empty pitcher lying near tbe landing ghat but 
fo^d no other trace of the girU They suspected that she 
might have been drowned. Some said that she might 
poedblj have been devoured by a crocodile. Some of the 
mom energetic amongst them went into the water and 
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scArchcd thcrp. Others searclicd in tlie lAnd* They spent 
a considerable part of the night in this way till it was 
pMt midnight* At thla time the moon was «ip in the aty 
illuminating the river, when they perceived that the girl 
Rona with the prince were in a boat. The pair came to 
the landing giist and got down from the amall boat. Tha 
people assembled there like anU making enquines. The 
prince related all facta in a straightforward maimer and 
Radharaman believed the story saying that the prince had 
saved his family from a great diBhonour but Ibe neighbours 
said it was ail a fabricated tale. The girl had been diS' 
honoured. The couple now tried to hide thair guilt by false 
pretexts. She could not be given a place again in her bouse* 
The wicked woman must be banished from the village. 
Some one said the woman should be cut to pieces and 
thrown into the river. The more merciful onea recom¬ 
mended that she should be driven away to bohm foreign 
land. One of them arrogantly slopped others and insisted 
on their putting her inside a gunny bag and throwing her 
into the river at once. With these threats he valiantly 
approached the girl. The prince brandished his award at 
him. With one hand he oaght tiold of the girl and with 
the other be was about to strike the aasatlants. The crowd 
dispersed in fear. (LI, 1>39.) 

( 6 ) 

Sona, the prl, fell at his feet and said * How tell me 
what course I should adopt ; a weak woman as I am, I am 
atill proud of my purity. I do not know what is in store 
for me fur I find that Pruvidenco is against me. You 
arc tbe eon of a Rsia : you will have oo cause of sorrow. 
No evil can touch you. I regret that without doing auy 
wrong I have been made a victim to a groat scandal ; it 
breaks roy heart when I thiuk of mv rondi'icn. 
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The Prince, 

1 rislicil my Ufa to sa^'c you, dear girl, I cjuinot litar 
to see yon dislfoaijed in this way. I will tell you a Uii of 
my mind- Your face lUto a fuIUltlowu lotus lias ehanuod 
my eoul- Your liair has the dark Ime of seattered ebuds. 
Your eyes jira like Ewo beautiful star^ aud your Utnhs me 
lender as stalks of btUB plants. I never saw a woman ns 
Iwciutifiil ns you are. For Uie snke of your Iwauty 1 have 
liinietl a beggar nt your dour. Many propoeala of maremge 
are lief ore me in the ))>ibee but iioue of the girls [iropcised 
bat^ I liked. I solicit your hmuk. Will you not, tlear girl* 
kindly accept my humble praposuL" 

Sour. 

“ You nre n big Zemindar atid I am the daugtiler of nn 
ordinary householder. Love between you and me will 
be uiteieady aa a drop of water on a iotas leaf. You are 
t1)c master of tlie Inrid and after your first infatuation 
you will buay yourself with State^alfaifH and would hardly 
think of mo. Why should yon bring scandal on 
yourself for a Heeling impulse which would lost for a day 
or two. Forgive me, dear prince; go to your palace oitd be 
happy. As for my.self, 1 tell you, it will bo my lot to turn a 
wretched wanderer in tlie foieat but 1 would prefer to ilirow 
myself into fire l»o(ore yon and thus end myself. Why 
sliouhl you run great ri^ks fur my poor self. You will earn 
nothing but scandal by paying aiteiitioii to me, Your 
parents, though you ore Iheir darling, will not War it. They 
may even nak you to leave tl»e palaeo. Why ?lu'iild you, oli 
prince, court all tliese ills when you have such a promising 
career Iwfore you. Be noil advised, go back to your home 
and look to the interest of your State, which as a 
prince you should do. 1 tiaxe been already made a victim 
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to great ficajtdai ami zuy [}]sce ^11 Kocto bo in tlte daptb? 
of yonder river." 

Saying Uila aJie proceedied onw^nTfe iu order to [dunge 
Iiersell in IJ 10 river when Uie prinee Atopped Jicr hy foree 
and imid, “You have not under^tood^ ob girl, tlto decp-sejited 
sorrow of my beart. Wilhmit you my life would lie dreary 
like a wilderness. Separetcil ffom j'oii J itu not covet to 
livo, Jf really you would drown yonrdcK, I ivotild do it> 
flriiil. He.aven itself vvoitliJ be belt U) roe withtmt you. 
Wbat (to you jay of the ploaeurea of tlio patiicel If you 
refiise me you would just I am going to drown 
(uyaelf in tbe river." 

He not only juid this hut advanced some steps to get 
down into the fiver, fibe dfisped hi* /wt and said; " You 
have saved my life and you have been a vktini to scandal 
for my sake, How can 1 bear to see you dbtreseed ; if 
really you covet my wretc!»ed self, here am I at your f«t, 

I offer my life and eoul unto you. Let the moon and tbo 
stars bobold it ; from to-dny 1 olfer myself to you and I 
shall be yours in weal or woe. My fulber and mother have 
given me upi Tbe good neighbours have lieen trokiitd to 
me. I do not know what sin 1 have committed, yet Provi¬ 
dence seems to be agaitist roc. Fallen into greet diarleaa as 
I am, you have protected me ss a god would have done." 

When Ibo piinoc heard thetse words lie raised the girl 
from the ground and in great happiness em braced lier. 
He thought that heaven itself had come from iU high place 
down to this earth yielding him on easy access. There in 
the still hour of the night they pledged themselves lo one 
another and were secretly married. They thongJii not of 
tlm world or wliat Ihe people would say. They hecamo one 
in life and spirit in ihe lioly union of louttnil clioiee- 
Tliey forgot tiie rest of the world end oa they glanced at one 
another they thought that their blUs of life was coutpiale. 


■294 BA8TERN BEMOAL BALLADS 

After A time the; began to tbiixk ho^ coul^ ilie; live 
tn that BA]a'» town. Subject to a great Eca&da] their tt&tne 
will he for ew iofaiaoujt in the country^ Parents even 
would not excuse them and might pass the eentence of deatli 
for their rash act. 

"But it we boUi leave tbiR coimtrj all our dangers will 
be over." 

Tbev resolveil to do this. Aa booh ab they decided 
their courM in this way they got upon a small boat and tlieii 
great love lent force to the winds which carried the boat 
lUie a bird over the waters. 

II was a woeful night that the parents passed. The 
night seemed too bog for them and they bewailed their tot 
in utter belpSeasnese' 1*92,) 

(C) 

The people of the locality ncctised the Raja and said that 
in his palace a dog was bom in the wioked prince. Every* 
where the king protected tbe people but here that dog 
of a prince was elloweil to do whatever he liked. " He is 
destroying our caate, honour and ruining ua. To-day the 
victim ia Radbaraman j it will be some one .else to-morrow. 
Id the juriediction of auoh a Baja we are ail unsafe. We 
must find out that dog and cut him to pieces and throw him 
into water," 

" We need not fear for conae^jueQcea, Wo will face all 
dangers. But this conduct cannot be tolerated." They alt 
assembled and took spears and joriis in their hands and 
marchai in quest of the pair. They made a Bearob by 
tbe banks of the river. They made their way through 
the jungles rooting out tlw shrubs and wild plants 
to make a path. But Uieir vigilant awireh proved vain. 
The psur could not be tracwl, 
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They iu euIIcti wrath not hemg oWc to fitnl out 

tbi' prince. Tn great di^iapfiojntinimt Uiey liegan to ixtduige 
lu nIJ Ikinda of wild thought. Some one said, ’* the Raja 
has leeretly kept the prini'e hidden io iMjmc place—after all 
he etnild not reaiat the nalumt affection of a parentBut 
olherA auggesteil that it would he well if they openly asked 
the Baja .ia to tlie wliereafioiila of hie 3oa. 

Deciding tm the Iwt course, they approached the Baja 
ami Acijuainted him with the wicked acta of his son. 
Vehement wus their Ijuiguage when tliey eaid that such a 
wicked son eltould be killed aod hie corpse should he floated 
ill the rim. 

They concluded by saying, '‘Be plonsed, oii Lord, to do 
justice. Vour Excolloiicy should not do otherwise l>ecavBe 
your sou is implicatixl/’ 

The Rujs greatly ineeusod. He vailed tlio Pohoe 
Prefect to Ilia presence and ordered him to hring prince 
Bimarayan to his presenoo. ' If the charge is true/ said 
the indigoant Baja, ' ho will have due puniahineQt—not a 
whit less becamic be is my aon. It is bettor not to Iiave a 
child at all than one so wicked. Such a wicked child only 
britiga infamy lo the family.' 

The Police Prefect made investigations and informed the 
Bojn that from the day t>efore prince Bimarayan was 
missing; he could not he traced anywlicfe. 

Tlia Bsja gave fitrfher orders—*' TVheievcr he would be 
found ha was to be brought there bound hand ond foot." 

The Raja thought I lull ihe charge wna real, otherwisa 
the prince would not itavo tied away. Everyone said tlmt 
for ilie Jiiet two ilava no one knew where he went. He 
aguin ordered the polj«j to bring the prince to the court 
bound in flitters. ''If such a wicked eon is allowed to live be 
will bo a pornianent scandal to tire family, I shall not feel 
a eanso of relief until and unless ihU villain is iiacnfioed at 
ttie altar of our family deity. All my State will be b utter 
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coiifuiiion and fall into aoan^hical <^ntlitiun if such a tnnii in 
placed nt it* hdm. I will owl like lo see lib fiice ngaio." 

Putssitig the aliovc order upon tlie police the Rajn called 
his principal aahjecte lo lji« court and gave u general roim- 
date iliat all of them should try lo find out the prince— 
" Whotbor ifi my own Slate or in ilie imigbiwuring one#, 
whorever he was to he found ho should be forthwith arrest* 
ed and hrouglit here. But if ouy i»r«OH out of a false 
souse of regard or affection tried to hide litm be would be 
very aeveicly pimialied. ffiicli a man wunld he driven away 
from the land—•from his hearth and home/' 

The subjects as they heard this order were filled with 
alarm and Isegnn a searcliing enquiry lo find out the ijrince 
Birnarayan. (BU 1-76.) 

( 7 ) 

Meantime the prince and 6ona proceeded onward till 
they passed through the capitals of three kingdoma. Hero 
the weakened arm of the prince eoald no longer row the 
boat. They were both upset by wi acute hunger and a 
feeling of ex bn nation. Here they iiuitled asbuic leaving tlie 
bool behind. They found a deep Lmjioncitabb jungle. 
There wore deliciouB ripe fruits of various sorts hangfng 
from boughs of trees and they st« them to their lieart'a 
content and appeased their hunger. 

Here shatt we live amongst birds end lieasts far nw^ay 
from hmoAii habitation—so that none will be able to 
discover n;./' they said to one anoUier. 

They did not think oE thoir condition, aa to whore they 
would find a place to live in—they by steeped in the joys 
of mutual company in the embrace nf bve. 

But the day passetl and ttii! night came In. With the 
appn^aoh of night the wliok place was covered with an 
impenetrable darkness. The tigona and other beasts were 
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observed Itcre and tltere. Wiiere would they dtid a hiding 
place? Tbo tigers nad beare growled ferociously all 
around. Alter a scorch they found a cave. They entered 
it but, lo, they found ftonae besisi inside. They were aiarmed, 
but tluf princse with hie usual pluck took up bia sword and 
with mighty force gavu three strokes to tbo boast and cut it 
to pieces. Tliey cUseovorod that the oiiimHl the prtncc had 
kilted, was a lion. 

But they were afraid tosl IhclC wore enakes nr reptiloi 
in tbt cave but there ww no help. They had already 
entered it. 

In the daytirae tljoy plucked fruits of which there wns 
an abundance and tliey apj>enaeil iheir hunger with tJietn- 
Like an antelope aniJ her ntate they foujid their life hqppy 
still in that wilderness, They occupied tbeinselves night 
and liny with sweet talks and their love was their only 
ooiirco of toy, ft was it romantic place whenci tovo uloufl 
reigned eupreine. TJicy thuught of notbing else. In the 
morning prince Birnarayon w^cnl in queat of fruila.aiiij when 
he liad gathered a aulEctent number he brought them to 
Soiia and they had a delightful repast. The fruits gore 
ilurin a strength which rice could net. They Jived in lerma 
of amity witli tigers and heura and were'net at all afraid 
of the beasts. The lieaste would pass aivay avoid ing the 
track of the pair. Such wa* the candiiion in which 
BirnarayaJi passed his days—a prince once, and now a 
woodman—hia choiigc of fortune being brought about by 
love. (Li. 


(IS) 

Meantime tlte informera and ether men lielongiiig 
to the jRaja's staff made a moet vigorous aeareh for tlte 
prince. They traversed the ooujitriee of difEerent Rojos, and 
left no riveNside, forest or village unnoticed, but every bit 
SB 
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of earth through that vast tract of roinitry wn$ scrutlGls- 
ingly searohotl' Nowhere titey atiiftiiind ii clue to the 
fugitive!!. 

They were filled with dJamay n?; the order wns to fiiid 
oiil the tirinee unyliow, If iliey f.iiti rl in llieir mieijiDti 
they tvere to lofie I heir lives with thu ;vaDioo nnd diildren 
of their hoiiw. Oreatly ulnrtueU again took up tl>e 
search and iiivrstigateil alt pir^aiidc hii:aHtie% Ail places 
within tlie range of their '<ight were exiuuined hut alnal 
where wne the prince gone with the girl ? No trace, no 
clue, no inhirmotion could otiyboily givy ibem. 

'* How can we return liouie now ! '* They diacuflaed the 
tnatter atuong$t the niisu Ives. One tuan >aid, * Perhaps the 
king has killed oiir women and children ittcomied at tlie 
delay, taking ns to Iw tiailora. Whai good would liomc 
out of nur going luck an we nlao would share the eantc 
fate? Here is 11 deep jungly Innd, let m settle here and 
live in peace. Fruhlcju would it !«■, to return to oiir 
deserted home under the shadow of the king's displeasure. 
Let us hnild huuses here aod start life anew in tliia jungle. 
There is no tan to be levteil hy any Tl-ija here—nor ah/ill 
tve have any risk of liefng victims tu hi« wbtm> and capri* 
ce«, of losing life at his sweet will. The jniigTe is a large 
tract and wcelull be able to lead n pcaocfiJ life hare.* 

An old 01.111 !iaid—*' This is noi a sound decision, toy 
friends I Hnw can we cut off the sweet ties of nffectIon 
which bind ns to tlie homes of our fathetfl? We sliatl be 
!%iibject to great rejientnQce if we pursue tlie course sug¬ 
gested of cutting off all assoeiatiou with our molherland. 
We have ndt investigated thifl port of the country, Who 
knows the pritire might be liiddan in this jungle ? If we 
fail to find him liere we will have another diocuHsien on the 
point and settle onr fnttire ooume, But return wo must to 
our dear motln-rlaud and see whs» Sktap th'i Kaja Ul:att in 
respect of n*t. ILI. 1 - 32 .) 
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Here iJimarayAii atid hN conf^ort were leading; n mmaii' 
tic life. They were pssamg ttieirdaye m n dreamy hoiI of joy 
iiiiliffereiit to evet^ ifiing nlpte. They tAlkeil with each 
other day aod sight yet thoi^ unmesDiog talkf^ would have 
DO eod. They decoratful liicir body vviili field-hiiwcni, fresh 
and fragrant. There was no enemy, none to envy their 
uninterrupted happiness. They (vanderod lu the jungle in 
full contentment iindtaturbed by any gloomy tlioitglii. 

The Raja's men searched the jungle but did not meet the 
prince for soiine time. One morning as they rose from rleep 
they fell greatly dismayed and were discussing as to tvhether 
they sitould now return iKune or out. At tbie elage the prince 
happened to pass by their side. They looked wiiti anxioUB 
eogernesti at the figure and were convinced that it wa« that 
of their prince. They encircled him atid c&tchrttg bold of 
his dhufi they seized his person. Tliey n^jro right glad to 
liave now Prince Biniarayan for whum they had pattned ijo 
many anxious days and nights. The pi-iuoe ajipeated to 
their oompaaaiou flaying that he hod one in the forest who 
helplessly depended on him. They heeded not his retjnest 
but caught hold of him saying, A compliance with your 
request, oh princet would lead to our death. Excuse us." 

They brought him home leaving the girl alotw in the 
foreat. (LL I'dO.J 


( la) 

Sona in the meantime was anxiously awaiting the 
return of the prince. He had gone in quest of food but it 
was too late aow»“^here is he tarrying to>daj P The delay 
made her anxious and she sometimes sal in her lonely cot 
brooding over ber Jot and at others came out in tite 
lonely path of the forest, Tltc whole day alia passed in 
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Ihi9 mniiDcr, lier anxiety ming to tlie litglie^ pitdi in ihe 
ovcoi ng wiwii darkiicsit covered ilie liind. With tlic ed* 
v&nce of tlie nigltt ylie dei^psiied of hiii return ; ibe took the 
prince's stvord in lier I mud And wildty wandered about Llie 
forest seeking bim. Her tlmitgbls were wild. At tme time 
abe ttiought thnt be migbi: have been dovouted by a tiger. 
But in tlmt case aonif remaijiA of Jjjrt oorpise or A few {nt» 
of bone A would fmvic lieen tbere. “ Besides my busbanct b 
strong etioiigtj evi*n for a etrong tiger. It nuiy be that ftouie 
fairy or courtesan might have taken ffincy for him and 
carried In in away. But can it be tha t lu.' Ims really been Ur<H] 
of tue and left me itloiie mfihing lor tlie pleasures of life in 
(he city. Wherever yotim&y have goitc, oh my friend, wbau 
ever nuy be your objeut, may you bo btippy and may I tint 
live to Jjear any iinpleosant news iil>out yon. For me I 
slmll wok heaven nud earth for you and try my uimofit 
to have once iootd a sight of your sweet face.** These were 
some of her musings. 


Banmeshi 

"This is April, oh friend, the breeze of the spring is 
lilowing sweetly. In vain guest after you my days paw, but 
unbearable are my sunerings in the night which seems to 
me too Umg- In May the mt in the evening is cool 
ami sweet, hut this does not Bssuage the pain of my 
heart. In June the cuckoo's sweet notes seem to me dlw 
as thunder. Oh t where can I bear bis sweet voice once 
more? July comes witli its nnbearabte heat but atilJ mure 
unbearable is my wparation from him. August brin^ 
its showers which drench my body but li omnot put out the 
tire that is lu my heart. lo Beptember the ;hf£f are full 
of full'falovm lotuses. If you were liero you would have 
plucked sonsj of Ihese for me to ndom my care.*' 
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Tbc girl ritn mnd sacking tbe prinix! in that tvtl^ tracti 
WhofflMMvi^r she uiet nbe nsked —*' Have you Bceniay young 
friend?” Tbe big trees of the forest she approarbed and 
addre$!iGil there saying —** Honry are ye with age and kno'ir 
wfaat have transpired during all these ages. Can you give 
me auy news ul my friend?" To the birds sbo aflid—"You 
wander in tito sky and observe all that passes in this earlli. 
Did you see him anywhere? I will follaw him wherever he 
U if I simply get a elu? rroni you. Oh ye stare—you 
twinkle wickedly but tlds is no time for joke. Yon certainly 
MU with your far-reaching kon where my friend is staying 
now. Tell me soreetfaing about bim. 

” He left hlfi rather and mother lor my sake and t 
cannot reooueile it with my tnind that my Mured would 
give me up at the last hour in this way. Had f known that 
yon would desert me so cmelly 1 would have drowned 
myself In the river to avert the mishap that has befallen 
me. (LI. 1-&].) 
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PREFACE TO CHANDRABATI'S RAMAYAXA 


Tlila poem written in t!ic form of a baJlnd lisa n imiiine 
mtereat for lliDse wLo jit« altidyiug the Jttentiire on RAma<‘ 
Saga, and thoogb from the point of poetic merit it may not 
atand on the Jerel of the other exquisitely boaiitlfiil liallaA*^ 
such aa Maluit nnd Kcnaroin compoi^d by the gifted poetess 
Chnudratiati, its lAjaritig un some of the intrieAte ques¬ 
tions relating to the origin of the Ramay.inic legend is 
considerable, offering suggestive points for readiing a 
solution. 

ft appears Lhut not only in India but in a Inrge part of 
the soiitfi'essl of A^ia pc'ople were omiveriani willi the 
Rama-^tory during tin* palmy day^ nf Hinduism. Some of 
tlie old versions were probiibfy older tbati Vahiiikt’s Epie. 
Amongst these llie Pali Dasanilhii Jaieba niight reeboned 
as one. [ have giroJi my reasons for Ihia view in my book 
** Tlie Bengali Ra may a tins,'* Vnlmibi had ?ohil* crude 
materials before hiiu which he toadied with his pow'crfut pen 
investing them with an unaufpaH.sed poetic grace. The story 
of the ‘Andha Muni' iu the Ramayaim is a reproduction of 
the Ule described in the 'Sama Jataka.' The wuriU that fell 
from the demon in the 'Samhula Jataba' have a distinct ring 
of Ravana's Ihreal to Sita in the Asoka garden, and the 
Bpcccbce of Vessaiitara and Maddi in the Vessantnra Jataku 
arc 60 aliho those of Riujia and Site ou the eve of their 
exile that tlie couduuioii iiie^itahtt that one 

is the original uid the otlter iU copy. These are not 
nil. Th(!re are ulhar anaiogotia paungc^ in tlie ■Tsteka-Htorle* 
wbicli load us to the supposition that the Haninyamc 
legimd Iiad existed in a crude form before Valitiiki and the 
great poet tuudicd nil nvailahlc nmiurt^^ tluvt lay in the 
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cDuutry at Ilia time witli lik insitinxT'peti) sotliatiLll that was 
inelegant and lacking in polish became esqtiisiiely beautiful 
and refined in the noble edifice that be constructed, ns tf 
by a toudi of hin magic wand. 

Amongst the old materials the Jain Ratuayanns are cer- 
tolnly noteworthy, Paum Chari am or life of Rama written in 
the firpt century A. D. by Bimsiaebarya in Prakrit deviates 
in many ijoints from Valmiki and even the moBt modern of 
them compiled by Hemachandra—a Jain poet in the llth 
century—record traditions and poetic niluations which are 
at variance with the accounts of Valmiki w'hose fame 
must have spread far into the country in (hat ceuittry. 
That the Jain poet st such a late period dared to deviate 
from Valmiki in some vita] points of the Roma-legends 
proven tliat the Jain community bod deep-sealed beliefs 
and old traditions which their poet could not help recording, 
even knowing it fully well that tiie popularity of Valmikl'e 
epic had grown so extensive at the timi that any version 
of llie atory which materially differed from it would not he 
read or appreciated beyond the Jain community, 

Rama was certainly a hiatorica) figure and the story of 
his exile ia founded on facts. All tho versions w^hether 
Jain, Buddhisiio or Hindu have thin eoimnon ground of the 
story but llie matter becomes complicated when the story of 
Sitn^is introduced. It U a historical fact that the custom of, 
marrying their own aister* was prevalent amongst the Sakya 
people of old. It was a custom which existed in many 
parU of the world in olden times. The ancient Egyptians 
and Babylonians had this custom, and in the Jataka-stories 
we find frequent references to princes marrying tfieir uterine 
sisters in particular clans. TJm kings of Java foibwed tins 
custom. The other tribes and communities uaturolly looked 
upon this custom with derision and contempt (ct'de Kunnl 
Jataka, Ko> fi35, pp. 219, translatL'd by II. T, Francis). 

NoUiing could be more abliorrent and shocking to tfie 
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ortJtodoi Hindu community than the custom nf marry tug 
one’s o'rt'ii aiflkr, Thu 'Dasarttlba Jataka* Buya that Sita was 
Rnum's own lister and in till prolmbility Ihis wbb a historical 
fact. The poet Valmiki, who ii is now unaiiiawimJy 
believed by scholuTSf wrote tlw Ramayana from the Book tl 
U> Bonk VI did not atfOBi tlie point of Sita's birth, but the 
later pouts who Imled the eufltu*n prevnhint oraongst the 
Sakyas huL Lbouglit that the aloiy would be incoraplete 
without a rtfereiure to the birth of IIh? herouic, oujployed 
ibejr iuuigi nation to fill up the blank by Ifueing tier 
Itcdigree. 

One might say that they could have easily linked iicr 
with sonU! ancient royal line in order to avoid tbo difflcnlty. 
Those who have read Mr. Pargiter s liteat work on the 
genealogy of the Kshetriya princes will eftiily undciatand 
whv Sitft‘8 iwrent»Be cotild not be twBOciftUjd with any 
Kshntriya Kaj family The genealogy of noted princes of 
India wna known bo widely in Uw country and 8Lla was such 
a dintiogniBhed wDronnthat all aUemptoto link her with any 
of the principal myal dymwties of India would not meet 
with popular ncceptanoc us the fraud would he linraediatoly 
detected. Easier far It was to hide the fact under some 
legend, which, Iiowever monsttwia or extraordinary U 
might bo, woMld readily appeal to the crednlity of ilic 
popnJaco. 

Tlio orthodox Hindu oommunity under the ctrctimatanoefi 
created sterica of a wild nature and thus patched up what 
in their eyes appeared to ho u defect in the Itaniayuiiic 
legend. The stories Ihua rubricated might be auoldas 
Valmibi or even curlier. Wo have a seriiMof such wild and 
extraordinary titles relating to the birUi of Site, thmigli 
wo do not fmd any trace of ihom in the epic of Valnnki. 

But tl« most interesting i»int tn us is that sticH li'gefnb 
Bxisted even in Bengal ride by side with Valmlki’s epic. 
I'he writers of Sanskrit except in a few fttray cases hare 
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ignored lliene JegendB. The questmn h wlty did Chnndra- 
bati. ihe writer of the profledl ballud, and hcraeif a great 
Sanskrit wholar, prefer the intligcnous legends to the epic- 
version whife writing the story of Bumaysna? She wrote 
her Ratnnyana ahoul the year 1575. Kritlihas's recension 
WHS cckrnpnsod bog before this tune,—it was at bast a eon- 
tiiry earlier, I can no I eiactly say wfietlier in the oonrso 
of a century the fame of Krittibas had already penetrated 
the bfl(;kwoods of Eastern Bctvgal and found appreciation 
in the district of Myrnensingit. No ?cr&io)i of KrittibsH^s 
Ramayana has been recovered from Eastern Bengal earlier 
Ilian the I7tb century but that Hoes not nndoithlcdly 
catabJish the point that Cliandrabati did not read Ivrittihas. 
We cannot arrive at any definite condiisiim in tliis roattor. 
But it is certnin that she tiad rcail Valmlki, Her faliicr 
Dwija Batisi was a i>mfound i>anHliTit scliobr and tie 
ordered her to compile a Kniiinyana in Bengali. Ckindrabati 
was. as already efnil'll by me, herself a good Hansknt 
t^holar, 

Ev^n so late Bsl5T5EaslBctigal, spcciallyMymeneingb, 
was not free from BiiHdhEstic and .Tnjn influences. About 
thb lime Ibe poet Ramsnanda, a Buddhist, wrote liisRaina- 
yaiin in tlie Biirk-counlry, declaring himself as an incar* 
nation of Butidhti commissi ddciJ lu re-estshliab Buildliism 
in India. The 5/iairu religion that prevailed in MymeiJ- 
singh during Chandravnli's time had elements of Buddhism 
and Jaitiiam in them, and the Hindu public had not alto- 
gethof forgotten tlie Ramft legends according lo Uie version 
given by tlie ecbolors of these two creeds. Chandrelwti 
wanteil to make her receuBJoii of Itie Ratnayana acceptable 
to her countrymen in a way which would accord with 
tlieir traditional beliefs. In thoFit' days poets no ter cared 
to give a litemi translation of Sanskrit cpics» Netlltcr 
KriltiUas nor Eaaidas did it. They based thdr recensions 
on the Sanakrit originals up to A certain limii, but wrnto for 
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tbeir Dviii jicopk piunierlng ta tbcir Uistea anil establisbcd 
IriulHions. 

ChuDilrEtliati did nc^itlitr follow Valmibi nor Krittiba? 
hut introduced tuattera in conformity ivith tlio Iraditlntis 
OUT rent in Jier country, i'he, liowevpr, fabricated nulblng. 
One not knowing the Tfamityariic talcs prevalent in pncivin* 
dal dialecta outside Bengal, t&igbt be wrongly led to 
suppose that she invented many T>ortton« of tlie »tury, hut 
talcing a bird's eye view of the evtonBive ilainayanic 
litcmtiin; of indigenous origin prevalent outside Bengal, 
we hnd that what tuid appeared to tis At first to be ber 
coinage is to a great extern tiased on an earlier autbority. 

Bor instance the story of Kuktia, tbc daiighier of 
Kaikeyi, is to be found in l]ieKaAK(ulri,Ma{3y.i]i« ifavaiicse, 
Cambodtan and Tibetan versions of tbc RaiEayftna,^-“ROt 
exactly in rflch cuac as CbandraivAti gives it, but I he story 
in all these sourcce is substantia tly the same. 

In the Knahmiri version writ ten by the jx»i Dibakar 
Pmkash Bhatta who lived during Ibt coign of Siikhajiban 
^ingb. Raja of Kashmir (1785 A.D.), we find an account of 
Kukun. She is not nained so in this version, but the 
acouunl given of her tnllics with that of Chandrahaii in 
its main points. Sir George Grierson writes in the series 
‘Bibliotheca fndica,' published by llie Asiatic Society of 
Bengal in 1930 ;— 

'' Sita now (pregnant) had « fislpr-tn-law (husband's 
sister) who hates her with jcaJoun Ircachery, She asks 
Sits to draw for her a portrait of Ravann." 

In the Malay Ranmynna this sislGr-iii'law of Sits is 
cslled Kikswi and in tiie JaraiitBe version she is Kikevi 
Devi. In the Javanese TtamflraD& it is noi Kukua but 
her mother Kaikeyi heraclf who draws n picture of Rsvana 
on Bits’i fan and lays it on her bed where Rama finds it. 

That Rama exiled Sits owing to tlH> intrigue of a third 
party is a common factor in the various recensions of the 
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RQma-st<)ry wrilteir in provincial din I cols of many countries. 
In the Klicmir versions from Oamliotlin *'A Ynkshini of 
the (Temon race dctcrtn'mcs to iscparalc i^ila from Kama oiul 
pcreuivdcs her ilraw ;i portrait of Havana on a slate. 
She then inenrnatee hei^lf in ibi portrait which aho in 
oonectinontly nnahia to mb oiit. its in a fri|tht hiiins it 
under the bc<I on which Kama su.bsei][ucnt1y liei: down and 
is sei7:ei) with violent fever. The fount is soarcited for ilic 
cause. Sit A confesses that she was the ariint and Kama 
orders Lak^hmans to take her away,” The alwve in taken 
from Miss S. Ivarpcto's ^Thc Influcnco of Inditin Civilisa¬ 
tion in Further India" )tt Indian Art & Ia!tters» Vol. I. 
N'o, I (JltJ27), pp- Mfl. Sir George Grierson refer-s to it in 
his work on the Kaalitnirt Kamayana (p. aliiV. 

Mr, W. F. Stutterlicn, Honorary Secretary* Holland* 
India Society, and an authority mi ific Ramayana amo'ngst 
tljc modern Oricntaliatii addressed me a long letter in which 
he asked me if I could find similarities in Indian sources 
with the accounts of ilie Javanese and Malayan verisionn 
of the Hamayana. He referred to 1 points in which the 
versions deviated from the Sanskrit epic of Valmiki. These 
pointa are as follow* : 

'*1. The <^tor 7 commences with a fall deseription of 
R.n'ana^s exploits. Ho is the son of Ghitrahahu* has 3 sons : 
Indrajit, Pntala* Maliamynn (■■Mnlii Ravana ol page 263 
of the book Bengali Ramaynnas) and Ganga Mabnsura. 

’* 2. His wife is a copy of t!to wife of rta^ralha 
(Dosaratha's wife called Mandeduri, was summoned by 
Havana, hut t^he made a copy of Iwrself by means of the 
secretions of her akin). 

" 3. Ravans's wife gives birth to a daughter who is 
cast into tlw ««a {tn an iron coffin) and picked up by the 
rishi Kata. She is called Sita. 

" I. Dasaratha's first wife (ManiludaH) gives birth (o 
two sons Rama and Iinkshmana, liia fiecond wife Balyadari 
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dyu to isotis : BurdnJi (nsiinihiii) niul Ciliailaii ami rt 
diiugljtcr Kikeri DcbU 

" !>, ^isbi K jtiti lUdi^s SiiJi in n Imipti*. iimong 100 
(nflor itn.' viclorj nf Itiiiiii <ili Hic uccaitioTi ila* Svojftuu* 
bam}» H.'inij (ltfi<*(ivc:t'K her. 

“ »1, Hfliitn ligUlii (nflcj* UJ^ ^veddiiig) ugaittflt four 
priiiwoi oji Ills roliini b» ln$ ffttlier's Uwn. 

7, ilctidL'# ruil Lu rt-'lnm ns liu Ll>at lliu 

kingdenn ia pnimiaeil to StAttwliDi. 

8- Tlntiuiiiiiii IS non of Ilamii anti Slta. They 
!iTi7 tiirtngeil intii flUdikeya, 't'liey ladinbil iuul art oiidc 
more \tilo liiimmi torni. iaitii vomUs tht eiubryo 

which iii wraptied iti a Itttf iiinl dropiK.*iJ in the mimlli ol 
Dl'vI Anjiini; or in anmhor storjj Htnmi eoca Devi Anjniii 
[Kirfortning her auatorUiira (n tUo iiudat llw sea- ilia 
acmen virllt apiwur^; ami dmpiicd in thn rntHjth of Anjatii 
by lilt wind goi) (licre Hmiunitni is uiil>* u son of nutua). 

" Anjifii, tlio JftugMcr nf frnlBiim and sister tvf 
Sigriva ami Subdi yivts Iniili lo frinuiituii. 

'* lf>. The iitory of U<e apes h toM ti«i(f nmply. 

** H, flmiiii metis with i^ngrtvii hy nccnlwl. Sugrim 
sits weeping oii n Inf; hi*' learii full mi {Iania> Invasvl ns li« 
steeps ntuler this tree: «r in ntiollier slory. Sngrvva is sitting 
tmii hill of Uie la^crt'tions uf his wtsi'iiHi eyes, a hnwkof 
his tears [lijww. The ivntcr ilrank tiy llitinit jn saUinli- 
Tliii‘ he is di&rovoi'oii. 

" 12. tiimuntan nrtor vl<Niliii:g ftitn in Lntikn niJiJ 
after fi;*liLtiig iwnn* llnksliasa latter n hath in u sen ur Inkc. 
Tbm refrcslKNl lie fights ngairt, nte. 

** 13- Tint ntuiy of NTnhi Itovaftii and tlluiAtnntochnnri 
uCRurnahi in the Malayan HoMaynua. 

"It. Unvana's Gaiiipi Mnlmsnra deslToyw liie 

vanAcway. 

" 15, Story ttltniii 1ung» .tayuiiigh .itni Stininaln with 
wliom ttiioiji funghi liefoii' his iiUnt’k on Ijankn. 
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" 1 G> Bwtumnn mceb wilb bin non Hfliiiitaaii Tugunga 
(this story is told in the episode of Mahiramn. Hami- 
tnao^B eon ia Uia door-keeper of Mahiravan^s paloee. He 
18 ilie son of Hnouman and a fish queen. 

" 17. Havana’s adopted son (HuUmatani) with 
500 heads OgblB Haunt.' 

** Id. Havana does not die. 

" 19, The story of Kiikua is told. Eukua is oaHed 
Kjkevi Devi." 

One of the peculiarities of ihe Jain Rnmayanaand 
those pRivaleiil in Sjoiithern India and in the ialnnds of 
Indian Archipelago generally is that a for greater stress 
ts laid cm Havana lltnn on Runn. Tn the Northern legenda 
Rama's charaeier stands prominently out and Havana 
occupies the next place in the success of tiia arms and in 
bis vainur. But in tite former versions Havana occupies 
u tar greater ptace of importance and is the most conspU 
cuous figure,—a point wliieii I have elaborately discussed 
in my "Bengali RamayaQOii." Tii the epic of Valmlki 
tbielf there ore pai^ages which show Havniia’a outstanding 
personality and greatness, We need not take into account 
the legendary accounts of Havana's expeditions narrated 
in the seventh book which certainly was not Vulmiki'ii 
compusitian. When Hanuinan diaguised ua a mtinkcy 
of a very small Hixt eiitcrfd tlie liarcm of Havana and 
saw the Rakshosa king for the drst time sleeping in 
luH bed, the impreesion on his mind was one of great 
admiration fur the adversary of hin master. 

In the Kamaynna by the Jniri [K»t Hemacfiandra, the 
accennU given of Havana’s Tafnt$yft (religious uusleritiesi) 
niid of the Hupdriiutann powers that bo acquired, throw into 
shade till the aohievcmctiia of Ida ndversary—the gloriouB 

' TTjsn 1J» MIM IS vts Bitbf4Lt In «lti«b Oil* ll|tl.L* villi ibJ kijUi 

lr7dr^tM*4i4. \i ■ imufc. 
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incamnnttmi d! Vi^iiiu. NtimerouH in Southern 

ludift are suEiJ to Imv be«ii foiinitiMl l>,v Unvmm (»m? Bornlwiv 
OajHsttecr, I, 7. lilfl. 434. Xo. XVll, ?(l, -2mMT., 341). He 
(lerforraed bis niieLcritiea nr Oolrtimn in ('iknjini (Botubay 
PreBideucy). ’rhi»i diulrict in fttH of logoitdit hIkjijI Jiim. 
R^vmiii vv'rtB held us a greui mid satiilly king by the Mnfw- 
jan KitrldiuBlf. He lutrl n worfd’iviiU' rrkrbrity foi* lijg 
wHwloin. Lt the fjnnkATivtnr Sutra, i-om^Kised it) tlie 
setwnd ceiitijj-y A. [>. Rnvitna argiuji* veith ih(> Ruddlia on 
varioiffi ethical and reHgioue and after holding his 

own for n fong time ai lust ucktiowleilges the superiority 
of the Butldhi) uiul aevepta him an hin Uuru. The Buddhists 
of ttiQ JTabftjan school hold Ruvanu m u saintly king of 
spotless dmrai!lyr» and Dliarmakirti who tlmirished in tlir 
sixth oeiitiiry A.D is indignant agoinat flritluDAnic writers for 
staining the fnirnnine of liuvnai by attrihiitiiig to him deeds 
which won- not imo fsee IfrnguU Ranmyniias, pp. 33-34). 

Curioualy. nmongut tiic ixuissm of Bctignl there sceui to 
have existed in older days a tradition oj fluvanu's grunt 
wiadout. TJio epic nnd tliH literature tlinl grew on it hai'c 
pictured him m a wicked king wlio committi’d all kinds of 
ntmeitioa Oil gods and men — parrk'uljirly on the fairBcx. The 
acirenlh bonk ultorlietl to iJjp Ramuyanii of Krittibns ivoords 
£on)C of ()is foul deedfi, the most nlmotoiis of wliirti was his 
rapt' of Rartiblmlmti mid Sntynbmi, The ortlmlnx Hindus 
ill Bengal h ive ttolhing but a deep- rootetl hatred for him. 
But tti<i Buddhists lielievod him, os already aimed, to he a 
Just Juid wiii4^ nioiiiirch iind the Jnins have magnified bis 
tafHt^ya and mfigioiia practices. 

Ill the lower slratinii of oijr nocieiy he was honottred 
a!> A wise ninii in the past. Tlturc is ijuiie a atcre-house 
of Bengali ajiltoriatua still current in the cuiintry-Bide like 
tliQ«? Ilf I'Jnk and Khann wfrich arc attributed to Ravana; 
and bis sayings nro i}uutf!d by titc jsiopK’ a:i aulfioritattve in 
reganl to agricultun% SHtrohigy mid utlicr aubjects, 

40 
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As UiA DAiuGa gf Moiiiravaun aiii^ Blmsnifilochaiia could 
not be traced by me in the earlier days of niy research 
to any Sanskrit '^urces withiu my knon'ledge I tho ught 
tliey were coined by poets like Krlttibaa and Kabldbandrn. 
But now I find that these stories are olaii described in the 
Tilietao^ Javaneue and Malay Ramayauna. 

Bui far more widely known wot BhAaiuulocliaua in the 
world's myihology. We not only find him mentioned in the 
versions roJerred to above but in the Onya Rumayana 
which is u mere copy ol Bongst; ho is dorwrihed exactly uetn 
Bengali. Curiously we hsyc found him too in the Gaelic 
legends. There he appears as the god Balor, This god liad 
two eyes, one of which was always kept closed, for *‘it was 
80 venomous that it killed any cue in whum its look felL" 

On days of Irattle ho was placerl opjtositc to tiie enemy» 
the ltd of ihe destroy tog eye w'as lifted up with a hook and 
its gaze withered nil who stood liofore him (Celtic Myth 
and Legend by Charles Sfjuiro, p. 4f>), The Hindu poets 
iiisipired by ii spirit oI deep-seated anger against the 
Rakshaana made both of hia eyes venomous ao that Hie wretch 
was deprived oS i^ing his own kith and kin, in. fad 
everything of this fair world. Is it not curioua that the 
old Bengali literature has preserved some tradittons prevail¬ 
ing in remote parts of the world and which are evidently 
not derived from Sanskritic sources? 

Now to refer to CJiandrabati'a Bamayaiia.—^The birth of 
Sita described in this ballad is embodied in & legond w bich, 
differing in certain minor jalDts, iigrws in the mniti with 
the Rcoounte given by the people of widely distonf lands 
particularly with ilioae of Southern India and Indian 
Archipelego, 

In the Javanese version she is the daughter ol Havana 
and Mandodari, The queen tjolioving in anoriide which said 
that the child would be ill-falec!, puts the infant info a box 
and casta it Into ifie sea. The boji is washed ashore mitt is 


PREFACE TO CHA^TDRABATrS EAMAYANA 316 

found by Janaka. In tlje Malay Ramayauss Sita h a 
daughter of Mondodarit anti iti the Tihetaji Ruinnyniia she 
IB the dauchti*r of Ravaoa , — ai whose birth the astrologera 
declare that (die will ruin her father and all the denione. 
She ts put ID a vessel tnado of copper and commilted to the 
waters, being ultimately round and adopted by ludian 
peasants (Rama-tcgcnden and Raroa-beliefs in *'Dof Indiscbe 
Kullnrltrei’s,” Munchoti ltV25, pp- 76ff., by W. Stuuerhoin 
— rtfertcd to by Sir George Grierson in bis edition 
of the Kashnuri RAmajaae, p* XX)- In Ihe Kasbniiri 
Ramayona the poet Dthakar ProknGh says that Sita was 
the daughter of Ravnini, Queen Maiiriodan heard that 
the aatTologetB had said from a study of tier Uort>soope that 
ahe would, lull her father and that if slie wer? allowed to 
marry j ahe would beonnie a dweller in the forest and 
would oomB from there to destroy Lanka. Maiidotlori 
tied a atonu round the neck of tlie child and threw her 
into a river. The baby was washed ashore and found by 
'Tanaka- 

ft ia a noteworthy foot that eron in small delaila 
Chandmliati follows sotne precedent ur aaya domething 
Bgnseiog with O other poets. Sim carufully seeks all 
available tradittons white writing her story end conforms 
to many of them. 

In tlie Jarjtneao Eamayanji ths child Site ia picked up 
from watara by Riai Kala who doUvora bur to JaniLka but tu 
the Tibetan veiaion she is fnimd by *' Ijidian [leasaiita,’* 
Ghandrabati':! stutemeuL that shn was found by a tlshcrmaD 
accords with Uir Tibetan account fur a tislierttian may Im 
taken to belong to (he peasiim class. Our poetess ahowB 
consiilerobb power in dcUncKtiJig the picturo of this fiaber. 
man and hia wife Satu, The sketch is original— a pruduct 
of her oyro iwetic fancy. In liic Malay Ramayaua the 
baby is put m on iron coffin. The Tibetan poet makea it a 
copper-vesEel and Chondrsbati onya that it was a golden 
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<Jti whkii iJjv (.Uvir.c t:»|' wjb jilaml -mJ Hoatcil in iln* 
ewjI lit ilw deuin^ ol 

A cJircfiil i>I {hr l!t:ii{jrtU liicr;iuiin tvoulil jiroviitt 

\\i witli n cliif' 111 lutiny fuels nf lil^tory w-iiii li neiilu r Sniis* 
kriL imr ilml pan of vcrnnciilpr liUTuUre wJiieh is puTulv 
ilerivi'il frviiii Siuiftkrilie wiircc* woulti supply. Tltc purely 
indigenous lileralurc of ilengft) t>l the past serves to c«t;ib 1 tsh 
our reltiliotiHltip arul k'oiine<-'timi wjiti t|jL< lust ninilu world 
w'hicli ill the remote past ^v."ls ccrlaiiily tuit Ui* narrow at 
U is now. I'lit coinjiriiieil o for greuier geogrnphiral area— 
lieyond the limits of iiiuiluni nidia. 

We should l»! wrong in Atating ibal nothing of lliose 
iiidigenoioi laleii which were luirrent in the eountrj in 
oocient limes has been ocoopicd hy cur S^jimakiit seholArs, and 
that the talcs on the Rnmsagn outKiilc Vuliiiiki's epic with 
all its appendages of latler-Joy intertiolaliona have been 
total I > ignorird by thont> Tlu* iVilvnl Bam ay ana says that 
Siia was » drtiiglitef of Mandodari. The word Advut which 
means here 'outlandish' suggests that the talcs ttescribefl m 
this book were (.■olfccteil from other than ttrictly Hindu 
jicmrces. 

Chnndmlinti futlows the ti-sdltlunA spread in ilio country 
not through the medium of Sanskrit bnt through earlier 
songK stored in the memory of ihe people and sung by 
women ami the (leanniitry. Whether Bengal got this store-- 
house of aiident tradiiiuns from the Tamil or other Dravi- 
diun counliiet nr from the North-West is ft problem which 
has not yei been solved. But it is interesting that the 
Kamayunic legends which abounded m India not in- 
corprated in Vnlmiki ond c^;isted probably in an earlier 
period, have survived in a. country tike Bengal— ridden and 
domineered over by Valmiki and an army uf Sauskritic poets 
w1k> hud the utmost venerntion for oitr great epie master. 

Cbandn>bati‘E ballad along with other cloistcal workr 
of Bengal which are true to indigenous traditioDB in a far 
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flogft* tliftn puireljlf Simstritio irurks, gires us glimpse?' 
of II l uHiirc wliicli tiwiicd It kinsUip wUti mnjiv Jistarii 
i' 4 iiiiilrii>’i Mic nintlui! hail coliiiiiMetl ur con&tAtit mm* 
municiitimis iviih tii Lh(* tiry-day of tlicirglory. 

TliK Ramiiynnik- tiilv compofleif by Clinndrahati ifi, :i« I 
Imvt! slnred aUen(l>\ n kijl«(L i hough rficetihject i« ii Pnii/iiiiic 
om* Hiiil iUITL*r)i fruiii thv contemiHiriiry clnstical poems in 
U);m> TJie hues wni stonKiie bav« ^ho distinei 

MumI and mu»ic cluiractoristic of n baUiul nmi tlie itanal 
pliriiiie iki tMUinion iti citir ballnd titernturc when introdireing 
a miv ilevelupineiii in tbe pTo: *' Ki Xom Knriia " is uJso 
ijKil with in tilts (itK'iii ill ^tvoml plares. The rreipieiny of 
(he loonosylhibic wtind ‘CSTl’ ifilh » prolonged sound proves 
tJint the IVhole poem iaasung. The word gives n pociie 
hog to almost cneli lino nnd at times itiveatn the song wjth 
exquisite pathos. 

I hiive iilivjidy aoited tfuit Itiin bsllsd of Rnmuyana by 
Chsndrabati »iiiiug oil over ihe distnet of Mymen&ingL by 
ii'imieu oil liridnl oecneions. Tt is really to lie regretted that 
n ballad so popular has not yet Been the light tbough there 
is 00 lack of eutiTprising publishers m Mymonsingh. I 
liave given only m inoompletc version of it. 1 am sony 1 
could not oecnie ibo whole but I iim in correspondetice with 
lunue gentlemeu who hove promised to eolleot the remaining 
[lortion. As the bnttnd has not yot beea published, there 
nto very lew singers who oan reproduce it as a wtiolo. 
These ballads as a rule are sung on festive occDsions. The 
whole song is often sung by numy persoiu in a churuit. 
Even the Dtemury of a professiojiftl minstret fails at times 
and he is then helped by some one fmm amongst the chorus, 
ffidividually the singers can seidoiu recite the wliule song 
without such aid. It is tborefore so difficult to collect a 
complete balkd without consulting many singers. Un fcative 
days one can of course meet a fuH party of the minslTel and 
hia chorus ; but it requires the help of a shurkhond writer to 
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tfikc down d Rong wiiea it is sung, ntid llial is not pOTaible 
far as Bengali is cent.'enied. This (r>q>lavTu> the reason 
why oven such ft [wpitlar song a*s (bis ballad of Chandravaii 
eouUl nol Iw? recovered in ila entireiy. Tint t am liojicfu} of 
^.xiiring u in the near future. 

It is interesling to note that in Imr ftLtetu[)ts to fullow 
the traditions current in her country frora otilen litues, 
Chandra ball Las descrtlicd so»K! incidents of Hama^iiUiry in a 
way dilTereiil fmni the accounts of Book t of the epic. This 
book is noi tbccompoidttou of VaJmiki aceording to soboJiirs. 
Pasanitlifl, nreording to that Book of the Bamayaua, got 
four SODS as tiiB result ol a siicnflce performed by Linv. 
Tlie ftri'Qunt is au mrempt to establish the divinity of 
Ramadiandru and hie step^broilicrs. Clmudrabati did not 
accept Ihtj* story but gave one nrhicli is in acconi with Ihe 
Ollier ballads of the eounlry A Sftunyasi came when all 
the sncrificoi- performed Uy the Rislna ol tlic retiuesl of 
Duforatbts Lad failed in their objei'i uf getting tor the king 
the boon of n son, and ibis SaiiuyaNi gav# the Jloja A 
fritit u'bicli bad U> lie tuken by bii- ttanis t this produced 
the desired olTect. Myuicnijini’b waj. nut in Chaiidriibati's 
tiuiF yet Si* thoroiigldy under thr- control of priestly 
revivnij hence Chandruiiati could venuire to declare Ujb 
failure of the roliglous 'iaerifice^ |N!rfurtiU'd by the Hishla 
Til iliose p<iri» of rteogal which arc: ridduo over by priestly 
induonce itiu failure of ii Hiierifice pi:rfotine;<l by Biahis 
would nut U' Imliereif nnrl if anybody wMtdd ^y something 
iO snenlegions he would be ootidoMned. TUf advent of Iht* 
Sarmyofti in eritioU tiiNations i** in perfect aeoun) with 
wluit wtt ^ often mcei in th« Ballad literutiin!. (3oe Knjnl. 
fteklis, Vol. I, Parts I and Kjinebarirtudo, V'ol, 
Ihirls T and ff* B.B. IklladB itnd Malancbjimnio, pp. ’207-34*, 
Polk Liiterntnre of Bottgnl, CaK'Utta I'niversUy*) 

Tlmre on- many passages in this poem which estabJish its 
kiiittfaip with the contemporary bsllndi of Mymensmgh. 
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Tbe prailioe of meaniinDg i;otd in baskets (p> S25), the 
Btietition of fihdl-briiceiets cnllcd ' Bam Lakshiuan * 
(Matiiamufi noiiga^) aie to be found tu this Gong along iviih 
other thiop of the sort so coramoD in BaJIads, 

li aliould, however^ lie remenilwred that though the 
Ramoyanic legend has been t.'ouched hy Chaodrab&ti in the 
form of A bulJod she was tioi illilemte like tunny of Uie other 
bailad-tnakm. Oit iho other band ahe had not only 
roastered the rhythmical BengaJi eitpreasions but had a 
rcspeetabic knowledge of Sanskrit. This knowledge is in 
evidojico in many paa<iagea of ilie song. The line Wtf^ 

fifii »i5^ f«i ' <L. fi. Canto VT. Book I. Vol. IV, Part II> 
U an eclio of frrTT?:" of Iho ramona 

Sanskrit workAfter tin* VaiRhnnvn poeta who 
gate a himdnMi endearing names to Krishna, she calls 
Bamachauilra by various oaines given willi affection by bis 
kith and kin and litt; passage beginning with 
•tpt f*t tj). ;il5, Canto VII) has bofrow'cd the very 

exprewfions of VatHltnav poetry. Besidt-s this Haaiayanic 
batlad CLondrabati wrote niany other jioenis ainongst wludi 
the cKiDUibutiou she made to her father’^ celebrated Matia- 
aauiaiigul W iiuportunt. Tncorfiorated in it the famous 
ballad of Chandraliati on Kenaruiu the robber. Wo Ittid 
lit’f signature ( ) in the eolojihon of these (loem*, but 

in her nioat retebrnted ballad. Mnlus, we find her name 
m the cfjlophou of the preUttiinary hymn only and not 
in tins licaly xU the tcxia. 'I’hu reason is not iltfljcull to 
guess out. 1 he oppres^io^i^ of the Kazt ntid the arbitiary 
dwdii of Dfwnn Jalmngir arc capoped in LIiib ballad in 
the moat oulpjiokeii luarim'r, our iwlcin preferred 
to uptHiur jwoyitrfo tif, a ^ufe eourae. She was ovhlently 
a couterapcuTii'y of the Dewoti .hihaugir. The Karu’e 
oppression and the anurtliicol condition of tbe fdiintry 
that alie descrilica ki vividly m Maliia are homo out 
by the account, she gives of Imr time* in Kcnaram :—" The 
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(luoitJ art thereJtl mlem nf the i»iinti 7 tmil the Bndj^hnb 
is w only ID nttm«, Tlus coimtcy U t'ying to mok and 
ruin iiininr llic rule of the Kaiiis’*—(Krmarrtiu. Vol. I. 
Parts I and I-l)i Thfii Ik>l1i ^falua and iIhh Itiunaya- 
iite baiind cave rroni the «at[ie |i«ii H {irttvtd l>y Uie use of 
many tn)nls and (ilimscs showing the maiunrfiim of tin- 
^iH!tos9, \Vc Itnd hi this Rarna-halliiti srtTfwcffnFT^, ♦Wtff, 
^■'ttcn and (illKir siinifor exjpreBSiOiiii ufiich octar both 
ID htiiJuu and in the tong. In the loritllty in which Clmndrri' 
halt lived, the deities Marias^n Debi and Hana Dnrga were 
worsluppwl by iljt- punjitu; there -ere „ilier evil sfiiril-t such 
as Dand aud 1>.tkini who bad to lie pruintiatod on particular 
oceasions. W^j Hiid olTeriugs being aeut tii lhe;v froiij the 
palace of iXtaariitlia after the birth of Ramu f All tJicsc show 
that the piiem had not any pronnunfiod ronneelicni with 
Ahihiiiki'a epic hut was inHpjreJ by the vast foik-lilcralure 
which existed in Myioensingb aliOLl this time. Rum and 
Situ here play at dice—a faahinii whidj was in vogue 
uniongBt ineti Ktid women of (ho ansrlocnitic classes during 
Mahomodan rule. The Udl> jfrfE* 

(L. U, Canto fl) i» aigniricant and distinctly proves that 
tliere waa » chisa of female atory^lelicrs wlio were apiMinlwl 
iu palai.'es for giving aiuiisetnent hy means of Gitikjiibas 
and hullud^ with ethical Icssona to iJie prinreascfl. Tlie 
audience of tbfl Oitikallms and Rupakalba* ftinsiated of 
wives and daughter* in nristocralic families, (The Fulk 
liitenitiiro of Bengal, p. liGJ,) 

That the Ramayutia ol CJiandrabati (ierived ita ehief 
inspiration from tl« sputheni versions of the slory and not 
from Valmiki Is ovjdetieed by the fart that the poetess, like 
Jain ttutfiorH and the reoensioiiists of Tamil .«iintric 5 and 
of Malaya. Siam and the isHnd-H of fndian Arebipelago. 
began the aturj uf Ram with a descriptiou of ftavsna 
and his Lanka, the aeoount of Ram being intredijoed 
later on. 
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Tim poem of Chandraboti wliicb may iiol rank tn poeti¬ 
cal merit witli Malim U nevertbeless b fine creation of 
poetic fMicy. Tim conccplieti of tltt story flliows great 
ortiatic power on tlie part of tbe poeiew, Site traveraes 
tlie field of the whole IlamajimEc legend in the shorteai 
powible space, hut the Imoit doe« owing to this 
hreyity, took like a summary or caleohiam. It ia enlivened 
everywhere with sparkling passages and eniiiiBite touches of 
poetry and nowhere ie this brevity combined with wit and 
pathos so ranch in evidence as in Book fl where the story 
of SIta'fi past life is related by herself. The description of 
her life in Dandakamnya will remind one of the Meglinadb- 
badb Kabya wliere Sita describes ilie same episode of her 
life to Sarama. There is some striking affinity batween 
the two accoanta and I have some aUBpicion that ^ohael 
tiiight bave beard this Ramayuiic ballad in MymeitsiQgb on 
flome bridal occasion and got Lia inepirationfroro there* The 
pstlm of Mkhacra poetry as far as this part of his great 
poem ia oonoerned is justly admired. But an imprejmliofld 
and imparliul critic will surely admit Chnndrabnti a descrip¬ 
tion to be more refined and eninisito though lacking in 
the splendour of Madhusudsa'a word-pmnting, whilst her 
simplicity gives an undoubted grace to this picture of forest- 
life. Compare Madhuaiidau'a account " 
cvrnrTAfi ■ilot, iw grs—^ 

wiifi ‘‘c’nwF* cn 

witaipt Wtaei i On 1 

■t® itwj*tt% C*n wiHRi difftr etc. 

I have already referred to the fact that Chniidrabsti like 
a true artist has given a polish by her poetic touch to this 
short episode of this Bamayane which in the hands of an 
inferior poet would have sunk into ■ prosaic summary only. 
In this alioft space she afiows us lively scenes and beautiful 
poetic siluatiooB as in a panorama. Her great power superbly 
manifests itself in the description of Sita's past life where 
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scenes fpllow scenes in unick dnema^iko successjon 
reminding one of E;fqd‘ 8 famous poem, * The Dream’, 

I hnvo gi«en no flccoimt of the Hie of Chandraljati in my 
preface to KetiBram and ofaewIiereT so a repetition here 
IS unnecessary, hut I diouJd say here that the pathos 
of Site's rniBerj hns heen so vividly described hy her that 
one would not W wrong in suppoaiog that she could do so 
becoufio she herself suffered from her iHsappoinM love 

which brought on her promaiiire death—full of tragic 
■mtoreat. 

The incomplete hallnd contaiiis 77G linei*. 

Disesh Cuandili Sim 


Chandrabati’s Ra may ana 


(O 

Oti titp tlicrc \vu» a gpidan city calli>d Lmika 

(»](} tb«rc ruttiil Uavtuui — the kin? of Rak^hnsaa. 

Ttio goiden diy was bttiji by ibe divine arohitecl Biswn- 
kannti ; its grandeur wtut lieyorid all deswriptiot!. The 
brc.idth of the city ivas u yeycina (etglit uiilcs). The huge 
inaQflioiis in it looked like hilUoud mouptn. 

The waves of the sen inccsssritfy dashed ngniust l!ie city 
of Lintikfl niiil the diamuiids oml jtearU thal atlorned ite 
psIiiccB shone brilliantly from ftfnr. There were krge tanks 
there with Innding steps mndo uf so lid goUl and silver. They 
were wonderful to behold, 

We have heard of Naniinii — the garden of hidra’s 
heaven,. The famous .Wkn garden of Lanka was n match 
for it. ^ight and day flowers bloutued in the Asoka garden 
and ultcn a flnwur bh>omed there its (rogranee wa'i carried 
to at) iIk! IliFce Worlds by the wind. The bloom uf n Sower 
of Asoka lasted for a full yenar. With such flowers of the 
AsoUa garden did the Rak?h&oa girls decorate tlieir hair. 
During all the ncasons of tlie year one could see frulij,— ripe 
and luscious,—'banging from the boughs of trees. They wore 
so abundant lliat the boughs seemed to break under their 
toad. 

TIk' lights kindled in the night were not allowed to be 
put out in the day, for dance and muaie wnt on unceasingly 
and Dobofiy cared to notice that the night was over. Such 
wiiH the dread in which the city of RaksUasns was Iwlili that 
the very hirds.—wliile Hymg altovc, divided tl«:iiiae|ves into 
two rew.f it» they Meu lieyoiifl the city withont <liiring In 

t m I 
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crosfl it so lift to cast llteir tfiimlow an the fait eityi 
and tfiercby jitiintc tbc raoiinrcti^ airtl Oic ougoln of bcavon 
b iLeir uiarclj tbrou^li heaven piiid Kalttlos to t}}e palticc 
from afar. 

In Lhe fiouEcs of I^niika Die lowering lieighl of which 
exceeiierl liint of great moimtains, (iwolt tfw ttakHtiaaii£. 
Tlie walls of lljese ttamiotw wert; |ilrttOfl with Bilver and the 
roofs were supiwrtcd hy goWen bejims Hiid rafters. Tlwsc 
Iwuaes, though they restcii on the earth, touched ihe 
very sJcy by their lowers. 

Surroundcfl by these noble manaiona stood iJwi pkaaiire' 
tiouReor Ravans, as the stars are seen to surround the moon. 
Thia pleasure-ttciuse had a thousand door-wayH and their 
glass-panes sparkled in the rays of the sua. The iluors and 

lattices had the decoration of pearls and diamonds_and 

one seeing it must confer tliai sueh a liuitse was not to be 
foil ml elsewhere in ttm world. 

The Rakshasa women wena of peerless benuty. Tlrey used 
lo ilfioorate their braidn ivjth the garlandB of Parijai flowers. 
Some of them decked their liair by an arttsTic setticig of 
diamonds and other precious stones. The perfames they 
uswi in their peison scented the air, and tliese women were 
so hand some by tiAlure that the precious stones they wore 
grew lustreless before the du:;7'ling beauty of their person. 
They changed their fashion and taste so fre4]|uent1v that oqo 
would aee them wearing new apparels and costumes every 
They sirctcbcd iboir tender limbs on coticltesof gold 
and slept al bate, taking nectar winch the gods alone are 
privileged to enjoy for their daily tefreslimdnt. 

Surely the heavenly architect Riswakarma had built ibis 
city of Lnnka as a unique thing of beauty and joy and of 
whteb a parallel was not to he found in the world. 

Mighty was tlie Raksliasa chief wboic will was hard lo 
resiat- Ho cared not the gods of heaven, and was immortal 
by the boon of Rraltma. 
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Even tJic greiii Itidr*—tJ«e Jjoid of g(>ds—mid air hie 
mighty comradcH driead«d ihc lUkaliaiw Dtonaridi. Hia 
awoni were men and monkeys ‘ alono. I'Jie wealth 

of the great king was mcngiireil in bjg haskcts ami nol in 
ordinary see lea. Nu one in the warld w^tis os ricii es 
Ravana and it b impoMihle lo give a dewription of his un¬ 
told iveatlli. The dirtmoinJa and pearls wens spread in the 
oompoiiTid of the honso for drying up in the aun. 

Qnc day Rsvann sat in hie court nnil began to dicciisa 
liiN futiine programme of work with Ins ministers and 
cciurllfirir. 

U waa 6(!ttled thnl woiiht lent! aiii}}cpeiljtioit ngainai 
the gods, Aa soon ns the idea struck him, he marclitti 
tieavcnward with bis vast Raksluisa nrtny. This nrmy. in* 
vincible in war, who einiek lerror everywhere lliey went, 
at once enme up to the gate of the iilK>de of gods and attack¬ 
ed them. 

The informed tipprondicti Indm, the king of gods, and 
gave turn tlie tidings of this attack of Bavana. InJra and 
other gods fell into a dikmnja and their city (rcmbled at the 
great noise raised by the Rakshasns. 

Havana was grim a* tlie Lord of iJeath himself. There 
was no warrior anywhere wJio was his equal in arms. Tlia 
heads if sevored from ilie body grew anew u[>on tlie trunk 
instantly . Fire could not hum him. Tlie wicked monarch 
of BaksbaKas had thus grown tnvindble by the boon of 
Brahma. 

The gods in a body Hed from heaveo. Amongst tluHn 
Indra, Ibo king of heaven ami A'ania, tin* Lord of Death, were 
bound in chains by Ravnna nnd earned away. The rnrijat, 
till- wonderful tree of plenty, wliirh aduntrd* the garden o! 

• l-Mt Hit iluJ BQ'Joil nt am'fj h vUm tjitril M liluul III III* 

unwliMi vwl.l ta ihjp (* .It. 4D)r luxB (t, Jltfib*. hi mlj at nr* to h* 

torn ipij «iHkrr». Iitl tin liltPf ■<!«■ iiIImIj •OfLlail I17 ttn Mnnrrli ■ hci MS 
Untiuia iJut lu eind Rul it wb ar«liif»|.T. i-mtunt ■■ Dan .mI 

In 
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Indm >va8 uprooted, with ite leaves ntul branches, and tnkcin 
to Lanka. The rcdiiuhtnble clcp)iant AlraUat anti the |N!Or)e&'( 
horec Uchchaismba which tudra lint) got hy churning the 
Ofcau were also CBmuJ by Havana who besides look |M« 9 eS- 
jsion of the great acropliiuc, the Pushpnkn of Jtnaven'R lord, 
and pcflled on it, he in.’^rche^i ihmiigh the sky. 01 all the 
valuable things in the trensiiry of fiiilm nothing wan left. 
Svury Article of value he liXitciL The Ixsnutiful wives of the 
gn<U he did not spare but foreihly oarrietl them in Um; nertal 
chariot. There orow'ned with huirelH of victory ami scaled 
nil the Pushfuikn, iJic grant king witli hia 

nohio captives marched homewards Lhrnogh the airy piith. 
ChnndrahnLt aays that the wliole heavenly region Iwihed 
drenry and desolotens cremation gnjuml. (LL 1-76,) 

( 2 ) 

After ihiff cunqueel of heaven, Bovann nest platiiied to 
carry an e\t>oditiDti agnitiat the principal monarebs of the 
earth. These kings an they heard the rattle of the weapons 
of the RnbliAsait, did not venture to defend themiwlres but 
uU of them beat a retreat acknuwlcdgiitg tlic victory of 
their terrible asaailfint. 

Heaven and earth thus subjugated, tlin riext move of the 
R:ikAba.sa king was towards the nether-land, Tliere hi« great 
war cry stnink terror into tho hctirt of Basuki^the hydta- 
hcoded snake and other uotcworthics. Tlaty acknowfetlged 
their defeat in humiliating (cruui witliout daring to uffer 
any reaUtaocc at all. 

Havana, after this, tvetit to ihu fumouB hermitsgea of the 
world where the Riabis and eaints practised religious aiw- 
tcritles. With bia eyes rolliug iu anger ilie great Eakahnsa 
wiiuted hU d<ie royal tribuleji frenii Hiose ascetics. He caught 
iKild of ilifllr knotted locks und hij I ding tlicm with oiu; an- 
oilier committed cnitrl atrecicleji on tliem, A strip of bark 
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round tlicir hiii« wn? nU iJiu wcolili llicy [)osfeascd and Ibey 
lived on roots and traits of trees. Titcre t[i«y lay pi'OftmU- 
near the foet of Ttjivnna rolling in tlie mire. He had no 
feelitij! of compassion ntid played cruel pranks on these 
innocent apt ritual mea. 

With tlm sJutrp ends of tlio gmss thi* Ristiis pierced 
a little of tlicir breasts diu) exti'octetl »oine drops of blood. 
1 * 1111 ! trilmte from the Riuhis Ravnnn. reniiFcd and pul tlte 
blood in [1 casket. Glad lit heart owing to bis imhrohen 
rietoriev everywhere Kavatin returned to hia capital and 
visited Lis queen Msndodari, presenting; her with the casket 
tinged wilb llie blood of the nscetlcs. She asked him—* 
" Whnt treasnro, oh lord, have yon brought in this casket?" 
Havana replied, ** The Gods are my enemies. They ilrink 
nectar which has rendered them Immortal. I have hrought 
their chiefs, Indra and Tama, oJs captives Iwre Hem is 
poison in this casket, f will kill the gods by means of this 
poison. Do keep it con^fully. 1 will call for it wiien ibe 
proper time wilt come." Saying so live king left the harom. 

Tbe great Havana thus ruled his vast kingdom advised 
by his ministers and oourtiere. I will n.iat relate to you the 
birth of Sita. 

Rnvana look tlie benins from tlic mcxm-goil and mlomci) 
his crown with tlieni. Front the sun-god Ik? took a thouiHind 
rays which now added lirilUancc to liis person. From tlie 
Rre-god Ite took the burning dames which now emnniited 
from his twenty eyes. The tliirty-tliroo millions of gods 
wcte bmught to tlie city uf Ifanka and tliere tliey skxid with 
joint pnlois sitigrog the praise of the great Haksluisy king— 
some of ihujj] acted a^ eweepem in his city, otliers as garden¬ 
ers busy with the flotver-plant? of his garden. The Rskshn- 
sa generals lordeil over ihem and siqierviiied their works. 
Kulier, tlic lord of boaTcii’s treasury, hecfinie liis treasurer. 
Ek'V’tui Kudras ware: appoidtetl to rortc ji» hi# liody*g»AtdB at 
night. The iwclvo Adityas held the royal umbrcllu over bis 
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heiid, Tb& god of winds waved the rfeomnni when iie eat 
on his throne, Biiruna. ibe foJ of tho sene, wasbetl tiU feel 
and Vama, the liOrd of Deniti, l>ecame his pollctHprefeci;, 
rGeponsihlc tor tlie safely of the capitaL Itidm himself, 
tite lord of tiie gods, had the charge of Havana’s atable 
and tio was frequently seen to cut gntss for his horsca* 
The pjoiin-god and the suh«god minintered light to 
city Ilf Lanka, day and night,—without cessation through¬ 
out the year. 

From the dty of the Gnudharras, Havana had siecurad 
Oandharva-roaidena by force. They weie now captives in 
Ida harE^nt, Seven hundrcft beautiful darnels he had 
brought from heaven, SooLe of ihesc rvomen were made 
to accept him »» their Lord by force or tempMlion ; others 
during their travel lo Lanka fell dowD from the aerial 
cliarint and got themselves drow'tied in the aea. 

In Ibai Wutifiil garden of Asoks, Havana indulged in 
all starts of pleasures in the company of these handiiorae 
women and there Madan, the god of love and Rati, bis 
consort, themselves decorated the person of Havana with 
pearls, diamonds and otlwr precious stones. 

One of the female attcndanls of Queen Klondodari 
approached her and said t " Von were so long the king’s 
pet, oh qiiecn, but now he is mad after the heavenly 
muidens. Day and night lie remains steeped in tiia pleasures 
of the Asoka cardun/' 

The queen Maridodari, as she beard tiiese words, shed 
incessant teahi: in aecret in wounded pride. Whoa sIa*' was 
oonvinred that Ttavarta was m> longer true to her hut was 
addicted to luany, ^he rciTienibeted the* tioisoT) in (lie 
caakei— " 'I’ho [loisoii wIiIlIi lum kill ihp immortals will be 
my bftt Towiiirre. Why -lanild I iml imd njyself by taking 
this poisonous drug? 

Tluitkiiig m ihi.* Blraiii, nho swallowed the blood in the 
Mfrlnfl, but wIhi con oppi..iie the decree of providence P 
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Tfec twuit of ‘akfog thi? blood wae that siw U^ntoo 
enzeinh*. 

Timn fotjtd Jii, ui'J (in (lia teiitb d;iy after iliu expiry o! 
iei> ojoutb*' f iK ^ «reat pHiti atui fell uuL'aiisoiouB on 
Uwir. 'i'fj*; iby and night approached. 

At tiio up|<>rni‘<'t •>! ilij' cveniD); uf one flafurday tihe 

Hi, > iig (L). l-Tl.) 


( 
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Tlw miHitcu^iiTa ocquaitsiwi ihu oionorVh with the newa. 
Bo Hi oneti OAlloEi 1 li^ t^t 1 lTt^'tt^uloiger 1 j to liia pre^nce. 
They cnijin witn thoir ujyalte Imm'iItic itnd begdn h liwtg ooiinse 
oJ eiUculi»‘ 4 f'nx and pAtnod a lUiaiimuoiM veniict—" Oh 
Iffirat lord, lintj o to *iur iimpliocy. A ilniJiderbott be«x! 
hurled by rmvnhmia? on ihu loftiest piutiiude ol your paUce 
at Lanka. Krom thb egf, a girl ivlll ouTue out foi w'heni 
I he whole kingdom of Laiikn will In destmyid. All the 
Rakshosae wtli uieel with deitruetion unit ivhut more i^uotild 
wo say?" none will .lurvivv u;, Jiglii tile eviming lump io iJie 
great city^ AmitlnT thing which wxv tnusl say to mir 
gmal grief iii that even your life, dh great tuoimrch, will 
not 1« a^Kin'ih F<it this girl your majesty will fall a 
pn-y to untimely demh. This ilMaicil girt will hring ruiu 
and dmHlnit<ai en UiJs ^^xldeii eity—rumnttii througli'out 

thr woiM *' 

Whi't; TLivani lrt*’«il iJiis re|)ert, llitniesor ftreomanak**! 
from lu; (irrjEi :''i-niy eye», niid he set qinef for a lime 
hnxxliiit; Livi't iho omru (<-• Iki aduptoili 

fhiin»* ..«ul Cut tltc *'gg to piecPf'.” i tou Rukshitat. 
^id Im’ut ,t 111. mill!>,'■ olhers uilviaed tliut it *lieulti lie 
at orus* Ihiiivin miu hre. 


> Tllii*l«lL> «*uJi>«l nMniUiM 4I L!» lh<T Munf tTilbocu niHc)i 

WttniX ih lL.1r =iliaf*ljwii tij: h (* 4ti«Ur •!*« IVHOKltrt M-l IQi1»j4 ||ul , 
ifciU U fiEHc moiab. 
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Wlieii tlie (]ti(!£ii Miuidodtin tMsanI nil iIjoaq ([Wusaioos 
going wt in tla' roiiii, •the Idl n gtLUt gikT Alter nil liUe 
wiijs u moiiuM'. Jnfie^nni tcao ihu^ipcil Irom Lei cvu^. 
“Even tim of ilic foasi fo‘l intent'niiii itfoU* |)aiii 

il (licy tLcir ehifilncn : wlmk'vi^r uiujr tie itie isttaii'. 

Uic ruotUer'i liunrt !'• the ^ntiic in every cose/' HLe 
ptaintivcly seiLI to 1i'!r roynl fin'il, " Do juit dn^ilrojf tlw egg, 
ito not break it nor pnl it iiiln liiis Ff yon tvonhl tml kee)' 
it in the pnince, tluat it in Ihu -va ** 

,, On lUb prnyar of tlie nmvn Itavnuii Umk imimnllaU' 
netioh. rte eniployei] five ^kfifnl artiitiv ttttil mnile n 
lieniiliftil nkskei of golil Willi ei EiiL’er-piulloak, The e-gg 
wnia i^arefnlty put in it niul tin: king with IIh; intiiieof the 
lin^hleiiK Bbnrnni on bin lip^ ilotitefi it in the mru, 

]| w'iift evening : llio rnyxof (lie ^ lUtig miii |i||iniiniilt.'il 
iho western Lorixon, when the fiaki't }ilojipi‘d nt the 
bniltng glmi uf ilio river on which the city of king JunnUn 
‘.hTaU (hi ) 


( I } 

[n Uio city of MitLib tlwr*’ vvnsi n fiiifieniinn nniiicil 
MntlltEib. !ie uiietl tn cnlcli fish hy tucnnn ol hw net nm) 
hud lieshtes the charge of ttiu ferry Iwai in the I river. In 
that Fiirge city tlvuie wav nniie m* poor it» MadhnL. He Innl 
no itekt tn gix>w rice Inu pi]i'eii(i!u:i] ii rrnin Uh* ninrhet, 
iti! had nn punii of Inn own hut Fiail lo thaw water fnini 
the public landing ghiil. Jfe was ilnd in mgv for wujit 
i)f t'loih nt»d lib hniigci wa« not npjieaviMl he txinlil not 
altonl to have proiwr ineab. tiis wife S.iia was NinilU-’n 
with .msieticn itav iuvil night a?* to Jum to •tueure Lwfl fin 
the diiy. 

I'hi'n’ waa one pirn* of gocul itjck in which M-vdlwU 
litided. Bnnvidi'o. r- ii;ol givvn Inin a very dinsle nnd 
(hivole-t wif« in BuIh, She was uilnet'rthtc sU tier lif' 
'•ni ■*' ... ' «ow« and waith ttb was fterfcetly 
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mdiJIcreni, caring for tliose of ber husband only, tf sti(: 
$sw liim Itappy sho felt liappy t^rsclf maptfe of her own 
ill Inch. 

After Uaviog dr:vwn hi» net in the waier Lhe whole 
after noon, I Mailt jsb nettimcif Lome with dust and mud in 
Ills feet. She came »tp witfi a cnp of water, washfiti liw- 
lord's foot with airaoat care, wip«l aivay the water, end 
brought him home liaml in hand. 

Wlicn poor MadbnU in tlio Imming licat of the sun 
felt agoniGing pain after itic day’s labour there she uml to 
stand with a fan in her bond removing the ilroi>» of sweat 
en hJs person by waving the fan of faf Ittivf* lo tlie UiLiiig 
cjold of January, sbo o>vcred fiim with Uio flowing end of 
tier iiv'l, when their poor beddings pro veil ineiiflioicTit 
to protect him. Whatever meaU shf ci Hiked,—rioe-dust or 
Otlifir poor ediblee— aha served iiim vvltli great ewre and the 
Icnvirigii elie took lierself, rcii filing il aa sometliiiig jittered 
and delicIoiiE. 

Tlieir cottage wa^, made with leaved of trees and creeiwrB. 
The fences aiouncl w'cit: all brukoo. hut with her husUuiid 
noar her she felt the joy of a truly itnppy life and never 
grumbled agninat her fate though U waw im untownrd. 
ftejoieing tii nuptial fdicitcoe kIu 5 cortnidered herself 
lucky. 

tlwing to faatft her liotiy was reduced to a skoletun. 
With her lorn Jinri of jiit* ronud her wai^t, she vifUted the 
lionaca of latr good ueif^hb-jur*, iiirryuig a basket of fish o« 
lier bead (tcekntg iiuaTotieri. Hm f:wai looked weary and 
laggard. Excessive '^iiat, reEiilt of walking long dia- 
tajicea under the sun, .-ladp ike- loi.g hair wot and knotted, 
but in apiW of all Lhcs-. a bcuutifut aniilc adorned her lace 
as she spake to bar cUR'Omi.TS. 

Ono day with a fiah’bssktii bound to Kim waisti Mndhnb 
went to tbe river vid'* in order to draw the net, U 
WHS dusk bill no )»h ha could catch in spile of hin 


liASl'KHN 

uducM fllTnrtsf, JtiU ikmfifi Im u\\ nl'jtil wa^ 

;i4^3n(Trl ui (ho htltiil hatii^ .*f the ri^^r Im »Ucmpl 3 

.iJl lutiJe. n„ii j,^ uiitLifnlh- f<.]t ,mj 

fMvint! lu im liijlufv-a. TJ|«„ for tl.o ln,4 tims ho rccncd 
in liiR initui thonamf^Df Manafra I>ovt muf tlrratv hia not. 
Ho felt that Homolliina hnil F)uch t„ ot-t and na ho 
dncTv' it, he perceived tLtt ho had got a caskeL la (lie Uiuglri 
of hb ncL 

Says CbBadrava!.!—*■ Oh hsJiemnji! Ho uat nai^to your 
lime any fiitlW. 'IVikw wiib y^u wiint \-on have *ggt. 
PJuJ night uf your iiiiNrnrtutJe ia over, (tia dawn of your 
hafijiiticss h in sight.” 

.^tiwiluh roturniug Jumn-, taifefl hts n^ife loudly ihn» 
time-. Shft came up in all ho^te. ■' linruly i>;y huNhand 
hasgoLn duiiblo (i««iitlly of Bah lo-d:iy,*‘* thought, 
ami (.he iiuraediuHy lighted her m en log t.imp. 

*' How unlucky am 11 Kul n Bah worih .1 nwri I haw 
Iwen abhitocatrh bj my net dniwo fiir^ iigh temg 
iidjufR. Hut slop,'* here ho ivhLispered tu lJu, cars of his 
wife ^poiettiing lent it*c npighlaiurs had uny inkling of 
Uic matter. He gave the goliku cn^ket to his wife. 
She Look it in her tmnil, mid bowing to ii with her forehead 
Iwnt low, aIio spfuud « seat nnd pia<N!a iljg eashet on it. 

She aloxvly cried ' virtory ' a^ a uf ictmetliing 
niiapiciaua that hud hjipf.,Mied, nod with tuftjf of gmsaand 
a few grain* of liix she placad a ojip neai thu caiket. (Jn 
it stie kept the hrnndi of .% iimugi. plant. Rve cantllea 
went} figtitcd niid after burning iuo'tise In tnmt of iiiu 
cQfikei e\m proBirated b - ligdy anti mmlp ohei->.ince accord* 
mg to till* current ritca. from thul (mio forw.ird Liitdinu, 
the (ioifdcss of Foriune favoutviJ tho liuuse niaking it hw 
abodm rnr future. 

The night uf Borrow paBsod awny and it waF now the 
datvii of Uppy daya. From that day all the eoirowa of 
3at*’* heart wero rotimvefi. In Mu enu-shai the cow 
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whicli hnd bctrti bnrjnjn^ yiclilnl |tlcJtt3‘ nf milk. All 
kinds of imJdy ami iwii now olmuilniil in tici 

ficIjM. rr tie cnretc^sly it tiaudfuJ of ffceil tliniii, Itwy 
yielded double Imrt'cst. Mjidlmb rievor went lo tlto river- 
Hidc from ibnt dsy witit liK net, nor liU gsood wife 
went hawking in the vilingo with n btskot of h&li f‘n ficr 
hend. She wore n poir of nhtili'ljrecck'T»- of flit* reinoiis 
]uttcrn ^Rom L,tkifhjn.tna.' Her anri woe imitApetently 
wfiitc itovcu with very tno tlirtada nnii calk'd * GodgajaU ’ 
(ffl. tlic Rirrnin of tht- TtHugeii}. An outer rahe mode of 
vjitunfik^ |uio she Wttri> ronnd ber wtiirtt :nt(I she rnrrtptl ii 
small Ihik nf gold coiihtming butciti and IwlotnnlH. licr 
couch was notv stJrewti iwer with lluwurs anil tltcro 

at ea&e in nighl-tiiiK‘, Tiif ttciglilioiir^ bpgnti lo 
tvbUpur, '* Bow has Sain comv by sttrh gwtl fortune?—we 
knew her lo be wrctchijil nil Jicr life." 8«U fiaid lo llwm, 
** My good frlonilsj wnil with pjtUcnee, if it be t« your luck 
to tmvL' the favour of forlnne, lh;tt niiisl come one day 
»ouiier nr laier. (U. 1-71.) 


( ^‘) 

Then one tiiglit a strange tiling happened to tho cou|j]e. 
It was pnel midnight ntid Satu slept sqimdty in lier 
bcti wftilc ilto compound of ilic l>uuse wtisall Houded with 
moonbeams, 

Just then a little bnhy eitnie oiil of the enskot and 
warmly did the sweet Uting emliraoj Setii ndtiresssing her 
* Molhur, oh mother.' The ohitd was HtirpriMiigly henutifnl 
and ^hc looked like o iillb ICamalii, Hh' Ciodtleaa of Fortune. 
Freiih and hatiflimme she was like a Inniquel of ffowetB And 
ihu vrhiilo Imitsc seemed lit uji witU her Emile. 

The little rhitd ptneed lier smalt arms round Sata'v 
nock and Kaid with slfootion and tendorncss, ** To-morrow 
when it is dawn lake me to The eunrt uf Janaka, llte king 
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of Uii) city. ITf tfl my fAthor am] tljy (luwjo consult is my 
mother. Hiuiif me over to tile queen/* 

A few luouieiiU fteforc dawn «lie rose up fram Iier 
bed and E^iur tied tb' cA^kvt in Itie (lowing end et iter siiri. 
Slraigtit did she come op to iltc presence ot the queen 
and relaleil to her the strange drciuii that elie had dreamt. 
She put Ibc (saered itiist in her liaiids after iiarrating t»r 
short story 

Right glad was the qiicco nt llie gift and aaid to Sata, 

'* What e-in 1 give you in TCluni lor ihia valuahk gift? *' 
She pi'pfiemetl tier wiili :i b-Uing nf brgo pciifls and willi 
])ci own hands placoit it roiiiiif IJie neck of Satn. Slio 
ordered l*esiiles gold imd silver to lie awarded to lier iti a 
banket. But Sata said. *' I am a poor woman in your city 
useil to the ItanbliiiK of life. ThiMO vahiabb ptesenta are 
tou good for me. 1 have however a boon lu seek of you 
vi'hich 1 hojK' Ji’u will confer on me. 

If my dream is fiiirdlnl and re.'illy a child comes tntt 
of ' fic cusket call h®r hy a luifuo whudi will remind one 
Ilf uiy namo Sain—give lior the ruime of Rita, Lhib ia my 
Imrolilc pmyee, oh caiceiiicd (ilicgii." 

Ray mg su, the rwherwoiiiaii deparleil from the palace. 
^Vilh a IfcarL ]f.al{ntiiti]iig wUli hitp; .uHldnidihdid the queen 
keep the cauket in a secun; place wll h care, 

Tiic au^^piciou^ inonient enmo nt last, and a child 
app'-vfcd llmru bursting the ^ihell of the egg. She was 
simply fauttJt^s in all her lindiv^ and lu-r eigns were declare! 
ttusptciaus iMi every way. She looked like Lak^btui, the 
CinddesiJ ill h'ltriime hernclF, .iiuJ ilie wludc city of Miltuls 
resounded with gierfunme voices accurding her a warm 
receptinii. rhe wowvti i« tJjt! slrt'fHii and fanes of that vaM 
cily sounded oonchfiht'lls .itid cripdj ' jai ' (victory). Music, 
vocal and iiiatrumcDtat, was lieard in llie temples ct short 
iotervaR. The godf mingk'^l ilusir voices with those of men 
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while they sang the prsities of Jaiiftka the king Jor having 
Lskshmi hor»telE for his dftughtef. 

Aller the luuiie of Saia, the child was called Silt, 
Chandmvati <=ayft that tl« little child wa# a thlujf lo l>e 
adored to Ibe wIhjIc worhh (Id. l-ltG.) 

( 6 > 

ifow my readers hear the <yi«]TCil tale of the birth of 
Rama—an Encamatioii of Vishnu. 

He Lb ouCr hut divided himself iiih« fonr* and tliese 
four incarnations were born in the city of Ayodhya. 

King Dasaratba ruled in Ayodhya. With justice and 
tiiercy he governed hin (wople and considered tliem a« his 
own children. 

The Raja liad no child. In order to have one fie look 
three wi ves one by one. Kansalya, Kaikeyif and Sumttra 
were Ins three uneena- Advised by Vasislha—the oourl- 
priest and tonncillor, llifi Raja at last begHo to perform a 
.Tajna (sacrificial ecTemony) with a view to propitiate the 
gods and move llHjm to grant a son. 

Sages and riahia were callwl from tliu different pro¬ 
vinces of India, iind the Raja consulted tliem on each point 
during the ceremony wishing a Nfdroent of the desire for 
getting a son. Bui all the pains be took and the sacrifice 
he performed proved fruitless. Ho was not blessed with 
a child. His Ul-luck stood in tftc way. 

Then was the Raja sad at heart : within a cttrvilinearly 
shaped house called Jormandir, hn slept in his bod. He 
dosed the doora and look the vow of fast. He resolved to 
give hia life up in despair and three days passed, but 
ha iieitliLT opened the doors of the room nor touched a 
morsel of food. 

It was by the will of Providence that a sage came at 
this stage and knocked at hie gate. Hie knotted hair in 
□mny a curl feli down to hia ankles and rolled in the dust, 
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On ]ij<i forclioail. tlicn* whs a iniirk n'hich «lion(* liki' a 
ttlaf Tii?f ■< w<hh 1 nuil uvpr 

111? Jmn^; 4 iiger-skin, IV ^iinrdj of the king 

greatly feaieLi hifi Uitu eiitnxtice. IWorc ilie 

tiourof the room in wliUh the king Irt>, llie i«ige #U»ci(J 
and eallfd hini Ihfke in a luud %'nice. Tlie king 

01X^11 cd I lie doors in ri'i^pinise ai'd gave him a ctnrdja! 

r«!e(ition. With Ku«ilia gra.>vit ntid nnivr lUd tlio king 

rtxrivc him ns hefllUil a sage and llmt irif'read a valiintde 
earpet naking hint lo an ilicn^on. The declined 

to sit there I'Ui -[innul hi- own vul of Kiiiiliii graa^ 

ami sitting tlicre he asked the king why he hml taken the 
vow of aliiTvation. The king adined Ui liiin Unu <'11! story 
of his re^fcateti disnpianulments nod siilnnitted his case to 
the itaivnyrt'^i Ivn eoin'ideiHlion. TU* Litter spoke tcmler 
words tvirti'h served Ui .I'-sn.’igi'the imin of Uis lii'iirt, and 
then from hi* tvidUt kwt a mango which had grown 
ml o 1 was**!'. !U' it <0 '!"■ king vaylng ’’ Hew iiie 

(W frnit, L'ti tnonari'li. :ii»l give it 10 your chief fpwen 
Kaimlva [1 'he eai- it, -ilvf wiU haw a lOn hy I he 
grove of the gixls ** 

f>af;itallia with i lie ftnil in Imnil went m Ihe aprlinpiils 
of his ehict ipiwu Kaiisidya, i>1iie rose up fitnii Iter 
ttjiieh mill reci'iveiS the king vvilU due respcvl. He related 
to her (til nlxnil the Sannyasi and his gift, 

Kails!!lya right glad and kept the fruit iu 0 goldeii 
cup. The ipiecn who weip genennis ami Living it» nalnrt? 
cut I he fruit in thri'tt pans and 100k one of tlieise itersnlf iind 
9ent tlie rviniiiiiing fiortian' hi the idlK-r tivo ijucona to tv 
t.ikcn by each. 

The ihwineriif liewoM? (wceiHJc diiiiiltaiK'Piialy. The 
tiewri nflnehed tlte fwiple of Ayodliya uivd they nil set up a 
cry of joy wialiitig happiness to the king. Tlie people wen* 
Qstoiiisbcd ot whrtt they heard of tiie ?oge. The dnimmers 
Icat dnimfl and musicians played 011 their imtniiiuntv, the 
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K<iiiiiil of r Jk''o Ui ftk.''. Tint subiccUdiBUiUit- 

«il dianiiLV Ui Aie p^r a» a t l ee'h o^ tlwir imiipiiie*.i, 

Ttif? tiiiifi Rti* t' ti nuiiibtr uiikli cows wilt* 

cowherds y.n i,*c l irahniAua. Vvti“ii IUk iiionihb [nisseJ, thi? 
elderly wcnueii of itm rovi^.] Li.reiu ihe aunta and graud" 
moificrs eiiU-fUii'ied ttic witli aud wii.'i oo 

Mjeji iiecftsiiiiH- The wUde eiir rt«>‘jiidcil with joy. 

The tpiet'tia feeldt* itir timi; advanwil and preferred 
ihe bdrw ihior ii» i;uhleii ooucheH and cuaSnotiH. TFiej 
relblicd hn ki-Ji j/rwis ef I unit day and ahvayn foil tVapy, 
ChiLiidruVJiit ^fty5 tlni llii- hhih »f n ct Td waa ii*it distimt. 

Tell MH-illiN ainl ten ilav> were no'- complete. A very 
hniiil9oni:i8i>ri with aU lh'! ; isjik'ioiia aigns of gri'ntnejiia in 
lawly w.m In**-!] to iCmmalya. The mit'se cut the uinfillictil 
cpnl h;’ mcaosof n golden kniie. It ilie ftpartmeftts of (nietiii 
Ka*i>o>)ya tvery one rejoiced rtod iaiUJcdiatdy a report wm 
* sent in ;Iie kl'ig. The king n>rk a liaiitirul of the Ifeyt of tlie 
diati)Mild« .lilt. Ilf hia triea.^:i:7 ajiii oihtr vnUinble Jewels ant) 
jir'^iitcO tiwm to the hiiliv u he lUiw it for llic first time. 

Sandni and other i rf-rfiuii'a were sprinkled over 
public |iTh'vs an ih^ king dnM>r> his cliariot tlirough tJie 
read lead i:g tc liie 'merit!» uf hk chief ijaceii. 

Fiagi weft* raided inVi" il-i> houses of the "dti^.eus of 
AyiKlhyji, and 'atrifirt^ m' goiits rE he rihor of gtuJs 
nhtv III I lie lomjjl;^ jj.' I ft* city aCfOiupjiiiiitf u'itti 
loud '■tnlirft nl dniiui. Tlic otniii-o fillfd pilchijfs with 
water lir-uglit froru the f utuiiu nli/ines, mid its nit 
"-ign hrtDcliiij nf ujaiigiVi;* with new leave-* were 
piiiced in: lh'*m at the gatewiiy of each house—tfic danwra 
danrcil m ! -he itigerv Kang wul lltc wlnik city luokitl Itku 
an abode -if j>v. 'I’lie GtHirfen** Mniigulthiindli and Subaehunr 
—Jhir j'T*-br !g dcitic? <-f llw himscliold—the gutldcsa 
Tana Purg^ md the ^pirits^ rnrii anr] Dahiini, thr family 
ddtii's '.P'J SHftShihi hhQ Muiinsini Devi with he-- 

attendAOi MriU ’‘•ere nil woh>iii|ippd iti llir * lyal palaoif. 
ii 
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Od the jiixtli da^ tticy name to tike child. The 
citmiiB wUh U>e hdp o[ the astralogera found ranou-n 
nauien fti - him. 

irati!>!il>a tju^n-mnlf«:. ga*e ihe baby the name 
'KaJUgelei Rht."* * ^tue iNxa'i» tf the poor). The Itiny 
ctUed him 'ivy^ riyslhuMii* M'. ornament of Ayodhya), the 
citlzcna gave h!m Ha name Kamu Rnghubir' {Kama—llw 
chief of Lbe Ragliu dynasty 'irrl tbe women of Ayodhya 
caliec) him 'Shyamal simdr.r' ithel'eanttful one with f/ipem 
colour), VaEhish!'i.a—the and family priest of the 

Ayiylhya-Raj— after a deep iteilitatioii found mt a fitting 
Dsruefor he prir.K. t( wait Ri nachandra Kamalalochan 
(ih- luliivey'''1 -'.unachnrtf’ra 

T'^ royal astrjkger c^ .i si ' oretdt th rurlune 
the nevp'-cotner from cxaaiMiit a) of hia padi:, WiihhU 
booka am) uid tnanuactipv- lui approached the king and 
-4cnaii]ting tH the uathoriUea jjsve his verdict thim : —" ffia 
eyebrows are joln^id togetlier and eyes are bright as the 
b'l'rt. On lltc fon^bcad there h % brilliant mark in dtenting 
royalty. Ftie will not buro Inm nnr wamr drown liia 
acred n'raor*. *ie 'dll be ;; -kUteii archer and bfivc great 

»hy-ical pwera. Mighty wi’^l le be as the gr'il i.'tdrnotid 
'.vo'ilii lord over a vast empire The great of the 

Irree worlds will L* k:lbd by 'i!'» tirmws. in t!ic seventh 
placi. i)| the baby va* ,i vuri. trnilftating yobi p;'ines« in 
fiom-niii. life. B‘-. ibfc ftolr.’io.it't did not rtf^r U- it to<i 
ds'hnnel, ai'd triiil ro keep eu! niul .rjuijit tlun); secrci. 

That ^amri -votiiik oe iK^uJ from the paiaot- and be 
gnhapi ;,—thirt fact i^!*' 'is'rnViy.i-f !■ inid from liit eih ilidinnt 
bi'i kepi n acr.r^t. He turtli<'i thnt owing Ui the curae 
if n Tv dnuii*. King I’a;''i t.i .i Inv« Vo 111 pnrled 

|v.>ii5 iu, Mm i t tmpEr:L^»t irmp th®l the 

royal n>L;olo|^;u- ooMeffiiiGd. 

tihcndrsliM' ' t*iJ 'rrtrt of Itttr-i*■.1lJndn nod 
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dedicnteB ter p«ni to tte meoiorjr of the <iu«n, Ka?iiia!yft, 
(LI. 1-112,) 

(T) 


Five or seven niaulens .'iUc!’de<l Sita in her heanlifitl 
roont of tte Jormandtt pnlsco ^nd aeked bcr *o relale to 
Item tho story of ter life in tte Dandabn forest. “ What 
were yonr great snUerings during Ite twelve months of tte 
year,*' they aated. 


'* It barns ray heart !ite a fire wten f recoUcet my 
miafortunftfl and what I suffered in tte past, Miserable have 
I been all my life though I got such a husband aa 
Hamachaadm. 

1 will begin with Ite story of tte days wten 1 lived in 
my fetter's palace at Mithila. We WTie four sisters and 
passed our time merrily’ sometimea with joyous heart 
we sat on our mother’s lap and at olters played on tte 
Boor of our oompound. My fatter took a trow which wt* 
Btrange : ' He. who would be able to break the great 
tew of Siva, preserved in my household would get my 
Sita.' Many a prince came nod went but none could 
break the bow of the Great God, 

"One night I dreamlas if my lord Ramachandra came to 
me and said, * How long will yau sleep, oh Sita—I am Bama- 
chsndn and you are to he my bride. Prom a long dUtanoe 
1 have come to your city of Mithila, 1 have resolved that 
I would break the great how.* 

" Tte day dawned and ite dream faded away, but in my 
eyes was tte image of the beautiful youlb—dark-blue like the 
new grown graas-blades which I bad beheld in my dream * 
the impression which tte sight of tte two young terow 
Rama and Lakshroana bad created remaiDad in my memory. 

■* My dream seemed to be fulfilled soon, for with 
Viahwamitre the sage Rama actually came to Mithila on 
that day. The prince hastened to the pltce of sacrifice. 


j'hX' rpi^ ns: fj .L KALiiAr^s? 


'■ Thp jL<liyu!i± fi' Mil tilf v^nir;-! tin; prjitc«« und tlirj 

flil Mill. '*^k rp :ik4,* ‘Ikv.' Tt iriliy nf ^Itn BRf* her 

Ttwv L.iTi' ttJUN’ to i litil |Iii- (‘fiw Ilf in'r king 

’ Iljit (irTti® liU MrT^ jnin^ nnd li wi# fle 

fliint' Trir Jiin) t.i I rtii» t'-'i'ijl I in' V iJiv:* T/vJrt 

fit i>nnwr -^r f*%-* r.in n^'h '1+^ nMr du if MklitA wfi'^ 

flt yrt is -ur'V viv iri ijilK tmuHi. iJu* ■■ .ug ^jr-l 

)lniin;»L *tli(> I III,I • of (III; 'iiyal ajTirtiVit'. ^^Ii< wtiri 

ttfrnd. , rith ilrj ‘V’niliiifi;( vi'iv'T '"'f (he prirtLV lOkw 
niii| fliHit ]|iiiit>,,ri itiljr: * h . pan tiMtiii iMTui^ifr Iil« rtvlntt; 

iit durk.* fViiriii* kuM ^it>n ftin wall h5n ijv^cik l;ra 

i»n»tft'ik I'f tiaittiiin*, iu tV iloudt.’ Tin*- ’'itli giy 
lunghltT nrn1 ji kvr, tlw riigla plcnrinfa 

'* iiltcr <i!v r.firti'ci fnj AjuiKiyn Inking me 

v'illi til in. 

*' I WHS ill llif ltttiii<;A cif my lor i mid um* olglil I 

drt'ntiit wfwii b/III-sail- Hint m/ lfitu.veye<i !otti 

ttnp at! h iSiro ii nf Aytxlliyii I $uiw ulso tiU 

haiiUrii Minnlat, l•6La4ll l,im. Om oJ ihao lieM tint 

iviynJ nibr*lli. avet iiis ^tend iUii! (illiers wftvt^l lb-. 
ehauwTiit Tiipy ..I'n- tiuar hia' lout I'cwdy U* farry out liiir 
artli'D*, 

! M.i ilin’j.ii.jmrtvtiril agniiV”«iail id! rny (inram iii'liii* 
(tlly f<.;:»« ai piie* \ beard » rt<pol l ivfikti wos dmilaled 
It! lb. -j: iiiiit Jtnrtui wm ,«i«iing lo !« m^iintlrd kiij^ oa 
ilk 1'“: - f AyiMlbyii: my dfcjiu uas fia'i’iLi!—ilte diii <»1 

Irt .:..il..!; JU arti.'JilU dM*lnir.;mri .“tulii in o'lf liapf ^ 

*in.- ■-! '1. (I ifM riii'iiniiri; ..v.:tli-J .■..tifMi.l i<i 

Tie* r. .11.pi'fItn, Wlnvi llMin.irbniif^r'i \v:iMi!t 

«it .1 i!ii‘ itjniiti- w'HU (I'/itA imrk pj r'^yiiliy i>n liU Itpi . 

It.' <d, it P Hit Kr,(I(evi IL ijiien. film sii<*ie Uini wcttr Iwt k* 
drerv iiml go lo Tln> tluar (iiHimmiit ruDon'tiuiiiTia 

Wnme colored with doudo. TLe sniiHug tUy ot Aytdliya 
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willi Us d&Z 2 tif)g Tjplendour of gofd was onslintndMi in dark* 
n&a«. 

It >v{i» in the month of April Lhal rnj lord Rama wore 
the kniHtc^l hnlr stid took tlie vtm* of In May the 

scorching rnyaof the son hurril us and the face of my lord 
ICKjketl pule aiiil wenry. Oiit^ when my feel slipped over a 
sloue nnil bled profusely, iny loving husband sat by iny side 
in IIcep io.ttToxi'and farmed me, My brolLer-iii-liiw Tjakeh- 
mmia brotJght some water in a kituii leal. I do tiol rctiiciii- 
l>cr liow bug T was onconBciiiuE in the arms of my lord. 
Rut time pas&«<l sway and we three wandered alanit iir the 
forcst-patb (ill wo reached a place collsrl Panchabati on tha 
river Gotinvari. Hero my hu^mnd ordered Lakiihijmna to 
build a ootUgc. With cfcepen*, leaves and branches of 
Ireca he bulU a nice cotlago in that wilderness. We tw'u 
remained inside tire col. But my brulber'in-law Laksh- 
mana guarded th' place with his bow and arrows standing 
under tbe sluide of a near tree. How can 1 adequately 
protsc my brother-in>law E He secured for us Itie most 
luscious of frutte in large nuinlwrs inking tbrougb the forest 
regions. These fruits wvrre alt of good flavour and taste. 
Tn this bowcr-like cot of plants and leaves we felt so happy 
that we furgot the pleasures of our palace at Ayodbya. 
Lakshmiina brought fruits froni the forest and with cups 
made of lotus leaves 1 brought water from the river 
Tamashn. 1 washed the feet of my lord with water and 
■spread a bed of loaves for him. Even this life of ezile in 
tiie forest npjicrared so sweet and pleasant that we regretted 
mit the loss of our klngdum. 

“ What hlomld J do with the throneof an empire and 
pleasures of the jiubce, when such joya t found in the 
fnrevl-life ? A hundred Ibronee wilb tbetr joy» i*id 
(Kjwert 1 could foregd if I could be in tlio company of 
my loving husband. Ilia feet were dearer to me than a 
hundred cmpirci. In the morning I row every dny and 
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witii fotesl llowera I ii8e<i to wenve garJundft, and how glad 
wot I to put the garland round the necW of my lord Baroa- 
clintidro I 

'* I reofleBibL’r liow happy I fell wfien f nvade a pillow of 
his manly and handsome arm< Each night to me wna tlio 
rcrtird of the joys of |Wiradi«f. The d«r. Hio antelope and 
the bifils of lJ» forest were ray companions all day long and 
lliey were full of sympathy for me* 

“ A liifrd and aori—the happy pair— were my pels. They 
were my tieighliount in that wild life of ours—fioinctinies 
ihcv sweetly sang and we were their delighted nudicnce» and 
at olhefi linml in hand T walked in llte forest with ray lord. 
Just as a thing is inseparable with its shadow an was I 
with liiun We tliree wandered throngb hills and dales am! 
passed oor time in perfect happiness. 

" One day—the story is painful to relate — name down 
III! on a sudden a greal sorrow as ill-luck would liave it 

*' Tlie night of Joy panned like a sweet dream in the 
Cvtinrany of itiy loving hnsluntd, Tl» evil doy dawned. It 
was nliout three donefaj or half-a’^iuarler of the day. I 
ran tint deserihe to yon the sorrowrfi that began on that day. 

I atn! mv bushuiid sat outside our cottage t under the shndR 
of a near tree sal Laksitnnitia with his how in hand. I felt 
sleepy and with Imlf-rlosed eyes I saw llie dear fnec of my 
lord aa tlvoiigh in a dream. Perceiving my inclination he 
placed ray head on his lap and fipremling a part of my wri 
over it. I was about to close my eyes for sleep. Just then at 
.III evil moment an antelope fame in my view. It had llie 
colour of gold and so fivet was its motion lliaV like lighl- 
iiing it brighierasl (juickly llie places il passed through. My 
sK-epy mood was gout* in it tnomt’iit inid with joined 
hnmtii I mndo a request to my htisband* f knew not 
Iteforehattd the dire effect of what this would lead to. 

“ 1 said. ‘ I never wiw mi fltildnpe ro heantifiaj. Would 
you, ray lord, -ecure it for me? How glnd would I be to 
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posiJias a thing tiku that. So long as it did not gmw 
abRolutelj^ lame, I vvould keep it tied to a post of my 
eottagc binding it with a oori made of dry ereepera ; wlien 
we shall return to Ayodliya we wilt carry it home and keej) 
it with U9 aa a token of Ihi^ forest. 

'^Witli his bow in Itand cny Iotii3<eyed husband marched 
forward to catch tbo aniinal. He addressed Laksimtatta and 
said, * Guard Sila with care no lortg as f do not return,' 
With itiia brief order be passed out of sight. 

Lo, shortly after T heard bin voice as if crying in 
agony. The voice called for help saying—‘ Where are you, 
dear Lakshmaiio? My life is at stake, I am in itie handy 
of a Raksliasa. Come r[iiick|y and fictp me.' 

'* I had laid mysetr down but as I hearrl his voice [ res* 
up in all hurry. Again the voice cried for l)clp addressing 
Lakshmana. 

“ I said, ' By my life, dear hretlier'indaw, quickly 
leave this place and gn lo hie rescue.' 

*' With his bow and arrows in hand Laksbinann 
immediately atarted in the direction from which tlie voice 
caiue. He too aeemed distressed with aoKieties and went 
swiftly like the wind. 

" I was lefi alone in that forest * my husband bad left 
mo lliere verih in that frame of mind in which the snake 
leaves its gem and goes in quest of food. Had 1 known, 
oh msidensf. what a great w« lay in wail for me would I 
ever >(end my huslutndin quest of the antelope? 

".foet then a Sannyosi stood near my cot and said, ' Vj<^ 
tory be to Siva—the great God.' His body was hesmeart'd 
with ashes and be had an iron stick in his right hand and tJic 
beggar's Iwwl in tlje left. Coming atilt nearer to the very gate 
ol ray cot hi! valil, ' Alms., g>K)d lady, L want alms.' I said, 
' Holy Father, what aliri can I give you at this mornent. 
My hiiabsnd is away. If we bad lived in owgruMl city 
of Ayodhya I could have given you gold measiuned in hmikcls.' 


EASTEIW BENGAL BALL.VD3 

1 JiL' Sunny-iisi ‘ Littk* do 1 care Tor weallL, In ynur 

mlttigf tliefi* arc fruits gathered from the furcet; give me 
stJtiie of lliosc. I mu very hungry and I am your guest. 
If you ili> not give lui! iiuything u> out 1 wili go aWMy 
(IwapjKhiiJlOif.' 

I touk n fruit out itf nnr suioll collection of the day anil 
(*amc out of lIh? cottage with it. TIow could I know that the 
Bnksinitci like i% [M}i^iOUntt>i aiinkc bad I'ome in disguiac. 1 
l>t>weil to ifieiKictning saint prostrating myself on the ground. 
Ji].^t iiliC lltc eagle tliiU .‘vwoojK on niul M.'i;/!e& the auitke Itjo 
wicked king of Lanko look iiic to his chariot by force. I 
adilrcfiseil the gods of licavcri and actjiiiiinted ibnn witli my 
s(td tale. ! took owoy oroDmetiU from my laxly and lilt I he 
Kakshasa with them, tiul wlinl hurt could clodi of earth 
do to ii giant like him ? After a little time did f lose my 
ooiisciousness. ft ivas siiich an aw'ful hour of distress that 
recoiled inn of ii evi-n tirnv ^it lliis distance of time makes 
ini' !o!fC my sensM. When 1 regained my sense T Found 
myself in tlui I'ity of F.an k a pin ceil in ti>c A.■ink a garden of 
Itrivana. Krom that day I gave up nil pleasures of youth 
and turtied nn aiiedir. though so young. 

f ilirew away all my cri'*ily ganiionls nrd ornaiiirnts, 
1 cnuld not sleep and iK'gaii to fust. lu ihe houstMif the 
Kakshasu I wuiild n.>L agree tr> cal nnything. Constant 
wee]ling gave my eyes a pale hue. Night and doy I tliouglit 
nf my luishand who Jind tunicil a j^annyeri and 1 wished for 
ni'lhing eUc than to have a slight of bis face, fnclccd I lived 
oniy V itl) that obje<'t in viiwv—once more to see Ids nmon* 
like face. I did not wish iVotli, as* by death J would lose 
llio chance id MH u-g hU Icet once again. In the Asoka 
garden my tears flnwid Itecly, 

111 the month o( Ashar there was oniponring of rain 
ill incessant streams. The clouds cniiic roaring like atigr} 
demons in the (due bky but lltesc ck^uds hardly bad ^uch 
plenty of showers u« were shed by my eyes. The Asoka 
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garden will nlujsl U) my mun wltcii fdl rtnti day. 
HomoiimLs r rosoh'ud to ilriiih poiMif or diown njyiveJf. 
My Irioml Sttrania consoled me by aweei words iu tboso ciayn 
of despair. 

Til Uie montli of Phnlgim I dreamt iliut my liuabatvd 
iiiid an ally ami friend in Sugrib llip tnunkey'Chief. 

In iho nmiith ot Illiadm 1 druaiui as if I saw a bird 
seated on the )>oiigh of n iii«j near toe. But it wtus no bird— 
a ruonkuy it waSj ivJio had come with a iDOssagc from Ramai 
Himiiraan, the gnjai monkey^ took his <eat im the Ixiiigii of 
11 iree und said inntiy pleasing tilings to suathe me. My 
hiinrl hardly fell any relief at Ina words. TWu did lip pro¬ 
duce a ring ilmi l,u had brought from Rama. .\a I saw 
that dear token of my lord, tears flowed from both my eyes 
without check. 

" Rttinaidiandrii now received a message from nm and 
came to know all nknit riiy miserable lot- Now liftlen 
Ui tiic tdurj Ilf my delivery from tin garden of the 
Ruksha^as. 

■“ 111 llio month of Aawiti I heard the report that Rama 
iv.H ivornhippiiig the goddesa Chjiiidika in his camp Ihnuglj 
U imu not ttiu proper season for wornhipping llte goddess. 

I lieanl that tin ohjecC of hU worship was to secure her 
ht'lji in killing the llakshiisa chief. My days paesed thus 
in hiijH: .iiid fear. 

' In I he lUuiith of Knrtik tile tlaya were short. But all 
liny fntig [ sat nloiie and wept, Hi.irama gave me some 
iiiformatiuii which rntscd hopes in me. Tliough I was reduced 
to n skeleton [ took Iicari at her words and felt that (lie 
days of tny sorrow wontd he over ere long. 

“ In tlie month of Agrahayani I heard that my hmiUand 
hail built n bridge over the sea with liie liolp of Id's monkey- 
allies. 

" 111 I'mistL loy husband catiiu to iIhi city of Lanka 
and with u vast nnny uf moukcys laid siego to it, 

II 
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Id a dream I seemod to beboli] in tlu} mantli of Mngti 
tbe death of the migbty son of liavaati—liidmjit—'m a bard 
oODteated fight. Notr uU the good things 1 had ttniJunL 
seemed to be fuifillcd. The news i>f the destmctioa of the 
Raksfau,«a ,inny reuctied me from aU sides, and from this 
garden of Asoka did I hear tfio groat u[>ri]Ar of Rakshasas 
Lumentiog their lot in a wiJdMrain, 

“Then came tiu; month of Phnigooit with the Udingjt 
that Ravanu was desiroyetl with his mighty kith and kin. 
r lieard tlie liongs sung by tlte monkeys in praise of mr 
husband from the sen-ooost, 

“ Tile month of Chaitra waa marked with the end of 
all my misfortunes. The night of sorrow was over and tlie 
dark veil of evil fate was drown up disclosing the foy of a 
glorious morning of good fortune, when 1 and uiy toving 
hushand were once more united. Wlien a Mind mangels 
Ills eyeH restored Ills bappinesa cannot be described, even 
so it is impossible to describe my Imppineas on gelling 
hack my dear biiaband long ported from tnc,“ 

Tlie tale of the twelve montha of 8ita*a life ia a record 
of unspeakable sonowiand Chandrabati deaenbes them with 
a feeling of great sympathy for tlie itnliappy queen. 

(3) 

Now listen to the story of how Ramn and Sitft pintsed once 
tbe happy spring season. There was a canopy overhead and 
Ijtlow it woe a striped mat of many ooluurs. Rama ant with 
Kila there and played al dice, iteautiful mica fans wen? 
waved b> attending mnids of tlie pabee, and Rnmn ornl Sita 
[alktiil gnily as they held dice in liteir liauds. 

Like ftiars around the moon the aitondir^ muldctis 
were gay as they stood near the royal couple, Some of them 
bughed and ullier* pariicipaieil in the pleasantrioa that 
iwiwrd Itelwcett lUma and Sita. The figures of dice were 
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aJI to.iile gold and right earnestly Rama now chAllmiged 
Sita in the play. While p^ayitig at dice they looked like 
llie gwl Vishnu and goddess Laksbmi or like Tndm and 
Snebi or like Madan, the god of love, and Rett or like Siva 
and Parhati. 

The maidens intervened iit this stage. They insisled 
on some oojiditioti as titere tnust Ije success iiutl falltire in 
the play rtnd said ; " Now tell u«, ob lord, what would bo 

the reward for suecess and what the penally for fnilure. 
Riujijt said, ** If J lose the game I will stake my precious 
ring Its [tensity. But what will Sita give mt; if slip loses, 
let her say.” 

TJmj queen felt shame and was overpowenitl liy ii tie use 
of delicacy. Site looked like a bud of Champaka llowtT 
half hid by loaves. Now they threw dice while iniiulging 
in hutnoroDii oottversaiion in this way. Sita won the play 
and Rainuehandra lost at the first attempt. The maiitenu 
smiled but they feiucd not the king. Pearleaaly did tlicy 
got tlic preciuuH ring out fmm the finger of Rama by force 
and then in llie midst of laughter and merry-makiJig they 
put the ring on the finger of Sita, '* Boijjg a mate you 
could not succeed in play with a female 1 Pio upon you, 
oh lord, they cried from all stdcM. Swuet were tlie words 
of this censure which Ramochandra himself enjoyed. 

■8ia and three' was iho cry against Sita (bis time 
and she lost the next [Jlay. Then did Rama appeal to the 
maids—" Now friends get the penalty from Sita," he said 
smiting. 

The maidens ^vero relentless. They forcibly carried Sita 
and threw her in the arms of her husband for i clonw 
embrace. 

Rnma kissed his loving wife and said, " Now, my 
darling, ask of me any boon tiuii you may desire.” 

Cbandrabati says—'* Your night of happiness is over, 
oh Sita. Be careful whm asking the boon.” 
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Slowly did SiU any to ber lord, *' l-'roin n long tinn^ 
1 (mve cheriaUfd the desire of viailtng U»)?<e otil (is/fmpjw 
of wliicli I Lhvo a pleaanni recolleclion* 1 liavo oficii 
thought how gtnd would I be U\ walk in Uio»e ancml licr- 
milage^ fiiipc mure, I always think of the river TArniotliA 
where tbc swans used to play abakirig the lotus phtii^. i i« 
the banks there wat! the avenue of 7amal trees, 
pinyed there with their mate^ dispTaytn" tla-ir ><orgi‘(>us 
plumes. The goIdeO'COloured aiitetnpcs were my coin- 
paniuno there CTcry night. 1 dream us if T nm ofirc mom 
in the wmpany of tho girls uf the Riahis and that 1 tvonth r 
in IIk; fonestP^ with my lord os my eotapniiioii."' 

Rama kissed her once more anti said, ** Sleep in ihi.' 
go:den couch in your apartments tn-night, to-morrow i 
shall fulfil your desire and eend you to tla>sc ItcfiiiitagC'^ 
with I/akalmiaiia. 

Cbandrabati aaya *' What loon, oh (mrurtoiiato otto, 
have you asked of your husband? But the decree of fate 
i» unavoidable." 


In her apartmeiite was Sitiv on a couch of gohl in 
a bed of fiowera. 

Lotuses were »ttewn on all sides dllfusiog frogmiicc 
aroujid. Xn a corner of the room was a golden (lOt filled 
with water from the Saraim Frngrant and delicious fniils 
were kept in a plate. The maid-attemdants were all tlieri" 
ready to carry out her leant wishes. Slic lejt idle and 
sleepy and was weak na she was wcftwle. 

The atory-tellcf was telling a story to amuse k>r when 
her sisterdn-law Kukmt came to her room. 8tie said, '* I 
ant curious to know, good (lueen, how you spent youT tinie 
in tl» palace of Ravana. I have not seen the Rakshasn ting. 

" He had ten beads and twenty hands they aay. Oh 
how terrible I Will you kindly draw ii picture of Ravana ?io 
that 1 may form an idea of him? ** 
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Wlwn Sita Jicartl the tt;iiiie of RiivAnn 4he fjiinhul as 
the old recpllrction rame to her mmd. The maids cami^ up 
inslniiUjf to her aid nnd some sprinkled cahl water on her 
ffloej others fanned her, The^ told Kukua not to refer to 
those unpleasant things—"Our good king Los ordered that 
nothing impimatil or eiieiting should lie told here ns tlu* 
queen is weuk. Why do yot>, nh tnnclaiUi touch a topic 
which is painful to her,*' Rut Kukua was not to bi* eloti- 
pcd. She again and again referred to that topic and an 
soon us SUa came roiindi made tlie same request. 

Slowly did Sita rcpJy. " I nercr saw King Bavano face 
to face. How can 1 draw the picture of that wicked 
Unkshaiia ? " The more slie tried to ootiviiice ICukua the 
greater did she persist in her reiiuest, V/ith a smiruig 
fiico slie requested Sita again anil again, 

Sbo was verily the poisonous fruit of a |»oison«ti«e. 
Her tninil was fuU of poison and her very stutle was [loTaon, 
She had planned a wicked echemc. 

Site said, " I saw’ the shadow of the monster when I 
was being carried o^'eriho ecb,— rejected in tlwvasi waters. 
Oh t what a figure it was, the shadow was of a terrible 
figure with twenty aims and ten beads," 

Kukua was seated on the gofden couch of Situ. Now 
siie sirotclicd her limbs there and hiy by llie side of tits 
queen. .4galn she made the request—" Draw a picture of 
the Raksfaaea king, dear sister ; ” she said this again and 
again. 

Unable to avoid her by any means she drew a picture of 
flavanaon lier fan as she had seen Eum in bis shadow, 'ilie 
monster was drawn with his ten heads, SJie was naturally 
weak and exhausted by the effort yieldeil to the attract 
tions of sleep. Kukua finding she was asleep put the fan 
made of (af leaf on her breast. 

Kukua wan tike a snake—with its fangs full of deadly 
poison. She did not like to see SiU happy. She was 
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iMrkoil; ugly to belmld and cnial juid virulent in tier tongue; 
->ltc WA» Lraiocd by Manthiun from her cldliihood up. 

tlio younger eister of Bbftrut and a ilaugtitor of 
tlic <jLie(jn Katkcyi. Slie wa^ married in a princely 
bouse wliiore sbe ijunrelled both with her fatber'iii'lnw nnd 
myiher-it)-!aw. lliv good neigbiioura knew her to a 
siniidcrcL quarralsoroe and full of envy. 

Even if there was not iLe least shadow of a cause site 
covttd create a q tin rnd nmongst friends imd relations. Slic 
adrniniBicrad a drug lo her husband with a view to bring 
him under lier full oonlnd hut llio result was that be tiirnctl 
miuL Witen abusing OLhers and finding fatih with them 
her ime mouth became Juud ns ten mouths. Only for tite 
sflka of seeing the fun of it bIm! sowed the seeds of deadly 
rjuatrel between n hutdanul anil wife. 

Such was this Kiikua whu| though her husband livedt led 
the tifu of a widow—the o( Iter own wickedness. For 

tin; last ten years sIhi was living in the politce of Ayodbya 
in her fathers liotoe cutting off all conncctloa with her 
huHband'R family. 

Slic Could not boar to sec Iho sight of the bappiness of 
Bstiia and Sita, ilHiugb abo smiled as abe talked with them; 
in her lieart of hearts there was that poiaon, which she 
concealed from otbom. 

On H golden Ihroiie sat King Hama when Kukua approacb- 
ed bim like a vicious reptile dHtusing its poisotioun breath. 
Kukua stood for a time before tlie king with her foul motive. 
Pire emanated frotii tier eyes and short and rapid was her 
breath. She u9<ui storming words tuid strutted and fretted 
as she said, '* My tongue disdains to tell tbe vile thing, 
bat yet the truth must be spjkcn. You are lull of affec¬ 
tion, ob cousin^ for Sita. SJie it is whom you adore Jn 
your mind. Yon think of iiQlhmg else. She ia tlie only 
valued treasure of yoiir life, you bve bur more than you 
love your owO. self. 
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Tou Wit}u}t] not, I am nfraid, believe me, but lake my 
word, i^be is a sbaroelesa unctiaste wommi. Rlie is elill 
devoted lo Ravajia, tte Rakshasa king. I have not tUe 
courage to spertk the truth. For I may my life for 
tolling the plain fact. You liave ruined your own life 
infatuEited by the charm of a twautirui face, but uiore, 
you have brought seatulBl to our great family by taking 
Hub bad womnii for your wife. 

“ Not a month nor two but full ten montha she was in 
the palace of Havana. If anyone refen lo Ravana befnrf 
ber» tears come to her eyea ivml lilie weeps tiirrimg her face 
away leaf she be detected. This is the state of the mind of 
yotir darling wife. 

“ You are a biucerc and upen-hattried man. You do not 
know the waya of tlih world. What you have taken consi¬ 
dering it nectar in really poiaon, The garland of tlowers on 
your breast ta really a snake. It will at an opportune 
moiuent bile and kill yuu. A flower, though divine it he, 
loses its sanctity and Iwcomes uiifii for Iteing offered io the 
gods when it is touched by a pnriak. No one would eat the 
rice from a plate from which a dog has taken a moutlilu], 
If you would not believe in luy wonts, come with me, cousin, 

[ will show you that she is bleeping with the picture of 
Bavana on Iwr bofloiii/’ 

Like a tigress running'm great speed to take the life of 
an tniiucetit deer did tvukua enter the apartments of Sila 
dragging her royal oousin by liie hands. There slw lay 
heavy with child in lier womh these flve months, and 
Kukiin pointed towards her breasi will) tier finger. 

Kama saw tlie picture—lie was struck as if with a 
thiinderlHilt. No wunki came from Ida mouth. He reUirtuHl 
to hlb own chamber. It seemed that a poisimcd arrow bud 
entered deep into his heart. But poor innocent Rita, she 
wna {|Utte unaware of the great calamity in store for her. 
Kama looked grim with anger. He seemed terrible like the 
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BCtt in fliMxl nr n jjreat forcitt nn fire. Like a atari: mai] mini, 
wlio ttuil loHi alt bU sciiacs aat Rama wtlhoui to ooiitml 

bitiisetr. Tits ej/c£ mldcncd nntl btood wan up in Jiis vt-iita 
liis breatb was bot like living fiame, 

Ob Kukua I The fire lltal you biive kindled U>H]ny will 
liiim Sita with Jier buabnnd. Not only timt but the whole 
kiiigduo) of Ayudbyo. will suffer from Ibis dire vabniiily. 
Ttu} einjttre will be aliattered to losing the favour of 

ibe goddess of fortune. 

Ho tiiat listens to the counset of others wiitunit using 
bis own judgment ts douiutyl to desLruelion. 

Saytt Cbaiulmliati, Ramn tost bis gitn! sense, 

( /nroMpfrfr. ) 
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PREFACE TO THE BALLAD OV RAJA MAUIJ'ATj 

\V(ien my stinleiii Mr, Miiii^uruclditit 1LA-, then 
studying in the ['ilth-yeflr clatiti, of Iniriiui A'BrniiciiJars, 
Cfticntto Dnivcmly. some time Jtjfo, in formed me tliiit lie 
Ijnd colledeti a sniflli bulhid of Mnliipal, f liOiiiHe myself 
with joy* Tlml w;vb, if I reraeniljer jirigbt, in the ycjir 
I9’28. ify enthiisijwm, however, nbiitwl lo ssnie extent 
when I got the tHkllud (iQtnatly in ray Unnda ; iiud there 
eiiii bo no reiisoii to liide the cause of ihe disap|Kiint- 
meiU that I experionced on the oerasion. Tin; haUad 
cxnmstsof 2fUinea only. Long had I b<fcu expecllng n 
tatlad of MahttwiJ ’ f hud lienfd fmm my tistctnwd friend 
JuUs Mr, Pransaokar Roy of TeoU Rit] Family that in his 
extensive 7jemindury lying in the district of Rung pur lliere 
Avere some miiiBtrols who could sing the whole ballad of 
Mnhipal* Mr. Roy said that he had liiniaeU heard a ballad 
of Mahipal song by one Of these iiicn and that it was iio 
lengthy that it took the singer and Ins party three siicoeseivc 
nights lu sing the whole. He pruinieed to atscure for me 
the entire song within a short time. * tin fort unatciy how*' 
ever he died imraodiately after, so lhat I could not secure 
the song through his assistance as T had expected. Next 
I appmaclied my rolatloii, Mr* Priyaronjan flen, M.A., 


irtkl*i At hu lui ih* An el lIm I'dk 

y«^pr>« irf flapf jii—'^ttiiia in tha tHilTa utnlur^' Mi4lt|i|HJi r^Jtlud* hi 1LBn|E4>1 

«Hif uiJ itaf^Jr Hi XKtrrm^ ifc* tinalflfo «f hi* bj inrlnfl fffilt 111* 

l^lbfiAEki-. fqajftjiifi lllaii Ikutlllir wrirHlihi 11144 £lttn4'k^> -llJ IMa 

fc** Iwtil W Mfi 41 t‘i itSMBbit lihtu aM J tti-iiitil iM*«i ratlU^ A 
ll lUlk flQnrviji tU ftaujal vrliiDlf pCTHTlM h->l utkitifl ‘ 'DblU tallilkTi |Ikt* 

'iuaBi uf vIlIIi buitlug rlu,' OI10I4 *h 

^lorq SodllHim in 4r0. llXt ^ dati mMEmnwvn Ur Ihfl tmplM fchil 
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lliDii I jiniriNiijr irif €,^rinidiritH Cdleyiv linu^inir, miJ irii'if 
fi> inten.‘^Niiin m maltijr ; hu iiiHiili' nmv p iTnrh !<► 
i'OLavcr iUv haljitii liul pvctUujilly iiiforiuiit! Jut- ihsiE hr 'i4Nit 
lhi.ll tlwrt* vi'cri" ^u\\ iijiii'tliel.% *^v\ui ^ 

iht; Ijiilhd liEJL Iko (.'iHilil ml Hiri^ uiimkiii m 

ctiiirlP'iiEU* l-iTurt IIh- buHntI ^iiil ainli! irjundtia^ ihi- wlnilr 
ol n fhijn iKcmoiy i hui mvliig (ii (hp uiwil 

4^^1)111-* Ih* klhl iu>l Wki'. Uip Li|P|pni]pdi Iipe. Tlipti iiiy \v\im\ 

Mr, Fmscf, LC-^-. cfttup hi Untigipur ai-^ 

hk I'^-i iisd I wroip to him HHlaiij* \m euiI in rcoEkveritiii 
ilir 1knM:M!. J i^ii-uEo Imiii one i4 ln»« |i>ttvrFdikU'tl ihv 'SOili 
FnJi, wliic-ti will mIiow tiuil Isi? hnil rij*li1 
Irilifti ikfi tin Ue **aV^ u-giiivls flit* Mnljifwkl 

fi l ikHninii J iiake^l, lie bisil \mm] llsnn im\ linf 
iMil kiKkW iJiriii, An ilhl [^riri^t I -ipike ti*! ye-^lri'ilii) , ft itiint 
III Ki,itHh|inrii in iNtrnlpnr sdiluil in thh riciH)di«nirlif*rK[, i^anil 
lip hrx^nl iifil but i^inhl nni iintleivliincl tlieni liu 

of ;ni4it1ier ukuritry. He thouijbt Uiiil Mithipul 
sviTf tiiim' Iiki4v in liii ^iirj.g in Uq{<;^ nr FEmil|jiir. 1 will iln 

iii> lhi*j^i Ui riiiil niU wheir the)' niv iiiul UiiiT will gii 

vfiine one lo try iijji] rerordHicin iik simp. I <|mte ftpw' 
willi vnn llnU ii Hlindrntug wilt |knibil4y -{IhhI ihr tfELn^li- 
leraf inn/* 

The Swadeshi niKnefneiit lejifheil Rniip|iur tii llii' ininn* 
tiriirnnil iu ntlivitJiHL were rii hiH -iwinp litt rt- fiiM itiin^i 
Il>e r^rriini'i jklleiiLiitii id ilip DiALriPl niltii^rp iiiilI hi fnii his 

liiiiitU w-en^i liLtle flunk lliul eji;;^j'ii:i^ittp h^vk, Mr. 

I riiHiT mimd himiHii traiij-fernnl eWwJiere. lu 1 i^mi 
my •mu IndledHdJueinr Mr. lii^iikiuciilii^ l/A . lu Haupinir 
With iliytiiid ifiislrnetitin^ tu niuku n vr^urniH iUJirdi [nr 
lliirt halbtl InU lhaiJgik he *inil t!uil hi'luiil hiMid |ii'ii|ili ^|AJik 
id It inril he UiiLviNt llnit ihr b^Uhul 4i!l l^^^)^u-ll in ilnii 
ilHtri€l hit eonhl iim, hir sonn* irut^tn »ir uilti-r, Iny hi*^ 
IliiiuIa tm il iluritiy IiIa Juurp .Nesi J Mkiight the U Ip rpi mv 
(nvnil Piiriiiiebtinilr*! Sun \\ U\9 w-r thiin Miuniper u( 
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iin in Ifnnypur but Jic siHil Etimi: :icrn|>s nl Mnirici^ 

innli fiorigM proiuismg to give me MnliJpAl vouge on, 
liitt thit> he did uot do- 

As I was thus dieappointt'd timcti wiihout iiurnlfer in 
dtfCuHti;; it biilM which was full of hbtoricaJ itnjiortiijicd 
vei Liclit^ving nil ihe while that ii was tttill rcmetit1i«riid nrtd 
Ming iti vnrious pom of North Eeogalj I nnturnUy felt n 
great etitiuisiasm when Mr, Mansuniddiit at Jintt infoniied 
nil- tlmL iie had got a small hnllad on llii; oelohriited inooiirvU 
of the Fjd Dynasty who rulL'd in Bengal atiout the IfHh 
century A,LL One of the hnest opeeteo of rice in our 
eiHiiiiry in ^till called ofter him and hto great still 
exivU in H.uigpur wliieb to one of tlie biggest if not ibe 
higgeat in the wliole province of BongitL If tnkoo one 
tnure than an hour to travel the tour sides ol tins di'/ht 
OH foot. 

These songs were very popular even six centuries Uter. 
Briudahan Das wrote to liis Ohaitanya Bhagabal fJ5T*2 
A.l>,) that the fieople of Beugn) in the early pari of the 
IiHli century were very foinl of thes ongs of MulnpaJ. In 
fact the {iotuilnrity of Itui song bus iK'eome pmverbifll in 
tbie country, for even in oiir childhood wc heard a saying 
extensively known in the villages of Bengal which runs 
thus *' Dhao bltonto Mahipaler git." 

Tliere was^ another king of the saine naiite (Mahipal II) 
in Bengal (uhout 1070 A.D.) wliose tnniadministration pro¬ 
duced diaastrona reaulu on the Pal Dyoasty, It wee owing 
to his luisgovernmcui that Bhinti a Kaiviirtha, got lo ibe lop 
of the ladder and assumed Bovereign power in Bengal up 
netting 1 lie Pals for tltc time 1>ciJig. Tbe inisdcscds <»[ Uiik 
M obipal II have been indicated in some of the cnpiHT-plate 
inwrtpliujis of Ibe Pal Hajaf^ tbeto$elves and iti otber ducu- 
inenls. 1 b the moiisrdi of tliii, small Iwllitil ' Mahifxi! It V 
The btilind dearly attrihulBK the construction of Ihe 
vvcll'ktiown Mflliipsl Digbi to its liero. Bui tliat dii/hi wua 
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i^rtaitily contiructcd by tbo first Mikhip»1 (IltSYi A. iJ.J. 
Tbfii? tuny tie uttilancc^ iif Loonil kvciikhCHs uinl 
III ilu! career of n Rreat mnii mid llmiigli luslfir}' eenjotiinuN 
brunlii^ oyer tlu‘i!t rcwnlitiR: their {^lories only, the IntditigtiH 
iuiil the biilliidnof ii c^iirntry record ittcin failhfttlly er with 
witne cJinRRerathiiiit iiiUiiruMo ruTiU fancy. If ilie 
or lk< Iwtiflit is to Ic rtl iitl cixflilttl ns fe'ivjiiR n liintoricitl 
tkiiktiRlil U) \i tMiiiit ill Ltid cluiraeier Ilf its licm wt: slutll noi 
feet an} imHiie hcsiUiiiry )» Uiu great Mahiiml 

wilh the events of tli« small narrutivc. 

VVn have ROL niiulher htillni] toimeckd witli iMnlii[irtl 
hut lliiil i« nil nlvont n lovp-epijHMfc ascriliiHl lo his son. 
Tilt- ufttnu nf the iiriiiw.’ in not given—he is siniiify tiicn- 
Ugiietl 111 the Iiiit 1 ii<t !u* the sun of MiLlii(ail, [Jeyomi n 
lucre teUrreiux* Ui his innne in conitucliou with the piiucc 
notlhiig is Iq k' toinnt in the liallmi nbniit M:itu|>it| Thk 
ktlhul vfhirh wus collcctail hy Mr. .Jasiuimltliii iloe? iifn 
ItOHscK-i any jHrttical value. Mr. JaHinnnliliii iiolctl U ilovvn 
Hiiii|)ty because it. leferred to the diiine of Nfuhipnl in two oi' 
thiec places iw the father uf the prince—ilic hero. I 
du not ihiiili It newi^iry to write anything more on that 
bnllud. 

We hftve nlniinly releiTi'd to tlic nuthentic ^<onttes from 
uMeh 1 had ennii- to Imow of ilu- rxlslenev of this ballad 
i-vcu in 01)1 own tirncs. Pamlil Kokilewwnr Siistri, M A,. 
rreKuloiil uf iLu -Sonskril Boardt uHil IjcciurL’T.Catciitlii I’m- 
vcmil}-. told lOL- lliot in bis cliildbood he hnd kunl the lotig 
ut Miitiipul tnjijiy u limCi sung by tin old min^lrel wlin 
livcil 111^1114 huuic at Ivahiiin in llir disiricl ol RaiiRpin. 
“ Mj hiiher," In- jidilcd, " was parlirnluHy toud nf this 
iMlhnl Viifuitmnitcly thfit minstrel is dead uuu, ;nid Mi . 

live* |;ir away fniiii his nnlivT filnre. <o that lieVLiiid 
giving >i<e i1i(> ntsive informatimi ho euutd not offer ony 
tinlhcr iiino. 

A hflbad ul «m iiiiich imiairtamr on a Well-himUli 
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innnjircJi of fmlia even with >i|} it» PKJiggeratfoiiti [iiitl 
legendary uccrptjons ttAtureJ lo folklore—cannot but be of 
luiiipie interest to students of history as well as to the fay 
public. 

Wbeii [ got t(ju snifilj balind t fotitid thtit it was toi> 
little n thing to r|iiuiiclp the tbirsi «f ciirioHity that was 
rniBud in me. It no light on tlie life of the great 

monarch w> mtipli praited in tlic inscriptions. On tbe oihor 
band it roferii to a smiill tneideut to bU life, iriic or rntne, 
which may (owur him fioincwhitt in the estimation of people. 
It t» not after alf the great ballad wiiieb took three sneoesf' 
sive nights to be soog and of which llrindaban Das iwou* m 
tfie Ifilh century. At best tt is but a scrap from a love- 
episode described in that ballad •, or timre might have been 
some amnit songii along with tlie inoTe lengthy ballads 
current in the country un Lbe same tojuis, and this aoitg 
may be one of tlwie little tUiiigi^. It may seem curious 
that 1 hove had to write so niiicb on a balkd cunsisling oj 
20 lines only but the subject is of njore than a passing iii- 
tcresi and my clabornie notice may awoken in Aomo mider^ 
a spirit of search for the ballad which, i doubt mrt, atilt 
exists in North Bengal, (-fence my readers ehonld e.K£usi< 
this long preface. There would bare been n greater cJintice 
of recovering ihe liallnd if f ctiiilcl undertake a tour myRelf 
but it is not possible for tnc lo do so in the presoni condifion 
of my JicaUli. Consclmis of this liintratinn 1 must look for a 
I'liaiieo lo have tlto ballad recovered by ollkjr ngenctes. But 
ballads as a class are fast dia;ippoanng amt after a few 
years the ballad of Miiliipnl may Iw totally lost. The his¬ 
torical allusion in the Chaitanya Bhngavat refere to tlie 
Ullnda of tw'o other monarcljE of the Pnin dynasty (Jogipal 
and Bhogii«vl) which according m Bfindabtm Dos were 
vo*'y pipular in IIm- cuMinryside early iti the 161 h 
rent on * 

Tbc few litiei of the prescjit ballad ahow a side it» tlie 


■m IJAfiTKitS llllNflALx llM.fiVlJS 

clinmctfr ni kin(j MsiIufI unexjiceiefl rovolfl' 
linn, but liinuRh I rwil Jiusitant in accenting the sUirj I 
enmitft vv|iellv<li(icn?dii i\ it- IhI^- tlityil men Hra domo* 
tjrnrw iiiihic III tlaH'3 nnH foibifis nf onlinary hiifnnn iialure 
niiii flkO [PO[Jnb«u‘ (nki: ft puculUr ili'ligtii iii iioking tliuit 
nftSieH into l!i'' |ii'ivnte life I'l yrvat Ent'iU piirticuiftfly in 
innUciT! (aiiiwniing llw auitcra, wJioiiuvcr they fiiiil an oppAr- 
iimitj’ to lio w. 

The mtUi.' usL*ii iu ilm ballafl i& it very irrcgitkr type of 
1*4,y„T—ths' tloggerel^ are linltiTig niiii tlie Ijiws Jo not alivay.t 
rUynU!. It sc«tii« itiut die twillaJ is an «M one lus tlitre itne 
Tnntiy afcliaic cKjiresfiions in it i yet tUu wor<L> 

ajij show thni the King wa» feciwt in Malio- 

medan (im«. A liltk' rngyednea'i of tuDgiuig* and imiicrfect 
rlij'iuing make the imptession Unit the frninewikrk of the 
baiUail iwlonss tn older tiioes tlmiigh it is dear tlmt the 
ilnirt bivlhJ lifts iwen rcloiiclied fmim iitnu to time till its 
ImiiKTiplinn in the present term. 

The linllftil thnngh Hiiiftll lift* tUp heart of Iniu folk-iore 
mid hiLlliiil [Mieiry in it. In 'inc* we httve refrainw nn Iftb^ 
liimt eigtil linip* tiTiHlHeing lluit singulnr effect tor which 
runii songs (m: nottihfc tis vehide^i of piiihiM iinJ tender 
npjiea!. The lines in ft sliorl (jornpass nru »tai) fnll of 
njfipfllivrr retenmiaift. The wold ai*™ (hriJiiJ) in the firal 
linn and ihc waywardness of llie girl to fnllow n nniMO 
hlaracd hy InM" pnnsnt* uiilic-ato that u dciiifo Ibrktul in liar 
jiihul ii> idtow hi'T^cIf to lie caught in the trap laid by the 
king, 'riie words of the in former ^bow' thiit the king had 
lUilTercil a dent ft>r tlw line of the girl anil waa ever 

trvitig to engt’ the Wid, Tlie parunts were jHirsisIcnot in Vlieir 
ohjeclioiift to lior going to the Dighi prnbahly because there 
idrcod.v esistOM a aoandnl in rtsiiccl n1 llm king and Mila. 
The king under the eircumstnnrca could uoi lie blamed for 
catching a bird which came » near the siiare ibeil,—per- 
|:in|Hi 1 nlcu tip nail y. 
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Witti siuiddt mill • Aitii ilia fill hir tindal 

cup mill ttieii iltil flIiG Alt to tuitke a paste wltli iKiwdered 
pearl add myrobitlant This she agaid placed iu a mica ctip. 

'*Oh my faihcr/' she said, “daily di> I bathe at hoiiiii; 
kiMilted arc riiy locks, imwanliod Jis they are by ccpUnia 
tlow of water. The servants fetch water for me here. 
I went to go toHliiy U> Eialho tii (he great pood which Eiug 
Maliipal has dug.** 

**JJo not gi> thuiti said her father. **Do noi; go 

to tliai jMiid N*ila—already a sabiect of scandal ris you 
are/' f^ut Nila laMnlod not bar father's word of caution. 
The inutlutr objci ted tuu, but Nila lievdeil not her mother*« 
word of caution. 

nriif to all uhjeetloMH did Nila ^tart for (he gmut (mnd. 
With hov wen I a train uf iuftid-scmuil®, some going 
in front and others in llic mar. Wilb her went a tmin 
Ilf male servaviW too, rwime going In front and othci^ in 
the rear, 

flown »1iti ciuiie to the |j<>nil till she rtuchcil it'i kiu.*e- 
fviiTit. Tliiiro still eitiipjictl to ciciiiise hor fair limbs 
nwtiikv. She won! forthnr ihvwii till tla' wavea goiitly 
tuuiditHf h'lr wiiint and Lbcre j|tic Nlop|ied to iTlonnie hor (air 

liinh^ awlillu, Ncsl did lln? w'atera trach the level of 
her breast and thcii< abo she stofH^d to cleanse her fair 
Uiuliit awhile. 

Tlin informer gave Llie m|iorl to King ‘Mnhipal saving 
** Thai Nlhi fur whom, uli iniiiuiirch, ftix niontha have you 
foatned In icy IriMlj—lhiii Nila for whtnu, oh mimnrcbi 
ymi have ninnied six months mum in the biirntug Bands, 
—Ihif fair out’, liemirlf Uosioiniu tu yiutr fwiid to bathe. 
Oil what a wililcmeivs, wfiat A troasun; of liair is on her 
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hcjwl 1 Tbe cjtirimg iiair have aprcAd ovw llw sTirface ot tbe 
ponil far ami neat. Tlie amnll tmd big fishes cannot go 
aliicud ihrougb ibo tanglfiof her long treasea. 

The monarch himfwill si once bled to the pond tsM 
awam till after sntne vain efforts be inicceeded in catching 
hold o! ft hRndftn of Nilii'ft heir. He Tnmhl not allow 
her to go, 

'* Who Is It that lias caught my hair in thin way causing 
rat pain? My father ulijccied but Mcnt deaf surB to hia 
words ftiid came to this pond. My motlipr objected hut 
] heeded not tiiid came to this pond. HcncctortJi will 
Nila's life tw a tile of tftaiidnl iinil nil her honour will 
gii fur nothing.*’ (LI. i'26.) 
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* Hnjit Til(tl( Bnftotita ' WAS witpplicd me by finbu 
Clituidra Kiunor Uu oo Uie TUi of SciiicmUer, iTe got 

it froHi one of tlie rural villiig,(*fl of Mjrmensingh, Tbe sior? 
IB in tiia form of a wilfi uceo^ional proao 

pawuges, Bui »uch passages are not many. The main 
portion eonsmia of motnciil rersc. The poettcaJ portion 
in not alwaya eampoaeil [ii Popor cAAnndo aa b the 
caae witb a large number of ballads. Though a eonsider- 
able portion of ibis ballad in written in a tomewUat crude 
form of that claaaical and well known [iiGire, ibcn: 
are sianzflfl which have llie rhythm of sound of Olmtnk 
Karikiis or of Irregukr TripniK metre. A number of 
stanzas have only oiglit letters in a line foilowcd by lines 
of ft or 12 leiterB. A regular system is wanting but the 
abrupt rise and foil of this irregular r/t/iamlo, which k 
a capricious depoiiuro from the well known claasical 
metres, have n poetic rhythm and wealth of sound whicJi 
please ibe ear. I give exjuuple^ from a variety of such 

irregular metres, which, though they do nut follow a 
6\cd or stereotyped standard, peculiarly suit songs sung 
in chorus.—In the stmo etaaza we come across linea 
of diverse metres. 


** licit 
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uti ^ 1^ 
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Eacli line ennsi^U iicre of eiglit lettcm only. Tbia 19 
followed iiiiiii»iklcly by atiullier iiielro coitiaining vleveti 
letters in llie fitst line and twulfo in the next , 

“ ^ ^ ?ff5f &tCP? TW I 
i« S«l—^1 WTW 51^^ i" 

Tlie ]K)elical tden and Cite pleaemg ttielre in vvliich it is 
eouebed, are pidiinesqoe and interesting. 

Ii is also noteworthy that tbongli this ballad evidently 
ItcJongs to the latter part of the 17th century when the 
rates of Fnyar and Tripadt becatne sterecityped in our 
olsHAical poetry, the writer does not care to follow any 
canon of Bengali [loetics but adapts hia [iietrCji. nrbich is 
partially his own cOLMoge, to the reqalrementa of a, party 
singing in chorus. 

Ltolike the Gifiitafha^ and other bnlladi^ which 1 have 
collected up till now, tlii« story promulgatce a distinctly 
firahntaniG idea. Thougli written in the iudigenoua dialect 
of tlw lower Oangetic valley and ootifurming to the ebarac- 
lertstics of our hallnd’-literntiirc tu other ways, this Gidkatha 
bcara the seal and ataiiip of Brahiiiniiic influence on it in 
an unmistakabki manner. We all know the story of 
Sribatsa uml CUinla given in the Bengnlt recetisbitn of 
the Mabaliliaratii to whicli Tiindit Rawgati Nyayarntiia 
found no ctiie iii Sanskrit litoratiire. I have stated elrio- 
where Itow ^trenuousiy did llie Pamlit try to trare the 
story to Bomt’ Sanskrit sources. It was evidently u purely 
Bengalt story, ^liovving all the diarac tori sties of unr tmllad* 
liteminrt tliough it itiiisl Iw mhnitted that the Rrulmianical 
iutlueucc is rtmirly pi<rceptibte in the recension of tlic tale 
J 18 given ill tlic Bcitgali Rpir. 

Tins, kilkd of Tiluk Rasanta tallies witli ihr story 
of Sribulsa and Ulibita in nil iti niniii features. Queen 
tiulu like Qiiecn Cliints wilfully cnort^ Kie h.m of leprosy. 
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King Tilak Bosantn liko King Sribslsn Ui'ea in Lhe boni^K 
of mKKl-cutk'ra for w King TiJjik nttd Queoii 

Suirt auETer from great calamities in life in oanaequenca 
of tlie ire of as Sribultia and Cliintn do 

from that of tiw planet Satuni. i need not point out 
Ollier ooinciilenoefl. Tlie; are too many* and ttit< reader 
will bo reminded at every atugej^ of the other story while 
a'oding this Unllad, Hot in apite of this striking analogy 
one must admit that tliB story of the Itengiiti Epic is 
ucrlaiiiJy leas interesting and ioEerior ns n product ion of 
art from a gioeticat point oE view. T'Eic form adopted in the 
GiVi7i’<if Aa is levs rigid and tlie description^ far more fresh 
and natural than whit wc hnd in the atoty of Sribatan 
and Chintn. 

Aa regarUa the Brahniaiucal inHueuce in tiie coiicep- 
tien of this balliiil vfii may note tlie folhiwiug points. 

The eurae of a Etrahman or a go<1 is at the root of all 
the evib that befell the lot of King Tiliik Basanta. lii 
the purely indigenous (ritikuthav such as Kajat-rekhn, 
nnd Kancluinmala, the nrahmim, his curse or btussiug, 
seEdont plays any part, though the heroes and beroinea there 
are aiihiectod to similar freaks of fortune, in ao way leas 
dire than what Tilak Baanntn and hb iiiteen Sula Ruifered, 
This element of Brahmanic curse and blossiiig as leading 
the deatinies of men is in striking evidence throughout 
the whole literature of our Kennissanee. It appear? 
in this iMiJInd ul*® siKiwiitg iww the new spirit of lie age 
not only permeated the Bengali roconaions of Sanskrit 
epics and eventually roacht'd the huts uf rustics—through 
Kathakntus, datras, cotnnicntanifis and explnnations of 
l*uranaa,<—but also found a direct access to tiie ballad> 
literature which had little to do with the Drsinmnic 
idea! and was solely the monopoly of the rural popula¬ 
tion of I3pngal not nl all influenced by scljolarafaEp or 
academic canons. 


a03 EASTKJ5M ftENGAL BAt.LADS 

Ttie idea of cLaatitv rtf wumen apjietira in a greatly 
exaggcrateil form ia this story. I wish to bo very explicit 
on tliia (x^int, 1 do not moan to aay tliiil in the obAractera 
of Sula or Pavankumari, oxlremcly Jovabto, occompHohetl 
and iinmaoujate ns they are, tbore is anything iliat jara 
agoinat fiur resthotic itense ; what I wiiijt to say b that the 
ballad slreBsea chaslit^ whereas tlto« which had not come 
witliia ihe range of Brahtaanic iitSuence stress^t foBC. 
The heroines of the genuine Bejigftlt baliads fiiiffer all that 
a human lieing U capable of Hii/Tering inspired by that pure 
fiame whidi does not take into account any thotiglil of 
marriage, social rules or bondage of custom. But in this 
ballad the sulTerings are af| for ibe sake of husbond Ulus- 
troting ibe stmcUty of wetiilcd life. Happily tlit: wedded 
wiv(s here are not Peking in lore, but that is a mere matlEr 
of coincidence ; ibe writer does nut,like other classical poeU, 
give us B dbeourHe on the dnliea of a ^reddeil woman, so 
that nothing there is in iFiia bdlad of the nature of a propa¬ 
ganda hr call for adseree criticism from a poetical point of 
view. But nil the same, the Bralunaoio stump is dear and 
ODJnj&UikiiLlL^ 

Thirdly, following evidently the rules of Sanskrit poetics 
the ballad ends in happinesB inspite of all the tragic 
■lluatians created in it. Tlie tragic ends of the greatest of 
oar ballad heroines as Mnhiia, Malun, CharidrahAtif Rani 
Kamala, Madina, Kane I urn inn la, anil others are atriking 
fads showing how the rural folka btdtHy deviated from the 
rules laid down by the aanakritisU. The rural {xieu hnd 
ni> doubt lieard of this poeilcaj taw, For the singers of 
the Puranos proclaimed it every dny before titcir cans bv 
A treat of drums accompanying their musical iierformnnces 
that tragic end was not allowable in decent hterjiturc. 
Bin tike rural (loctB followed llieir own traditions and 
did not care to sureetHler tlreir own ideal to tbc Sana- 
kritiats. 
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The story of tbc hBroine turning a b[)er at her otm wilt 
tenunda i3iin of the tale of Nala and Diunayaiitit which no 
doubt (onufid tbe basia of the story of Sri balsa and Chlnto 
as also of iMs Gitikatha, 

The fourth point illuatrating the Brahmanical influence 
on this ballad, is the anxiety of the father to offer her in 
marriage when she bad atuintid her puberty. Be was so 
much overpowered by traditional fear lest Im was guilty in the 
eyes of god and men for not marrying Iter in lusr childhood 
as ordained by tbe Brahmanical canons of the prieatly 
age, that be took a vow to got her married to whom¬ 
soever he might behold In the early dawn, the neat day. 

The washing of the feet of a Brahman guest as an 
in][)Grative point of duty on tbe pari of a householder» 
another inatatice of Brahraanical influence (p, 8S3). 

Tbe Bketdhes often reach tbe level of high literary 
noellence, I particularly refer to tlic description of the 
woodcutters on pages 374-75, which gives a lirdy picture of 
these simple men of the woodiutid and their women. The 
scene of tlieir first meeting with the king and liar wife and 
tlieir grief at parting with the king fallen in great distress ii 
very afl^ecting and full of pathos* 

Tlw great ideals of renunciation and SBcriffoe held before 
our rural folk in tbese stories disseminated a superior 
ipiriiual and ethical culture in the country-side of wUicii 
any people might be proud. 


Djkbhh Gbanora Srs 










Raja Tilak Basanta 

< IJ 

Prom distance tb« coumt of tlic river might be seen 
by the paaaer-by; nometimes the baati went with the tide 
mid st others against iu On the banks of this river lived 
King Tilak Basanta. Hear, oh audienoe, the story of this 
prince. 

The assembly 1 ece Ijcfore me coniprises Hindus and 
Muelems. To both of tliese people do 1 bow down. First 
of all r (jEioukl pay respoets to my preceptor, next to tuy 
parcnlb. Six inodo^ of music known as * Hagas * and thirty* 
sis Kaginis ttheir conaoris) alioald be aaiuted by me. Mother 
Saraswati, the goddess of musiD whose band carries the 
pleasing oiusicat instrument, tJie "Vina—should receive roy 
homage as it is through her grace alone that I expect to sing 
my song, I have no ides of time in music. Whatever little 
f have learat of Use sdenco is due to my teacher. Now be 
gracious to come down to this bouse, oli divine motlwr 
Saroswati, and inspire mo with song. If you forsake me as 
1 am unworthy, I will not go away but like jingling anklets 
cling to your feet. You will be, oh mofljer, like a tree and I 
a creeper to cling to your feet. How will ii be poesibk for 
you to shake off one so intcnacly devoted to you ? (fjL'l'lS-!! 

( 3 } 

Now, oil lands and waters and ye plants, all listen to 
my song—to this tale of Baja Tifok, 

Thore is no reckuujiig of the uumber of elepbanta and 
horses in hie royal etables. Bach compartment of his palace 
looks like ihc ward of a big town, and the pinnacles uf llie 
royal chamber smile when the sun or moon touches tlwro. 

Who was It that gave |be king all this wealth ? It is 
Providettoe wlio confer on men the fruits of Karma. 
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But HD id«B ui oanceii iiii] pritle came to tho mind 
of thb uKinerati. £n tI)B JeptJj of nigbl—tbe Kamm- 
pHraskf tlio ili«pau<6r of Immaii rortiuie, oamo to t(ie city 
of the king duguisted 3» « guest. “iJlj citizen. I nm hungry, 
1 wont from you sotnetljiug lo bat" wied this disgoieed 
god^bitl the oitizbns were all usteep nnd noono ticoid 
liis words. *' Hungry am I. thirsty mu I *' lio cried over 
again but nubody Uaeded his aptwoling tone. The 
gud was offended turning bis face in anger left the 
city. 

Thf guards ami seutinels of tile pnlaoe had heard that 
cry but sleepy ami idle, dozijig and nodding in ilisir juuils 
they did not cart! to give any rviponge, Tima waa the ire of 
iJie god roused to destroy the happinees of the king and tht 

C}U0Cn, 

The king knew nothing of this. With the queen he 
was sleeping in perfuct peace of luitid. The midnight 
had alreaily passed and theru remaiued a little more than 
tUfl third pan of the night yet, when the king dteamt o 
RtfiLOge dreom. “Happy are you, oh king, in yom-Jgre. 
Mandir iJabcc. A guest came lo your city and went away 
frustrated. No one cared to give him aims. Your pul aw 
will bo amittou by fire. Tliesc fine couches and cushions of 
your room will vaaiah. Those whom you know as your 
welhwiihers will bchavo ns strangers and will be apMhetie 
towards you. EJepbauis and horses, and with iluim, yuur 
gilt-tubed minislers ami oourliers will forsake you In your 
distraas and I will put you to ail kitiik of further losses and 
crosses. Your great pride which is aloft to-day like your 
golden lower, will criimhlo down to dust. No more,oh king, 
no mom should you bo privileged fo enjoy sweet sleepi your 
store will bo void of Iho grace of the goddess ol fortune and 
to-morrow will you have to depart from this citj~a» a mean 
lieggsir, riiooe whom you count to-day as your beat friondd 
and weU-wishers wUl turn hostile. They wit] plunder 
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your treasure and you will not have n (roirri wijli you to 
meei tlw expenses ui your journey* 

T|jg Rflja awoke ia great Lorror* He ug e»»o 
though he remembered that lie jami bear*i someone's vcn&s 
djMinctly. In tlial: golden comparnnent of ihr king a 
lamp spread its golden JigJjL Ttie ligln slowly fwissed 
away and tbr room was covered with darkjieaa. 

The king colled hU aleepiijg queeu and said, Awake, 
oh.qiieeu, open your eyes and behold. A dire cobmiiy has 
befallen us. Wc were totally uuaware ol tbe danger, 
enjoying sleep, and the house caught fire in ibe meantime 
deatroying all that we had. The honoured giicHl cume here 
at midnight and want away displeased with ua; Uur great 
wealth and fortune are now lost iu ihe deep. Know again, 
that all our prosperity, our wealth, porrer and children are 
the outcome of the boon granted by the Karamparnth - the 
dispenser of foiiuna. All thcae I got on one condition, I 
swore to the god that I should be always un the alert, eo 
that no gucat might return fronv this city ilisaptminted. Jf 
ever it 90 happened that 1 failed to give fitting rocopLion tu 
« guest, uD tliftL very day and iwur aJJ my fortune would 
vuiiibIi. WIhjji T receiVE^I the god's favours, I agreed ui 
this condition and now in the morning to-morrtiw f shal) 
have to forego all I have mul march off from here with tint 
wallet of a beggar on my back. Suddenly had f risen to 
thia cmineuco by tlw grace of tbe Karamptmish and 
suddenly arc all this to vaniBh as one oomes to possesa u 
gold mint) in a dream atid hises it in a dream. In .t dream 
I got my wcalbh and power and in a dream tool am going to 
lose them. Fortune, my qtiwn, is fleeting and mjeteaefy 
iw a drop of dew on the lotus iettf. Sow before wo aii 
doomed to the great misfortiiuo that awaits us, let ns depart 
from hero tins very night to avoid exposure, i thot 
odd'SljiifKtd (with three legtr) deity ’ before my eyes vividly, 

1 |(if gg Ujg jod oi liMk Ji n{iTW4l«d m tisrUlf Uiy— 
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For a sliglii fniilt of mine 1 lm« been jesponaible for tbe 
great luisfortune and breach of i^ndUion. 

'* 1 am just leaving tliie city but I am aorry on your 
account. Even the birds and beasts will feel cofOtiaMiou 
when, they will witnesa your great iniaery, You arc thn 
daughter of a king. Alas, how will you travel iti the thorny 
forest 1 Tlic will pierce your tender feet* The 

aooTcbing niya of the sun will burn your beautiful My 
far more vatuoil m me than gold. Scareuly will you find li 
drop of water wboti thirsty, or even n ficonty [ueal wlioit 
euircring frtJin hunger. There in the gloomy forest Bleep 
will Iw denieif to your eyes. If in agony of heart you will 
cry to the otiuost pitch of your voice, no one will come to 
give resjiOLiBe. To-day you arc eurrounded by maid-fiorvimts 
who wait upon you ttnd carry out your tensl wishes hut in 
the foreiit there vrill be none to help you in the knst. For 
want of a ilrop of oil you will not be able to llgfit the 
oventog lamp.** 

As the king said all tliia iUB icars Iwgan to How* wilhont 
check—“ No remedy do f fica,** he added. *' Go to your 
fatlicFB hniiie/' 

Saying tliis he gave a tlUcoursc on what ho oonsidorcfl 
the right course fur his consort ntulcr such ciroumstanoea. 

The $irren. 

*' Feoplc know you to he a virtuous king. Then iww is 
it llkut you fear to take with you one whom you have 
married ? You are like the body and I am your shadow 
inBcparahty counected with you. T am like the dust that 
you tread, glorying on the toxich of your feel. You are 
like the sea. and, I a Karayai fish dwelling in it. 1 cannot 
lis'C fur a moment separated from you. You are like the 
brightest geiu of tny necklace and dearer to me far than my 
eyes, ii 1 follow your advice and live in my father‘a 
hoxiae when you, my lord, will Iw wondering in the forest. 
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wliiit hnppine^ can J expect to deriv^e from my owa fjclieti^ 
the gilt of my partmta? f do not «>toi nt all fur the Direction 
of my pamnls, J desire for your eompKny olune^ umI I 
beaecch you moat carneiitjy to take flic with you. A woman 
doea not care for golden(.neJiienj^ ami gilt hottsesor a tfiaro of 
her brother’a kingdum. Rather atioulii I tike to deep on tho 
ground^ under tite shade of u tree and build a m u a II oottnge 
with (eaves imd hraoehea of forest ireew to live in. Yuur 
iiafortiinate 8uta will (w fortunate to Itc allowed a corner 
tiiore. f do not oovcl ihe ileUcioun f(md. tlie thickened milk 
and butter of my father's jwIbcc. Tlw furcat will yield 
abundant frniU to satisfy our huager, 

*' Biith of us will wunder in tljc forert, gathering fruits 
and in that formit'bower wu will live in huppiu^^. Tlu; lajui^ta 
of tlie forests will be like our kinsineu. Living with tk'in 
wo nhall enjoy their coiiddcnce and they will know to Iw 
their own. Listen, oh king, the cuckou is singing from 
yonder tree, Tlwrc hi t.ot touch of night left. If you 
sltmild IcftVE this city it is just the time ferit.'* (LI. t-KlOJ. 


( 3 ) 

The wood-ciittcrs live in forosls. Their heart is full of 
compassion ami tenderoess. They etii ilown the lug and 
email trees am] ^IJ ifaem m the distant market-places. 
How many trees nhaJI 1 niinael there are tJie trees, tlia 
sandal, the putm mid the leafy hmul jxws whicli the liood- 
cutters cut all dny long. Six monltiii: they Jive in a parti¬ 
cular locality nod lire iii comparative affluence and the next 
sixmontlw tJjcygo away to another kings rugion. The 
wivo of the wofKi-cultors are verily ihu of 

They ^ ihetr *arii jn ttie faBhion of Pachchara imd 
towor-iiict; b[[|^ (ligjf head. They live 

mainly npoD fon^f-fruiu ouiJ enjt^ tlte sweels of sleep nil 
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undiflJurbed in «ieir oottnges ot leaves. Their face h always 
adorned with plcawant as moon-beams. They are 

innocent and pure, and ihcir sincere Iwart does not know 
the wicked ways of the world, fn ilie fore«t-path they walk 
heedless of dunser. Tl«re are tigers mid other ferocious 
beasts ail iiround. IWt they do not fear them. On the way 
Ibey pick up here a fmit and there a plume of a peacock 
and walk merrily along. 

These witnen suddenly saw our virtuous king and rpujcn 
on their way. *' Who ate you tivo, dear [leopic ? It seems 
you are a royal pair: why have you left your throne and 
kingdom re share the bt of tli* 'ivood-eutters? Yotv art 
perspiring prefuaely. Bears and tigers dwell tii the forest. 
It la haunted by demons and witches. Is U becoming that 
people of your rank should visit (bis wild region f Bir 
(oddreraing the king). yo« have a lady with you. It secroa 
that tliough you have fallen in distress the goddess of fortune 
still foibwa your footeteps imwilling to part with you ; 
mlTering bo mucii she is atilt devoted to you and follows yon 
like a shadow, fTbey address tho Queen) Eenowned are 
you oro for your beauty and accomplishment, oh lady, tell na 
all about ynumeU. Whose daughter, are you? Yonr tender 
body seems scarcely able to bear the hanlahliia of foieat^lifQ. 
You ahould not Imve come here, Ijong are your hair and 
you have worn a silk aori, Stirely you are the daughter of 
a king and llie queen of anotlK^r. Your beauty has spread 
q Jialo of light all amimd. What cruel gml tuia pot you into 
tiidi dire distrese I His heart la relentless and hard. On n 
dower lie has luirletl a thuiKler-hoU. He has deprived your 
lips of that swcf’t atnlle which once adorned tliem and sent 
you to wile fmm your throne to the wildemese." 

Win'll lihi' henrtl the women gnrrtilously eapress tlioir 
syiupjiiliy m this %vayt th^ tears nf the qiiwn flowed without 
rlieck and Mie U'M utl nbuiii tton^clf tn her synipaUiisorti 
f>h<i cniicltidcd ihUH “ You, ^Irls ut Ihi^t forest, it is nil true 
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even w you have gucseai. I vraa once the queen of a great 
king. I had a large body of scrvautB—moIo and female^ and 
an anny of soldier® always followed i» wiiercvw we went. 
As ill luck would hiivo it, I am now n dweller of ilie forest, 
I have grown calloua by miafortiine so that even if tomeoue 
entn off a portion of my limb, I would not feel pain. My 
seneea Ijpve been benumbed by grief, but ono thing oausia 
unbearable pain to me, and this f cannot shake off. Ho 
who had onee inmmierQble rciinuea, liuudreda of slaves and 
senrant-girlfi attending him wherever he wont—one who lord- 
od it over a vast kingdom from his royal thione—the great 
king Tilak Bssanta ia (tulay reduced to extreme misery 1 
Alas 1 Why has mercifu! God in whn« jiiatice given him 
such a dire pumsimjciit? Unused to walk, the thorns of 
the forest pierce hi® feet os be proceeds through the jungly 
way. Alas, the ffow>tide of good fortune has passed and tlie 
ehb>tidc of misfarlune has sat in.' In the place of golden 
cunhion and coaches, tic BJoeite in a bed of leaves. Whore 
is his golden palace gone? Tito trees aflbrxl him a ahelter 
to*day by their shadow. In his trieaaury*room a golden 
i^ntp diffused its hrilliant light, now he has tiot a trinket 
with him (she weeps}. For three dnya my hushand has had 
no food. He wntiders like a mad man in greot sorrow. 
Where is that golden timbrolla gone which the servants used 
to spread over bis head 1 Ii« place is now taken by iim 
leafy branches of forest trees t His royal robes am nil gone. 
a wtrip of waist cloth scarcely hides hia shamo to*day. His 
col^r which was bright as gold has grown pale nod darkish 
owing to bitter thoughts that aSiict him day and night.” 

\ » f 

They carry fruits tied in t!ic ooroen? of tluur saris. 
Some fetch water from the distant river. Some break tho 
brnriciies of n tree full of fenves, and willi ihera fan the 
43 
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kmg untl Ow Boidc hring down fronj d tiw ^ 

Ijonty-wimb nitd stTTp (hem with fresh honcv, 

7'f)(* king tmil the giipert sliwJ tear* ** they saw tbeir 
cflgeniiiJWi to plesw and hc!p Ihejia in their distil. Efcn 
Li mother could not «how them n more warm affeetioD 
than liiese foreaH'irJs Hid They knew tmt insincertiy 
or Ifie cuoDing ways of the wKjrltl, They rooTOfeij Uie myal 
pair as lieat tliey coitJd, and took tfiera to the forest ajici 
tlieiiist'Ivescul off the tree>t with which they huiJt n hutiee 
with i ta gateway in the eiwt. It was hcticr th[i[i a fivo^storiod 
piilttM though, tnadv of wihl plaota and wood, Nu fua# they 
umdc- Eich mwi silently tUd id* beet. I’ho Raja nml his 
queen ttere nafely lodged in that house; with the plitme* of 
pflacflcka they mado uioc fiina. An old wommi of that wood- 
land lived llrere in ttiai liouae and heljied [he Ifitig kindle 
firo wtien it went out. Early tn the morning rt^ tJio king 
from hi^ !»ei] jind went ’with the wood*cutte/e deep into 
the forest carrying an n.xa with him as lfa« otliera did. 
Ho knewLho .(milityof woial IhjIUet tlinn they and secured 
live aaininl w-jod wdy. He gathered the wooil nnd 
l<mn(l them wiili strong creeperj. The suioJI issuing from 
hia liimille filled the whrdc nir with fragrance. Some 
nights he passed in that dfinse woodland aJid in this wny 
he S|wnl tony nights in that sirengu fotost. 

t>no day the Raja went to s«tJ hi» good« to a distant 
ti.nrket-pWo, HU load conaUtod of the valuable aanda) 
wuoil and lie got h kafian of corcrw hy its aab., ffij,, 
queen expressed ttio winl. 'hot liBreelf ahoutd Jpk tmd 
fsrd the tonstere- Raja Tilak at once wont to t[j«ir hoiises 
anil invited tlioni opo and all. The Fhuij coakdd with 
grem pams 3(1 differem hiiufa of curries. Tlw iliim hnd 
gone 10 the toreat tor cutting wooif, She tn thi- metmtimo 
prepared oukes and other sweet* and plnoed them in cnM 
ol *0/ loam- The riw ifie eniiki-d waa of a Hpcdaliy fine 
qoahiy. She orndo a phte of haves arnl kept tJii* nico 
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ricu tliereun. It eiprc.'id u frAgmncc inviiiiig uppetite. 
Will'll «lt(} Itiiil rmiiihei) licr o^tkingt the gooil <]Ueen went 
III the river for Uking n Iwtti. The wojui'ii of the wood 
ai'rompnnied llieir ixiltiveil iiuirou, Sotue of tJiein (luAt^d 
nod ^nng. others made tliemeelvcK mcrrjr U) other 
ways. Encti one of tlionj hail n pitcher with bet to carry 
water. fLL I*S6,) 


(5) 

Lietcn to ECOt my friend, wftat htippeued at tliia time. 
A great meroUant waa rrlurtiing bouie by that river with 
a Deet of fourteen siiips, full of valuable goods. The cargo 
was ao heavy tiint tlic could Eoarccly bear their 

biiriU'U. Alt old BrniiTRan beggar was going nlong Ute 
riverside, lie cried itl a loud voice, ** Oh mercliaiitr 
[ Imve had no fowl for seven days, will yon kindly give 
me a rupee'* If you do not show any mercy I aUull 
die. 1 wandered about the villages on tlte batiks of this 
river seeking ciiarity, but no one paid any beeil to uiy 
nipiesU*' The oiirsmOa and BSibr^i laughed at him and 
went on plying the ships without enring to give any reply. 
The Bnihmati Iteggar cursed lliS uierchaut and went away. 
It so hiipEiencd that the slitp$ got stranded lliere. This 
sudden inisforttine ws> verily like u bolt from llie blue—>wben 
there was no sign of eloud in the sky. The mercimnt was 
quite imjnx'pared nud he struck hU head with hU hotuis 
and begsn to cry, Ttie voice of the God of Luck was heard 
by him at this stage. U said from above **Veiii ore your 
laments, uh merchant. You must nuifer for yonr sins. 
For full twelve years you will remain here with your ships 
stranded, ond during IIUs time all the nimmy that you 
have got by trade will ho spent. But that it not alt; 
your city will he burnt and nothing of your nchca will be 
left uii home." The merchant struck bit head igainrt (he 
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prow oI liis ship and fillip Ihe air wilb wild Eomf^nUtiona. 
Tb«re was a deep cut on hta forebead wblcb profusely 
bled. Tl« God of Lock fell eoinpnsston for Ihe mao end 
o^ain hie voice was lieard ftom above. It said '* Find 
out a truly cliasts woman. If abb touches your eUips 
with ber finger, they will float again on the river." 

At ihifl time iho good wivae of the woodmen arrived 
there with the queen. Her fsco was bea min g with beauty 
awl looked Ilka the moon. The crew of the stiipj were 
filled with wonder. Some of ilwm said in a whispering 
tone and olherfl loudly, What a wonderfully handsome 
lady is this I She muBt be the queeu of a ftaja sent to 
exile for aome fault," The merebant beard thia and 
alighted from his ship. He placed hla towel round liis 
neck (as a sign of humility) and fell prostrate at the feet 
of the queeu saying, " Providence has for BOnte fault of 
mine doomed me to a dire putusbmenl. All my fourteen 
ships are stranded on the shore by divine curse. It has been 
ordained that if a chaste woman would place her feel on ruy 
ships they will be mlcaacd. Yon are n cboslo woman, good 
motbci', oh my saviour—if you would not have euy compas- 
Hion for me, know that i will kill myself hem etrikiug my 
head agsinet a stone." 

She who had horself suffered great sorrows in her life 
^vufl deeply affected by the tale of this merchant'* distrcffit. 
Sfm touched each one of the stupa with her bonds and 
instantly they floated once more on tlie ivatere. The 
wives of the wood-culters were nil astounded at the sight, 
Biid the taptniii advised the merchant to take the lady 
with him in one of the alitpg say in g, "If you 
jiecurity you should do ao. Her action is tvondtirfuL You 
your^lf, sir, know well the dangers of the deep. If we 
come to face rimilar drou(listances again, who will a&ve us? 
Verily she ia our eaviour and by God’s grace we have got 


TILAK BASANTA 


asi 

tier nt] aoMpectcd- It would oat be prudent U> lose what 
we have got os a special ble^log from God." 

The evil counsel prevailed and the merobant forciblj 
carried the i|iicon bound as a captive. 

The (Jween. 

** Oh good women of the woodst lell my husband the 
w'holo story—tell tiiin that the merchant is a tnooster 
who has repaid my aolion with such inhuman cruelty. 
He carries me by force. 0!i dear gtrla—the m^ala are 
cooked and ready lying in the straw hut. The mad Raia 
knows not how to put the meats in tlm plate of lenvea, 
Alaa 1 wlio will be there to (terve him? Who will hand the 
pitcher of water to him for waeh. 1 im not at oU sorry 
for our lost kingdom but Unlay I am troiy a beggar. Sly 
real wealth is gone t Wl«n my Baja will turn frantic in 
grief, console him to the best of your power. Give him 
food when he will be hungry and water to appease his 
thirst. My prayer to you isBIe^ me Si' tlmt the red powder 
of tuck on my head may not fade-^ Alas, my bed of leaves— 
tbat abode of heavenly bliss Is left behind forever. From to¬ 
day my life is doomed to etomal misery 1 Behold the 
fourteen ships have now started ngain and will bo soon 
out of sight, I wil* never see you ony more. The night will 
puss away and the dawn will, oh my brd, appear os usual but 
from to-morrow I will not awake to >tee your sweet face. 
To-morrow I will not ae« that face dear as life which I bare 
been accustomed to behold on opening my eyes every day I 

I have perhaps dune many things wrong to you all. 
Excuse me for those knowing me to Ite an imfuitiinate 
woman.” 

i WWa « Biiulit b«ctituu t vMo* m 

Uuftd^ M t«t Tbn BUli iltnwiA St « loti 

II to bwUM«» bvsfc H»» >«« I* uw *1» mtU «m vm * 


Ittfr Unir* glided ro itie votimie iif the (I(Xh] in 
tlxj river* The nlttp^ <iili'anccd iti a row OKeuist the lule 
lineiikiii^ ilowii the liigh ivnvvit. 

t^uceii Siitimt her ctibis remembored the God of Luck 
orjriitg irU the wli ilc iinid, **01] L^rd, grangers hinve 
toucEicd my liody. 1 have loijt by their touch that purity 
which i# Jt woiaitii’ir iHtilc* Tbi;> body touched hy iLciu 
I linte* Give nnu> me the boon that it nmy be de^tniyed 
Ity leprosy mitl Ixicouio rotten. Grant this prayer and 
ihivc my liontmr. If I am n chaste W'otQan who h»a iteen 
devoted nil her life to her luntl a eel undinchin^ly adhered Uihii; 
fci't, oh my Joi'd, lut my piay er be fulfilled. Verily I behove 
tliat it cannoc but be no. If I am a ebaxte woman, let tlieite 
fourteen ship,' lu' overtakeit by an me dire calamity I " 

TIh' w ords of ttw elmste wo man were infaHiblo and 
the four let'u i^hips were once more stranded on the Hliore. 
Her golden eolom' at uncv faded away and her liody lie* 
cone toiieu by leprosy. The erew of the abipt, the sailors 
and niw'ers, were friglitened by what they «aw* TErey 
jisked the m^rulinnt to leave her on Lbe bank. “ libr la 
iiot a human being," they anid, " it ia now fu that we 
tthiiiiild bavB nothing to do with her." Ab she wob left 
ill that jungly land on the bank i the shtpa once more 
daatud nud started ahead agninst the tide. (Li. l-lOO), 

(ft) 

It wj» evomng and tlie king came liome in excellent 
spirit with ii timiling countenance, Entering the hut be 
cried, "UU iJulu. where are you ? The day, dear iiuemi, 
\vm apecrnlty lucky for mu, 1 got some very valuable 
wood which if* worth tlieir weight In gold if I can only 
arrange their sale in n distant town. 

** Is your cooking hnisbed or iuiw much time it will 
take'* 1 aliEilJ pfcaenlly go to take oiy bath. Meantime 
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keep ready our mentH. Tbo wiood*cnttora must bo Tory 
tuujgry by thi» time mid bavf surely gone u> Die river 
Tor labiog their bntbs/' 

The Raja said all llwst; in a tow tone, and alkd 
his wife again and again but no response ewne. Then 
ho aatted the gucxJ wmnen there, " Whore is my wife? It 
seoma she hsii* finished her cooking. Where oould she go 
now? Perhaps she ha^» gone to the river.'* Saying tld^ 
like a mad man be ran towarih the river, when the wives 
of the wood'CUtttra related the whole story. 

Behold the teora that ilowetl from the eyes nE the 
Raja like streams os be heard the wooluI tale. 

The Bimpte-minded women wopt aa they told (lie atory» 
Some of llietn cried aloud, others Inmouted wildly wliilu 
deacribmg Eiow the oierchaTK bad carried away the •^jueen 
by force. 

TIte good king fell on the ground like a banana plant 
when cot down. On regaining hia senses lie lamented 
thua—" Tiwugli 1 lost ail my richca and biugdoin, yet 
happy wna 1 in your cornpHny, oh ^ueen. Though often 
did we live on tba fruits of forest trees, I did not feel any 
want but felt bleased that you w’cre near me. You were to 
me like a diamoud worth all the riches nf eevoo kings. 
Ales t wlm liaa robbed me of it? Who la it that Las taken 

away the light from my eyes? To'day I actually feel that 
I am out cf the grace of Providence. To-day 1 fnl anew 
the grief of losing my kingdom and all. BchoM the bed 
o! leaves liicre. ft wni a heaven unto me. Wlio is it that 
has etrewn a handful of ashes on my meals wbtcii were 
ipndj- This cottagu which 1 valued so much, is not worth 
anything lo me now. My besi course would be to drown 
myself in the river. She for whom I delighted in catting 
the woods and whose presence amply maile amenda for the 
lOK of my empire, she—my sweet oo‘partncr—my only 
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wurOG of jojf ha» gone away, and wliat attraction is tbere 
for me to live in Lliis wUJernoss ? 

" Oil wuod-cultors, who liRvo been tilic my brotbere, 
I bid adieu to you f muat leave this place full of painful 
Bfisociation/’ Wbcii tlie Ra{a iLimeotcd thus, a confused 
voice of wild grief was raised by the wood^cuttera^ These 
simple^mindtid wocid'meii liecame overpo^vered by grief 
and cried bitterly. Tl» nighi passed away and they ooa« 
etoled ibc king saying ibal llicy would go bo placses far and 
near seeking the qiieeu to t!w atmoet of their power. 
The Rttla who hiiil nearly lost bin wiu did not draw any con¬ 
solation from the sympalby <iliewn by the wood-ontlere. 
With his own Uanda ho set firt to liis cottage and burnt 
it. Befoo'! any person ttuire could have a sight of him bo 
had left timt place in the last houra of the night. (LI. l-dti.) 


( 7 ) 

He ertlered anoltier countrv'—tlie jumdiction of iitiolber 
king. The sky Rmltlic Inml tlim‘were full of upleudour. 
The treavury of tlie king had untold wealth. The glory 
of ihe king kticw no waning. In tin- Mablo there were 
innumerable horrea and there ^vem guai-ds at each of the 
tboiiKand gates of tlie city. 

Tlwt palace was fteven^sloriL'd, ii had glass doors and 
Windows. Here lived thn king and the ((ucen m great 
ntHticndo, They ktipw no want. The nur 3 e:> and the 
attending maid^^^ervaiits could be counted by tegintis, Tlie 
Raja bini an only daughter, She has verily tike the lamp 
in a dark chamlier. It seemed that she a ho were J gold 
by hex smite and jiearls by her tears. In the whule world 
there WU9 mil another girt wlw was heretjimt. Her hair, 
long anti prufuse, fell to her miltlo#. With iierfitroed oil 
and vermiltun alie lunleckei] herself in her toilet room. 
She was unnuirTtcd and mttny a priticv came seeking 
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her hfluds, but went ttw»y diflappointwl bb tlw king did iwi 
eniertain tlieir offer for ssome reason or oiticr. 

One day, the prinoeBa eulered her father's chamber. 
There was a pitcher with cuhl water in that room, and the 
queen who was thirsty aaketl her daughter to gel U from them. 
The princess did not order any of lier mmiaroua maid-servants 
to do line hut Iwrselt entered tier royal fnlber's oomparlraent, 
The king wes in deep Blunolier, AIJ on a andden he nwoka 
and tiunight that he aawthe queen filling a pitcJior with cold 
water. Covered willi lier flowing liair which profusely fell 
round it, her lace could not Ib seen. The rntwn as it were lay 
hid under t!ie ctoudi*. Tlie Eaja cut ^iorae iokea thinking 
her to be the queen but he perooived later that t lie prinoeaa, ilia 
daughter, was going away from the room in haste. ft is 
not the Queen then hot my daughter and I cut jokes at her I 
He was completely overwhelmed with a seojiU of ahame at 
this thought and aaid to JumBelf, “ Woe to me that I have 
cut jokca at tiiy own daughter t Where ahall 1 go to hide 
my Bharoe—oh aby t let there be a rend in thy bosom to 
that I may enter there, to oonoeal myself. «h what a fool 
I am. It is a pity that I have auoh a grown-up girl in the 
house and have nut yet given her in marriage t *' 

After a good deal of thinking the king resolved that 
whoiOBoever l:e would see firet in Ihe morning on xvaldng 
from sleep, the next day, to him will he offer the hands ef 
the princess. 

No one of Ihe city knew of this resolution of the king. 
In the morning the flower* bloomed in the reya! garden. 
The aim rose ibuminating the eastefn horiaon. At tbia 
lime came there a new gardener. He wm peHectly a 
stranger in tlia city. Nobody knew whence he came or 
where hie home was- No one knew him. He was 
working for amne time in the place of the old gardoner. 
He had a fair ccmpJexitm and his limbs were aymmetricaily 
graceful and faultless. Some said that he belonged to the 
*9 
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fainlty of Uto g.'irdt'riein^j l>iit said he mii^t bo a pi'lnce 
in disguiM:. nud n fi‘w ^u«pceie<l him tv be possessai u| iiaiao 
ilivitie po^v'er. 

The king litiil no :9leep in Uis eveo tlmi di^ht. At the 
Jiiwn ii3 he I'twe fiMin lii!i hetl* ho siftw Uie fnee n( the 
giiKeener. The king’s eyt-s floitial lu » (fiream uf teaw. 
ALs I nftur ^ill our liiligoiit soj.irdh Itir n «iiiitaUe Inidegroottt 
III) thf-fic \enrs, ttiB priiinis.'S i-; (tooiijeit lo be tuawieJ to 

n gnntennf ! \Vho rtin light again^l ht^ lot. ... offer hei 

to tine lu/iii vilmtrvor may lie ilw lesul] of this mibul 
Who can violate the will ol Gdil He oidiioni it 
tjjrii shi' ehoiihl MtJler, \\Jio t'ftii alter the tfeeitpe written in 
lier tuck ? 

Tint* uiiP Pavankiinmri, the princes?, uiarriwl lo the 
gflrtienei. The dtisseini wort' smitten wiilt grief itinl criotl 
'Ain*I ' ’Ain*! ' 

E^en ?ijcli n night of sorrow Iiail its eml. The people 
of the city had expoeieiT and preseiim of cliiihes on 

the i>ceii#nijt. Tlie; hod exported to portccipnto jq the 
jiiogrniume of many amusement? olid fmititqnii of joy, bitt 
wlint hiip^iriicfl on the hridal iiighil Not ;i drum wm 
lienrd, no coiirli sonnHed, Thfoughom the vmrt city, in tti« 
place of n geiirml ilhmiimtion as aulteii The occasion, not o 
lamji wn* lighted lo dispel a Uttle darkoess. The poor 
gardener became ihe huBhand of the princess. It \tis the 
order of the king. In the bouse ot the old g-irdencr tlsere 
wna n nretched hut and here ilie gardener ami the princes* 
slept on a nmt mndc of the mnterial with which broom¬ 
sticks are made. But the pi'tiioe»8 was not at ii)J scirt. 
On the other hand, she was perfijctiy happy with her hi«- 

bnml. The king gate an order to give to the gardens an 

nhundant supply of rice and paddy. '* Let not tuv daughtor 
feel the sharp pnng« of want in rwpcct of her daily neces¬ 
saries, he sant, ‘’AIobI she has Wen from lirt birth my 

per Even w hen slir wns in her g^ldm couch I was afraid 
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li^st atifl unbiippj iini] nui quite nl tl sii& was 

leU nn tht- fto^ I fall niie imghl ba to>rn)e;itei) bv tlie jints. 
1 bmnght her up with the utruoat i-nte kfiH nffectioa.'* Iji 
thb way lamunt«<! the kin", iiml it eeemeil that cveu ftone 
would melt at his pitaous lAtnenU and the Hver twefl hy hia 
tears. 

In thia wny lime went on.— (fA 1-B5.) 

< S > 

Oh, what Q cruel pry^idcnce ercatial jisii, wiv girl? One 
beautiful an tlw moon is dumued in cverlnating sflirovr* Tbo 
luolher brought her np with icuiler ificctiuj] wurthv of a 
child of a ruynl pair. But it was writkit in her hick tlmt 
she slKiuJd hnv-o a gardener fur her liusbautl. Kow ihe 
duapiscii gardener ia liur mate, Oh what n sorrow I If any 
one wmdd strike hat with the {petals oi a flovyer il would 
hurt her aa if it were a bnli from the blue, ao tender, so 
ftofi ii her laxly I How imo that tender body of her lx; iit 
eoEc iin tho hard grouuil which is to h. her bed from now ? 
Where anr now the golden oouche^ and laxlsteads of bar 
fatlier's hoiue 7 Un a Iwd of mat made u( reeda and graas 
sill! ia now to lake Jier rest Alas 1 Wlm would liulen to 
these paintn| detail- of her fowly life! In her fatlior's 
bouse tin* iijo^quito nets are bright oinl transparent, daKxliug 
the cyca. But Imhd her tomier laxly is exposed to the bile 
of muaquitoes. No ornamcni tuts •ihe — 'ilie icaols anti 
[iiecinnii ainnei, alas i wJten! are Ifwy ? Stic pastseu her 
days in cxti'tniiti miser}'- Kinntutiiit ivithout jSTi>p(4r food, 
site has grown einaci&UsI ami p-nle. 

Thr Briini xs. 

^hjh my hiiflhrnii], nike heurt. tto not (hj hurry on iny 
account, (iixt inw ordained for im a lot whidi we tuiihl 
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bear with courage. Por myself I do no! care a bit. 
Seller e me what obd be my want when X have such a hus~ 
band as you. When your annfl are Bround my neck, 
ha|}pT do I fee] as if I have mom a necklace of sn'cn* 
stringed pearls. Wbon you call roe by tender narocr, the 
ftweet voice seems (o my ears as my best ear-rings. The 
dust of your feet will be the ornament of my body. 
Your company to me makes up for ail tbe diamonda, pearls 
and precions stones which one may covet. You cannot 
realise but I tell you lEie troth that if I have the privilege 
of washing yiiur feet with my teara and wipe them with 
my long hair it ivoulil afford me the liigheel pleusure. I 
atfoaider this happiness to be far greater than whai 1 might 
enjoy in the royal palace of my father. The Ibuugbl that 
I am of some tervioe to your feet anppllea me inspiraiion 
for my work more thnn ail thut my high status in eodety 
could givo. Tbeae feet of thine give me nil the security of n 
royal bed; and are holy as religion to mo.” 

The money she had with licr ah« distributod among the 
pf’ctr. In fact the beggars of the whole country gathered 
at bar new house. They would not go to the kiog’s palace 
but went every day for alms to the ' gardener king** house,’ 

The seven sons of Hit; king became jealous of him. 
What, the fellow is In charge of our garden, «(* liow 
audacious he has Itccome ! His tide is ' die gardejter kiiig.* 
All the poor people ami lieggars throng lliero every day. 
Tlwy King his glory. If the old king, our father, wem im 
here we would have ordered llie executioner to cut off his 
Irtiiid. Now listen to our order, oh ticaaurer, do not give 
even a blind rpwri to that silly fellow. Pul u[i three locks 
al the treasury rootiia. lei iis sec how that rogue c.'iii manage 
In lire. The fool gets a supply of every thing from our 
pjibcc. Ours are the cieplmnts, oure arc- ilte horsev and the 
futidH he geia from our IrMfmry. with tht-ee he inatw a 
jmgeant. 
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Bj ibc ontcr of ilie ecren prmocMi tbe doon of the 
troasur]? were locked up. The beggars, the blind, decrepit 
and the poor who oaed to get alms from the gaitleoer king 
were thus depnved of their share. The (}iieei]>mother 
beard that her daughter hnd fallen into extreme distress. 
Stio privateSy told her iiuiid-scrvHhtii—*' You are to giro my 
daughter the rice doats and the refuse of com of thia house. 
Tliis you flhould eecretly do.*' —Tlwy obeyed U(e order wUh 
a heavy heart and with great fear, and the princess and her 
husband lived on this wretched fooil. TJieir hunger was 
not appeased but yet tbe face of the princess had a smile 
w'hicb pleased oil. There was no sign of aorrow in her 
countenance. The poor people of tlie locality did not know 
all that had transpired. As usual they oatoe also now and 
utooil near tbe hut of the prdener king expecting dma. 

Then did tlie princess take lior ear>rings and nuclduioc 
and other ornaroenta wlach ahu tied kept in reserve and 
with these she estiahed tliuae who had appealed for help. 

(LI. 1*38.) 

{ W ) 

When evorything was thua spent out, it oo liappr^ed 
that a blind Erohimiii beggar with a stuff in hts hand came 
to the hut one day end criotl alumi—On mistress of the 
houBc, oh mother, will you kindly give alms to me I '* 

Alt that slie bad were exhausted. Not even a part of 
her refuse grauut was there. The priitcesti was in a dilemma 
and twigan to think as to what she niuld givu hi the poor 
Brohnjim Then it atnick her that Kbe bad a sari tlmt she 
wora and she resolved that she would cut half of it ; site 
retained half fur hersplf and gave t]j£ utlier half to tb« 
beggar. At this tiiue the Brahman said aloud aildrcesing the 
princes ; " Oh PrincesH, oil CQ<ldess of Luck per^tiilie<|-^ 
for twelve ycors t have lived a wanderer's life, travelling far 
and near counlrtee—ttiu kingdoma of many a Raja. No one 
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Ini ilnring a!l ttwse ywiin given me wltal I fmve rv^Hlfy 
wimloiJ* ^>mc' ]jnvir! given mcumnej.greU (irfftnalUamH— 
fwjdi, preiflmis stonffr to roirris. I hn%-o wwivcd tnanj h 
gift whilfli iliore wiMie jiifiiili* who often fltovo tnie from thoir 
lumAV wfioiiiiig not: ok iniieli iin tJicj cotiU!, A [ilintlnijui'o fot 
IV hftril, f luivo paKdftl Umiugii rxperietiecti when 

wsJkiug for .iJuiv," 

TJ>i' pnijwss Biiiil—“Whot lit it that you wniit, oli 
Itrahriimu !iul riMi IH me wfteh your feel with the witcr 
f liuvt finjiiglit, ” 

Tl» Smiimoir 

" Nil nertf oT Jill iloit Lf you give ute whol 1 iiiii tut'hijig 
f ufiiiJl n^lttiti iHinio |MTfertty Kni^ftedi i hart gone to ilic 
yrmtlur [ittialie nf thi? f^Jo ol tliisciiiiiiLry, Tlwy diJ not give 
<»ie iiuytliiDg bill ptinhHl out thi* lint, snyiiig ihai Tilwnld 
apply hire.” 

“ Wlhii id IL Lbnt you floek, tell mo llio (JiiiiceiM. 

TIr’ Iwggiir soid '* (tive int n pdr of uyj-,." 

The- iVtnctsiij wat! eiruok with fear at Li* woitlii. How 
Hitililflhe iwriiply with thin wkh of tim beggar I “ uh 
IukI I oh yno linvo ucinic to destroy wluit little 

Imppiiiuss T am dtili imjtiying imw, I dn mit know wfio 
tliii heggar ItriihiJiiiii irit He iiiay bu ji diHguiavd god whu 
Ijjii t-onic to pirtoe mo in a noo iriiiJ," 

While Ihiiiking in ihb utmin «bo lU Iuri ^aid jn ,„iid 
rtonnib;—" Ik jiloneetl, ub llralimau, U take ynnr seal liert*. 
My limiUiiUtl ill iinl Jifre just now but )w wilt oouns 
vny ^Hill, Ivngw tfiat ho will jiui ikny yui- jiiiyiliing. H« 
witf givt' tVfniL \JJU ||o»y ll'inlj.’* 

SlwIlituigUl ‘'If (ho beggar giR» awuy 
dm n*nllB of nil my virluom uol* will W cl(i#iruy^l, Also 
whut «m 1 ID do in ilm pmArnl orinis !'* 

.Vi this lltiH' lliu “garilouor king" with a -Wfoping 
bmuiii iJi Iijs JiEiiiibi rotiirtUHl U» hia hut. 
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Thu iiriiifiUM nifinwicltwl him .iiul flaid—" lUy 

liiisbiJud. tlusrc itt {»rtni diiugijr (ilK-nd Alt uuL'spactfiJJy 
a ftritiiiunii lieggar biih itniwJ Ui tJiis lirtii*o k'gging 
He diiert hkI want ftiiy or toirri —Init wnniinmp’i eyw 

— lUi*. u llu! tjemjjii’n prny<;r. f Jo mJ know ttliot gail ha a 
iigititt 4'iiiiki to ivy IIS. Wltiil tiiiiijnnei>f>. h ycl tc*ft in oiir 
lifeAhull lx* giHUg lo nlRM,'" 

When llw giinluiwr Iwnnl (hie, he llionghl wilhiil 
hiiiiM'll ; ** Whni ihaiilJ wu ilo non Wiki ja thb biiggarl? 
Is he some g»J in iltsgtttis??'' Thinking thiiH ho apiiroiivlifj 
the Brtihimirt lutcl .isked him »0iijc tjoi'niuniis. 

The Drnhninu t^gnr Mtid, " i luive (*ninn Iwjv nltlicled 
with a gioiK sorrow, [ haeo lienrd iha( yon am n niiigiiani- 
ittnus soul. So I have nppmAcheil yi'ii* hoiiing to get 
redress, for ray nits fort une in very groin, 

For ttreUx years I liave Ikn;u leading the life ot n 
hlind innii. kfy dark ntghi, it seems, tvUl ttem come 
lono aid! l^ul if you are grni'lcns ninl graiii me the 
iKion thni 1 Imve afkctl, rir., that of a pair of eyes, my 
misery' may come- to an end." 

On Waring this Ihe garderuy contoinplntwl for n while 
and then prayed thrim tnttio Lord of Ltick, He said, " Hear 
me, oh Brnliman I )t i» not in the power of mflii (o reitore 
sight tn eyes that hare Wen totally lo^t. But tW grnee 
tif tial CAU help a dian in all winters and inaW possible 
whn tilt itipossihk,'' 

Then did be criielty an off liiM own eyi- with s sickle 
iittd pmkented tWut to itie Brahman. 

lleeeiring tW afiui^ W liad wnmal tW nrshninn tvent 
Rwnf from the plape. In iiliiU' ilMw#* Ihc princess Wgati 
to cry alomh 

Rie wstdted iWfacr of her huAhond wivU coot water 
and witicd nway the Wtkwl luid said.'*Oh 1 wlwt a misety 
wn* resamd for me!" 

The gardener said, " Do not weep, oh <|uepn, lei us 
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bear our lot with a emiliog face. The God of Luck has 
given tiA the puDbhmeat. We ouBt endure it with 
patience. If a person has given 3 gift and then lie repents 
nr feela pain for it, the virtue of such a gift he loaea 
jind Gwl tume away hb face from hiro." The princess 
replied * “ God ia so cruel to yoo, my lord, yet you have not 
lost faith in him. Ton are surely a wonderful man." 
The gardener Bald,'* Do not weep, oh princesa, one who 
wants happiilcaa must first court misery. As the hard 
rind of a fruit ie the first thing to get over Imfore one 
is allowed to taala ita kernel, so sorrow is the gateway 
through which one sliould pass liefore one can enjoy trim 
luippinesa* One wishing to enter the mansion of joy, 
must have his ptwaport from sorrow. If you want real 
happiness do not be afraid of sorrow at the onteot. It 
19 the way to Sudhana —an austere course which entitles 
one to tlia grace of God*" (LL 1*04*1 

( 10 ) 

The buabaod was now rendered unfit* The princess 
herself does the work of a sweeper in the inner apartments 
of the king— her father. All the year round she euffere 
tier hanl lot with patience. The wivee of her eeven 
brothers laugh at her in derision* She suffers in thia way, 
tt eeeme there ie no end to her auffering. Her clotbee 
are m)W tattered rags end ebe has not a drop of oil to ^do 
her hair. In one hand she carriee a baeket to keep the 
sweepinge and with the other she wipe* away her tears. 
When the maid'Servanta give her rice-duste and refuse 
com, she accepts them and ties them in a oomer of her 
tom'seri. This it the food with which the pair any how 
appease their hunger* 

The mother does not dare speak to her for fear of the 
wives of ber eons and she secretly bears the pain which 
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pieroea bar heart like a apeer. Whea the mother seea the 
dear girl—her pet—dresoed id a tattered cloth ahe 
maddeaed with grief and the word '* ASae " oomee almost 
nil consciously out of her lipe. For fear of her som she 
eansot give even & blind coiurf to her daughter from the 
treasury. Even the inaoimate treca expresa their sym¬ 
pathy hy tbrowiug off thoir leaves sa she pusses by. 
A laotber'a heart aluue tuowa the pain, caused by a 
daughtef*» Borrows, Who, ulna, can know it more? 

Thus passed their days. The prinoesB daily performed 
the dutlcB of ■ sweeper in the Raja'e palacer Even 
the cats, dogs sod other domestic animals of her father's 
bouse are living happily,—all except the dear daughter of 
the bouse. 

One day the music of the palace sounded indicating 
a hunting exeureion. The sound of the trumpet, labor, 
Kora and Sogra rose high in the air and there was con¬ 
tusion and tumult everywhere. The gardener asked, " Tell 
me, wife, why ie this muaie in the palace? " The blind 
man thought, "Many a day 1 have not gone for hunting 
which was once my passion." He said, " Will yon, wife, 
do one thing? Aak of your father an arrow of the Sahda^ 
hhedi * class." 

** Tk4 Fftncees. 

“ Bear me, hushed, abandon that Idea of hunting. 
Swear by toe that you would not go. You an a blind 
man and the paths of the forest ore very intricate end 
difficult to pas8. Donger i« sure to overtake ua if you 
persiat. None in the world have I eave yourself. My 
parenta and brothers have given me up unkindly and like a 
weed fioating in the stream, I am canried away by fate. 
While abandoned hy my kith and kin i have taken refuge 

BO 
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in you. Noiio else there U to take cosipofleioit oo me, 
I have gi^-En up the (den «f enjoyment in life- A sonow- 
(o) lot ha™ 1 courted. The soiiDn'fc of my wedded Ufe 
give me an iinpeiuB for work but even il Una Iw tnat 1 
shall sink into utter despair. A pitcher thuugli empty is 
a hundred times better than one broken. Without you 
it will be impossible for me to stay alone in the hut, II 
you go away leaving me I will not care to bear this 
life. Before going, take n aictle in baikl and cut my 
Uiroal.** 

The princess began to loment in this way, Her blind 
husband consoled her by these words; ** I Imve not Jong 
tasted the Sesh of a deer. If I can secure one, it wiil afford 
tne a great pleasure. So do not prevent me from going.” 

Many a deer will be brought by my brother#. I wdU get 
a iitUe meat for you from toy moilier. So give «p the ji)ea 
of going for hunting,” 

But her blind husbond atill peraiated. So ahe went to 
her fntlier and said, ** Vour blind son-in-law t$ bent on 
going for hunting. Give him a Itow aud en wrow' of the 
Sahtht-bAetfj otaag, 

The king began to cry like a child when be mw bis pet 
daughter reduced to that plight. He gave the bow and Uh; 
arrow w.vDtcd by her. The blind Raja look those with him 

and atArtod. He followed ■ he sound of music andg>n')row]‘ 

ed on in the forest. He iried to fitid out Ida vvuv hy |«|ing 
things by stretching bi^ imnds on alUides/ He would 
mmelimca sii down exhausied mid Lhen rise again to tmr- 
Bue hia course, Tim. after mins day. (,*5 entered the 
rci^rved forest. iLl, i-fi5,]i 

t n ) 

Per seven days and acrcji jiighta ilie ininre^ 

-!OU|;hi in t||ii deii^e f«Teit bin not a tiger nor a 
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Aaar cnmo nfinnis tlfoir way. Not even a bird of th& air 
W3ult] iLcy find ibfirc to *booL What a disappoints 
raenl J How shalt ira Tehnm to oor oity—Alas, with what 
face? " iliey thought. 

MeaTittme tha blind Raja wanda^^d in that uAldornaai. 
Fie bad walked a groat tloiU and cntentl tins very deiiths of 
ihal jungly regiou. Ho bad no <^09toaoe whethaf n tiger 
or a deni poaacd by. No Miind lie beard niiywhofo^ au be 
did not ahoot th«i arrow. So (•hot ottjfir arrowi 

one after another. Thay (lew into the air, 8o sharp iveie 
they tlmt tliey penetrated sionw and trees. The tiger and 
tliB liear flml away. At thia titna nil on a amidan wh-ii h 
it that struck his E^i ? I* it a man or a beast ? As soon 
aa hf liad toiirhcd tlje objoot with his feet he regained the 
sight thai he had lost. The Raja wonderingly opantjd bis 
eyes and found tlie person lyijig prostroie before him, no 
other than his queen Sulo dearer than life. When she had 
loiiclied hia feet the leprotty which aflaicted her waa at once 
cored. Her oolour became once more bright aa a liviiig 
ilamo. Like a molteti piece of gold, her colour looked 
bright and dazzling. It was a meeting after twelve yeera. 

Snln threw her arm round the neck of her beloved 
husband and began to weep. The sorrows of twelve long 
years she narrated one by one to Jiim. Sh* told bim all 
about the roerclunt and the story of her taking upon her¬ 
self the ban of leprosy as a protection in an lionr of crisis 
and liow flhfi was abandoned in that foreat. 

The king lieard all that she ftaid and thought tlia Ood of 
Luck was nt last propitiated. He would do no more harm, 

Thf A'tnff, 

“ Oh njy SuJft ! oil my life, weep no more. When I 
have got you back little do £ care for the loss of my empire. 
We will henceforth live on the forest fruits and dwell 
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hei«. Wbei« b Uw man ao fortunate as I am who gate back 
bia loat treaaur« in this way ? The wood-cutters and tbeir 
wnmeu who were tike our TnnibeiB, are dear ta me, 1 do not 
know bow they are ; f te see ibem againf Now our 
happmesa is unbounded as we have met again 1 1 am now 
convinced that our evil days will soon be over.'* (LI. 1-16.) 

( 13 ) 

Tbe seven princes were now completely exhausted by 
tbeiT tiresome search but they got no game. Their face 
grew pale, " Wbal shall we take with us home ?"—that 
was tl»etr cause of anxiety. As they proceeded, they saw 
a large Daruk tree. Ttie roots of the tree seemed to have 
entered the very deptha of the iietherwx»rld and its branches 
and leaves covered the sky. At tbe foot of the tree they 
aaw a god and goddess sitting togelbcr. Before them lay 
tbe body of seven stags. Tbe brother a asked—" "Wha are 
yon two, men or angels 'f 

The Raja said, *' You do not recoguiBc me ! strange t 
Look at me and behold closely.*' 

T]>eii they recognised him to be the gardener. How 
wonderful f How could he get back the two eyes be bad 
lost. How oould he pcaaeud such a golden colour. Surely 
tbe pieaiding deity of the forest has granted him a boon, 
out of kindness. 

They talked mnoiig Ihemnelves for a time and then they 
asked the gardeneri '* We could oot get a single deer. How 
is it iliat you got seven 7 ” 

Tbe princes were inspired by a wicked impulse. Thoy 
thought, “ How cat} we return botoe without any game 7 
,We must wreak our vengeance oo this wicked fellow. Let 
ua kill him and lake away the game by force." 

BesoWing in this way tlte seven Irrothere aimed their 
arrows at tbe king. The great hero Titok Basania took 
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up his bow aud by shootiug seven arrows diBabled ihe bamla 
of his opponents and their bows fell down. He had 
th o rn bound by tlie string of their bows but did not 
ulcB thwr life because of hia love for their sister. He look 
the ring from his finger containing hie royal seal and im¬ 
pressed it OD their foreheads. The ring was called Sri 
Angti or the King of Luck. 

*' Take these stags. !Wby should you remain in this 
forest exposing yourself to sueh haidehipi!. 1 give you my 
‘ Sri inpit.' Pleaae dolittr il to my wife. It is a 
token by which T will know if the princess still recollects 
me. One day she had asked me to tell twr who I was, 
but 1 did not say anything in reply simply asking her to 
wait til) ahe would know oveiytMng in the fullness of 
time. This Riog of Luck—the SH dnptt—will give a full 
intioduction. Now for you there is no more any cause for 
aiaiTD. Go to your palace from this witdemesB,** 

Burning in insult and greatly humiliated did too 
princes return to liieir city and did nut say anything to 
their people. The ' ^ri dnjrfi'they gave to the princess 
and with tears in Uieir eyes related to her how her husband 
was eaten up by a tiger. At the timo of death he handed 
this ring to us for being delivered to you. Who can alter 
the decree of fate? Our father turned your enemy and 
threw you into the depths of misery. 6o many princes 
came us Button of your hands but they were turned out. 
This is Fate. Wtiom shall you uccuse? Look nt tbe 
mooa-beams—how beautiful, bow> cool,"but Fate resen'cs 
these moon •beams to be devoured by vampires. Look at Uie 
gulden lotus with all it# honeyed treasure. The worms of 
the dung eat up the heaiitifnl petals in llie end. At Uio 
lime of his death the blind man gave (bis messsge to be oon* 
vcyed to you saying that ehould you wish to know who he 
was, this ifri Angti would acquaint you with all [urticulars 
about him." The princess look (he ring in her hand. 8lie 
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nei liter cried alottdj nor abed eiieat tears* She looked 
sombre like ilis haikituriii of stituoier before i% luovce in 
llie sky, She told the ring, ** Ob eqj dear 5n 
^rill you tell me the truth? Hiive my liroibei^ deoeiretl 

1>y a fal^ tfiporl ? Telt mop oh Uing of Luck, all that 
tuippeiied in tho foregt wilhout biding auythiog/' 

TJjo ring got power of estpre^sioti at her bidding and 
said cvoryltiing about tbe king. How U and bie <}UG01l 
left tli£tr pHlacC) stilting >lI[ partieulorfi of tbn oomitty 
of which he wae tho nikr. The whole story woe toJd to 
liw princees. Upon which PavEokutitari the priDoeee with 
llie speed of Pavena (wind) ran away from her father’s city. 
Rivers eJjo crossed and ooimtries far and near she travellod, 
aulferiug atJ kinds of hardshipfl iu her journey* (LJ, 1-5J.) 

i 13 } 

In the ooimtry nf iior brd there was a. washemum in 
whoso bouse she become a gucft. Pavano said (o the 
wife of the wmihcrmiuj lhal she knew Imw to wash olotbes* 
” I will wash tho clothes of the Raja for you* good mother, 
kindly carry them to the palace,” She waebod the cbtbei 
of ttie t]iieen Sula as well, and within their folds secretly 
placed that King of Luck. 

8ulo Rani asked the old washermau — ” Will you tell 
me who washed the clothefl to-day? How nicely the task 
has been done 1 ” Tfaeo as she opened the fold#, ghe found 
the Sri Angti and showed it to Ihe king. 

Tho Raja ironderiogly said—“ Whore is it, dear queen 
Ibat you have got tbin ring? ** * 

The qiioen said that she found It in the folds of the 
clothes washed by the was her-woman. 

A mftid-sofvant was instantly sent and the woBh»r 
woman was brought forthwith to his prosenco. 
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Bbe trembled In fear nod fiaid, *'It betoioga to one 
dAmeel. who U beautiful w Lukahmi and accompliehed oa 
SaroEwati. I do not know who abe ia or wIksm) fica her 
Lome. She is staying with us and caIJs ms mother. 
She apoaka so sweetly that her wonts cool ouo^s heart." 

Boja TUak at ouoc scot the palanquin of the potaee to 
fetch the girt. She entered the house of the king and tt» 
citiaeDS said tliat in beauty abe was a match fat queen Bula. 

When tire king got a report of her anivat ha forth- 
with come before her. She aaw her husband and fell at 
bis feet fainting. 

The king said to qtioen Sule, " This lady has tiuffered 
for my sake mono than what you hare done." 

Queen Sula embraced PaTunkuman. They called each 
other by tl>e sweet term ' si star.* They suited eatti other 
as dti the diamonds suit a golden necklace in which they are 
set. They both adorned the palact^as if the two moons 
appeared from the same sky and dispelled the gloom of that 
royal^house. 

Wiien the old king—the faliier of Pavonkumari— got a 
true acoouDt of these dcTdopiuBiite, he bestowed half of hii 
kingdom on Baja Tilak. 

Here endfl my skiry. Forgive me. oh presidetit of the 
asscmbljj and necept my good wisiiea. fLl, 





PIR BATABl 













PREFACE TO PIR BATA8I 


The balbd of Pir Qatoai was cotJeotod in tbe begin aiog 
of Ihie year by Btd)it Otiaodni Kanuir De from three 
nunetrslsi (.1), Brindaban Bttragt of Ajmm Dajar, (’2)‘ 
Bridam Pateni of Eliala Imkahinigaoja, (9) Jegahandhu 
Oayen of another dltnge in the distriot of HfTyinonaing. 
This hflltad wtis composed by one Rojoni Gopid «vlio calTs 
himsetf a natire of Bhati (Eastern Myntensing). His fatbet 
rvss Jagaimath and Tnotimr Sonamaiii. He does not say to 
which caste he belonged but mentions bia gatm as HodliU' 
kalya. The hymn given in the prsliminory portion ia 
evidently a oomposUion of the Malmmoilan minstrel. The 
usual practice is that the hymnic portion of the ballads is 
mo re often composed by tbe minstrel wIm sings the nong than 
hy the poet hinuelf. The llberei ideas which pravaiJ 
amongst thtse MnhomedanB and the catholicity of theit 
viowB ate illuatnited by the recognition of the Hindu ahnnee 
along with bia own in the hymn of this hlahoiocdan 
miiiaireh That the Hindsa and the Mahotnedans lived in 
perfect amity and were far from being inSuenced by bigol«d 
notions which bare created dlfficultiea in tlie eoltition of 
present commuDBl ijnestions ia clearly in evidence in these 
lirtmiB wliich OS n rule are characterised by largo>heartcd 
and aympathotio appmemtion of each other's roligtous ideala, 
Tlie Mu kVa and Madrna in thooyes of the Moslem minstrel 
possoGS boro the aome saniylity as Benarea and Gayu. 

The baUadoontiiins 542 lines and I bare divided it into 17 
cantos. I'oiuiiut say that this t^allad la of n type of escollimoe 
claimed by the very best ones fiom a poetical point of rLew. 
fU literary merltft ore meiUDcre though the lyncol clumimt, os 
in most of the ballodst is hero also a striking feature of the 
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Boug. We b&ve found nttnierouB balladB of Uttii type in 
Tvtiioli (be morlat bites of serpenLo and their cum are promi- 
ntintly iiienitoned. We have got it in SannamaJn, Malua, 
Matijurmn and in eomo unpublished baUada hucJi ua Roper 
^fnnoliar. AU as I have said idsewliere, are precursors 

of the great notig of Behnta ^hiclt has given ns the ino&l 
ntriking ideal of ivoiniuil^ virtues, na eouceivc^lby the Hindus, 
and overshadowed a hundred tales of this nature by its 
unique excellence. The Puja of Msuasa Devi was at one 
tiitic the greatest of uur ^?atiotui1 fCHtivities and even now in 
the remote villages of East Henga! it continues to be so 
oinougHt the rural peo[)lii, Tfie Durga Puja wilbin the last 
four centuries haa grown in importance in this country niid 
supplanted the festivities of tiie Mannsa cult. 

By Far the greater number of the best ballads contains 
soonunts wliich are realielio though blended with rum antic 
olemenU, 3iljihuiv,Ma]ua,Chaud»ibati and umny such are com" 
posed in the fashion of modern nctiun and there is nothing in 
them which overrides the range of ordinary belief. In the Giti 
Katlias of course wc findagetlaxy of extrsordinaxy inddente 
and the fullest ecope given to imoginAtiou. Tim ballad of 
Mainamnti or Ogpichandm, ns it is called, is a dislluct ty|H! 
which dnims little affinity with the '‘EasternBengal ballads/' 
In this type tlie dominating feature we dnd to be the feats of 
Tantric saints. In the present bolliul also we hnd such 
featfl along with the inddente of eltnpler narrotivus. Tlie 
extraordinary powers achieved by Sumai Ojha reminds ub 
of the feats of HAdi Siddha, Like HMi Siddlia, Suinui 
could cross a river witli sandals on his feet, and perform 
other miracles like the Druid priests of Gaelic mythology. 
Tie Bocial laws that goveru our country are set at 
nought by the batlad-maker. The most Btrikiog 

clement in a largo Dumber of ballads is this freeilom 
from the canons of the orthodox society, ft is curbua 
to find tluit our peasantry boldly Hkp{)cd over all 
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sodo] refltraintB mid proved i.hemselvcii to be true cbildrcn 
of Jinture unttatnmolJotl by bondego of any aort. Binatli’s 
wife goes ostrny and ititriguoEi againat him, and Batasi who 
loves him wiih all the ardour of a woman's ooul is untrue to 
her huaband. The poet does not comment on their action 
or promulgate any doctrine of social cthiea but streasea t)ie 
feelinga of a lover throagliiDiii his poem, as the only 
point to be cared for, ntiiJ it is love alone that 
supplies bis pen with inspiration and poetry. He 
cares little what the society might say or do, but goes on 
analysing the tender feelings of n woman in love irrespective 
of nil other considerations. The chief interest of the 
ballad lies in thU nice and subtle delineation of Female 
charactefB yielding to the call of the blind deity of love. 
When Binatb sings a song th/ougli his duUt its effect ie 
irresistible on ibose who hvar it. Tljo women on (be river¬ 
side with pitchdia of water in tltcir arms stand entranced 
by the music and witen hia own Bataai listens to it she b 
simply maddened. Such maaic is still to be heard by the 
side of the great rivers of Eastern Bengal, ft sweeps over 
iho vast watem with its tremulous melody full of pathos 
and fills the whole air's apaw.'. No one who has not licard 
(be sound of a ewsel flute by the banks of a large river in 
Eastern Bengal, which comes floating in tlie air from largo 
pastoral grounds where the cow-berds toitd their cattle, wilt 
be able to appreciate to the fiilJost extent these descriptions 
of the ballads. It is this flute which llic happier Vaisnava 
poets liave put in the hands of Kristina spiritualising the 
whole atmosphere and kmling a permanent oharm to the 
Maltajan Padavali, The study of these ballads wit! show 
bow the great and far-reucbing developments in popular 
thought have taken place to our country asGoebted with 
situations which are observed doily in our village homos, 
Tn order to understand the Vuiahnava fioetry of l^ngal and 
appreciate its value as a oontribution liy the whole nation 
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totLe Kpiritual moasage «oiiv«yod by tbo sauite and a|XMtt{»^ 
it ia esscntiaUj neceaaary that one alioald go through tha 
whole oi Ibis Uhllad literatiuro which in tba worda nl Ijord 
Ronaidshay (Marquii. of ZetlaodJ is " the seed *’ from 
which grcw tho liarvest of our alaaaical poeliy, rich uot 
only in its rhythmical beauty hut. also in ita appeal to tho 
masses by reason of ita drawing largely froni iudigenouB 
sources. 
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I bow io the Pir-Saheb Gai\, Kow piny on the 

flute, oh mwsicmna t To the great Pir SaJieb Gaki do I offer 
my Mtutes witJi aJj fmaiUity. First do 1 make my ol^dsajic^ 
to Allah and then I txiw to the feet of my parents. My 
preceptor do I salute next, i I»w to earth with its four 
cornem and stand firm on the aulid basis of my devotion. 
Oh I^Bindua aitrl Musa)mans who hate assembled here, I 
salute you all. All the great religioufl plnees, Makka and 
Madina, Kaai and Gaya shauld also receive my homege, 
To scae and lakes do I bow, and prostrate myself in reverent 
humility before the holy tomb of Soheb Alt. My oboisanee 
goes to this liouse which I am just going to address and 
now my purpose Is retUed. Let tlie great Jinda Gazi bless 
me from his place in heaven. I dp not know the modes of 
musie. nor how to keep time. Conecious of this timiiaUoD 
I Iremhle wHh fear. Once more do I bow to this assembly 
Slid crave yo*^r penniesion to begin my Bong, (LI. l-SC.) 

( 2 > 

Now attend to the story as 1 am going to recite it from 
the begimting. 

From bis birth Binath was doomed to misery. Bis 
first six months he passed in hia mother's arms but lost 
hia father in thu seventh month. .White removing tha 
weeds from the fields of Sah rico his father was bitten by 
a snake and died than and there. No friend had the poor 
widow witli her orphan and ehe wept in despair, not (mow¬ 
ing how to bring up her infant son. She bad no means of 
livelihood and had nothing in store to appease Lunger. Her 
cblhcB were ail rags, The mother's heart melted in tears 
as she covered her son by a tottered piece of doth. 

( WT ) 
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AHfv nttidi licsitaacy mtil tloubi •Icoidcfi: apou n courae 
mid rn-nt to tlw liouse of CKand, llie chief man of tbo 
villago. Rich and powerful in ihc village Cliand and iho 
motlicr wnv admitted to his home and brought up her 
son by Mirring a» n ooob iu his house. And tliua did 
liiimth nttaiij bis sixtii year. But hrnndod by hU erii stani 
be ^V'os not deaiiiied to lie happy ut auy »toge of life. 17c 
lost his inotticr in hU seveotJi year. The boy wss beaumbed 
with grief and hiy prostrate on the ground m utter helpless* 
UCS9. He loudly lamented his lot t " How could you leave 
mo, ob mother,'' lie said ; "so tenderly attached were you 
to me ! You would not suffer even n little dust to soil my 
body but wiped it away with geiulo hands before inking me 
in yovr arms. Them is none hero wlioni I may call my own 
ns 1 cast rny bewildered eyes on nil sidc^, Whefo tim I to 
go DOW ? WIto is lltere to befriend mo? " 

Binath senTii in Chatid's housobold as a oowtiord and 
in oouree of time tlio sure of lus baait was gnuJually healod- 
By and by he grew up to manhood attaining Ins twentieth 
year. From a bamboo plant he mndo a date and learned 
to play on it with the help of on eapCri. Tenderly did tie 
address Cliand's wife as ' mother.' 

Chnnd had a daughter named Sujonti wtio won beautiful 
os tbe moon, li was hard to find her equal ta the whole 
world. She looked pretty as a delicate flower •plant luoruig 
to and fra in tlic wiud. She passed her twelve summera 
laughing and dancing. Her fnee was bvety and delicate^ 
and eweci w'os the emile that played on it dbelofling lier 
pearUlike teeth, St>e it was who luspired the tunes in 
Biuath'a llutc. (til. I-IO.) 


(3) 

Now hear, yc friends, whal happened next. Chaud the 
merchaDil decided to embark on a voyage for trade aotl took 
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Binnth with him. Twelve iibipa an^ tiiirbecn paiuts 
loaded with paddy formed his fleet and with these he 
proceeded northward on bis journey. 

Beautiful was the sight that met Binath’a eyes as the 
ships moved onwards, droves of blooming screw pkots 
welcomed them at every turn of the great river. ViltogEi-'girle 
wore seen bathing in the river'ghakt and many a twat 
passed them bound for unknown Bborce> The picturesque 
sight stirred BinaUra heart and he took his flute in hia 
himds and played his magic tune. Enchontad by that sweet 
melody the river seeuied to change Its oourse—^in uuoipcot- 
‘ed flow-tide overflowing it. The girls forgot to carry 
their pitchers which floated on the waves^ while they stood 
enraptured by that delldnna music» forgetting that the «am 
they wore ware all wet. 

They seemed to question with mute appeal in their 
eycfi^'* Who are you, sweet friend, playing on that celestial 
flute of yours ? Tarry a UtUe for our sake and do not go 
away so eoon,*'- 

The Balls fluttered in the wind that flew from the 
north, and the ships of Chand rushed thnougb the waters 
with intense speed so that they seemed to cover a journey 
which would take six months on foot in a single day. 
Their moTemont was like the fligJit of the hawk in ilio 
sky. .After passing thirteen tuma the ahipx arrived at 
the confluencQ of the Eanaa river and thorc tboy were 
moored. The Gaflari region was Ctiand'a destination. 
It woa DOW only seven daj^* journey from this plaqa. 

At this stogie: a great disaster l«feJl Chand's ships. 
Suddenly in the middle uf the night the shy became over* 
cast with clouds ; thunders rolled aud a great storm broke 
uut. Tfw boats wore violently torn from llie ahora, and 
in the confusion that follovved, Binath was wasbod away 
by th® waves of the Kansa river like a twig in a stream, 
(H. 1-320 


410 


EASTEUN BENGAL BALL.\D8 


(M 

Now ItnTing Bincitli henp, ki ns begin the story of 
Buroai Ojlm. 

Diie bflnkfl of the Katua river wore covered witfi nn im- 
penelrablc foreai, lu that dreatlfol jiniglc bereft of tmmou 
liabitation lived Siimai Ojhn tJbC licalcr. Only from dire 
nccesnity men sought liiiu in tliai dreadful jungle. AVise 
an ilie god I3i-iliEn»piiti Ijimsetl Sumni wa» tlie [mssestor of 
ronoy secret charms. Protected by those ch&mis he could 
manage to defy the dnugerit of the fureat. Five cowries liad 
tteendowed with snpenmtural properties. TJirOEigJi incanta¬ 
tions be endowed them with the power of capturing the 
dangerous reptiles of tlie forests. All tlie poiaonoiti species 
of anahoa.—King Cobras, Kraits nrid Brabniajatf lowered 
their hoods Iteforc him. Even tjjc Ireea of the foreet 
seemed to revere him and protected him from euu anti 
rain. With wooden sandals on his feet the Ojha used 
to promettade nn the bank» of tlio Kansu, and so great was 
his power that even kings were afraid to offend him. He 
could direct Ins cowriee at will and send them to capture 
all kinds of snakes. With his mciiicine he could resuscitate 
tlie dead even when tlie corpEte lay rotten for tiit 
months. 

lie had a daughter named Batoai, Brought up under Ida 
care she grew in years and adorned his foTcst-lmme. A true 
forest'gul she was^ brisk and beautiful as the wild deert 
radiant aa the precious gem that erowns tbe hood of a 
serpent ; with her crimson Ups md dark eyes e]ie looked 
so obarming tluit it would be hard to find Her uatcli in 
tlie wliole world. {LL 

15 ) 

riow bear, ob friends, bow Fate interweaves tlie dee- 
times of poor mortoh bringing un periloas ecmpIicatioiiB. 


I'lK liAT^NSr 


m 

Binalli wns waatica aaliure on Hk? banks of ttic Kemea 
river and thare Ibe girl Eound bim. There was hardly 
any ait^A of lilo in Binalli^a body and, greatly agitated, 
Uie girl ran te her fatlinr and reported the case in btealhlesa 
liftste- " Tile hunddome yoang man," she said *' baa 
scnrwlyany sign of life- The Kanaa river seems to have 
engulfed the moon itecll in its whirlpool ao beaniifwl is 
ho I Who know-s Avherc his bereaved mother is deploriog 
the loss of fier child in some distarit country I 

Dcr diflhovdlcfl hair touched her very ankle os she 
followwl the Oilin. The girl seemed to lose her senses, to 
overwhelmed was she with the thought of the atranger- 
Then Sumiii Ojha with tho help of bia daughter, carried 
the Btijr body of Binath to their junglo'homs with great 
diflictiUy. The beouliful girl was all along aheddiOig tears, 
Strangs that one could he so moved for a stronger! 

Tho OJha bid the body of Binatb on a bed and thou 
entered the deep foreHt. fie ordered hia daughter to remain 
Qi the botlside and watch over tho body till his return, 
Seuted beside Binalhb Imdy the girl tooked at him with 
fi 3 t«l gore but could wt naoertnin whetliar he was still 
living.--" Who are the parents of ihia handsome youag- 
man ? " she wondered and wiped away hor loare with the 
end of her son’. " Sow can his mother bear to liv« after 
losing such n son ? Sor home will now turn a dreary and 
dnrk abyss after this," Her whole heart longed to call him 
by hia name but Imw ooultl she know it? 

At tbifi time Sutnai returned with his modicino and 
handing it to his daugliter nsked her to ground it quickly 
in a stone raortnr. Carefully did she waab the atone and 
the muller and us iustmeted she ground the medicine 
tmd made a paste with it- Sumai administered the 
medicine with h« incantoliona and the body of Biaath 
ueemed to manifest slight aigria of life. Then the Ojha 
miido 0 further effort to bring him round and Bitwth opened 
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Uis eyes to fniJ liiniijel? amongst slruDgcrs. It seemctl lo 
Iliuj Ihiit lie was in a worM of ilreame. He looked at Utilaai, 
ami tlje girt liliisbing crimfoit before bin gaze lowered her 
bead. Dnuecustouiod as stic was to ceremonies of all sort, 
wbcriw did this bIij ness came on her J iLl, 1-42.) 

(f>> 

Throe montlis passed and Binatli gradually reoorereiL 
He remcnabered his paretils and the home be luid left before 
lie came to this jungle-houec, Ko mother bad be, no brotlier 
nor any friend to foci sympathy for him. He recollcctefl the 
facts of bis past life. TJie girt Sttjanti lie remembered 
too, but gradually Bn Iasi orcupied Iub mind till lie forgot 
everything of his former life. 

Often do we find a wjldcnicss preferable to the city. 
Strangers are fiomclimes more sympatlietic than kins men— 
this was his cx[ierience and be was reconctM with himself 
in that fomat-hoiue. 

He remembered bia faitiei's death tlupough anake-bite and 
detennined to learn the rmmfrtfs that could cure it. With this 
object in view be accepted Siiiuai ns bk master. (Lt. 1-10.) 

(?) 

Binath. 

''Who ia it that created you, oh my lovely gower, mjd for 
what strange puri»sc did he put you in the jungle ? Sweet 
k your suiiic, oh sylvun blossom! What god deatined yon 
for a forest-life ? When you roain freely along tbifi juogle, 
verily do you look tike a wild anU-lopo. The bee haa missed 
thee, ob my lovely flower, till now, and does not know of 
thy rich promise of honey. Do {dcase tarry and listen to 
me awhile. 

" Who are your pareiik, I wonder 1 May I ask wbai 
homo you do adorn living thus in the forest ? 
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'* The wind moven your furi Uj uud fro, Pleaet* 

at and iMfore mf? and let me hear tJie &vvcel titelody of your 
voice,*' 

ButauL 

" Ni> [tiolher no father Jinvc I, oh utratig^r. From my 
chitdbood have I been brought ii|i in this forest by u 
etraagor. Under liis care fiave I groui] u;» to wumiinlioad 
and I look upon iiiui my father nttd mother IroUt.'’ 

Bmufb, 

1 too am an orphnn like yott, oil uwuet girl, I do not 
leoiember to liave seea my fat Iter. He died wlteu 1 was an 
infant, A make had hittoo him. My luotlier too left me 
when I was a mere diild: and tfiiol is tlic Providence tlmt 
bos thrown me into the world which is like a sea to me» 1 
am drifted here and Itusre in tlic current of life like a weed, 
1 have owed my life to you, swwi girl, this tinie." 

The Iwo wore drawn by love and sympathy, and so 
deep was their attachment for eeeli other that they could 
not bear sepamtion even for a sltigle moment. They were 
Like two wild pigeons just mated. (Li. 1-30,} 

(8) 

Bitmih in the m&totime aetjuired Uie lieniing ort nnd all 
mystic Htes from tauinai. First of ulJ Ije Learned n rnenfra 
whieli gave hiin power over anakes—it was oalled Phnlknri. 
Next lie mastered the aii by which poison lust its property 
and became barmless es water. He slapped llie affected 
part a number of times and tJie effect was iiislantaneotis. 
Then did he ac(}njn) ths art kno^vn as Bnihmtr/ol by which 
a pot was made so potent that though fnit of water it leaked 
not a drop with hinulrodB of lioles at the bottom. The 
power tliatthe fourth art gave him enabled tiim to eradicate 
the poisoD by stopping its onward course and malilng it 
climb down. The fifth on the list was U» irtanfm, named 
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UtinTpQtiir the recittitiun of wliicli even the most puwrr^ 
foJ Bnabes bent tlieif LiocxL sttr] irLiied inlo their 1 kj1c 4. 
The sixUi rnantm lie Jearned called Khuia, Tii© mm 
dangerous apakes fled in preeipituu^s speed an Ije uttered 
it. He could pinke Lhe dust potettt ^vitls ruagte powaR and 
ao overpouere^J tfic anoke^^ m a class iEiat even ilia deafti; 
KraiL trampled uo^ler fiis h^u! not the po^ver iorai^ its 
hood alolt.. Him Gadurxi m/jHiSra lio aeiipired last—^Eie gluij 
of all tiealing art whleli luatle him great as Dlianvantari^ IImi 
first and the wi^^t of all pliysicians uf the worldt ^'Iiu could 
rcslone the t-s life. He sat at the feet of liis guru and 
graduat}y ^cfiuii'cd the Jibjin ivliich cmpowierfKl biEQ 

to resSoro a mutt tu li re tliorgh lie died of anake-bite 
aix moDths beforo. 

But jeabufly abwly WTorkei! in ttio mind of Siimai at 
this Atage, as Jiis puiijl «cenic<i tet surpass liito in magic 
(ricks. 

Tlie faiDD of Btnad) spread for and wide; and tortured 
rritb (be pangs of jealousy Suniai resolved to put an end to 
bis pupil B life. Binatli was, honever, kopt informed of 
Sumai's plans by bis daughter Batusi, Tlw girl wept 
bitterly as abe reported the matter to Bioath. Binatb alter 
deliberating silemly for «ome time said aecratly to her— 
Here imi, ob deojr girl. U it not fit that I should now go 
elsewhere from this place? How can I stay bete when my 
master whom I revere as my father has turned boetite 

tome? Settle^ ob dear girl, your future couree. rameoriy 

that I am not in a position to take you with me now If you 
wore, Ob girl, like or»a of those fioweni that has bloomed on 
yonder branch, or were like that pmttv bird in the sky the 
cose would have been different. Pain would I taWyou 
with me to my Wort’s delight. But [>„■ Sumai is a danger- 
OUB enemy whom I dare not offend to that extent Tho pru 
for m« would he to leave this country alone. 
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(9) 

EveaiDg Lad set in and the playful wind was breaking 
the wares of the river into a thousand ripples which gemtly 
touched tlie shore^ It was extremefy painful for the girl to 
part with her beloved, and Balast wiped away her incessant 
tears while proceeding to the banks of the river. 

“ Be thou atatiooed in the midst of the junglo like one 
of those troesj, ah my love^ and let me retHAin near you like 
the abode of the tree. In the guise of a bee remain bidden 
under the leaves of trees, oh friendi and drink the honey of 
the forest flowers. Live in the moors as a crane, oh friend, 
and fet US meet secretly under Ihe cover of the night/' 

The boat was moored nt the boding ghat. Binath 
hMBened its ropes and stepped hastily into it. He struck 
the waters with the oar swiftly ; and the boat flew .away 
from the place with tlie quickneea of wind. From dietance 
Biaatb’a voice she beard—'‘Return lie me, dear girl, and 
wipe my memory away from your mrad. This is our last 
meetingt but this parting scene will be ever fresh in my 
memory. May I meet a watery grave if I eltould ever 
forget one, who once saved my life I" 

The evening gradually faded away. Darkness stole 
over the forest and the girl had hardly strength to return 
home atone. Binath had left her and gone to hie own 
country. With her eyes fiiod vacantly on the darkness 
the girl stood tliere all alone—lost in her thoughts, 
(LI, I‘22.) 


< 10 ) 

Binath reached bin comitiy and went straight to Um 
house of Chand Moral, The great power be bud acquired 
became eoon known all over the oountiy and men poured 
in (rom all places asking for magic lockets and waters 
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made potent by Lis foueli. Fifar of was n ibmg of 

tlic pnal ill lii€ ooUDtry where Uinatli Jjirod. He restonni 
men who Imd dwd of BJialjc-bUo. Ui life »tirl Chaml'H own 
S(tn Tiimi wa? brought buck from (be veir doorn of dealb 
having onee kt-n bitten by a venomou? amiko. so wntnierfu] 
watt tho medicine (hat Rinaili hnd giren him. Chwid Moral 
married lii$ claiightcr Sujoiiti lo ftinaib and Ihc latter 
passed one yeurmiiro at Cbimil's bouse. 

Bill painfuJ mis the -icqni-l of (Iuk union, for Uinntb and 
SujnntL iHvor bad a real liking for Due anolber, Snjinti 
lowd not Biiuilb but nntitht^r ymmgmao of the village, and 
tUeir uccrei meeting's came to k known to her husband 
ere long. 

Oftro did bo brood on ilm past wliilo BaUfli’s face 
noflliod Uehirv liia uiitid. The wind seoiijod to moan the 
tale of her sorrow at parting wilb him. He dreamt 
of tUo girl ftiniHling beHtdc tbe lianks of a river wilb her 
dress all tom and Iwr dtshevellcd hair hanging in curlSi 
matted for want of c-are. (£*L 1 * 30 .) 


( 11 ) 


.Now hoar, oh my audiencic. what bappoDod next. 
Sumai Ojita suddenly appeared in ihai kad „,i,i i^mkr- 
ful was his magic dial the people, male and female, gathered 
near him from all around. Sumai took the help of Sujanti 

in bis intrigue iigarosl Binaib and secretly laid a nJ&n for 
hia ruiru BinaUi knew nothing alwui it. Ono day SnjOBti 
approflchtil Binath and charmed liim by ber wily ways and 
smile; sfie (hen asked him to teach her themanfra by which 
one could restore tbe dead to life. -1 will keep it rocrot and 
noono olse will know of it.” She said in an Imploring 
tone. But Bmath said tliat bis maeler had orderwi him not 
to divulge (1« ffumlro to one of the fair acx; how conld ho 
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violate bis flolctnii OAth ? But Stijauti persisted in her 
request and At East Binalh hod to yield. It ivAfi a short 
thing of two and A half kUera, and he imparted thia raoutra 
to Suianti, but by doing »o be loct bis own power as he 
violated the condition of the gift. With bis mission folftlled 
SuPni returned to his place and Binsth deprived of bis 
fuain power lost the fame be bad acquired. Like a serpent 
bereft of poison woe he now powerless, and becoming now 
nn objoot of public ridicule Hi net b left that country. 

Doomed to misery from childhood there was no peace 
for Binath in the wide world. In bis hour of gloomy 
despair, it was the image of the forest^girl that appeared 
before his mind, and he thought oonatantiy of the dear one 
whom he bad lost. (LI. 1*27.) 


( 12 ) 

^'TbcCbampaka Bower has bloBaomed beside the banka 
ol the river. Who are you, oh girl, sitting alone and 
drying your wet hair in tbe wind ? The tree with its leaves 
ahiiung in the sun stands yonder by. Would you listen 
to a word of mine? " 

Startled in the midst of her levery tba girl looked back 
but saw nobody noar. Did the voice of her betoved come 
from Within herself ? Her beautiful tori ButteredJn the 
wind and tears bickkd down her cbeeka as she gazed far 
into the horizon. ** Prom wbat distant shore have you 
come, oh boatmen, under tbe favourable tide ? Did you see 
my beloved anywhere in ooume of your wanderings ? 11 
you ever meet him will you tell him that I am still hia» 
waiting and weeping for bis return on tbe rivenjde where he 
left me many long days ago ? 1 wait for him to oome here 
by a timitil boot. Ba livsa in tbe land of Bow-tide and 
tMre he ia to come by tbe ebb-tide—to take me away, 
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** No more are wc to exchange those sweet foots and 
am ilea. ReholH hon' the river Bhrinka when iJie ride 
fiows ibxvn, but the flow*lUlv will come otii] she will swell 
again washing the banks. But, for a woman onee her 
youth pone no mort' u-m slip regain her charm. I cannot 
«preE4 my tlmuglilH, oh my beloved, in fit wordB, Why 
should you be so cruel be not to feel for my snirorings ? 

" rorled from you my Eenses are lost and T am like She 
terpeni w'bo ha a lost the jewel from Its hood. 


'■ My father Las airnuged my lumriagc in a rich lamiiv 
but Imw can I think of living witliout you? Little do I care 
for rich Ledsteads and cuBhions. Hiippy would I bo if 1 could 
cover yon with a part of my aori uuder Unj shade of a tree 
ami hvo thorn tbrvco blcEsed in your company. I have no 
word to describe my misery. Know my beloved that i>arted 
from jwi all my happiness is gone,-my youth, my life are 
now hke spoils of fortune, This curly Imir of mine J wuulil 
cut off and Coal away oq the river. Why should I deco¬ 
rate my eyea with in/.? when tliey cannot got a giimpse of 
your aweet fa<^ during the wJiole day ? Rmw 1 woidrl tear 
th,^ off as they are of no nse. DeaiU would Lave been 

' r liadgrauted it before 

you left me hero, 

it. Fain 

of love. Love is like the fabled Ute of plentv that 
o««r«l m, ,Wo, it. (,,uu life " J, . 

l» boon ot irntDorloJil,. Ri,„. « j; ^ 

0 0ro,o »,«lf „„d ^ booo™. „„| i, , J,, 

... ^m,„g floioos. tb. , . “ “ 

eor^from tho j^™o. How olto„ Jw , tj^ 

oock w..tuog to d,. but Ibo r„q*„ bocamo gart.„d. “J 
my breast. On a dark night did T ub« 
xopo and go to .1,0 rivo,to,„d gfe g,,", 
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tbe sweet melody of your flute so familiar to me. It 
appealed to me lenderly aakiug me to desist from destroying 
life, Tbe very pitcher seemed to whisper to me—*Dd 
not, oh nuiidon, drewn youraelf,—^yoo will live to meet yiiur 
beloved once again on this verj bank.* The rope repeated 
the promise of my meeting with you in fulare and the 
knife I took to etui my life said. 'Have faith in me, oh girt, 
you have no cause yet to be helpless and die,*' ‘ Do not seek 
my aid too eagerly, oh girl,' said the poison, * You am huio 
to meet him some day if you live.’ My pet bird tenderly ask¬ 
ed roe to give up the design of aelf-degtruction. It seemed to 
sayt * Go tnaidon, I beard his flute only the day before* 
Surely is he coming to meet you/ The wild bird coun- 
cellctt patience, ‘Fortune is croaa with you to-day,’ it 
said, * hot a|ie may smile on yon to-morrow , ^nd think what 
will liappen if your beloved comes here and docs not find 
you. He will die for you—aot being able to bear the pain 
of separation.' (LL 1-72.) 


( 13) 

"How long ato I to live thus struggling between hope Md 
despair ? I cannot bear such a lot any longer. Verily did I 
make a garden planting a creeper there but its bods have 
Dot flowered and my life is on the way to ruin. Hedges I 
raised round my tree and watered it with tbe tears of my 
oyea but tbe tree withered away witluiut yielding fruita. 
The bloBBoms of youth slowly revealed themselves like 
flower thnnigh long somiy days but now they are about to 
fade, I built a hut on the rivor-bank and deooiated it for 
giving yon a r^^ption but my eapoclatlons have proved vain 
and 1 do pass my days weeping all tbe day. This life of 
mine is poison and wormwood to mo* I can no nsore beat 
the pain of this cmtcnce. 
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Wiere art lljou listle^ly going, ob beautiful clttnuel, 
carrying a {jjtchcr in (liy antis? May I nsk you wlio is 
the fortuuAlc ouo uf whom you are tiiiukiiig nil tbt- wliilo ? 
for eviaciiliy you look love-worn aod aad, ** 

*' I have Bot conic to the riFer-side to fetch water. I 
iiejird the flute of my hcloTOl IsusX night and I am dis- 
tractcd. lU at ease am 1 at my home. My heart ycartia 
For coming out, A wild Ijird um I, fain would I bresik the 
bars of my cage to set myself free.’* (She rccogaifsca Biiiatli) 
lour love has become a nooxe round cny tieck and I care 
tiot if I Jose my lionour to become your clove. 

" -Acute has been tlie pain of this love. It is like poiwm 
to me. Yet it is so sweet that I would court nil pain aud 
value it as if it were a garland of gems, I feel at other 
times that bnd I known this love to be like 
smouldering fire which wrecka one's life, it would liave been 
lierbaps safer to avoid you al the oiitaet. Alas, my eyas 
have been deluded. Safer it would have been if i would 
have shut my eyes lo avoid a sight of yoti.” 

najani Gopal the poet sayB— “ Oh damsel, love does not 
(lesorve such n comment fmm you. When you will get him 
back all the pain of wjpftrnlion will be gone and once more 
will you be blessed in his company. Love ta no punish* 
moot. Be devoted to your love and make your love 
another name for worship. Recite the sacred word ' bve ' 
night and day as a aatiit docs the holy name couDting 
bis beads of nwary. Then you will see that love wilt 
adorn your breast like a garland of flowers, 

"The score have citolled ^paration more thou the union 
of lovers, and you will come m know later on that hunger 
is preferable to satiety. Better if the dear one 14 , parted 
rather than united. For if there is true love between the 
pair, mutual attrections are bettor felt in separation. 
L^nion is sweet after a long separation as is the drink after 
prolonged thirst- The pleasure of union will be doubly 
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Bweet after bag partiugn, And Tor ihh reosaii Oud bjm 
(uoated ttuj fiuwcr willi tlwnwi, Senxiw la;igbtcn« Itappi* 
Qcsa—placed aide Uj aide-" (LI. 1-1^.) 


(14 ) 

" Folbwing tb‘ call ai your tliib liave 1 coma tn tJie 
hacks of the river. 1 was afraid leal aoiaebcHlj slinuld 
see you near my house. ^fy father has married me 
to another man of his uboicOt my heart alone 

knows what 1 suffer in my huubaad's bome A wild 
bird ! was, but tliey have caged me and iMund my feet 
with chain. My mind is ill at case at home. Tti the 
kitebeu whifio near my cooking put T Kbed incessant leers, 

J Bay they are caused by smoko. I do not steep on the 
bedsteads but lie on tlie bare floor, S^ime one has fct a 
seal on iny lipa and f seldom speak. My lieart wna once 
like iron-gatos. but they are ruoly and cannot hold my 
secrets. Scarcely have t the power to hide my feelinga 
from otberu. 1 even declare it openly on being ijuostioned 
that my mind is on flro. Days and nights 1 seem to 
sec your face vividly bclorc my eyes. 

“ It is not safo for ns to ratnain here any longer. Dcby 
will lead to oxposttic. But oven now 1 And It bard to 
tear myaolf from you. My asetn to be hcimmbed 
in my attempts to depart. Hide yountalf, my love, in me 
as a bee hides itself in a flower. In the still hour of 
night we shall again meet on the bank of this river." 

At the dead of nigbt the melody ol the flub waa heard 
in the forest. The girl who wits awake alt the time sat 
up and after arranging her dishevelled hair and carefully 
adiusting her sari went out with the water-pitcher in her 
arm. She then went to the door on the west side of the 
house and paused for a moment. Once more the flute 
sounded be the girl sst with her lioad drooping low in 
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agitatiuii uf iuinil; darkness prcvnilcd otj lUl Hides. :^iic 
wan now resolved and opcueil tlir door ({iiickly and stcpi^d 
The wiifer*]iitulier elie lefl on the ground uiid threw 
Hway her ticekiHoe of jewels. One by one hIia took off ut! 
her omoroeiiiB aud left ibeiQ Ihere. Then xlowly did she 
eroaa the yard. 

Theiilght was totnbly dark, Oiio could hanlly see 
Ute pfilin of one's hand in tlnti darkness but the girl wool 
on without fear. The woman of the house left tJje house 
for good, all alone. Not for a moment was she swayed 
by worldly wmsiderations. Her house she abandoned for 
forest; for a atmuger 'ibe left her own kith and kin. The 
block acaiidiJ she pri«e<l as the dear black paint of her eyes. 
For social status she caned noi a bit. See friend, who is 
there to cuntnol om on whom love has set its seal and whom 
love has claimed as its own 7 

It was the deep lionr of night, even a bird did not flutter 
its wings or gi^-e a shrill cry—so hUII was the air around. 
At such an hour did thu girl step out of lier boose impelled 
by the sound of a strange flute from a region whicb was 
unknown to her—leading tier perhaps to unfathomable 
depiliH of future ills. A deep forest they entered reaching 
in a single day what in ordinary course it would take three 
days to travel. In that dense forsat hitherto untrodden by 
human feet, Dinath built a oottaga with creepers aud leaves 
of trees. Verily they lived there like i pair of doTee, 
happy beyond mcaaun? in each other's company. 

What is it that one would do with a wig if one ha® mi 
head ? What will a wonuiu du with her social honour if sbe 
lutes lier beloved ? (Ll, 1-44.) 

(15) 

Sumai 0)ha in tfie meantime guessed that Binoth 
wsH at tlie root of all mischief. He bvcame furious in 
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auger. He called tlic great euako Padtuanal to lila aid 
and by his Inca station a directed it to go 08 the mesKeuger 
of Mother Manaxa in all tmsto inipclJcd by Ha poisoa and 
bite tlie villain. Tl*c serpent hurried on its winged 
ootirse till it roached the foreat where Binatli lived. 

Eappity was Binnth sleeping in the bridjil hut 1 k‘ 
had Biado, and BaUiai’s head lay lendcrly on his brcai^t^ 
Sudenly be was swnhene<l. The deadly pain canted by 
tbo bite of iLe fterpent took away alcep from his eyelids 
and tie woke, up crying " Awake, ob my love, ae* I am 
mortally biiten. It is a pity that I have lost the power to 
restore life. Ti>-il.ay my life ends with all llw hoppiutsa 
that I bad pictured to myBelf." 

His body grew dark aa tiK* poison spread itaelf and 
bis breath become scarce and life was alamt to be eitiiiict 
in A short time. The girl struct her head with her hands 
and thus lamculeil: ** Leaving me alone in this limeh' 
foretat whither dost thou go, my love ? The morning ia 
coming but that sweet innile which adorned your face like 
moon-beatnB, it will not be for me to behold a^in. There 
ia no one in this dreaded jungle of Bohur to counsel me 
aa to what 1 ahonld do.’* For a little time she thought of 
tbo course elm abould adopt and Ihrn made a rope with 
her long hair and tightly bound hia foot with it in order 
to stop the oourac of poison. But the poison had already 
rusbtid onwanl to the brain and its course ooiild not be 
arrested. Unconscious Binath lay, hia head resting on 
tlH* lap of hia sweetheart. 

At thjfi stogD Sumai Ojha foUoW'ing tlw course of the 
serpent lui4 entered that forest. When the girl saw him 
she fell prostrato at hie feet and with her wild ItmeniH 
meJtctl the. hnart of the healer. Qo recited hia incantationa 
but uTcn tlint infaliiblt: moistni by which the dead 
rovived bud tost its poteocy, as out of groed he had 
been taking money Irom poopIcT Hii» infallible cure 
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fnilei tbie timo And tlie bat spark of life was exlioet in 
Bicatb. The latoeniatioDs of the girl filled the whole nit 
with a spirit of tender cumpasaion. Even the birds and 
beasts of the forest seemed to feel for her and their ejrs 
shed tears. She cried ell the whilej saying—^“Oh my love, 
how ia it that in this hnt youth of mine have you forsaken 
me? People will accuse me thnt I induced you to come 
to thia forest to be Uiiled hj n serpent. Ob cruel Provi¬ 
dence, be merciful ; take inv life, if you will, hut grant 
life to my dear huftbiind." fLl, 1-44,) 

(IG) 

The river near by ran in its mad course. It wu eo 
large that its other bank could not be seen. There abe 
went with the cor[)se of Biuatb. She invoked the sun 
and the moon an<t prayetl them to behold her BOfrowa. 
Then urith tier lover's remnina she flung hersalf into the 
wide bosom of the vast waters. The msd stream was beat 
oa some uncertain destinution—without any bsnk^ without 
any sign of land on tlie other side. It was {ike the illimit- 
able sea where the breakers rose and fell in their wild 
dance. She, the object of scandal and contempt of all, left 
her bouse and her community, and surrendered horself to her 
fate as unsteady and changeful as the waves of river. There 
sbe floated like something carried by ttie current. 

Love, my frieud, is the greatest monfre of the yoga—the 
a;apn. Take your refuge in love—it ia like the ferry boat to 
GFOBS the river of life. By dint of love, mon can aspire to 
win the favour nf immortals. Bujoni Gopa] knows tlie seoret 
of this holy pMsiou and lielieves in what he eays. He la Uie 
son of Jaganualb, an inhabitant of Bhati {Eoalem districla 
of MymenBingh). His mnther'a name iu Sonumoni and the 
family belongs to the Madhukulyn Gotra. I have now 
iniroduoed tnyrelf by the alcove linea and iny saJutea to you. 
I have now finished: this ballad. (LL J.:20.) 
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